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CHAP. I. 



THE EARL OF FLANDERS AGAIN LAYS SIEQE TO 
GHENT. 



WHH.E the aiTairs you have heard were 
paffing in England, there was no inter- 
miflion in the wars which the earl of Flander? 
was carrying on againft Ghent, and which thofe 
citizens waged againft him. 

You know that Philip von Artayeld was cholbn 
comttiander in Ghent, through the recommenda- 
tion of Peter du Bois, who advifed him, when in 
office, to become cruel and wicked to be the more 
feared. Philip did not forget this doctrine, for 
he had not long heen governor of Ghent before 
he had twelve perfons beheaded in his prefence: 
fome faid, they were thofe who had been prin- 
cipally concefned in the murder of his father, 
atid thus he revenged himfelf on them. 

Philip von Artaveld began his reign with great 
power, and made himfelf beloved and feared by 

Vol. VI. B many, 
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many, more efpecially by thofe who followed the 
profeffion of amis : for, to gain their favour, he 
refufed them nothing ; every thing was abandoned 
to them. I may be. aiked how the Ghent mem 
were able to carry on this war ; and I will anfwer 
to the beft of my ability, according to the in- 
formation I received. They were firjnly united 
among themfelves, and maintained the poor, each 
according to his means : thus, by being fo firmly 
united, they were of -great force : befides„ Ghent> 
taken all together, is one of the ftrongeft towns in 
the world, provided Brabant, Zealand, and Hol- 
land, be not ^gainft it ; but, in cafe thefe coun- 
tries were leagued with Flanders, they would be 
(hut up, furrounded and ftarved, Thefe three 
countries, however, were never their enemies 3 Yb 
that their warfare with the earl of FTanders was 
move ftrenuoufly carried on, and longer con- 
tinued, f • .' 
• At the commencement of Philip von ArtaveldV 
government, the deacon of the weavers was^b- 
cufed of treafon* He was arrefted and committed 
to prifon. In order to know the truth of the 
accufation, his houfe was searched, wherein was- 
feund fome saltpetre in powder. The deacon 
was beheaded, and dragged thraagh ihe town 
by the fhouldersj for a traitor, and to ferve as an 
example to otliers. 

The learl of Flanders refolved to lay fiege again 
to Ghent: be therefore iffued his fummons to a 
number of knights and (quires, and to the inha- 
bitants of the principal towns. He fent to Mech- 

Hhj from whence he had many men. He wrote 

to 



to his coufms, fir Robert, and fir William de 
Namurat that time count d'Artois, the countefs, 
his mother, being lately dead, who brought a 
number of knights from Artois. In this fum- 
mons, the lord de Dampierre was not forgotten: 
he came to offer his fervices, with as many as he 
could collect, and was handforaely attended by 
knights and fquiresfrom Hainault. 

The earl advanced to inveft Ghent, on the fide 
towards Bruges and Hainault. During the time 
it lafted, there were many fkirmiOies; and the 
Ghent men made frequent fallies in search of ad- 
ventures, in which fometimes they were repulfed, 
at others they conquered. But the perfon who 
gained the greatefl: renown was the young lord 
d'Anghien: all the young knights defirous of 
glory cheerfully followed his banners. 

The lord d'Anghien marched with full four 
thoufand men, well mounted, without counting 
thofe on foot, to befiege Grammont, which was 
attached to Ghent: he had before harraffed them 
much, but could not win it. This time, however, 
he came in greater force, and, on a Sunday, had 
it ftormed at upwards of forty places: he did not 
fpare himfelf, but was one of the mofi: active, 
and the firft who placed his banner on the 
walls. This attack was fo fharp and we|I fought 
that/about four in the afternoon, the town was 
taken, and the troops of the lord d'Anghien 
entered it through the gates, which had been 
.deftroyed. 

* When the inhabitants faw their town was loft 

'without hope of recovery, all tliat could efcape 
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did fo tkpeugh thofe gates wher^ there were no 
eaemies; but few were fo fertunate. Theflaugh- 
ter was very great of men, women and children, 
for to none was (hewn mercy. There were up- 
wards of five hundred of the inhahitants kitfed,, 
and numbers of old people and women btimt in 
their beds, which was much to be lamented. 

The town was fel on fire at moi'e than twa 
hundred places, which reduced the whole to 
aflies, churches and all i nothing remained entire. 
Thus did G^ammont fitfe? hj fire and flame ; 
and the lord d'Anghien, after this exploit, re-^ 
tunued to the army befofe Ghent. The earl o€ 
Flanders was rtucW pleafed when he heard it, 
and faid; ^ Fair fon, you are avalkmA man, and^ 
if it pleaie God, will be a galtaBt knight, for 
you have made a hai^iibme conunencement/ 

During this deiftnicticm of Grammont, which 
happened on a Sunday ift the month of June^ 
the fiege of Ghent IHll cOntinHed. The lord 
d' Anghieii, whole name was Winter, was there> 
but never refted long in his ^^larters: he was' 
every day out in fearch of adventures, at' times 
well accompanied, at others f[> Unnly that hef 
was unable to profecute his plans. Some adVen-^ 
tures, however, daily beiyi him or the fhae # 
Hcmders. 

One Thurfiiay morning the lord d*^Anghien left 
his quarters, in company with the lord dfe Mott- 
tigny, fir Michael de la. Hameide his coufin, hir* 
brother thebaftard d'Anghien, Julien deToiflbn, • 
Hntiri Do'nay, and feveralmoi^ of his houfeholdj 
in order to fkirmifli before Ghent as they hadf 
' formerly 



formerly done: they this time advanced (o far ^| 
that they fuffered for it, for thofe of Ghent had ^M 
placed in ambufcade more than two hundred H 
jnen beyond the walls of the town. They were H 
armed with long pikes. Some faid, this ambus- H 
cade was formed of the greater jiart of thofa H 
who had fled from Grammont, in the hope of S 
furrounding and making prifoner the lord d'Ang- ■ 
hieUj in revenge for tlie mifchief he had done I 
them. They knew him to be young, courageous H 
and apt to venture himfelf fooUfldy, which gave H 
them hopee of the fuccefw tliey had. It was H 
unfortmiate for him, as well as for thofe who uc- H 
companied him. H 

The lord d'Angbien and his company were H 
ijuite off their guard when they found themfelves H 
furroiinded by the Ghent men, who advanced H 
boldly up, crying out, * Surrender, or yon sre V 
all dead men:' The lord d'Anghien, perceiving I 
bis Stuation, alked advice from the lord dc Mon- fl 
tigny, who was befide him: he replied, — ' Sir, it H 
is too late: let us defend oiirfelves, and fell our H 
lives as dearly as we can : there is nothing elfe H 
to do, and we have not a moment for delay.' H 

The knights then made the fign of the crofs, H 
and recommending themfelves to God and St. H 
George, dafl-ied amoHg tlieir enemies ; for they H 
could noways retreat, being in the midft of their H 
ambufcade. They behaved very gallantly, and ^| 
did every tiling that conid be done in arms; but^^J 
they were out-numbered by their opponents, 
who, having long pikes, gave fuch (irokes as 
iwere but too mortal, as the event (heweA. 
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The lorci d'Anghien was (lain; as were the., 
baftard d'Anghien his brother, and Julien de 
Toiffori by his fide. Other valiant knights from 
Hainault, fuch as the lords de Montigny and de 
St. Chriftopher, fuffered iimilar fates. Sir Mi- 
chael de laHameide was feverely wounded, and 
would certainly have loft his life, if Hutin Do* 
nay had not favedhim by dint of arms and pru- 
dence: be had great difficulty in doing it. » 

While the Flemings were employed in pillag- 
ing anddifarming thefe knights, to convey them 
into Ghent, where it was known they had flain 
the lord d'Anghien, which gave them great joy, 
Hutin Donay, feeing no hopes of fuccour, car- 
ried fir Michael de laHameide out of thexrowd 
and danger. Such was the end of this unfortu- 
nate, day te the lord d'Anghien. You may well 
fuppofe the earl of Flanders was much grieved 
at it: indeed, he (hewed it plainly; for, out of 
his affection to him^ he raifed the fiege of 
Ghent. The earl could not forget hinni, but re- 
gretted his lofs, faying, — * Ah, Walter, Walter^ 
my fair fon, how unfortunate haft thou been, to 
he thus cutvoff in thy youth. I wi(h every one 
to know, f hat the Ghent men (hall never have 
peace with me until I have greatly revenged 
myfelf.' 

Things remained in this fituation, when he 
font to demand the body of the lord d'Anghien, 
which they had carried into Ghent to pleafe 
the town ; but they refufed to deliver it up 
until they fliould be paid a thoufand francs in 
hard cai(h. Tbey divided this booty between 

them. 



Hicm, wlien the body was conveyed to the army,' j 
■Jind from thence to Anghien, of which town he I 
was the lord. 



CHAP. II. 

THE EARL OF FLANDERS RAISES THE SIEGE 01? 
GHENT. — TWO RICH CITIZENS, DESIROUS Of 
NEGOTIATING A PEACE BETWEEN THE EARL 
AND THE TOWN, ARE PUT TO DEATH BY 
PETER DU BOIS AND PHILIP VON AKTAVELD. . , 

/^UT of affection to the lord d'Anghien, the-| 
^-^ liege of Ghent was raifed, and the earl re- 
turned to-Brnges. He then difmiffed his army, 
ordering It to the different garrifons iu Flandersi 
and to tlie catties of Gavre, Oudenarde, Dendre- 
monde, Conrtray, and every place near to Ghent. 
The earl requelled tiie Liegeois not to continue 
fending ftores and provifion to Ghent as they 
had done. 

The men of Liege returned a haughty anfwer j 
to the meffengers, faying they would confult ' 
with tliofe of St. Tron, Huy and Dinant, how ' 
to act. 

Tile eail feut to his couGna the duke of Bra- 
bant and duke Albert, and to the bailiffs of 
Hainault, 'Holland and Zealand, fpecial ambaf- 
fadors, chofeu from among bis principal coun- 
fellors, to remonfiratc with them toucUvu^ t\\e 
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tu^nduct of the tx>wn of Ghent, which ftill con*, 
tiuued in its rebellion, chiefly owing to the pro- 
vifion and ftores which it received from their 
t^untrieS) and to requeft that a ftop might be 
]put to it. 

Thefe two lords would have beexi very forry to 
do any thing wWch might difpleafe the earh 
they excufed themfelves handfomely, faying^ 
that until that moment they were ignorant of it, 
but that henceforward they would iffue fuch or*, 
ders that it fhotild be difcontinued. This anfwer 
Was agreeable t6 the earl of Flandersk 

Duke Albert, who at that time refided in Hol^ 
)and, wrote to his bailiff in Hainault/ lir Simon 
de Lalain, inelofing him a copy of the letter from 
the earl of Flanders, adding his pofitive c^o^*^ 
inands. againft si.ny provifion or ftores being fur^ 
ni0ied Ghent from Hainault, or any other thing 
to be done which might difpleafe his coufin the 
earl, under pain of his higheft difpieafure. 

The bailiff iiTued a proclamation through Hai- 
nault, forbidding any provisions to be carried to 
Ghen^. A fiaiilar proclamation was made in 
Brabant 9 fo that none dared to go to Ghent but 
priv^teiy^ which much furprifed tlie inhabitants; 
for provifion began to be very fcarce^ and ther^ 
would have been a famine, if the Hcfflanders had 
not affifled them, an act of friend fliip Which they 
would not be retrained from doing by any in* 
junctions that duke Albert could lay on them. 

About this period, through the means of the 

icouncils 6f Brabant, Hainault and Liege, there 

Bfl a .great aflembly appointed to be holden at 

Harle^ 



Itarlebecque, uear Coiirtray : the njen of Olien* 
fent thilher twelve of Uieir principal inhabitants, 
ivlio h&tl iii general {hewn tUemfelves defirousof 
peace, wliatever it might coft them from the 
populace that fought only confufion. 

All the magiftrates of the chief towns in ' 
Flanders were at HarJebecque, even the earl 
liimfelf; and there were fome alfo from Liege, 
Haioault and Brabant. Matters were fo ably 
conducted, tliat the deputies from Ghent return- 
ed home with propofitions for a peace. It hap- | 
pened tliat thofe inliabitants who wlthed for an 
tnd of the war, namely, tlie prudent and «^iiiet 
«nes, went to the houfes of the deputies who 
bad been at this conference, and who were two j 
©f the richefi and moft peaceable citizens, fnc!| j 
■as fir GHifebert Gente and fir SymoH Bete, and ; 
afked them what news they had brought. TheJ" ] 
•dlfcovered themfelves too foon; for they replied, 
* Good people, we Ihall have, if it pleafe God,, 
an excellent peace for thofe who are well in- 
clined and wifh for quiet; antl fome of the 
wicked ones in the town will he puniftied,' 

It is commonly faid, if there be thofe who talk, 
there are thofe who act. Peter du Bois, nol 
tKinking his life in fafety, had fpies every where 
to give him intdligence. Some of them brought 
him the reports of tlic town, refpecting a peace, 
and affured lii«i the words came from fir Guife- 
bert Gente and fir Symon Bete. Peter, o» 
hearing thip, was like a madman, and, applying 
them to himfdf, faid, — ' If any are to be pu- \ 
■ftifliec} for this war, I ihall not be one of the I 
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laft; but it fliall hot go thus. Our gentlemen 
who have been at the conference may think 
what they will, but I have no defire to die yet. 
The war has not lafted half fo long as I intend 
it fhall ', and my good mailers, John Lyon and 
William Craffort, have not hitherto been fuffi- 
ciently avenged. If the affairs be now in con- 
fuiion, I will trouble them ftill more/ 

Peter du Bois was as good as his word, and I 
will ftiew how. That fame evening, the morpow 
of which tlie council were to meet in the coun- 
cil-chamber, to hear the report of the deputies^ 
he came to the houfe of Phili|) von Artaveld, 
and found him mufing and thoughtful, leaning 
again ft a window, of his apartment. The firfl 
Word he uttered was, ^Philip, have you heard 
iny news?* * None,' replied Philip, * except 
that our deputies are returned from the con- 
ference at Harlebecque, and that to-morrow we 
nre to hear in the council-chamber, what ihey 
have done.' * That is true,* anfvvered Peter; 
* but I know what they have done, and the 
terms of the treaty; for they have opened 
themfelves to fome of my friends. Be affured^ 
Philip, that our head$ will pay for all the 
treaties they make, or have made ; for there will 
not be any peace between my lord and the town, 
but that you, the lord de Harzelles, myfelf, and 
all the captains our allies in this war, will be firfl 
put to death, and the rich citizens pardoned. 
They wlfli to free tliemfelves by delivering us up; 
and this was the opinion of John Lyon, my maf- 
ter* ^Befides, the earl, our lord, has his bale ' 

flatterers 
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flatterers always with him ; inch as Gilbert Mai 
thew and his brothers, the provoft of Harlt 
becque who is their relation, and the deacon of 1 
fmall crafts who fled away with them. It there- 
forebehoves us to confider awhile on this bufinefs.' 

' How fhall we act?' aflted Phihp. '1 will tell 
you,' replied Peter :^ we mult fend orders -to all 
our leaders and captains, to be ready armed, and 
in the market-place, to-morrow, and to keep neai" 
US; when we will enter the council-chamber, 
with a hundred of our men, to hear tlie treaty- 
read. Ixave nie to manage the reft; but only 
avow what I fliaU fay; for whoever wiflies to* ] 
preferve his life and power with the com-{ j 
monalty, if he do not make himfi;lf feared, does ] 
nothing.' Philip willingly aflented; and thea 
Peter du Bois, taking his leave, departed. He \ 
inftantly fent his fervants and fcouts to the dif- 
ferent captains under him, to order them and 
their men to be in the market -place on the next 
day, well armed, to hear the news. They all 
obeyed, for none dared to refufe, and were- \ 
ready for any mifchief. 

The enfuing morning, at nine o'clock, the , 
mayor, (heriffs, and rich men of the city, came j 
to the market-place and entered the town-hall: ' 
then came tliofe who had been at the confer- 
ences at Hartebecque; and laft came Peter dri 
Bois and Philip von Artaveld, well attended by 
thofe of their party. 

When they were all afiembled and fcatcd, for J 
every one who chofe it fat down, they found the J 
lord de Harzelles was not prefent : they fent to i 
him J 



14 

citizens. Each of them had for his patrimonj' 
two thoufand francs of yearly revenue. They 
were much pitied in fecret ; but no one dared to 
do fo pubUcly, unlefs he wiflied to lofe his life. 
Things remained in thisflate^ and the war was 
more bitter than before. The garrifons round 
Ghent were night and day in the field, fo that 
no provifion could enter the town. The Bra- 
banters and Hainaulters were afraid of venturing, 
themfelves ; for, whenever they were met by the 
earl's men, the beft that could befal them was the 
ilanghter of their horfes, fending them prifoners 
to Dendremonde or to Oudenarde, or making 
them pay ranfom . By thefe means, the victuallers 
were afraid to rifk bringing fupplies to the town. 



CHAP. III. 

AN INSURRECTION IN PARIS, ON ACCOUNT OF 
THE INTENDED TAXES. — THE LORD DE COU- 
. CY APPEASES IT. — THE DUKE OF ANJOU MAKES 
PREPARATIONS FOR HIS JOURNEY TO NAPLES. 

AT this period, the Parifians rose up in rebel- 
lion againft the king and his council, becaufe 
they wanted to introduce generally through the 
kingdom thofe taxes, impofitions and excifes 
which had been raifed during the reign of 
]cing Charles, father bf the prefent king. The 
Parifians oppofed them, by feying, the king 
of happy memory had acquitted them from thefe 
^ payments during his lifetime, and that the pre- 
fi§nt king had confirmed this grant at his coro« 

nations 
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nation al Rlirirns." The yoiing khig and liis 
council quitted Paris, and went to refide at 
Meaux in Brie. 

No fooner had the king k'ft Paris than tlie in- , 
habitants rofe, and, having armed themfelvesjllew 
all who had heen alTiftinginpropofmg orcollect- 
ing theie taxes. 'I'hey broke into the prifuns 
and difl'erent honfes in the town, taking what- ^ 
ever they could find. Thej' went to the palace 
of thebifhop of Paris, and, having broken open i 
hisprifons,' fet at liberty Hugh Aubriot*, whw ] 
had been governor-general of the police during ' 
king Charles's reign, and had been comlemned I 
to the dungeons for feveral bad actions which 
he had done or confented to, many of which \ 
were deferving the ilake: to this man the mob 
gave liberty, whicli he owed folely to their i 
fiirrection. He immediately fet out from Paris, 
for fear of being retaken, and went into Bur- i 
gundy, whence he came, and related to his | 
friends his adventures. 

The Parifians, during their rebellion, cora- 
mittefl many outrages ; but fortunately it wa» J 
not general: had it been fo, affairs woukl have J 
been bad indeed. The king refided all this \ 
tjme at Means, attended by his uncles of ' 
Anjou,' Berry and Burgundy, whowere much' J 

• Hugh Aubriot — had the manageinenl oftlie finances under; 
Charles V. He built the BaUille as a ion agninit ihc Englifli.. J 
He owed l»is difgrace auil imprilbiiment to ibc clergy, "■'"».] 
accufed him of lieiefy, Sec. : he was fliut up between 
*alls: but' the Orleans party huied Iiim becauie, being a — -_ 
£UDdi3n,'Ue*\vas atrichcd id the diibe oP Burgundy. M 

alarmed J 
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akurmed and vexed at thiii rebellion, ThejT rris^i 
fi^ed to fend the lord de Couey^ who wftH 9h 
prudent knight^ to treat with and etideiivdfir f^ 
appeafe them ; for he knew better bow to ina* 
nage them than any other. 

The lordde Coucy, whofe name was Engner- 
scmd, came to Paris fimply attended by his hottfe')> 
hold. He difmounted at his hdtet, and ttt^t for 
thofe who had been the moft active, and reftiOn^ ' 
firated with them wifely and prudentty on the 
wnokednefs of their conduct in killing the officers 
and minifte'rs of the king, in breaking open h4^ 
prifons, and fetting thofe who were Conflned in 
them at liberty ; for alt which, if the kiag wifled 
it, they would dearly pay. But this he wai not 
defirous of doing; for the king much loved tlk& 
town of Paris, becaufe hq had been bom in it,, 
and alfo from its being the capital of bis king^ 
dom : he was therefore ,un willing to defhsoy it»« 
well-intentioned inhabitants* 

He told them, his reafon^for coming to Faris^ 
were to endeavour to make up matters betwden 
them, and that he would entreat the king and hiir 
uncles mercifully to pardon them tlieir evtt deeds. 
They anf wered, that they wifhed not any barfld tfk 
the king their lord, nor to make war agaiiift hka>l 
but that thefe ts^es fliould be repealed as far a$*. 
related to Paris : and that, when exempted irom 
ftich, they would afflft the king in any other ift'ah- 
ner, * In what manner?* demanded the ford de. 
Coucy. * We will pay certain fums into the handk 
^ a proper receiver every week, to affift with the 

uer pities and to^ns in France in the paymMl: 

of 
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of the {cddiers and mea at armsv' ' And what 
fnm are you willing to pay weekly?' Such a 
fum,' replied the ParilJans, * as we fhall agree J 
upon.' 

The lord de Coney managed them fo well, by ' 
handfome fpeeches, that they confented to tax .' 
themfeives, and pay weekly into the hands of i 
a receiver whom they would appoint ten thou- | 
fand francs. Upon this, the iord de Coney left 
them and returned to Meaux in Brie, to lay be- ' 
fore the king and liis uncles the propofitioni 
they had made. 

The king was advifed to accept this offer of the 'M 
Parifians, as the beft thing he could do; for from 
this beginning, though fmall, all the othertowns 
would follow the example, and when times fhould 
alter they might then change their meafures. 

The lord de Coucy returned to Paris, and 
brought with him the king's pardon to the Pa^ 
rilians, on condition of their obferving the pro- 
pofitions they had made. This they promiied, 
and appointed a receiver, to whom was paid, 
every week, the fixed fum in florins ; but it was ' 
not to be carried from Paris, except for the pay- 
ment of thofe men at arms who thouid be in ac- 
tual fervice, and neither the king nor his uncles J 
were to have any concern with it, nor was it to | 
be olherwife employed. 

Affairs remained thus for fome little time, and * 
the Parifians were quiet: but the king did not 6 
return to Paris, which much difpleiifed the iir-' 
habitants. 

Rouen Iikewife was in a ftate of rebellion, antt ^ 
■ Vol. VI. C ^YQm 
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from the fame calife: the populace rbfe, 
the king's goveraor and ail thofe who had any 
concern in the collecting or valuing thefe taxes*' 
The king, on hearing this, during his refidencQ at 
Meaux, was much angered, and his council were 
doubtful if all the other towns would not follow 
this example. The king was advifed to march to 
Souen, which he did, and appealed the ccnn-* 
monaltj, who werie very riotous. He alfo par- 
doned them the death of the governor, acnd what- 
ever dfe they had done. They appointed a re- 
ceiver from among themfelves, to whom they 
wer^ to pay a certain fum in florins every week ; 
and, oif this being fettled, they continued quiet: 

Now remark the great evils that were b^^-^ 
ning to difturb France : all took rife firom the 
conduct of the men of Ghent ; for the. commoa 
people laid every where publicly, they were good 
men, who fo valiantly maintained their lib^ties^ 
and for which they ought to be loved and ho- 
noured by the whole world. 

We will return to the duke of Anjou^who liad 
a great delire to viiit the kingdom of Naples, of 
which he iigned himfelf king, ad well as of Sicily^ 
and duke of la Puglia and Calabria; for pope 
Clonent had inveiled him with them, by virtue 
of the deeds which the queen of Naples bad 
given to him. 

The duke of Anjou was prudent, of a warm. 

imagination, bold and enterprifing : he plainly 

perceived, that according to the efiabliflmient he 

had fupported hitherto; and which he would 

ime be^ forry to have feen leflened^ he would 

be 



bfe a ^6oT lord in France, unlefs he fliould coh« 
f^uer fuch rich and noble heritages as the two 1 
kingdoins of Naples and Sicily, and the duchies 
of la Puglia, Calabria, as well as the county of 1 
Provence. They would come to him very op- 
portunely; for tholfe counties, of which he called | 
hinifelf lord hy virtue of the gift made him» 
abdunded in all forts of wealth. He was there- 
fore occupied day and night in devifmg means J 
to perform this journey : he well knew he could * 
never accomplilh it without a large fum of moj 
hey, and a numerous body of men at arms to re-f I 
fift thofe who might vvifli to oppofe him. ThdJ 
duke, in confequence, amaffcd fo great a quantity.! 
of money, under pretence of this journey, that 
it was marvellous to behold; and he kept the 
Parifians in as good humour as he could, for he 
knew there were in Paris large depofits of cafli, 
Xti which he got the greater part, and fent it to 
he earl of Savoy, in whom he had great con- 
fidence; adding, that on his arrival in Savoy, he 
would make arrangements by which there ihould 
be regular payments for a thoufand fpears, or 
more, for one whole year. 

The earl of Savoy was much pleafed at this 
intelligence, for he greatly loved arms: he there- 
fore replied to the rtieflengers, that he would 
willingly ferve the duke on the terms propofed. 
This anfwer was highly agreeable to the duke^ 
Ss he had an affection for the company of the 
earl of Savoy. 

Tlie duke retained men in all parts, fo that he 
had collected full nine thoufand men at arms^ 
C9 t^^-j 
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ready- prepared and under his obedience.* He 
ordered the moil fumptuous equipages to be 
made for him and his houfehold at Paris 
that any lord had ever commanded, fiich as 
tents, pavilions and other things fuitable for a 
king when about to make a long joinmey. 

We will now leave the duke of Anjou,'dnd 
fpeak of the earl of Cambridge and his men, 
who were in Portugal near the king's perfon. ; 
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CHAP. IV. 

' TiiE ENGLISH iftAKE AN EXPEDITION ACjAlNSt 
THE SPANIARDS, CONTRARY TO THE ORDElAs 

OF The kiKg of Portugal. — the castle 
OF fighieJri: * is taken. 

T^HE earl of Cambridge and his army rie- 
* mained for a confiderable time with the 
king of Portugal at Li'fbon ; during which the 
Englifh and Gafcons reconiioitred the country, 
for -they had never before been there. It feems 
to 'me, that about this time a marriage was 
agreed on between the daughter of the king of 
Portugal, who was ten years old, and the Ton of 
the earl of 'Cambridge, of the fame age. He 
was a fine child, and his name was John ; the 
Tady's name Beatrice. 

There were great feafts at the betrothing of thefe 

fwx) children, and much joy; all the barons and 

'prelate's of "the realm w^ere prefent ; and, young as 

' ji'lpi^'fifobably theaa Ft^iro dos Vibhos, a town in 

ii9f forTixQcni is in Catalonia. 

• the 



the married couple were, they were both laid in 
the fame bed. This marriage and the confequenl 
feafls being over, which lalled for eight days, 
the council of Portugal ordered the men at arms 
who were in Lifbon to march to other quarters 
on the frontiers. The earl of Cambridge and a 
part of his army were fent into quarters at a very 
handfome town in Portugal called Eftrcnipnre*,' 
and the remainder of the Englifh and Gafcoiis 
to Befioufef . John of Cambridge remained with 
the king. 

When the canon de Roberfac, and the Eng- 
lifh and Gafcon knights, took leave of the king, 
he faid to them, — ' My friends, I order 3'ou not 
to make any attacks on the enemy without my 
knowledge ; for, if you do, I ftiall be much an^ 
gered.' They fwore, 'they would not, byGodj 
and, whenever they had fuch an inclin^tionj 
would fend to inform him, and have his per- 
miifion.' 

They then departed and marched towards Be- 
fioufe, which is fituated in the upper part of th^ 
country, two days journey from Lifbon and as 
many from Seville, where the king of Spain re- 
llded. 

The king of Spain had been early informed of 
the arrival of the Englifli under the command of 
the earl of Cambridge, and had fent intelligence 
of it to thofe knights in France, on whofe fervices 

• Eltremoure. Q. U'not Eliremoz. 

+ Beliouse. Q. if not Villa VicJosa, a Iowa near EU.remoi ; 
for D. Sauvage, in 3 marginal note, fays U Salle calls ii Ve- 
gause, which reemsa L-ui'i'uption of Viciora, and canfirms mc 
ii oiufibe Villa Visio.a. 
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be depended. On hearing this, and that there 

were expectations of war in Spain, they were; 

much rejoiced : many who wifhed to advancet 

their fame m^de ready, apd toqk t^he road 

thither. 
The canon de Rqberfac*, who was with his( 

Englifh and Gafcon companions in B^fioufci, pne 
day faid ; f My defir gentlemen, I think we re^: 
main here not ifiuch to our hqnpur, whein \v^e hf^ve; 
never as yet made ?i.ny attempt on our enemies ; 
they will not think the better of us for it. If 
you will take my advice, let us fpnd to entreat 
the king to allow us to attack them/ They all 
replied, ^ We are perfe^ctly willing to dp fo.* 

$ir John Canbouichf was prd^re^ tq carry this 
meflage, which he cht^erfuUy undertopk. Hq 
came to the king at lilbon, wljere he p^mctnally 
delivered his pieffage. The king reipUed, l^e was 
imwilling for them to undertake any expedition ; 
and, whatever the knight might urge he coul(][ 
never make him change his opinion . He return- 
ed, therefore^ to his friends, telling them the 
king would not comply with t^ieir requeft. They 
Vfere much enraged at it^ and faid among them- 
felves, that it was not becoming men at arms to 
continue fo long in garrifon without attempting 
fome feats of arms ; they mutually agreed tq 
inake an excurfion^ In confequence, they took 



* The canon de Roberfac's name was Theodore. He was 

ffivcnior of' ArdHs in the 45th of Edward III. and, in the 3d 

^Vidhlidj ilw»itas f ipployedL by. the king to treat with the 

Ui^rt' concerning his homage. Cartes Rolles Frangate; 

ffuich. Q. 

the 




43ie field with full four hundred men at arms and 
asmany archers. They refolved to attack a large 
town which belonged to the commander of St. 
James; but, on their march, they found a nearer 
way to arrive at the caftle of Fighiere, in which 
were about fixty Spanifh men at arms in garri- 
fon, under the command of Peter iSouffes and 
his brother. 

The canon de Roberfac, -being very proud of 
this expedition, as it had been by his means 
undertaken, rode forward in front. There were . 
fir Oliver Beaucliamp, fir MatheV Goumay, 
Miles Windfor, the lord Talbot, fir Adam Sy- 
mon, fir John Sounder, baftard brother to the 
king of England, the fouldich de I'Eftrade, 
the lord de C'hateauneuf, the lord de la Barde, 
RajTnond de MaffoR -and feveral more. They 
arrived at the t-aflle of Fighiere, which they 
furrounded, and drew up in order of aflault, 
making all preparations neceffary for it. 

When the garrifon faw they were to be attack- 
ed, they alfo made ready for their defence. 
About four o'clock in the morning, a very vigor- " 
ous attack commenced, and the Englifti enter- 
ed the ditch, which being dry, they advanced 
clofe to the walls, bracing their targets over 
their heads, to guard themfclves from the ftonea ' 
which might be tlirown on them from the walls, 
and there made good ufe of their pick-axes 
and iron crows : while thus employed, the garri- 
fon threw on them beams and bars of iron, that 
wounded many. 

The canon de Roberfac was prefent : he had 
the courage of a knight, andpcrforaic4tt\aA.&wj 
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pxsny gaUant deeds; as did atfo Efpefond his 
valet. The archers of England were drawn up 
QU the ditches, who fhot fo well and rapidly that 
icarcely any dared to fcew themfdves ou tb^ 
battlements ; and one half of the garrifon wei:e 
either ilain or wounded. 

The brother of Peter QpoiTes, the governor of 
the cafile, was there flain by an arrow ; he wa3 
called Bartholomew, and was an able and expert 
man at arms ; but, through his own imprudence 
'^d rafhnefs, he loft his life. 

The aflault continued from four o'clock until 
high noon ; and I muft lay that the Englifh and 
Gafcon knights did not fpare themfelves, but 
fought with courage and a thorough good will, 
^ecaufe they had undertaken this expedition 
without the confent of the king of Portugal : 
they were, therefore, determined to conquer this 
caftle, that the fame of it^might reach Lifbon, 
and (hew what fuccefs they had met with ou 
their firft attempt. 

The canon de Roberfac faid, — ^ Ha, ha, pay 
gentlemen, we (hall this day win the caftle ; but 
if fo many gallant men at arms as we are, take 
as much time to conquer all the other towns in 
Spain and in Gallicia, we (hall never be mafters 
of them.' 

The knights and fquires, on hearing this 
fpeech, began to exert themfelves the more : tht^ 
canon de Roberfac, ^^Ithough covered by his 
fliield, received fuch a blow that be was much 
wounded. 
|T;iitre was prefent a young knight from Hai- 

t^ p^Uied FroijOTart ^jleulier^ who vqry ^al-^ 
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lantly behaved himfelf at this aflault, as indt-i 
did the others. 

Tliegarrifon artillery, as wellasthe machines 
for cafting of ftones and iron bars, began to tire 
and grow weaker in the caftle. Confideringthat 
of twenty-five men* (the force within thep^ace), 
there were not three imhurt, and fome dange- 
roully wounded, they could not prevent it from 
being taken by ftorm. The brother of their 
captain lay dead, from whom no further help 
could come. They refolved to give themfelves 
a little refpite, and during that time treat for a 
peace. They made a fignai to parley with the 
Englifti. The affault was Hopped, and thofe 
who were in the ditches employed againft the 
walls were ordered out; it was high time, for 
tlicre were many who had been wounded, and 
others mu.ch fatigued. 

Sir Matthew Gournay,conftable, and fir Wil- 
liam Windfor, marflial of the army, advanced, 
and demanded what they wanted. The go- 
vernor, Peter Goufles, addreffed them in thefe 
words, — * You are refolved not to leave this 
place without conquering it ; you wound our 
men, and we do the fame to yours. We have 
therefore confulted together; and I, as gover- 
nor, fpeak their fentiments, which are, tbat 
we will fnrrender to you the fort, onr lives and 
fortunes being fparcd. Accept, therefore, thefe 
terms, which are juft : you are at prefent the 
ftrongeft, fo that we muft fubmit.' 



• Page 23, it is faid the ganifon conCfted of about fixly 

men at armi. " . 
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Thfe Eflgliib knights replied, they would adr 
wife upon it, which they did. When they had 
held a council, they fent for anfw;er to the garri- 
ibn, that thofe within the caftle might retire 
virhither. they pleafed; but the fiores muft be left 
Ji>ehio<j[9 .swi *hey wejre not to carry away any 
^ing with them. , 

. When Peter Goufles kw he qould not obtain 
liett^r tenn$, he confented, but it was' much 
lagainil his wilL Thus was the caftle of Pighir 
4ere furrendesed to the Englifh. The Spaniards 
marched away, under a fs^e conduct, to Efteris^ 
where the commander of St. James ufually rer 
iided. They, however, did not find him there^ 
for, having learnt that the enemy had taken the 
fields he bad done the fame with full four hunr 
idred men at arms, Spaniards ai^ Caftillians, in 
hopes, if he could meet with the Englifh in a 
£tvourable lituation, to combat them to his 
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CHAP. V. 

AFTER THE CONQUKST OF THE CASTLE Of 
FIGHIERE, THE CANON DE ROBERSAG, RE- 
TURNING TO HIS GARRISON, IS IN GREA^* 
DANGER. — SUCCOURS COME FROM FRANCE 
TO CASTILLE. 
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EN the knights of England and the 
c^on had got pofTeffion of the caftle of 
fere, they \yere much rejoiced. TThey had 

ii 
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it repaired in every part: and leaving forty men 
9,t arms as a garrifon, they llored it well with 
provifiQns and other necefiurieg, and alfo with a 
fufiicient body of archers. Haying placed a 
good captain as governor, they held a council, 
■\yhea they refolved to return to their quarters. 

The Englifli and Gafcons, on their departure, 
divided themfelves into three bodies; thelaftof 
•which remained in the plain, ynder the com- 
piand of tlie canon. Some Englifli, Gafcons, 
and Germans, defiroug of feats of amas, had 
continued with him: in all about fisty fpears 
and as many archers : they marched one whole 
day with the canon'? coinpany on their return 
to Befioufe. 

On the fecondday, early in the morning, they 
difcoveied fome anjbnfcades, and marched on 
jn good array. They were then between a large 
town in Portugal, called Huenca*, andthecaf-: 
tie of Concrelett. Oil the outfkirts of a wood, . 
nearer tothe caftle of Coucrelet than to Huenca, 
»vas the grand matter of St. JamesJ pofted with 
full four hundred men at arms. The Englilh no 
fooner perceived them than they clofed their 
ranks, fliewed no figns of fear, and marched 
on at a good pace. 

The Spaniards, notvvlthftanding their num- 
• Huenca. Gl. i Concif.let. Q. ■ 

X I furpept it ona& have been tiie grand mafter of the order 
of Alcantara, and not of St. James, and that there iniift hav? - 
been a caftle of Fighiere in the province of Lftrcmadufa ; 
f>'r it is not polTible, from the (hortiiefs of their jnaith, they 
c«a7d hare gone to Catalonia, See note, p. 20. ' 

bersj 
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hers, made not any appearance of quitting their 
»mbufcade; for they imagined the Engliih had 
near at hand their large battalion, and for that 
'- reafon were afraid to attack them : had they 
%een better informed, there would have been a 
./Combat. They thus feparated from each other 
■■TTithout any thing being done. 

The Spaniards returned that evening to Efteris, 
Old the canon to Befionfe, when he related to 
kfcis companions how he had feen tlie Spaniards 
hln arabufcade between Huenca and Concrelet; 
J><adding, * If we had been alt together, wfe could 
f'4iave fought with them.' The knights, there- 
Iffore, much repented that they iiad not kept all 
^ in one body. 

Thus ended this excurfion of the Englith and 
l^Gafcons-, and when news was brought of it to 
; king of Portugal, he pretended to be much 
►senraged, becaufe they had done it without his 
confent. The English and Gafcons remained 
the whole winter in their garrifons, without per- 
forming any thing worth mentioning, which 
wearied them much : it was not their fault no 
deeds of arms were done, 

Don John of Caliille, however, was not idle 
in making his preparations. He had fenttothe 
king of France and to his uncles for fuccour, 
and liad informed them of the arrival of the earl 
of Carabiidge in Portugal. He alfo faid, that 
it was univerfally reported throughout Caftille 
and Portugal that the king of England, the 
diikeof Laocafter, and the earl of Buckingham, 
with 



■with a powerfiil force, were to reinforce them the 
enfuing fummer. For which reafons, he required 
from the ting, in conformity with the treaties 
between France and Spain, and their mutual af- 
fection, that fufficient forces should be fcnt to 
liim in the courfe of the fpring and furamer, to 
enable him to oppofe his enemies with effect. 
The king's council affented to this, for thej'^ 
clearly faw the king of Spain had a right to de- 
mand it. Penniflion was granted to all knights 
and fquires defirous of advancing themfelves to 
join don John : and the king of France lent them 
wherewith to perform their journey. It feems 
to me, that fir Oliver ilu Guefclin, brother to 
the late conftable of France, made preparations 
to go thither in the fpring. Many knights and 
fquires from Brittany, Beance, Picardy, Anjou, 
Berry, Blois and Maine didfo likewife, and went 
thither in companies to perform the journey 
more comfortably. A paiTage was open to them 
through Arragoii, and all kindsof provifion were 
prepared for them, for ready money. But yoi'. 
muft know they did not pay for all they look in 
the low countries, which made the poor inhabi- 
tants fuffer great loiTes. 
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CHAP. Vi. 



THE EMPEROR WINCESLAUS SENDS HIS SISTEft 
ANNE TO KING RICHARD OF ENGLAND, WHO 
MA^ES HER HIS QUEEN. 

YOU have heard tiow king Richard of Eng- 
land had for upwards of a year been in 
treaty with Winceflaiis king of Bohemia, who att 
this period had taken the title of emperor of 
Rome, to Obtain his fitter the tady Anne in mar- 
riage ; and how one of his .knights, flr Simon 
Burnley, had miicn IdboUrcd in this bufinefs ; 
sind alfo that the dilke of Saxony had been ih 
England to corifirtn the tnarriagc. 

This affair had been fo well conducted thd.t thte 
fettiperorfent his fifter to England, attended by 
the dukef' of Saixony atid great numbelrs of knights 
aiid datnfels, wilh a fuitable ftate becoming 
fuch a lady. They came through Brabant t6 
BrufTels, whei*e the diike and diichefs received 
tlje young qiieeh and her cottipaiiy very grandly ; 
for the duke Was her uncle, flie being the daugh-» 
ter of the emperor Charles his brdthei:; The 
lady Anne of Bohemia remained with her uncle 
, land jstuiit at Bruffels upwards of a month. She 
was afraid of moving, for fhe had been informed 
Iher^ were twelve large armed veflels, full of Nor- 
taiansi on the fea between Calais and Holland^ 
that feizfed aiid pillaged all that fell into their 
and it vr&A indifferent to them who they 
le jwport was curi-ent, that they cruiz- 
ed 
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«d in thofe feas ft-aiting for the coming of this 
lady ; and that the king of France and his coun- 
cil were defirous of carrying her off, in order to 
break the match, for they were yery uneafv at 
this alliance of the Germans with the Englifli. 
When it was faid to be difhonoiirable to carry 
off ladies in the wars of nien^ they replied, — • 
' How, have you not feen the prince of Wales, 
father to the prefent king of England, confent 
to a fimiiar action in the perfon of the duchefs 
of Bourbon, mother to the queen of France, 
when (he was made prifoner by the foldiers of 
the prince, fliut up in the caftle of BeDeperche, 
and afterwards conducted into Guyenne and 
ranfonied ? If, therefore, to revenge themfelves, 
the French fhould commit fuch an act on the 
intended qiieert of England, they ought not to 
be blamed for it.' On account of thefe fnfpi- 
cions and fears, the young lady remained in 
Bruffels one whole month. The duke of Bra- 
bant, by advice of his conned, fent to France 
the lords de Rouffelans and de Boufquchoir, to 
remonitrate on this fubject with the king and 
his uncles, who were alfo his nephews, being 
his filler's fons. 

The knights of Brabant managed fo well with 
the king and his council that their requeft, was 
complied with, and paffports granted for the 
lady and her attendants to travel through any 
parts of France fhe might choofe, as far as Ca- ' 
lais. The Normans were remanded into poet. 
This anfwer the knights carried to Brabant to 
the duke and duchefs. Tlie king and his uncle* 
wrote 
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wrote to fay, they had granted this favour iat 
their CQuifm the lady Anne, at their folicitatiooi 
alone, and for no other reafon whatever. 

Such information was v^ry pleafing to the 
duke and duchefe of Brabant, as well as to tbofe 
who were to crofs the fea. Preparations were 
immediately maidefor their departure from-Brufw 
feJs ; and the young lady took leave of her uncle,' 
her aunt, and the ladies and damfels of th6 
country who had accompanied her. 
. The duke<had her efcorted with one hundred 
fpears. She paiTed through Ghent, where she 
repofed herfelf for a day, and the citizens did 
every thing in their power to shew her booiouri 
She then came to Bruges, where the earl ^f 
I f'landecB received her very magnificently, asid 
ftopped.for three days. She continjued her 
journey until ftie came to Gravelines, where the 
earls of Salifbury and Devonshire were, waiting 
for her, with five hundred fpears and as naany 
archeus. They conducted her to Calais, wheil 
<the Brabanters returned, afl;er they had deli verg- 
ed her to the barons of England. 

The. young lady made no ftay at Calais but 
until the wind became favourable. She embarked 
on a Wednefday morning when the veifels were 
manned, and the fame day arrived at Dbvet, 
where she halted to repofe herfelf two days : 
on the third, she fet out for Canterbury, 
where the earl, of Buckingham received her 
'Wtjf €*andly. The lady purfued her jour- 

Ir- wito London, and was moft honoura- 
jceceived by the citizens^ the ladies and 
i/ damfels 
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damfels of the toivn and country, who were all 
affembledto meet her. She was married to the 
king, in the chape! of the palace of Weflmin- 
ster, the twentieth day after Chriftmas. On the 
wedding day, there were great feartings. That 
gallant and noble knight fir Robert de Namar 
had always accompanied her, from th^ time she 
quitted Germany until flie was married, for I 
which the emperor and king of England held' 1 
themfelves much obliged. 

The king carried his queen to Windfor,- where^ | 
he kept an open and noble houfe. They were 
very litippy together. She was accompanied by 
the princefs of Wales and the duchefs of Brit-' 
tany, aunt to the king, who at that time was fe- 
parated from the duke her husband ; for the ba- 
rons and council of England would not confent 1 
to her return into Brittany, becaufe he had I 
changed to the French iiitereft. 

The barons and knights were accuftpmed to i 
(ay, — • Since the duke of Brittany has fo ill and 
fo treacheroufly acquitted himfelf to the earl of '] 
Buckingham, and to our men, the laft time i 
they were in France, whenever he (hall de- I 
mand back his duchefs, let us not confent to it, 
but fend him his two enemies, John and Guy j 
of Brittany, children to St. Charles de Blois, | 
and who have a better right to the duchy than I 
bimfelf : he is dnke through our power, and an 1 
ungrateful rcturii does lie make for what he has'^ 
Irad from Us : we onght therefore to act in 
like manner to him, for his difgraceful con- 
duct.' Trueitis. tbat thefe two lords, John 
Vol. VI. D a.\\^ 
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and Guy de Bretaigne, fons of St. 
who were prifoners in England, and con&ded iq 
a firong caftle, under the guard of fir Peter 
d'Ambreticourt, were (ent for, and brought be- 
fore the council of the king of England; whea 
they were informed, that if they would hold 
the duchy of Brittany from England, and ac- 
knowledge it by doing homage tothe king, their 
inheritance fhould be recovered for them, and 
John ihould have the lady Philippa of Lancafter 
to wife. 

But they repUed, they would not have any 
thing to do with it, and would prefer remaining 
in prifon until death to acting otherwife than as 
good Frenchmen. Affairs continued on this 
footing, ai^d they were never afterwards in any 
way fpoken to on the fubject, fince they had 
(hewn the firmnefs of their intentions. 
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CHAP. vir. 

THE KING OF FRANCE CANNOT OBTAIN MONEY 
FROM THE RECEIVER AT PARIS. — THE DUKE 
OF ANJOU MARCHES UNTO ITALY WITH A 
NOBLE ATTENDANCE OF KNIGHTS. 

'\7'OV have before heainl Uow Paris hs^ made 

-^ its pei|ce with the king, on its agreement of 

pqring a certain fum of florins. The florins were 

i xreeUy to ^ receiver whom they had ap<> . 

edf hut. none came to the poffers of the 

lor were any of them fent out of Pari^. 



It happened that the king was in great want of 
money to pay the men at arms he was fending 
to Caftille which by treaty he was bound to do. 
He ordered the receiver at Paris to prepare a 
fum of one hundred thoiifand francs; for he was 
anxious to aflift, in his neceflity, don John of 
Caftille, and clearly Ihewed for what ufe he in* 
tended this money. The receiver replied to thd 
letters from the king, and to thofe who had! 
brought them, in a very civil manner, faying, 
that in truth he had money fufticient, but that 
he conld not pay any of it without the confent 
and permKUon of the town of Paris, Thefe words, 
did not pleafe the king, who declared he would 
remedy all this as foon as he (hould be able.. 
He found the money elfewhere, through ti 
affiftance of the principal towns in Picardy. 

This caufed a great cooinefs between the kin| 
and the Parifians. He never came to Paris, but* 
refided at Meaux, Senlis, Compeigne, and iat 
tliofe parts, to the great difplcafiire of the Pari- 
sians, The greateft refource they had v 
the duke of Anjou for their fafety: he alieady' 
fignecl himfelf king of Sicily and Jemfalen: 
had borne the armii'. 

The diikeco mmonly refided at Paris, becaufe 
there was much money kept ti.ere, and to pre- 
vent the king from receiving any of it, that he 
might be the better fnppiied for his projected en- 
terprife in Italy he was collecting money il 
ail parts, and it was faid the fum he had at Ro- 
quemaur*, near Avignon, was notlefs than two 
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teiOioiis 6f florins. He treated with the Pa^s^^ 
sians^ and^ufed fuch fine language, having wotds 
at command, and befides being from, his bfirtb 
Ihe regent of the khigdom, as the eldeft of the 
king's micles, that he obtained one hundred- 
Ihottfanfd florins, when the king and his two 
uncles of Berry and Burgundy could not procure 
one penny from them. 

The duke of Anjoli, having now finiflied his 
preparations and collected all hi!» fiores, began 
his march early in fpring, and the magnitude of 
his array furprifed everyone. He pafled through 
France to Avignon, where he was much feailed 
by the pope and cardinals. The barons and 
principal lords of Prw'^ence came thither to wait 
on him as their lord, did him homage, and put 
themfelves under his obedience. 

The gallant earl of Savoy, his coufin, came 
to meet him, attended by barons and knights, 
wlio were alfo welt received by the pope and car- 
dinals. During his ftay at Avignon, he arranged 
and fettled the pay and ftores for the Savoyards, 
who were in confiderable numbers, and delivered 
the money to the earl of Savoy. This being 
done, the duke of Anjou aiid the earl of Savoy 
took their leave of the pope, and fet off* from 
Avignon^ foUowing the road to Savoy and Pied- 
mont. The earl was the duke's conductor, and 
paid him tbeutmdft refpect in all the great towns 
through which they pafled. Men at arms were 

(Dtinually advancing, or followed in their rear 

;bat Lombardy was quite open and ready to 
live them. 

itt the dvic^s eiteanc^nto Loxab^dy, he was 

moft 
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raoft honourably received in all the principal j 
towns, more efpecially in Milan, where fir Galea* J 
and fir Bernabo Vifconti loaded him with honours ; 1 
he received from them fuch rich prefents and i 
jewels as would aftonifli, if related. Thedukol 
of Anjon kept a kingly ftate: he had his min^j 
with him, where he coined florins and whita^ 
money, with which he made liis payments alt 
tlirough Lnrabardy and Tufcany. 

When they began to approach Rome, thejri 
marched in a more compact body than they had 1 
hitherto donej for the Romans, being informedfl 
of the duke's march, had thrown up ftroug forti-J 
fications to oppofe him. They had for com-J 
mandera valiant Englilh knight, called fir Joha 
Hawkwood*, who had refided a long time in thai 
part of Italy: he was well acquainted with t 
frontiers, and had under him a large body of men; 
at arms, of Germans, Englifli and other nationti 
in the pay of the Romans, for the defence of I 
ban, at that time called pope, and who reiideoj 
at Rome. 

This pope was not alarmed at the arrival of th^ 
duke of Anjou. When they told him he wa; 
his march, attended by the earl of Savoy and tlu 
count of Geneva, with full ninethoufand lances.1 
of good men at arms, and that it was imcertaih'J 
if he would not come to Rome to dethrone hira^l 
for they were all Clementines,' he replied by fay- J 
ing, ' Chrjstus protegat nos,' That was all the i 

* Sir John Hawkwood. See his life in Nicbol's Bib. Top. Brit, 
alarnt 



i 



58r 

they gave him and the only anfwer he itfade to 
thofe who fpoke to him on the fubject. 

The duke of Anjou, who titled himfelf king^ 
of Naples, Sicily and Jerufalem, duke of Cala- 
bria and la Puglia, accompanied by the earl of 
Savoy, continuedthe'marchof hisarmy through 
Tufcany, the territory of Ancona, and the pa- 
trimony of St. Peter, but did not enter Rome ^ 
for the duke wiflied not to make war on Rome> 
nor oh the Romans, but folely aimed to accbm- 
plifh his enterprife on the terms according to 
which he had Irft France. He kept up kingly 
ft ate wherever he paffed, and all men at arms 
praifed him for the punctuality of his. pay- 
ments. 

At this period his adversary, the lord Charles 

de Durazzo, refided in the city of Naples. He 
alfo figned himfelf king of Naples, Sicily and 
.Jerufalem, duke of la Puglia and Calabria, and 
confidered himfelf as the lawful king, fince the 
queen of Naples was dead without leaving any 
heirs by marriage. He looked on the gift which 
the queen had made to the pope as null, and 
maintained this opinion hy two arguments: the 
jSrft was, that befides b^ing fupported and obey- 
ed by the Neapolitans and Sicilians, the queen 
of Naples could not refign the inheritance of an- 
other; fecondl}^ that fuppofing this refignation 
to have been good and the gift in force to the 
^^oiirt of Rome, and that the popes were entitled 
U, (he had not legally done it, for thofe king- 
's confidered Urban as the true pope, and 
Clement. 

This 
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This is the question which they difputed, and 
the defence Charles de Durazzo made. He alfo 
at the beginning took very wife precautions, f6r 
he amply provided with ftores tlie caftel del Ovo, 
which is one of the ftrongeft Callles in the world, 
and fituated as it were by enchantment in the 
fea, fo that it is impofiible to take it but by ne- 
cromancy or by the help of the devil*. 

When he had provided this callle with a fuP- 
Ticiency to laft three or four years, he collected a 
body of men at arms and tlirew himfelf into it, 
having made all the entrances very fecure, leaving 
the duke of Aujou to act as he pleafed. He well 
knewtheNeapolltans wouldueverdcfcrthim, and 
that, if la Puglia and Calabria (hould be toll for 
two or three years, tliey could eafdy regain it. 

He expected the duke of Anjou would foon find 
himfelf at tlie end of his refources in maiiitainin] 
fuch a large army as he had brought, andwliichiti 
was impoflible for him to continue to fupport.j 
They would be in want of provifion or pay, M'hicUl 
would tire them out in the courfe of two or thn 
years ; and, when they fliouldbe well worn dowijj 
he miglit combatthem to hisadvantage. Charb 
de Durazzo was full of thefe ideas, fome of whici 
were afterwards realized. In truth, no prince 
Chriitendom, exceptthekingsof France or Eng*" 
land, would have been able to have kept up fucS'; 
an immcnfe force as the duke of Anjou did ; fol 
they reported he had brought over the monntaini 
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* Denys Sauvage adds a marginal note, that'if the good 
QBi) Froiriart believes this, ht« mind muft be vei7 fuople.' 
thtl 
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tjiirty thoufand combatants, without-hurting his 
finances : and the undertaking fuch an enterprife 
required much thought and confideration. 



CHAP. VIII. 



THE EARL OF SAVOY, WHO HAD ACCOMPANIEP 
THE DUKE OF ANJOU TO NAPLES, ORDERS A 
MAN TO BE BEHEApED, WHO HAD BOASTED 
THAT HE WOULD GIVE THEM PO SSESSION OF 
THE CASTEL DEL OVO BY ENCHANTMENT. 

WHEN the duke of Anjou and his army en- 
tered la Puglia and Calabria, the whole 
country was their own, and the people teftified 
that they wifhed not for any other lord than hixn : 
in a (hort time, all the barons, principal towns 
and others, put themfelves under his obedience. 
Thofe who have been in thefe countries, which 
are the richeft in the world, report, that from the 
great abundance of every thing, the people are 
perfectly iqdolent, and do no manner of laboar. 
The men at 9'rms, on entering fo rich a coun- 
try, felt themfelves .very comfortable ; but the 
duke of Anjou, the earl of Savoy, the count of 
yendome, the count of .Geneva*, and all the 
knighthpod of France, Savoy and Brittany, 
jmarched on into the Jberritories :of Naples. 



fni of Geneva. Giannone fays> he was brother to pope 
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The citizens of Naples, not fearing 4:Lefe mej;i 
atarms, deigned not to (hut their gates, butkept 
them always open, as they never iniagined the 
duke of Anjou could refide there longer than it 
was agreeable to them ; for the moment they 
fliould be inciofed in the town, whate^'er num- 
bers tiiey might be, they would he loft, as the 
houfes were not eafy to be taken, having before 
their doors planks which may be removed, and ■ 
the fea underneath, on which they would not 
perhaps like to adventure themfelves. 

An enchanter, mafter of necromancy, who had 
refided for fome time in tlie Neapolitan territoryj 
came to the duke of Anjou, and faid, — ' My lord, 
if you will, I can caufe the caftel del Ovo and 
its garrifon to furrender to you,' ' How can that 
be?' replied the duke. 'My lord, I will tell you,' 
anfw.ered the enchanter: ' I can, by'cnchant- 
znent, make the air fo thick over the fea, that 
thofe in the caftle fliall think it a large bridge, . 
on which ten men may march in front: and, 
when they (hall fee this bridge, they will be fo 
frightened they will furrender themfelves to you, 
left, if you attack them, they be taken by ftorm.' 
The duke, much aftoniflied at what he had heard 
called his knights, the count de Vend6me, the 
count de Gen6ve, fir John and fir Peter de Bucil, 
fir Morice de Maumi and others, to whom he 
related what the enchanter had juft told him. 
They were very much furprifcd, but feemed 
>vining to give him faith for it. 

The duke then aflted, — ' Fair mafter, cnn oin 
jijspple march on this bridge of which you ipeiik 



42 
as far as the caftle, atid attack it?' * My lord/ re- 
plied the magician, * of this I dare not atiiire 
you ; for if aiiy one of them, while on this bridge, 
ihoutd make the figh of the crofs, all would dif- 
appear, and thofe on it would fall into the fea.' 
The dtlke, upon this. Began to laugh, and foiile 
of the yoiirtg knights prefeht faid, — * Ha, my lord, 
for God's fake, let him do it : we will not make 
any fign of the crofs, and by this means we (hall 
eafily capture our enemies.' The duke faid he 
would confider of it. 

The earl of Savoy was not prefent at this con- 
verfation, but came foon afterwards. When the 
earl entered the ddke's tent, the magician 6adjuft 
left it ; but the duke told him all that had paifed, 
aind what offers he had made. The earl, having 
fnufed a ^hile, faid, * Send him. to my quarters, 
and I will examine him. He is that mailer ma- 
gician by whofe meanii the queen of Naples and 
iir Otho de Bruiifwick were taken in the eaftel 
del Ovo, fo!^ he catrfed thie fea to fwell fo high 
that it feemed as if it w6uld fwallow the caftle : 
thofe within it W6re fo much frrghtehed they 
looked on th6ftifelve^ a^dedtf . Oxie ought never 
to put too grea< * coiifidi^ncc m fuch people ; for 
you fee the wick^dnefs of the wretches in this 
coimtry : in o^d^ fo pleafe you, and t6' obtain 
your ben^Fdcddfii^, he w?ff betray Gharfes- dt 
ijltffa2z6', to wttbta' A'e ifciTnerly gave upr the 
queen of l^ai^lfeiJ abd her husband.' 

« Well,' replied tlie dufee, ^ I wil! send him to 
foXLJ iFhfi Cii^^atidn tx)b^ aiiotHer tttrn; tod. 



after they had well confidered their iltuation, the 
earl returned to his quarters. 

On the morrow morning, when the lords were 
rifen, the magician waited on the duke, bowing 
mod lowly. As foon as the duke perceived him, 
he ordered a valet to conduct him to the earl of 1 
Savoy. The valet, taking his hand, faid, ' Mafter, 
my lord's will is, that you go to the carl of Savoy".' 
He anfwered, • God's will be done.' When ar- " 
rived at the tent of the earl, the valet faid, ' My 
lord, here is the doctor whom my lord fends to ' 
you.' The earl was much pleafed on feeing him, 
and faid , ' Doctor, do you aflure us for a certainty, 
that you will gain us the caftel del Ovo at fo cheap 
a rate ?' ' Yes, by my troth, ray lord, ' replied the 
enchanter, ' for by a iimiJar trick I got it for hiin 
who is now within it, namely the lord Charles de 
Durtizzo, from the queen of Naples, her daugh- ' 
ter and hufband fir Robert d'Artois* and fir Otho * 
de Brunfwick, I am the man in the world of 
whom the lord Charles has the greatest dread.' 

' By my faith,' rei>Med the earl, ' you fpe^k 
well; but I wifh the lord Charles to know, that 
fee is in the wrong to fear you fo miich, for I will 
make him eafy on that head : you (hall not hence- 



■* Robert d'Arlois. Deiiyg Sauvage, in his 94th annolatron, 
faji,—' The hiftory of Naples often fpeak^ of this Robert 
d'Artois, makinghim the hufband of Mary, daU|i;hier to Jonn 
queen of Naples ; but no mention whatever ia made of thefe 
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fiififer himfelf to be tbus deceived, and wifll todeceive pofterity.' 
forward 



u 

forward peribrm any enchantmeut to deceive him 
or any one elfe. I will not have it reproached to 
us in times to come, that fuch knights and fquires 
and valiant men at arms here aflembled fhoulc} 
have been obligeil for our fuccefs to magic, nor 
do we defire to conquer our enemies by fuch 
means.'. He then ordered a fervant to call the 
lieadfman, and have his head llruck otF. The earl's 
commands were inftantly obeyed, and his head 
waiscutoff on the outfide of the tent. Such was 
the end of this enchanter, and fuch his recom- 
penfe. 

We will now leave the duke of Anjou, his 
anny and his marches, and return to the affairs 
of Portugal, and relate how the £i)gli(h an4 
Qafcons profpered. 



CHAP. XL 

THE CANON DE ROBERSAC MAKES ANOTHER EX- 
CURSION CONTRARY TO THE WHX OF THE 
KING OF PORTUGAL, AND TAKES SEXTIRAL 
PLACES ADJOINING TO SEVILLE. 

■^ I^HE knights in garrifon at Befioufe, and who 
^ bad been there for fo coniiderable a timet 
hmng made but one excurfion, when they took 
tlie Caffle of Rghiere, refolved, about the middle 
flf April, to make another : for they were Tery 
i«(cii fuiprifed at the conduct of the king of 

Portngal 



Portugal and earl of Cambridge, who liadlet them' 
remain idle the nine months they had now been: 
in Portugal, without having formed any expedi- 
tion but the one for which they had been blamed. 

They determined to fend to and remonfirate 
with the earl of Cambridge on this fid)Ject: I 
believe the envoy was the fo'jidicli de la Trane- 
He came to Eftremoz, where the earl was quar- 
tered, and faid to him, — ' My lord, my compa- • 
nions fend me to you, to know what you would 
wifli them to do; for they much wonder why 
they have been brought to this country, to re- 
main fo long in indolence, which difpleafes them 
much. You will let me know what you would 
have them do, for they are very, defirous of 
making an excurfion.' 

' Souldich,' replied the earl,' you know, that 
■when I left England, ray lord and brother the 
duke of Lancafter promifed me, on his faith, 
that on his return from Scotland, whither he 
was then going, he would join us with men at 
arms, to the amount of three thoufand, and as 
many archers. Upon this engagement, I came 
merely to reconnoitre the country. In a fliort 
time we fliall have intelligence from him; for it 
is equally unpleafant to me to have remained fo 
long in this country. You will therefore faluta 
your companions in ray name, and tell them 
what I have juft faid to you. I cannot wifli to 
prevent them from making an excurfion, fince 
they have fuch an inclination for it; but you know 
ihe king of Portugal gives u.sour pay, and there- 
fore we ought to conform to his ordera.' 
. ' By my faith, my lord,' anfwered the foxAivcV, 
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' he pays badl}^ and our companions compIaiiK 
much of it: he owes us now fix months pay.* 

* He will pay you well/ replied the earlc 
* money never comes difagreeably/ On thiff, 
the foiddich left the earl, and returned to his 
companions, to whom he related what you have 
heard. 

* Gentlemen/ faid the canon, * I will not defift 
from making an excurfion, notwithftanding what 
has been faid, for I fee clearly they wilh to put 
off all fuch attempts. They do not defire we 
(hould commit hoftilities, that we may not have 
caufe to demand our pay : but my opinion is, 
that we take the field.' 

They felected thofe who fliould form this ex* 
pedition, and refolved to undertake it on the 
morrow having their arms quite ready. 

The lord John de Ferrande, one of the knights 
of the king of Portugal, who had learnt they were 
^efirous of performing fome euterprife, came to 
them, and brought letters to the canon de Rober- 
fac. He re^d them, and found that the king tif 
Portugal forbid him to quit his quarters; . adding* 
that he was well informed it was through him 
means all th/efe expeditions were thought of. 

The canon was much enraged at this oider^ 
l^id faid to the knight, — ' John, I fee plainly the 
king v^U not permit me to make any excurfion. 
^oWf fuppofe I remain in my houia, do you 
jthiill^ t^ t;h^ others, who are better knights and 
^l|M9l%)}^ t^ttm I5 wiil alfo fiay at home and 
|||l€^^^iiteFprife i Oh no, by my troths 
i,^ tOrBlormw s for they are deter- 
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mined and prepared to take the field." ' My 
lord,' reiilied Fcrrande, ' command them, in the 
king's riamcj not to do fo.' ' By my faith/ faiil 
the canon, * I will do no fucU thing: do vou, . 
who belong to the king, order them yourfeU".' 

Things remained in this ftate all night. Iii 
the morning, the trumpets founded, when the 
knights and fqiiires, being armed and mounted, 
came before the canon's houfc, wlio bad not put 
on his armour. On the Englifli and Gafcon 
knights drawing up, he came to the window, 
and told them the king of Portugal would not. 
allow him, nor any of his party, to make an ex- 
curfion. 'By my faith,' anfweredthey, 'we will 
have a ride, iiiice we are fo well inclined to it: 
aud fo fliall you too, for it fhall never be re- 
proached yon, that when we had taken the field, 
you ftaid at home.' Tlie canon was then oblig- 
ed to arm himfelf, and mount his liorse. The. 
Portuguefe knight, the lord Ferrajade, was oblig- 
ed to do tlie fame ; fo much was he pressed by 
the others, but it occafioned him to Hand in the 
jll graces of the king, and he was near being 
Jiianged, 

They marched out of Befioufe to the amount 
of about four hundred fpears and as many arch- 
prs; and, taking the Seville road towards a 
caftle and town called Ban,* continued their 
march until tliey arrived, and furrountled the 
part which feemed moft eafy to be taken. They 
difmounted, formed themfQlvea in order ^f at- 
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fack, entered the ditches, which were dry/ ancT 
began the aflault vigoroufly. 

At this time, there were no men at arms' in the' 
town of Ban. The inhabitants, though , badly 
armed, mounted the walls and defended them- 
felves- as well as they were able with lances and 
javelins, but this could not laft long. They 
therefore began to treat with the affailants, and 
at length furrendered, on having their lives and 
fortunes fpared, declaring they would put them- 
felves under the obedience of don Fernando king 
of Portugal. 

They were welF received iii the t6wn, whieli' 
they entered to refrefti themfelves; when they' 
began to examine by what meatis they could' 
gain the caftle. They law it might be taken;- 
and, that fame ev'ening, feme of the army began 
to fkirmifh. On the morrow, a more regular 
attack commenced. 

The governor of the caftle was a gentleman of 
the country called Peter Jagoufes, but he was 
not an able man at arms, as he (hewed ; foTr as 
fgouas he faw himfelf thus attacked,* and 4b many 
men at arms advancing, he took fright, Watered* 
into terms, and furrendered the caftle op: his 
and the grrrifon's lives being fpared. -They 
ftrengthened it. with good meidi at arms and 
archers, and then departed towaitis another 
caftle, feven leagues diftant, called la Cour-^ 
tiffe.* On their arrival, they inft;antly began 
the attack very (harply ; but thofe within de- 
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fended themfelves to the utmoftof their power, 
and difdained to furrender. At the firft attack, 
which was fevere, the governor of the caftle 
called Radulph, was flaiti. He was an expert and 
valiant man at arms, but, having adventured 
himfelf too raflily on the bulwarks, was killed by 
an arrow. On his death the others lost courage; 
the castle was taken, and the greater part of the 
ganifon put to the fword. Thus did the canon 
and his companions gain the caftle of la Cour- 
tifle. They ftrenjthened it with a new garrifon; 
and, having well fupplied it with every thing, 
they marched towards the city of Seville the 
grand. 



CHAP. X. 
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THE CANON AND HIS COMPANIONS GAIN MUCH ' 

BOOTY FEOM THE KING OF CAST ILLE.— THEY 

MUTINY AGAINST THE KING OF PORTUGAL, 

WHO ORDERS THEIR PAY TO BE INSTANTLY 

DELIVERED TO THEM. 

*■ I 'HESE Englifh and Gafcon men at arms 

-*■ continued marching until they came to Jaf- 

fre, ten leagues from Seville. It is a badly in- 

clofed town ; but there is a very ftrong monaf- 

tery which thofe of the town and country had 

fortified, and they had retreated thither trailing 

to its ftrength. 

On their arrival, the town of Jaffre was imme- 
diately taken and burnt. They foon attacked the 
monaftery ; but it was an hour before it was taken. 
Vol. VI. E ^^ie\\ 
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Vfhen thofe who firft entered it gained great pil- 
lage: many were there flain. Having received 
intelligence that there were in fome marfliy 
grounds, in an adjoining valley, upwards of 
twenty thoufand head of cattle, pigs> cows and 
flieep, t hey puftied forward ; and, having enter- 
ed the marfh, ordered their infantry to drive out 
the cattle. Thcv then refolved to returuto their 
quarters in Befioufe, and fet out accordingly. 
They arrived there on the evening of the enfu- 
ing day with all their booty; by which they had 
provifions in abundance, and for a long time. 

Thus ended this expedition. WTien the lord 
Ferrande returned toLilbonto theking, and re- 
ported to hinj w hat they had done against their 
enemies, and the srreat bootv thev had made, he 
imagined the king would have been well pleafed ; 
but no> for ho faid to him, — * How, thou ftinking 
ralcal, haft thou dartxl, after the pofitive denial 
1 font thorn, to oonlont to their making an ex- 
curfion» and to accompany them thyfelf? By 
St. Jacob, I will have thee hanged.* The 
knight, on this, cart himfolf on his knees, and 
laid> — * My loixi, their captain acquitted himfelf 
dutifutly ami k\v;dly; but the others by force 
made him gv^ wi:h thom^ as well as myfdf, to 
ihew them the couniry. When the expedition 
ha:? to wt^ll tuocootloii, you ought to pardon it.* 

Xol with:?iaudiag this f^Ktvb^ the king ordered 
h'm :o j^riior.. wh; rt" ho rx^mained until the eari 
t^' Ciimbridi^* doli\orx\l him when he came to 
lJtK>n v>n tht' buiin^ fs ot' which vou ihall hear. 

Alter tho Ku^iui a:>u G^Vxms were returned 

to 
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to the town of Befioufe, and had remained there 
fome time, they refolved to fend to the king of 
Portugal to demand their pay. They fchoie 
nnanimoufly the lord Talbot, a baron from 
Wales, as their ambaflador. When the* lord 
Talbot was come to Lifbon, and had retnonftrated 
with the king on the fubject of his miflion, the 
king only made for anfwer, ^ that they had twice 
made excurfions contrary to his brders, which 
had much difpleafed him, and had been the caufe 
of the delay in their payment.' As he could not 
obtain any other anfwer, lord Talbot returned 
to his companions, and related what the king 
had faid, which much angered them. 

This fame week, the earl of Cambridge quit- 
ted Eftremoz and came to Befioufe, where h^ 
took up his lodgings, in ^ monaftery of monks on 
the outfide of the town. The knights in ^arriforl 
were rejoiced on hearing this; for there wer6 
among them fome who were unable to wait fo 
long for their pay from the king, and faid among 
themfelves, — * We are marvelloufly well taken 
xiare of: we have been in this country almoft a 
year, and have never received any money. It 
is impoflible bnt our commander muft have had 
fome, for he would never have borne it for fo 
great a length of time.' 

Thefe murmurings increafed fo much that they 
declared they would not longer fufFer fuch treat- 
ment, and fixed a day to debate the matter a- 
mong themfelves. The place of conference was 
^.ppointed in a handfome church fituated without 
the town of Befioufe, and oppofite to the Cor- 
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deliers, "vv^here the carl of Cambridge had his re^ 
fidence. The canon of Roberfac promifed to at- 
tend : indeed^ it was well he did, for otherwife 
it would have turned out badly. 

About eight o'clock, they were all afTembled, 
except the canon, fuch as fir William Beau- 
champ, fir Matthew Gournay his uncle, the lord 
Talbot, fir William Hermon ;* and, of Gafcons, 
the fouldich de la Trane, the lord de la Barde, 
the lord de Ch^teauneuf and feveral more,' who 
began to fpeak and make their complaints known 
to each other. There was among them a knight 
bafl;ard brother to the king of England, called 
fir John Sounder, who was louder than all the 
refl;, and faid, — *The earl of Cambridge has 
brought us hither: every day we venture our 
lives, and are willing fo to do, for his fervice, 
and yet he keeps our pay. I therefore advife, 
that we form a fl;rict union among ourfelves, and 
unanimoufly agree to difplay the pennon of St. 
George, declaring ourfelves friends td God, and 
enemies to all the world; for if we do not make 
ourfelves feared, we fliall not have any thing.* 

* By my faith,' replied fir William Helmon, 

* you fay well, and we will do it.' All agreed 
to the propofal, and confidered whom they 
fliould choofe for their leader: they thought 
they could not have a better than Sounder, for 
he would have more leifure to do mifchief, and 
had greater courage for it, than the others. 

They hoifl;ed the pennon of St. George, and 
cried out, — * A Sounder, a Sounder, that valiant 
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"bastard! Friends to God, and enemies to all 
mankind.' They were then well inclined to at- 
tack the town of Befioufe, and declare war 
against the king of Portugal, 

Sir Matthew Gournay and fir William Beau- 
champ had long argued against attacking Befi- 
oufe, but had been little attended lo. At the 
moment they had difplayed the pennon of St. 
George, and were quitting the church, the ca- 
non arrived, and, pufhing through the crowd, 
got up to the head altar, M'lieii he cried 
aloud, — • My fair firs, what are you going to do ? 
Be orderly and temperate, I conjure you; for I 
fee you are much difturbed.' 

Sir John Sounder and fir William Helraon then 
advanced to him, and related what they had done 
and what were their intentions. The canon, by 
fair language, reftrained them : * Confider, gen- 
tlemen, what you are about : that which you in- 
tend is folly and madnefs. We cannot deftroy ] 
ourfelves more effectually. If we make war on 
this country, our enemies will hear of it, and will 
gain courage when they fee we cannot oppofe 
them. We fliall thus ruin ourfelves two waysy ] 
for our enemies will be rejoiced and aifured of ' 
what at prefent they may only fufpect, and we 
fliall forfeit our loyalty to the earl of Cambridge.' - 

* And what would you have us do, canon ?' (aid - 
Sounder : ' we have expended much more than 
our pay, and fince our arrival in Portugal we 
have not had any loan or any payment whatever. 
If you have been paid, we have not, and your 
complaints will be vain.' 
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'By toy faith. Sounder/ replied the canon, * 1 
have not received more than you have, nor will 
I receive any thing without your knowledge.* 

Some of the knights prefent anfwered,- — * We 
firmly believe you: but all things muft Tiave an 
end. Shew us hew we may get clear of this bufi- 
nefs with honour^ and that as fpeedily 'as may 
be; for if we be not well paid^ and in a ftiort 
time, matters will go iU.' 

The canon de Roberfac then replied, — * Fair 
firs, I would advife firft of all, in the fituation we 
are in, that we wait on the earl of Cambridge, 
and remonftrate with him on thefe matters of 
which he ought to be informed/ 'And who is 
there among us,' faid fome one, * who will re* 
monfirate with him ?* * I will,' replied Sounder; 
* but you muft all avow what I fliall fay.* The 
whole company promifed to do fo. They then 
departed with the pennon of St. George, which 
they had that day difplayed, carried before them, 
and came to the Cordeliers, where the earl €rf 
Cambridge was lodged. 

Juft a& he was going to dinner, thefe compa- 
nions, to the amount of about feven hundred, 
entered the court, and demanded the earl, who, 
having quitted his^ chamber, came into the hall 
to fpeak with them. The knights had advanced 
with Sounder at their head, and remonftrated in 
an agreeable manner and fpeech, faying, *'My 
lord, it was you who affembled us in England ; 
and we came hither according to your entreaties 
JEWS well as the others who ar^ now without : we 

have 
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have left our country to oblige yon. You ap« 
therefore our chief, and we muft look to you for 
■our pay, of which hitherto we have not received 
any thing ; for, as to the king of Portugal, we 
fhould never have come to his country, nor en- 
tered his fervice, if you had not been our pay-' 
mafter. However, if you fay that the war con- 
cerns only the king of Portugal, and tliat you 
are not interefted in it, we will foon pay onr- 
felves our fubfidy, for we will overrun the coiin- 
iry, let the confequences be what they may,' 

'Sounder,' replied the earl, ' I do not fay that 
you ought not to be paid; but, that if you over- 
run this country, you will throw great biame on 
me, as well as on the king of England, who is fo 
ftrictly allied to the king of Portugal.' 

•And what woilld you have us do?' a/ked 
Sounder. 'I will,' replied the earl, 'that you 
choofe three of our knights, an Englifhman, a 
GafcoH and a German, and that thefe three fet 
«ut for Lifbon, to explain to tlie king this bufi- 
nefs, and the length of time he has delayed pay. 
ment to our companions. When you {hall thus , 
have fummoncd him, you will have a better' 
right to follow your own incHnati,ons.' ' By my 
faith,' faid the canon de Roberfae, ' ray lord of ' 
Cambridge fays. well, and fpeaks wisely and 
boldly.' They all agreed to this laft propofal; 
but, notwithiianding, they wontd not take down 
the pennon of St. George, faying that fince 
they had unanimoufly raifed it in Portugal, 
they would not lower it as long as they fliould 
remain there. 

They 
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They then felected thofe who were tb wait on 
th&king of Portugal: fir William Helmon was 
chofen by the Englifh, fir Thomas Simon by the 
Germans, the lord de Chateauneuf by the Gaf* 
cons. Thefe three knights fet out, and conti- 
nued their journey until they came to 'Lifl>on, 
where they found the king, who received them 
handfomely, afked from them the news, and 
what their companions were doing ? 

^ My lord,' they replied, * they are all in very 
good health, and would willingly make fome ex* 
curfions, and employ this feafon otherwife than 
they do 5 for long idlends is not agreeable to 
them/ ^ Well,' faid the king, ^ they (hall very 
fliortly make an excurfion, and I will accompany 
them, and you will let them know this from me/ 

' My lord,' anfwered fir William, ' we are fent 
. hither by their orders, to tell you, that fi.nce their, 
arrival in this country, they have neither had loan 
nor payment from you, and that they are not 
fatisfied; for whoever wishes to obtain the love 
;aiid fervice of men at arms mufl; pay them better 
than you have hitherto done, the neglect of which 
they have for fome time taken to heart; fOr they 
know not on whom they depend, andhave thrown 
the blame on our captains, fothat the affair wa$ 
on the point of taking a very difagreeable turtle 
Our chiefs excufed themfelves, as it was knowQ 
they had not received any thing. Now, know for a 
truth, they will be paid their full pay, if you wish 
their fervices ; and if you will not pay them> they 
aflure you by us, that they will pay th^mfdves 
from your country. Therefore confider well thJ9 
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bulinefs, and give us fuch an anfwer as we may 
carryback; fortheyare only waiting our return.* 

The king mufed a little, and then faid; ' Sir 
William, it is but juft they fbould be paid: but 
they have much vexed me, by difobeying my or- 
ders, in making two excuriioris, which if they 
had not Hone, they fhould long ago have been 
fully fatisfied in every refpect.' 

' Sire,' replied fir William, • if they have made 
any excurfions, they have turned out to your ad- 
vantage: they have taken towns, caftles, and 
overrnnthc territories of your enemy, even as far 
as Seville: all this has been gallantly performed. 
Theyoughtnottolofethiafeafon, which, indeed, 
tbey are determined not to do ; for they declare, 
on our return, they will pay themfelves, unleft 
they fliall receive by us a more gracious anfwer, 
than as yet they have obtained from you.' 

' Well,' faid the king, ' inform them, that 
within fifteen days at the lateft, I will give orders 
for their pay to be delivered to them, to the ut- 
moft farthing; bat tell the earl of Cambridge that 
I wifli to fpeak with him.' ' Sire,' replied fir Wil- 
liam, ' I will do fo, and you fay well,' 

As he finiflied thefe words, dinner was ferved, 
when they dined together, and the king made th^ 
three fit at his table, and feafted them much. 
Thus pafled the day, and on the morrow they 
returned to their friends. As foon as their arri- 
val was known, the knights crowded about them, 
to learn what they had done : they related to them 
theanfwer, and the king's promife, with which 
they 
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were all well (atisfied.* *Now fee/ faid Sounder, 
* if riot be not fometimes of ufe : we have advaii* 
ced the delivery of our pay, by having been a 
little riotous : he fares well who is feared.' 

The three knights waited on the earl of Cam- 
bridge, and reported to him what they had done, 
and that the king wanted to fpeak with him. He 
fet out from the town in the morning, and rode 
to Lifbon, where he was joyfully received by his 
fon and daughter-in-law. 

The king had a long conference with him, 
when they determined on certain expeditions. 
The king, in confequence, iffued his fummons 
throughout the realm, for every one to be prepared 
for the field by the feventh of June, and to afTem- 
ble between the towns of Badajos and Clemence. 

This fummons was publiflied throughout the 
kingdom of Portugal, when all defcriptions of 
men armed and prepared themfelves in the beft 
manner they were able, to be at the rendezvous 
on foot, by the appointed day. 
' On the arrival of the earl of Cambridge at Lif- 
bon, don Ferrande obtained his liberty, with whom 
the king had been much angered, on account of 
thofe before mentioned excurfions. The earl 
took his leave, returned to his companions iii 
high fpirits and ordered them to be in readinefsby 
the "day which had be^feced on. Soon after mo- 
n6y arrived for the pay of the troops, the captains 
firfi, fo that every one was contented; but the 
jieiliion of St. George was ftill jdifplayed. 

^•/©fl' CHAP, 



CHAP. XI. 

THE KINGS OF CASTILLE AND PORTUGAL ASSfiM'* 
BLE THEIR FORCES. — PEACE M\DE BETWEEN . 
THEM AGAINST THE WILL OF THE ENGLISH. 
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DON John of Caftille was not idle in collect- ' 
I ng numbers of men at arms. Two thoufand 
fpears, knights and fquires, and four thoufand 
jnfaiitry, had come to him from France; he had, 
befides,- in his own country, ten thoufand horfe, 
-and as many foot. As he refided at Seville, he 
wasnot ignorant of the fummons which the king 
of Portugalhadiffued; hetherefore, findinghim- 
felf the limiii^eft, thought he iliould act more , 
honourahly in this war, if lie fent to the king of 
^ortufra!, to aik him to fix on any fpot in his 
dominions where the two armies could meet, 
jand fight it out; and that, if he would not, he 
would offer a place in Spain for the combat. 

He therefore fent a herald with this meffage, , 
who rode on until he came to Lisbon, where he 
delivered it to the king, word for word. The king 
replied to the herald, that he would maturely cod- 
fiderthe option given to him, and would fend to 
the king of Spain his final anfwer. The herald, 
having executed his commiffion, took leave of 
the king, and returned to Seville. 

He found there the king and his barons, as 
wellasthofe who had come from France, Arra- 

gon 
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gon and Galicia, to whom he reported all he 
had heard or feen. 

No long time pafTed before the king of Portu- 
gal was advifed by the councils of the EngliQi to 
oS^ a place in his own country, for the two armies 
Iq combat. Sir Thomas Simon and the fouldich 
dtlaTrane, were ordered on the part of the king 
to feek for a proper fituation : they chofe a fpot 
betweenElvasandBadajos, where there was room 
iufficient for the battle. As they were going to 
execute this order, the two knights and their men 
ikhanilhed with fome advanced forces of the king 
/of Oailille: the engagement was fevere, and 
feveral were flain and wounded on both lides. 
They, however, returned to the king of Portugal^ 
and related where they had chofen a fit fituation, 
aad alfo the name of the place. 

A German knight, called fu* John Couftedor, 
was ordered to carry this intimation, attended by 
a herald, to the king of Spain. The knight let 
out, and xode to Seville, where he found the king, 
and related what the king of Portugal had in- 
0;ructed him to fay, that he accepted his ofifer of 
combat, and had fixed on a place for the field of 
battle, between Elvas an,d Badajos; and that 
wltiuh five days after his return firom Seville, he 
would there find the king of Portugal with his 
whole army, who defired nothing better than to 
give him battle. 

The Spaniards were much pleafed ^^ith this 
news, as were alfo the French. Sir Tristan de 
Roye, fir John de Vernettes,*fir Peter de Yilkuneff, 
and others, taking with them the knight from 
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Portugal, entertained him magnificently for one 
whole day in Seville, and fhewed him as much 
refpeet as poffible. They efcorted him as far as 
Jaffres, when they returned; and the knight 
continued his journey to the king of Portugal 
and his knights, ami told them how he had de- 
livered his meffage, and the anfwer he had re- 
ceived, which gave them' great fatisfection. 

It was not long before the king of Portugal 
came and encamped where his army was, be- 
tween Eivas and Badajos, It was a handforae 
plain below fome olive trees ; and he had brought 
thither the greater part of his fubjects from whom 
he could expect alTiftance : they might amount 
to about fifteen thonfand men. 

On the fourth day afterwards, the earl of Cam- 
bridge arrived with the Englifli, in handfome 
array: they were about fix hundred men at arms 
and as many archers: they encamped themfelves 
together, feparate from the king's army. 

"When the king of Spain heard that the king 
jof Portugal was encamped on the field where 
the battle was to be fought, he feemed delighted, 
and faid, — ' Come, let us make halle: our ene- 
mies are waiting : it is time for us to fet out. 
We have oifered them battle, which they have ac- 
cepted, and are ready by the day appointed, fo 
that an engagement muft enfue : let us there- 
fore march thither.' 

The men at arms were then ordered to advance 
with their men, for the king was fetting out. All 
tte knights, fquires and men at arms, in confe- 
quence. 
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quence, broke up their quarters, both Spauiarcfe 
and French, and followed the banners erf dou 
John of Caftille, who encamped two {hort 
leagues from Badajos, in the plains of Elvas. 

The king of Spain had in his army upwards 
of thirty thoufand fighting men, including thofe 
mounted on genets : they were in the whole fix* 
ty thoufand. In this fituation, the two armies re- 
mained dppofite to each other. There was only 
between them the mountain of Badajos, which 
is a large town belonging to the kiixg of Spain, 
and w^here his i?ien went whenever they were ia 
want of provifion. The city of Elvas was on the 
oppofitefide, andbelonged to the king of Portugal. 

On the plain there were daily fkirmifhes ^ for 
the young bachelors who were dpfirous to advance 
tliemfelves went thither, when fome gallant feats 
were continually performed : they then returned 
to their quarters. Things remained in this ftate 
for u p wards. of fu teen days.; and it was not any 
fault in the king of Spaii) that the comba^; did not 
take place, for it depended folely on the king of 
Portugal, who, not, being in fufficient force to 
meet the Spaniards, was afraid of the evcAt. He 
well knew, that if he were defeated, his kingdom: 
would be loft, and that whole feafoa he had been 
expectitxg the duke of Lancafter, with the great 
aid he was to bring him from England of four thou^^ 
fand men at arms and the fame number of archers^ 

The earl of Cambridge had affured the king of 
Portugal, that he might depend on this, and 
thought nothing could prevent it ; for the duk^ 
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of Lancafter, when he was fettiug out for Scot- 
land, had fworn to him by his faith, that on his 
return, he would think of nothing elfe, and 
would inftantly come to Portugal with fuch an 
army as (hould enable him to engage with the . 
king of Caftille, 

True it is, that tlie duke of Lancalier did 
every thing in his power to prevail on the king 
and his council to liften to this bufmefs; but ou 
account of the internal troubles which had hap- 
pened this year, and forae events which had 
fallen out in Flanders, the king and his council 
would not confent to this expedition to Portu- 
gal, fo that all the men at arms were detained iu 
England. . 

When the king of Portugal heard this, and 
found that he mull not expect any fuccours from 
England, he began to open a treaty : the grand 
mafter of Calatrava, don Pedro de Modesque, the 
bifliop of Burgos and the bilhop of Lilbon, en- 
tered into negotiations for peace between Portu- 
gal and Spain. Thefe were carried on fo fuc- 
cefsfully, that peace was made, without any no- 
tice being taken of the Englith. The earl of Cam- 
bridge was very melancholy on learning this newSj 
and would willingly have made war on, the king 
of Portugal, if he had beenftrong enough in the 
country; but he wasnot:.hewasthereforeobliged 
to endure this peace whether he would or not. i 

The Englifti complained that the king of Poi:- ' 
tugal had behaved ill to them, from the beginning 
to the end, and that he had always diflembled 
with the Spaniards, for he had never had any in- 
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clination to fight with them. The king cxcufed 
himfelf^ by throwing all the blanie on the duke 
of Ldhcailer, and the Englifh, for not coming 
according to their promifes, and aiTured them 
that at that moment he could not act otherwife. 



CHAPrXII. 

A JOUST BETWEEN A FRENCH KNIGHT AND AN 
ENGLISH SQUIRE.— THE EARL OF CAMBRIDGE 
LEADS : BACK HIS ARMY TO ENGLAND, WITH 
HIS SON, WHOSE BETROTHED WIFE, THE 1N>* 
FANTA OF PORTUGAL, IS AFTERWARDS MAR- 
RIED TO THE KING OF CASTILLE. 

IN thearAiyof theking bf Caftille was a young 
knight from France, called fir Tristan de Rojre^ 
\<rho was defirous of difplaying his courage. 
Wheii he faw, that as peace was concluded, 
there would not be any engagement, he deter- 
mined not to quit Spain, without doing fome- 
thing to be talked of. He fent a herald to the Eng- 
lifli artny, requesting, that fince peace had put 
im end to the combat, fomeone would have the 
kindnefs to tilt with him three courfes with the 
lance befbre the city of Badajos. When this 
request was brought to the army, they cotifiiHed 
together, and faid it ought not to be refliffed. 

A young Englifh fquire then ftepped forth, call- 
ed Miles Windfor, wha wished honourably to be 
i^reated a knightj^ and faid to the herald y * Friend, 

return 
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return to thy maftefs, and tell firTriftaade Roye, 
that to-morrow he (hall be delivered from his 
row, by Miles Windfor, before the city of Ba- 
dajos, according to his requefl/ 

The herald returned, and related the anfwer 
to his masters, and fir Tristran de Roye, who 
was highly pleafed. On the morrow morning. 
Miles Windfor left the army of the earl of Cam- 
bridge, and went towards Eadajos, which was 
hard by, as there was only the mountain to crofsj 
well accompanied by his friends ^ fuch as fir 
Matthew Gournay, fir William Beauchamp; fir 
Thomas Simon, the fouldich de la Trane, the 
lord de Chateauneuf, the lord de la Barde, and 
feveral more -, there were upwards of one hun-. 
dred knights on tlie fpot, where the tournament 
was to be performed. Sir Tristan de Roye was 
already there, accompanied by French and 
Bretons. 

Miles was created a knight by the fouldich de 
la Trane, as being the most accompliftied knight 
there, and the pcrfon who had been in the 
greatest number of brilliant actions. When the 
combatants were completely armed, with lances 
in their rests, and mounted, they fpurred their 
horfes, and, lowering their fpears, met each 
other with fuch f jrce that their lances were twice 
broken against their breast-plates, but no other 
liUPt enfued. They then took their tliird lance, 
and the lliock was fo great that t\\e heads. 
of Bourdeaux steel pierced their fliields, and 
throu^th all their other armour even to the 
Ikin, but did not wound them : the fpears were 
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Ihatteredi and the brokfeii pi6oeft flew oyet their 
helmets. This combat wafe imuCh pt^iteA by fell 
the kfiights bf ^ach fide who were pr^fent. They 
then took leave of eACh other With much refpect, 
and returned to their different quarters, for no 
bther deeds of arms were performed. 

Peace being now restored, both Spaniards and 
Portuguefe returned to their own homes. In 
fuch manner was this fgreat affembly of Spa- 
niards, Englifh and Portuguefe broken up. 

At this time, news was brought to the army of 
the king of Spain, that the king of Granada had 
declared war against the kings of Barbary and 
Tremeyen, and that all men at arms who might 
wifli to go thither would be received into pay. 
The king of Granada had fent paffports, and 
Ordered his meffengers to fay, that to thofe who 
arrived in Granada, he would advance a quar- 
ter's pay. 

Several French knights who wiflied to advance 
tbemfelves, as fir Tristan de Roye, fir Geoffry de 
Chargny, fir Peter de Clermont, took leave of 
don John of Castille, and went to thofe parts in 
fearch of deeds of arms. Some Englifh went 
Ihither alfo, but they were few in number ; for 
the earl of Cambridge conducted them to Eng? 
land, carrying his fon with him. He fliewed 
how much diffatisfied he was with the king by 
not leaving this fon behind, who had been be? 
trothed to the infanta of Portugal. 

The earl faid the air of Portugal did not agree 
with his fon*s health ; and, in fpite of every 
thing the king could urge, he would not permit 

liinj 



him to ftay, adding, that he was too young to I 

remain in Portugal, from which the following ] 

confequences enfued : ^ 

About a year after the conclufionofthis peace, i 

when the Englifli were returned iiome with the I 
earl of Cambridge, the queen of don John of 

Cailille died : flie «'as daughter to the king of J 

Arrogan. The king being thus a widower, it was 1 

confitlered by the barons and prelates of Spain I 

and Portugal, that the propereft alliance which 1 

could be made with the lady Beatrice of Portu- i 

gal was the king of Spain, who could not more | 

nobly connect himfelf than with the infanta. In j 

order to confirm the peace between the two king- I 

doms, the king of Portugal confented, and broke j 

off the match with the fon of the earl of Cam- I 

bridge, ty a difpcnfation from the pope, who I 

confirmed this new alliance. Thus became the 1 

infanta of Portugal queen of Spain, Gallicia and j 

CaftiUe ; and the brought the king a fon the ' 
firftyear of her marriage, to his great joy. 

The king of Portugal died foon after this 

event j but the Portuguefe were unwilling to i 

-fubmit themfelves to the dominion of the Spa- J 

niards, and gave the crown to a baftard bra- | 

ther of the king, who was grand mafter of the I 

order of Aris*, and called the baftard of Portu- ] 

gal. He was a valiant man, had always borne 1 
arms, and much helov^ed by the Portuguefe, as 
they fliowed ; for they cmwned him king, and 

* Avis, FroifTart falls him ciafter Denj's. For particulars 
of the order of the Bivii, Tee tliC Hiitoire tie* "Orilres dp 
Chivajerie. 
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chofe him their lord for his valour. This tranf> 
action was the caufe of great wars between 
the kingdoms of Spain and Portugal, as you 
fliall hear related in the courfe of this hiftory. 

When tlie earl of Cambridge, the canon de 
Roberfac, and theEnglifh knights were returaedl 
fl'on} Portugal, and had waited on the king and 
duke of Lancafter, they were very gracioufly en- 
ertained, as was right, and then they were afked 
for news : they told them a fufficiency, and the 
hiftory of their whole campaign. 

The duke of L^nqafter, >yhom this bufinefs 
touched more eflentially than any other> on ac- 
count of the claim he made to Caftille, in right 
of his wife, the lady Conftance, eldeft daughter 
to don Pedro, inquired of his brother every par- 
ticular, and how they had conducted theipfelves 
in PortugaL 

The earl told him that the armies remained 
upwards of fifteen days oppofite to each others 
* and becaufe, my fair brother, there C2^me no 
intelligence of you, the king of Portugsjl haf- 
tily made peace, and, in fpite of every thing 
we could fay, he would not confent to a battle : 
our men were much concerned thereat, for they 
would willingly have haz^^rded it. Seeing, there- 
fore, that aflairg were not on ^ very fure founda- 
tion, I have brought home myfon, although he 
has been betrothed to the infanta.* * I believe 
you were ia the.rigjit,' replied the duke; * but 
])erhaps tliey may break this marriage, if they 
ihall lind a more agreeable alliance.' * By my 
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faith,' faid the earl ' happen what may, I have 
done nothing that I repent of.' 

Thus ended this converfation between the 
duke of Lancafter and e.arl of Cambridge, when 
they entered on other matters. We will now 
leave them, and the wars of Spain and Portugal, . 
lo return to thofe of Ghent, the earl and coun- 
try of Flanders, wiiich were very deftructive. 



CHAP. xni. 



CHENT IS IN GRPAT DISTRESS FOR PROVISIONS^, 
TIIEY ARE SUCCOURED BY THE INHABITANTS ' 
OF LIEGE. 

EVER fince the burning of Grammont, and 
the breaking tip the fiege of Ghent, through 
the grief of the earl of Flanders for the death of 
his coufin, the young lord d'Anghien, as yoii 
have before heai'd, the war was carried on 
folely by the garrifous in the different towns. 
The whole country was for the earl, except the ■ 
Ciuatre Metisrs, whence provifions were fent ' 
into Ghent, as well as from the county of Aloft. 
But the earl of Flanders on hearing that cheefe, 
butter and other things were fent to Ghent from 
Aloft and the adjacent villages, foon put a (lop 
to it, by ordering the gaiTifon of Dendremond 
to burn and deftroy the whole of that flat conn- 
try ; wtiich orders being obeyed, the poor peo- 
ple who lived on the produce of their cattle, 
F 3 -^ext 
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were forced to fly into Brabmit and Ktinault 
and the greater part to beg tbeir breads 

There ftill, however, remained a country de- 
pendant on the duatre Metiersi, whence Gh^sit 
drew all its prbvifion, whiqh their enemiea could 
not prevent. 

This whole winter of 1382, the earl and coun^ 
try of Flanders had fo much conilrained Qhent 
that nothing could enter the place by land or 
water:/ he had perl!'uaded the duke of Brabant 
and d^ke Albert to fliut up their countries fa 
effecttially, that no provifipns could be ex- 
ported ^thence, but fecretly, and with a great 
rifle to thcife who attempted it. It was thought , 
by the moft intelligent, that it could not be 
long before they periflied through fapaine, for 
all the ftore-houfes of corn were empty, and 
the people could not obtain bread for tnouey : 
when the bakers had baked any, it was tiecef* 
fary to guard their fhops, for tl*e populace who 
were (larving woUld have broken them, op^a. It 
was melancholy to hear thefe poor peopJe, (for 
men, women 9.nd children, of good fubtls^nce^ 
were in this miferable plight,) reiaji thcit^ 
daily complaints and cries to Philip von Atra^ 
veld, their commander in chief. He took great 
companion on them, and made feveral very good 
regulations, for which he w?is much praifed. 
lie ordered the granaries of the monafleries and 
rich men to be opened, and divided the oora 
among the poor, at a fixed price. By fucli means 
he gave comfort to the town of Ghent, andgo*- 
verned it well. Sometimes there came to them 
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in caiks flour and baked bread from Holland and 
Zealand, which were of great afliftance j for, 
had they not been thus fuccoured by thofe 
countries, they would have been much fooner 
defeated. 

The duke of Brabant had forbidden any of 
his fubjects to carry provifions to the inhabitants 
of Ghent, under pain of death ; but, if they 
would run the rifle of coming to feek tliem, they 
might fell or give. AVhen Lent carae, they 
were in the greatell dilirefs; for they had not 
any provifion fuitable to that time; infomuch 
that a body offoldiers and other perfons, to the 
amount of twelve thoufand, driven defpcrateby 
famine, left the town and went to Bruflels. On 
their arrival, the gates were clofed, for they were 
doubtful of their intentions, not knowing what 
to think of them. When they were near to 
Brufl'els, tliey fent a party unarmed to the gates, 
in fearch of provifion, begging, for the love of 
God, they would have pity on them, and let 
them have victuals for their money, as they 
were dying of hunger, and would not do any 
harm to the country. The good people of Bruf- 
fels had compaflion on them, and carried them , 
food fufficient to fatisfy their hunger. They re- 
mained there to recruit themfelves about three 
weeks, but did not enter any of the principal 
towns: theyadvaiiced as farasLouvain, the peo- 
ple of which place alfo took pity on them, and 
gave them many things. The leader and con- 
ductor of thefe men of Ghent was Francis Atre- 
men, who advifed them how to act, and alfo 
F 4 i]\^% 
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made for them their agreements with the diffe- 
rent towns. During the time tliey were refrefti- 
ingtbemfelves in the country round Louvain, he 
went to Liege, accompanied by twelve others^ 
where he remonstrated fo effectually with the 
magistrates that they confented, with the ap- 
probation of their biftiop, the lord Arnold 
d'Ercle, to fend to the earl of Flanders, and ufe 
their utmost endeavours to make a peace 
between them : adding, that if Liege had been 
as near to them as Brabant and Hain-^ 
ault, they would have more elfentially ailisted 
them in their rights, and in defending their 
privileges. However, they faid, * We; will now 
do every thing we can for you, and, as yoa 
are merchants, and merchandife ought to pafs 
freely every where, we have determined that 
you mav contract at this moment for five or fix 
hundred cart loads of corn and flour, which we 
will allow you to have, provided the good people 
from whom this provilion conies can be iatisfied. 
^ Oirt* commerce will be fuffcred to pais 
through Brabant, for that country is in friend- 
fhip with us; and, notwithftanding Bruffels is 
flmt againll you, we know it is more through 
s fear than inchnation. The Bruffelers have great 
cbmpaflion on your fufferings ; but the duke 
and duchefs of Brabant, at tlie folrcitations of 
the earl of Flanders, are more his friends than 
yours, as it is natural that great lords fliould 
iupport each other.' 

The men of Gl>ent were much pleafed with the 
atTectionate offers the Liegeois made them: 
• .. : ., \ they 
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they warmly thanked them, and faid, that with 
fuch allies and friends, the town of Ghent might 
do much. 

Francis and the citizens of Ghent who had ac- 
companied him into Liege, having finiflied their 
bufinefs, took leave of the magiftrates, who or- 
dered certain perfons to attend them through 
the country to collect carts and horfes. In two 
days they had fix hundred loaded with corn and 
flour, for fuch ftores were then more neceflfary 
to them than any others. They fet out on their 
return, pafling between Louvain and Bruffels, 
When Francis Atremcn was returned to .his 
men whom he had left in the neighbourhood of 
Louvain, he related to thom the love and courteiy 
which thofe of Liege had fliewn, and the offer 
they had made of their friendfliip. He added, 
that they would go to Bruffels to fpeak with the 
duchefs of Brabant, and beg and entreat of her, 
on the part of the good town of Ghent, to con- 
defcend to mediate between them and the earl 
their lord, fo that they might obtain peace. 
They replied, ' God's will be done,' and marched 
to Bruffels. 

The duke of Brabant, at. this time, was at 
Luxembourg on his affairs 3 and Francis, by per- 
m^ilion of the duchefs, who was defirous to fee 
him, entered the town, attended only by two 
other perfons. They, waited on her at her hotel 
at CoUeberge, where the duchefs had affembled 
part of her council; and, throwing themfelves 
on their knees, Francis, who fpoke for all, faid, 
— * Much honoured and dear lady, may itpleafe 
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you, out of your great humility, to have com- 
panion on the inhabitants of. Ghent, who are 
not able, by any means hitherto employed, to 
obtain the pardon of their lord; but if | you, 
very dear lady, would mediate between our lord 
and us, fo that he would hear but reafon and 
have mercy on his vaflals, you would do a moil 
charitable act, and our good friends and neigh- 
bours of Liege would unite to affift you at any 
time and in any manner you (hall pleafe/ 

The duchefs replied with much geiitlenefs, 
* that fhe had long been forry for the difTenfion^ 
which had arifen between her brother * the earl 
and them, and would willingly have put an en4 
to them fome time paft, had fhe been able or 
had flie known how to do it : but you fo often 
oppofe him, and are fo obftinate in your opi- 
nions;, that it keeps up his anger and hatred 
againft you. Notwithftanding ^11 this, for love 
of God and through compaffion, I will cheer- 
fully undertake this bulinefs, and fend to request 
he will have the goodnefs to come to Tournay, 
where I will order my privy council. You will 
alfo exert yourfelves to gain the council of HjBii- 
nault, to accompany that of Liege, which yoi; 
fay is ready tp ferve you.' * Yes, madam, for 
they have fo promifed us.* * Well,' faid th^ 
duchefs, ^ I will do fomething that you fliall 
hear of.' They replied, * God preferve, madam, 
your foul and body.* 

At thefe words they took leave of the ducheft 
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♦ Her brotfter. He had married one of her fillers. 

and 
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and her council, departed fi'om Brufiels, and re- 
turned to their men and carriages, which were 
waiting for them, and then continued their road 
to Ghent. 

When the news arrived that their people were 
returning, and bringing with them fix hundred 
cart-ioads of provifion, of which they were in 
fiich great want, they were highly delighted : 
thefe proviilons, however, from Liege were not 
fnfficient to maintain the town fifteen days ; but 
to thofe who are comforllefs a little thing gives 
hope. 

They made a numerous proceliion to meet this 
convoy, and, by way of humbling themfelves, 
they fell on their knees when they met it, and 
with uplifted hands, faid to the merchants and 
drivers, — ' Ah, good people, you do an act of 
great chanty : you bring comfort to the lower 
clafles in Ghent, who would not have had where- 
withal to eat, if you had not come. Let us 
firft give our thankii and praifes to God, and 
then to you.' 

In this manner were (he provifions attended 
to the market-place, and there unloaded : they 
were then delivered out in imall propor- 
tions to thofe who were in the greateft want; 
and five thoufand men were ordered to arm 
themfelves, and to efcort back thefe carts as far 
as Brabant, and out of all danger. 

The eai'l of Flanders, who refided at Bruges, 

had information of all this, and how Ghent was 

fo much ftraitened that it could not hold out for 

any 
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any length of time. You may imagine he was 
not very much vexed at their poverty, anymore 
than thofe of his council, who would, with plea- 
fure, have feen the town of Ghent deftroyed. 
Gilbert Matthew and his brothers, the deacon 
of fmall trades of Ghent, and the proyoft of 
Hiarlebecque, were in high fpirits at what they 
heard. 

All the events happened in Lent, during the 
months of March and April 1382*; The earl of 
Flanders determined to lay fiege to Ghent once 
more, but with a much fuperior army to what 
he had hitherto brought againfl it ; for he de- 
clared he would invade the Quatre Metiers^ and 
burn and deftroy them, as they had been too ac- 
tive in aflifting Ghent. The earl therefore Sig- 
nified his intentions to all the principal towns 
in Flanders, that they might be ready in time. 
Immediately after the proceffion at Bruges, he 
was to march from thence, to Jay fiege to 
Ghent and deftroy it. He wrote alfo to thofe 
knights and fquires who were dependant on him 
in Hainault, to meet him at Bruges at the ap- 
pointed day, or even eight days before. 



♦ 13S2. That is beginning the year at January, othenrift 
IS81. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

THE EARL OF FLANDERS SENDS A HARSU AV- ] 
SWER TO THOSE WHO WISHED TO MEDIATE 
A PEACE BETWEEN HIM AND GHENT. — THE 
POPULACE, UNDER THE NAME OF MAILLO- 
TINS, RKE AGAIN AT PARIS. 

NOTWITHSTANDING all tliefe fummona. ' 
levies and orders, which the eariof Flan- 
ders was iffuing, the duchefs of Brabant, duke ' 
Albert and the biftiop of Liege, exerted them^ 
felves fo much, that a meeting of their coun- 
cils, to confider of the means of eftablidiinj^ a , 
peace, was ordered to be held in the city of , 
Tournay, 

Tile earl of Flanders, at the request of 
thefe lords, and the duchefs of Brabant, aU i 
though he intended to act contrary, gave hi* i 
terms of accommodations; and ihef-- confer- 
ences were fixed for tlie end of Eailer, at ] 
Tournay, in the year 1382. 

Twelve deputies c^me from the bilhoprick of -i 
Liege and the chief towns, with fir Lambert j 
de Perney, a very difcreet knight. The du- v 
chefs of Brabaut fcut her council thither, and I 
forae of the principal inhabitants from the great i 
towns. Duke Albert met likewife his council 
fpom Hainault, his bailili', fir Simon de Lalain, 
with others. All th^Ie came to Tournay ia ; 
Eafter-week ; and Ghent lent alfo twelve depu- 
ties, of whom Philip von Artaveld was the 
head. The inhabitants of Ghent had refolved to 
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accede to whatever terms their deptrti^ should 
agree on, with the exception that no one was 
to be put to death ; but that if it pleafed the eaii, 
their lord, he might banish from Ghent, an^ the 
country of Flanders, all thofe who were difa- 
greeable to him, and whom he might wifti to 
punish, without any poffibility of th^ir return. 
This refolution they had determined to abide 
by ; and Philip von Aftaveld was willing^, if he 
Ihould have angered the earl ever fo little, dur- 
ing the time he was governor of Ghent, to hb 
xme of the "baniftied men, for life, out of the 
regard he had for the lower rankd of people. 

Certain it is, that when he fet eut from G^hewt 
for Toumay, men, women and children fcaft 
themfelves before him on their knees, and with 
uplifted, hands, befought him, that at whatever 
coft it might be, he would bring them back 
peace ; and, from the pity he felt for them, he 
had agreed to act as I have juft related. 

When the deputies from Lieg-e, Brabant and 
Hainault, who had been fent to Tournay as me- 
diators, had refided there three days expecting 
the earl, who neither came nor fent ; they were 
much furprifed, and, confulting together, re- 
folved to fend to him at Bruges. In confe- 
quence, they difpatched thither fir Lambert de 
Pemey, the lord de Compellant from Brabant, 
fir William de Hermen from Hainault and fix 
citizens from the three countries. The earl of 
Flanders entertained them handfomdy, as was 
right, but told them, * that at that moment, it 
was not agreeable to him to come tg Tournay; 

yet 



yet, in cottfideration for the caufe wliich haA ■ 
brought them thither, and the trouble they had S 
taken to come to Bniges, as well as out of rcfpect I 
to their loi-ds, the duchcfs of Brabant his filter, ■ 
duke Albert liiscoiilin and the bifhop of Liege, ^ 
he would inAantly fend his council to Tournay M 
with his final declaration, and what were his fu*- M 
ture intentions.' They therefore returned tA I 
Tournay, and related what the earl had faid, . fl 

Six days afterwards, arrived at Tournay, by' V 
orders of the earl, the lord de Rafeflez, the lord '■ 
de Gontris, fir John Villame and the provoft of 1 
Harlebecque, who made excufes from tl\e eafl I 
why he came not in perfon. They then deli- I 
vered the earl's determinationj that the inhabi- M 
tants of Ghent were not to expect peace frotu fl 
hlni, unlefs all perfons, from the age of fifleea ■ 
to fixty, fubmitted to come out of that cit}', ^ 
bare headed in their (hirts, with halters about thelt- I 
necks, on the road between Ghent and Bruges, I 
where the earl would \vait for them^ and grant fl 
them pardon, or put them to deatli according to I 
his pleafui-e. M 

When this anfwer was carried by the depiitien ■ 
of the three countries to thofe of GhenI, they ■ 
were more confounded than ever. The bailiff of ■ 
Kainault, then, addrefTiUg them, faid, — ' My I 
good gentlemen, yon are in great iierii, as you I 
may each of youJudge,anel we Can aiTureyouof I 
it: now, if you accept thcfe terms, lie will not put M 
all to death that fhall prefent themfelves before ' 
htm, but only fome who have angered him mor* 
than the reft; and mfeans may be found to mol- 
lify him, and excite his Cottumlftoft-, Co V\\aX,'Avc^«^ 
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who may think themfeives certain of death will 
be pardoned : accept, therefore, thefe offers, or 
at leaft confider well before you refufe them ; 
for I believe you will never have fuch made to 
you again.' , 

Philip ^'on Artaveld replied, — * We are not 
cararaiffioned to treat on fuch terms by our 
townfmen, nor will they erer accept them ; but 
Jf the citizfens in Ghent, upon our return, after 
' having informed them of the anf\yer from the 
eari, ftiall be willing to fubmit themfeives, it (hall 
not be our fault that peace is not made. We give 
you our heft and warmeft thanks for the great 
trouble and pains you have taken in tljis bufmefs. ' 

They then took leave of thofe well-intentioned 
perfons, and the other deputies from the prin- 
cipal towns* of the three countries, and fliewed 
plainly that they would not accept of the offered 
terms for peace. Philip von Artaveld and his com- 
panions went to their hotels, difcharged their 
bills, and returned through Brabant to Ghent. 

Thus was this conference broken up, which 
had been affembled with the bell intentions, in 
the town of Tourna}^ and each man returned to 
his home. The earl of Flanders never made an 
inquiry what was the anfwer of the Ghent de- 
puties, fo very cheap did he hold them. He 
wi filed not for any treaty of peace ; for he well 
knew he had puflied them fo hard they could 
not hold out againft him much longer, and that 
the end muft be honourable to him : he was also 
defirous to reduce Ghent to fuch a fituation that 
all other towns might take warning from it. 

About this period the Parifians again rofe, be- 

caufe 
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caufe the king did not refide among them. They 
were afraid left he fliould order his men at arms 
to force the gates of the city in the night-time, 
overrun it, and put to death whomfoever he 
pleafed. To avoid this danger which they dread- 
ed, they kept great guards in all the ftreets and 
fquares every night, and barricaded the ftreets 
with chains, to prevent any cavalry from pafling; 
nor would they fuffer any one on foot to pafs : 
and thofe found in the flreets after nine o'clock, 
who were not acknowledged by them or their 
partifans were put to death. 

There were in the city of Paris upwards of 
thirty thoufand rich and powerful men armed, 
from head to foot, and fo handfomely arrayed that 
few knights could aftbrd t^ rival them. They had, 
in like manner, armed their fervants, who had 
mallets of iron and lead for the bruifing of hel- 
mets. They faid in Paris, when they were muf- 
tering their men, that they were fuificient in 
number and flrength to fight their own battles, 
without tiie aid of the greateft lord on the earth. 
Thefe people were called the army of mallets. 
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CHAP. ±V. 

tUE CITIZENS OF GHENT, AFTER HAVING HEAm 
FROM PHILIP VON ARTAVELD THE TERMS OF 

PEACE WHICH HE HAD BROUGHT FROM THE 

« 

CONFERENCES AT TOURNAY, MARCH OUT, TO 
THE NUMBER OF FIVE THOUSAND, TQ ATTACK 
. THE EARL OF FLANDERS IN BRUGES. 

WHEN Philip von Artaveld and his compa-^ 
nions returned to Ghent, great CFOwds of 
the common people, who only wimed for peace, 
were much rejoiced oa his arrival, andf hoped to 
hear from him good news. They went out to 
ineet him, faying, * Ah, dear Phillip voa Artaveld^ 
make us happy : tell us what you have done, and 
how you have fucceeded/ 

Philip made no anfwer to thefe queltioris, but 
rode on, holding down his head : the more filent 
he was, the more they followed him, and were 
the more clamorous. Once or twice, as he was 
advancing to his houfe, he faid, * Get you to your 
homes, and may God preferve you from harm : 
to-morrow morning" be in the market-place by 
nine o'clock, and there you ftiall hear every 
thing/ As they could not obtain any other an- 
fwer, the people were exceedingly alarmed. 

When Philip von Artaveld had difinounted at 
his door, and his companions were returned to 
their homes, Peter du Bois, anxious lo learn 

what 



S3 
Svliat had been done, came in the evening to 
Phillip, and, having (hut himfelf in a chamber 
with him, alked what fiiccefs he had met with. 
Philip, who willied to hide nothing from him, re- 
plied, — 'By my faith, Peter, from the anfwer 
which my lord of Flanders has given by thofe of 
his council whom he fent to Tournay, he will not 
pardon a foul in Ghent; no not one.' 'By my 
troth,' faid Peter dli Bols, ' heis in the right, and 
has been wifely advifed to fend fuch an anlwer; 
for we are 4U equally implicated one as much as 
another. I have fucceeded in my expectation j 
for the toivn of Ghent is in fuch confufion that it 
cannot well be appeafed. We muft become def- 
perate, and it fliall be fcen if there be not pru- 
dent and valiant men in Ghent. In a few days, ' 
the town of Ghent fliall be the moft refpected 
town in Chriflendom, or the moft humbled. How- 
ever, if we do perifli inthia quarrel, we fliall not 
die alone. You muft now, Philip, confider how 
yoii will relate the conferences of Tournay to- 
tjiorrow, fo that every one may be fatisfied with 
your conduct. You are at this moment in high 
favour with the people, for two rcafons; one, on 
account of the name you bear, for Jacob von 
Artaveld, your father, was formerly much belov- 
ed in this town ; the other, from the gentle and 
friendly manner with which you addrefs them, 
which they publicly praife: they will therefore 
firmly believe every thingyou ftiall tell them ; and, 
towards the end, you (hail add, ' If I were to ad- 
vife, I would do fo and fo :' hut it is neceflary 
G 2 yoi^ 
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yoQ confider this well, fo that yott ftand on fare 
grounds and gain honour by it.* 

• /Peter/ faid Philip yon Artaveld, ^you fpeak 
trnth ; and I think I fhall be able to. explain an,d 
harangue in fuch a manner on the affairs of Ghent 
that, between ourfelves, we who are the governors 
and leaders in Ghent (hall live and die with ho- 
nour/ Nothing more wa^ faid or done at tl^at 
time, for they feparated : Peter du Bois returned 
to his houfe, and Philip remained where he was. 
You may eafily imagine, when the day fo ea- 
gerly expected was come, in which Philip was 
to report what had paffed in the conferences at 
Tournay, that all the inhabitants of Ghent were 
early in the market place, ^t was on a Wednef- 
day morning, and the time of meeting nine 
o'clock. 

. Philip von Artaveld, Peter du Bois, Peter le 
Nuitre, Francis Atremen, and the other chiefs 
came there ; and, h^^ving entered the town-hall, 
they afcended the ftaircafe, when Philip, (hew- 
ing himfelf from the windows, thus fpoke: 'My 
good friends, it is true, that through the entreaties 
of the very noble lady the duchefs of Brabant, 
the moft puiffaut and noble prince duke Albert, 
regent of Hainault, Holland and Zealand, and 
of my lord the bifbop of Liege, a conference was 
appointed to be holden at Tournay thefe laft days^ 
which the earl of Flanders was perfonally to at- 
tend, and which he had promifed to the noble 
perfons juft mentioned, who have indeed xoolk 
handfom ely acquitted themfelve«» They fent thi- 
ther 



i 



ther their moft able counsellors, and Ihe princi* 
pal inhabitants from the greateft towns, who 
waited feveral days in expectation of the earl of 
Flanders; but be came not, nor indeed fent any 
excufes. When they perceived this, they refohv . 
ed to cboofe three knights from the three coun- 
tries, and fix citizens, and fend them to liim, 
Outof affection to us they midertook the ballnefs, 
and went to Bruges, where tliey found my lord 
of Flanders, who entertained them well, as they 
faid, and willingly lifteaed to them : he then de- 
clared, that out of refpect to tlieir lord, and to 
liisfifter-in-law, madame de Brabant, he would 
fend his council to Tournay in tlie courfe of five 
or fix days, fo well inftrncted, that they would 
clearly explain his determined intention, whiclj 
when they fliould hear, the}' would know how 
to act: not obtaining any other anfwcr, they re- 
turned on the day appointed. In confi?quence 
of this, the Lord de Rafcflez, the lord dK Gou- 
tris, fir John Villames, andtheprovoft of Harle- 
becque, came to Tournay, where they very gra,- 
cioufly informed us of the will of the earl, and 
the only means of putting an end to this war. 
They declared his final terms for peace between 
him and the inhabitants of Ghent were, that every 
male inhabitant, excepting priells and monks, 
from the age of fixteen to that of fixty, flioiild 
march out of the towns in their sh'rts, with bare 
heads and feet, and halters about their necks, 
and should thus go two leagues or more to the 
plainsof Burlefquans, where they would meet the 
earl ofFIandersj attended by fuchwhom he may 
cUoofe 
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choofe to bring with him; and that^ when he; 
should fee us in this fituation, with joined hands, 
crying out for mercy, he would, if he pleafed, 
take compaflion on us. But I could not leant 
•from his council, that there was the leaft plea of 
juftice to put to death fuch numbers of people as 
would be there that day. Now;, confider if you 
will have peace on thefe terms ?* 

When Philip had done fpeaking, it was a me- • 
lancholy fight to behold men, women and chil- 
dren, bewailing, with tears, their hufbands, fa- 
thers, brothers and neighbours. After this tu- 
mult and. noife had lafted fome time, Philip 
again addreffed them, and cried out, * Silence, 
iilence !* when, on his beginning to fpeak, they 
ceafed lamenting, — ^ Worthy inhabitants of 
Ghent, you who are here affembled, are the ma- 
jority of its citizens, and you have heard all I 
had to report to you : I fee no means of remedy 
but a determined conduct. You know how very 
much we are itraitened for all forts of provifion, 
and that there are thirty thoufand perfons in this 
town, who, in fifteen days, will not have bread 
to eat. in my opinion, we have but the choice 
of three things ; the firft, that we clofe all oiir 
gates, and then, after having confeffed ourfelves, 
mod fully, retire into the churches and monafte- 
ries, and tliere die confeffed and repentant, like 
martyrs, to whom no mercy has been shewn. In 
this ftate God will have pity on us, and on our 
fouls ; and wherever this shall be told or heard, 
they will fay, that we died nobly, like loyal men 

at arms. 

*Or, 



* Or, let us refoive to march out, men, women 
. and children, with halters about our necks, bare- ' 
headed, and with naked feet, and implore the 
mercy of my lord the earl : he is not fo hard- 
hearted, nor fo obftinjite, but when he shall fee "; 
us in fuch an humiliating condition, he will be 
foftened, and take pity on his fiibjeets; and 1 j 
will be the firft to offer him ray head, in order to I 
affuage bis hatred, and iacri6ce myfelf for the J 
city of Ghent. ^ 

' Or, let lis choofe from five to fix tboufand of 
the moft determined men in the town, and in- 
ftantly march to attack the earl in Bruges; we 
will give him combat ; and if we fiiould be flain " 
in the attempt, at leafl we (hall die with honour, j 
and God will have mercy upon us ; and the world j 
will fay, that we have gallantly and valoroully 1 
maintained our quarrel. If, however, in this bat- ' 
tie we be victorious, and our LoM God, who in 
ancient times delegated his power into the hands 
of Judas Maccabeus, the chief of his Jewifh , 
people, fo that the Syrians were defeated and 
flain, would be indulgent enough to grant us this i 
kindnefs, we fhould he every where the moft ho.- J 
Doured people fince tlic time of the Romans. J 
Now, confider which of thefe three propofitions | 
you will make choice of, for one of them muft be j 
adopted," 1 

Thofe who were near to him, and had moft 
diftinctly heard what he had faid, replied, — ' Ah^ I 
dear lord, we put our whole confidence in you : ' 
what would you advife us? for we will do what-' 
pver you think will I)e moft for our advantage.' 

■■Scs 



88 

'By my faith' then/ faid Hlilip, « I -would 
advife that we all inarch in arms againft my lord. 
We fliall find him at Bruges 5 and, when he hears 
of our coming, he will fally forth and fights with 
us : for the pride of thofe in Bruges and' abcrut 
his perfon, who excite him day and night againft 
us, will urge him tb the oomhat. If God %all, 
through his mercy, grant that we gfein'the field, 
and defeat our enemies, our affidrs will be inftarit* 
ly retrieved, and we shall be the inoft rejected 
people in the univerfe. If we be defeated, we 
fha^l die honourably, and God will have'pity on 
us 5 and the remainder 6f the iiihabitatetd of 
Ghent will finifh this bufinefs, and he pixAdmed 
by the earl oUr lord.' - ' 

At thefe words, they all shouted out^ ^ We trill 
follow this plan, and -no other!* Philip then 
faid, — ^ My good gentlemen, finfcc yotf are thus 
refolved, return home and get ready your arms; 
for in the courfe of to-morrow, I am determined 
to march for Bruges: the remaining loftger here 
will not be to our advantage. Withili five days 
we shall know if we be to die, or to live with 
honour. I will order the conftables of thediflferent 
parishes to go from houfe to houfe, and choofe 
the beft armed and thofe moft fit for the fervicc.* 

Immediately after the meeting broke up, an4 
every one returned home to make ready, each 
liccording to his abilities, they kept the gates of 
the town fo clofely shut that no perfon whatever 
was fuffered to come in or go out before Thtirfday 
afternoon, when thofe who w6re to maf ch on this 

exp^tioi^ 
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«xpedition were prepared: in all, abont five 
thoufand men, and not more. 

They loaded about two hundred carts with 
cannon and artillery, and only feven with pro- 
vifions ; that is, five with bread and two with 
wine, for tliere were but two tuns of wine in 
the town. You aiay ,ju4ge from this to what 
ftraits tiieyi had been reduced. 

It was a raiferable fpectacle to fee thofe who 
went, and thofii who remained. Thefe laft faid 
to them, — ' Good friends, you fee what you leave 
"behind; bat never think of returning unlefs you 
can do fo with honour, for you will not find any 
thing here. The moment we hear of your defeat, 
ordeath, wc will fet fire to the town, and perish 
in the flames, like men in defpair.' 

Thofe who were marching out replied, by way 
of comforting them, — ' What you fay is veryjuft. 
Pray God for us; forwe place our hopes in him, 
and truft he will aflift yon, as well as us, before 
our return.' 

Thiis did thefe five thoufand men of Ghent 
march ofl" with their (lender stores, and encamp- 
ed about a league from Ghent, but touched not 
their provifion, taking up with what they could 
fmd in the country. On Friday, they marched 
the whole day, and then meddled not with their 
stores ; but their fcouts picked up fome few 
things in the country, witii which they made 
shift, and fixed their quarters that evening a long 
league from Bruges. 

They halted there, confidering it a proper 
place to wait for their enemies, for there were in 
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front two extenfive marshes, which were a good; 
defence on one fide ; and they fortified themfelv^s 
on the others with the carriages^ and thus 
paflfec} the night. 
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CHAP. XVI. 

THE ORDER OF BATTLE OF THE GHENT MEN-rr- 
THEY DEFEAT THE EARL OF FLANDERS ANp 
THE MEN OF BRU(?ES.— JHE MEANS BY, WHICH 
THIS WAS BRQUGIJJ, ABOUT. . 
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npHE Saturday* was a fine bright day, and, 
-■• being the feafl; of the Holy Crafs^ jthe in- 
habitants of Bruges, according to cuflom, mad^ 
their ufual procefliions. News was fooji brought 
ta Bruges, that the Ghent army was near ^^ band ^ 
fo that every one began to murmur, until th^ 
earl heafd it, as well as thofe about his pe]|pfpn. . 
He was much furprifed, and f^id, ' See how 
the wickednefs of thefe m^d and foolifh people of 
Ghent ]ead$ them to their deftruction : indi^d it 
is time this war fliould be put an en4 to/ His 
knights, and others, inftantly waited on him, 
whom he very gracioufly received, aad faid^ 'We 
will go and fight thefe wickecl people : however^ 

tTheSdof Mty, Seel'Artde Verifier iM Dates. ■- . 

they, 
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they fhew courage in preferring death by tbe 
fword, rather than famine.' 

They determined to fend out three men at 
arras, to examine the force and fituation of the 
enemy. The marshal of Flanders ordered three 
valiant fquires on this fervicc, whofe names were 
Lambert de Lambres, Damas de BufFy, and 
John de Beart: they fet out, mounted on the 
finest horfes in the town, and advanced toward 
the Ghent army. While this was going forward, 
every perfon in Bruges made himfelf ready, 
and shewed tlie most eager defire to faJly forth 
and combat the men of Ghent^ of whom I will 
now fay a word, and of the manner in which 
they had drawn themfelves up. 

On the Saturday morning, Philip von Artavetd 
ordered his whole army to pay their devotions to 
God, and mafTes to be faid in dtfTerent places; 
(for there were with them feveral monks,) that 
every man should ronfefs himfelf, and make 
Qther beconi _ i>n^, and that thejr 

should pray .it truth, as people 

looking to liim 

All this 
■. * n differei 
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drowned! * In like manner^ my good people/ 

preached the monks, ' have you been ke|>t inbon-» 

dage by your lord, the earl of Flanders, and by 

your neighbours of Bruges, whom Jron are now 

to meet, and by whom you will, without doubt, 

be combated, for your enemies are in gr^t htim- 

bers, and have little fear of your force ; but do 

not you mind this ; for God who can do all things, 

and is acquainted with your lituation, will have 

mercy on you : therefore, think of nothing but 

. what you have left behind ; for you well know, 

' that every thing is lost, if you be defeated. Sell 

y^ourfel ves well and valiantly ; and if you must 

dSi^, die with honour. Do not be Alarmed, if great 

numbers ifTue forth from Bruges against you, 

ioT victory is not to the multitude, biit whither 

G6d ishall pleafe to fend it; and, by his grace, 

it has been often feen, as well by the Maccabees 

lis the Romans, that thofe who fought manfully, 

dndcbniided in God, difcomfited the greater nuni- 

ber. Belides, you have justice and reafon on 

your fide, in this quarrel, which ought to make 

you feel yourfelves bold. and better comforted/ 

In fufcb words as thefe, the priests had beer 
ordered to preach to the army, and With thefe 
difcourfes they were well pleafed. Three parts 
of them communicated, and all shewed great 
devotion and much fear in God. 

After the fermons, the whole army affembled 
round a fmall hill, on which Philip von Artaveld 
placed himfelf, in order to be the better heard, 
and harangued them very ably, explaining t^ 
thiem dvery point in which they were justified m 

this 
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this war j and how Ghent had frequently fought 
pardon from the earl, and never could obtain it, 
without fubmitting to conditions too hard for the 
town and its inhabitants: tliat now they iiad ad- 
vanced fo far they could not retreat ; and that, 
if they wonld confider, they would fee nothing 
could be gained were they to return, for all they 
had left behind were iu forrow andmlfery. They 
ought not, therefore, to think of Ghent, their 
wives and children who were in it, but to act in 
fuch manner as was becoming their honour. 

Philip v'onArtaveldaddreffed many more fine 
fpeeches to them; for he was very eloquent, and 
had words at command, which was fortunate for 
him, and towards the end he added ; ' My good 
friends, you fee here all your provifion : divide it . 
among you fairly, like bretliren, without any dif- ■ 
turbance; for when it is gone, youmuft conquer 
more, if you wi(h to live." 

At thefe words they drew up very regularly, 
and unloaded the carts, when the bags of bread 
were given out, to be divided by conftablewicks, 
and the two tuns of wine placed on their bottoms j 
and there they moderately breakfafled, each man 
having a fufficiency at that time; after which 
breakfaft Ihr y found themfelves more determined i 
and active on their feet, than if they had eaten ' 
more. 

This repaft being over, tliey put themfelves in. 

order, and retired withintheirribaiideaus. Thefe 

ribaudeaus are tall ftakes, with points ihod with 

iron, which they were always accustomed to 

carry 
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6arry with them. They fixed them in front of 
their army, and inclofed themfelves within. 

The three knights who had been fent by the 
carl to reconnoitre, found theni in this^ fitu- 
ation : they approached the entrances of thefe 
ribaudeaus ; but the Ghent men neter moved, 
and rather feemed rejoiced to fee them. 

They returned to Bruges, where they found 
the earl in his palace, furrounded by many 
knights, w;aiting for them, to hear what intelli- 
gence they had brought back. They pushed 
through the crowd, and came near the earl, 
when they fpoke aloud, for the earl wished all 
prefent to hear, and faid, ' they had advanced €6 
clofe to the Ghent army, that they might have 
shot at them, if they had fo chofen, but they 
left them in peace; and that they had feen their 
banners, and the army inclofed within th^iif 
ribaudeaus.' 

^And what are their numbefs, think ye^ faid 
the earl. They anfwered, ^ that as near as they 
could guefs, they might be from five to fix thou- 
fand.' ^ Well,' faid the earl, ^now let every one 
instantly get ready ; for I will give them battle, 
and this day shall not pafs without a combat.' 
At th^fe word^ the trumpet founded in Bruges, 
when every one armed himfelf, and made for the 
market-.place. As they came, they drew up un- 
der their proper banners, as they had ufually 
done, in bands and constable wicks. 

Many barons, knights and men at arms, drew 
up before the palace of the eari. When all was 

ready^ 
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ready, and the earl armed, he came to the ntai'-' 
ket place, and was much pleafcd to fee fuch num- 
bers in battle-array. They then marclied o£F, 
for none dared difobey his commands; and, in 
order of battle, made for the plain ; the men at 
arms afterwards ifl'utd forth from Bruges, 

It was a handfome light, for there were up^ 
wards of forty thoufand armed heads j and thiu 
horfe and foot advanced in proper order, near ti 
the place were the Ghent men were, and thett 
halted. It was late in the afternoon when the 
earl and his army arrived, and the fun going 
down. One of the knights faid to the earlj 
' My lord, you now fee your enemies : they are 
but a handful of men in comparifon with you^ 
army, and as they cannot efcape do not engage 
them this day; but wait for to-morrow, when 
you will have the day before you : you will, be- 
lides, have more light to fee what you are about^ 
and they will be vifeaker, for they have not any 
thing to eat.' 

The earl approved much this advice, atu^ 
would willingly have followed it; but the men o( 
Bruges, impatient to begin the figlit, would no^ 
wait, laying, they would foon defeat them ani^ 
return back to their town. 

Notwithstanding the orders of the men afr 
arras, for the earl had not lefs than eight hun- 
dred lances, knights and fquires, the Bruge^' 
men began to Ihoot and to tire cannons. 

The Ghent men, being collected in a body on 
an eminence, fired at once three hundred cannon ; 
after which they turned the marfh, and placed the 
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Bruges men with the fun in their eyes, which 
much diftreffed them, and then fell lipbn them, 
fliouting out, * Ghent!' The moment the men 
of Bruges heard the cannon and the cry of Ghent, 
and faw them marching to attack them in front, 
they, like cowards, opened their ranks, and let- 
ting the Ghent men pafs without making 
any defence, flung down their staves and ran 
away. 

The Ghent men were in clofe order, and, per- 
ceiving their enemies were defeated, began to 
knock down and kill on all fides. They advanc- 
ed with a quick step, shouting, ' Ghent !'• and 
faying, * Let us purfue brilkly our enemies, who 
are defeated, and enter the town with them : God 
eyes us this day with looks of pity/ 

They followed thofe of Bruges with fo much 
courage that, whenever they knocked down or 
killed any one, they marched on without halting 
or quitting the purfuit, whilst the men of Bruges 
fled with the haste of a defeated army. I must 
fay, that at this place there were multitudes of 
flain, wounded and thrown down ; for they made 
no defence, and never were fuch cowardly 
wretches as* thofe of Bruges, or who more weak- 
ly or recreantly behaved themfelves, after all their 
infolence when they first took the field. Some 
may wish to excufe them by fuppofing there, 
might have been treafon, which caufed this de- 
feat. This was not fo ; but fuch poor and weak 
conduct fell' on their own heads. 



CHAR 



■ BRUGES rS TAKEN BY THC GHENT ARMY. — THE 

f EARL OF FLANDERS SAVES HIMSELF IN THE 

HOUSE OF A POOR WOMAN. 
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CHaP. XVII. 
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HEN the earl of Flanders and the men at 




arms faw that, by the miferable defence 
of the men of Bruges, they had caufed their own 
defeat, and that there was not any remedy for it, 
-ior every man was running away as faft as he 
could, they were moch furprifed, and began to be 
alarmed for themfelves, and to make off in dif- 
ferent directions. It is true, that had they feen 
any probability of recovering the lofs which the 
Bruges men were fuffering, they would have 
done fome deeds of arms, by which they might 
have rallied them a little; but they faw it was 
hopelefs, for they were flying to Bruges in ail 
directioHs, and neither the fon waited for the 
fcither nor the father for his child. 

The men at arms, therefore, began to break 
their ranks. Few had any defire to return to 
Bruges, for the crowd was fo great on the road 
thither that it was painful to fee and hear the 
complaints of the vrounded and hurt. The men 
ofGhentwere clofe at their heels, shouting out, 
'Ghent, Ghent!' knocking down all that ob- 
ftrncted them. The greater part of thefe men at 
Vol. VI. H annB 
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arms had never before been in fuch peril t cveit 
the earl was advifed to make for Bruges, and to 
have the gates clofed and guarded, fo that the 
Ghent men should not be able to force them and 
become mafters of the town. 

The earl of Flanders faw no help for his men, 
who were flying on all fides, and, as it was now 
dark night, followed this advice and took the road 
to Bruges, his banner difplayed before him. He 
entered the gates one of the firft, with about fortjr 
others, for no more had followed him. He or- 
dered guards to defend the gates if the Ghent 
men should come thither, and then rode to his 
palace, from whence he iffued a proclamation^ 
that every perfon, under pain of death, should 
affemble in the market-place. The intention of 
the earl was to fave the town by this means -, 
but it did not fucceed, as you shall hear. 

While the earl was in his palace, and had fent 
the );:l6rks of the different trades from ftreet ta 
Itreet, to haflen the inhabitants to the market- 
place, in order to preferve the city, the men of 
Ghent, having clofely purfued their enemies, en- 
tered the town with them, and inflantly made for 
the market-place, without turning to the right 
•r left, where they drew themfelves up in arr^y. 

Sir Robert Marefchaut,oneofthe earl's knights, 
had been fent to the gates, to fee they were 
guarded : but, while the earl was planning meaxis 
for defending the town, fir Robert found a g$tte 
flung off its hinges, and the Ghent men masters, 
of it; Some of the citizens faid to him 5 ' Robert, 

Robert, 
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i pobcrt, return and fave youcfelf, if you can, 

for the Ghent men have taken the town.' 
[ The knight returned as fpeedily as he could to 
I the earl, whom he met coming out of his palace 
|i on horfebaek, with a number of torches. The 
I -knight told him what he had heard ; but, not- 
' withstanding this, tlie earl, anxious to defend tlie 
I town, advanced toward the market-place, and 

■ as he was entering it with a number of torches, 
i sliouting out, ' Flanders for the Lyon ! Flanders 

for the Earl !' thofe near his horfe and about his 

■ perfon, feeing the place full of Ghent men, 
faid, — 'My lord, return j for if yon advance 
further you will -fee flain, or at the best 
made prifoner by your enemies, as they arc 

1 .drawn up in the fquare and are waiting for 
you.' 

They told him truth; for the Ghent men, fee- 
ing the great blaze of torches in the street, faid, 
* Here comes my lord, here comes the earl : how 
I he falls into our hands !' Philip von Artaveld 
t had given orders to his men, that if t|ae earl 
Uiould come, every care was to be taken to pre- 
I ferve him from harm, in order that he might be 
|i. carried alive and in good health to Ghent, when 
j they Hiould be able to obtain what peace they 
chofe. 

The earl had entered the fquare, near to where 

I the Ghent men were drawn up, when feveraj 

i people came to him and faid, — ' My lord, do not 

come further; for the Ghent men are mafters of 

the market-place and of the town, and if you 

, advance, you will run a ri(k of being taken. 

Ha Numbers 
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lumbers of them are now fearching for tliei ir 
enemies from ftreet to ftreet, atld many of the 
inen of Bruges have joined them, who conduct 
them fr6m ttotel to Hotel to feek thofe whom 
they want^ You cannot pafs any of the gates 
without danger of being killed, for they are in their 
poffeflion; nor call you return to your palace, 
for a large rout of Ghent men have marched 
thither/ 

When the ^arl heard this fpeech, which was 
heart-breaking as you may guefe, he began to' 
be much alarmed and to fee the peril he tvas in. 
He refolved to follow the advic6 of not going fuf- 
ther, and to fave himfelf if he could, which was 

I ... 

confirmed by his own judgment. Heordfered 
the torches to be extinguifhed, and &id to thofe 
about him, — * I fee clearly that affairs are with- 
out remedy : I therefore give permiffioh for eviery 
ene to depart and fave himfelf in the befl man- 
ner he can.' His orders were obeyed. The 
torches were put out, and throwii in the ffreets; 
and all who were in company with the earl fe« 
parated and went away. He himfelf went to a 
bye-fireet, where he was difarmedby his fervant^ 
and, throwing down his clothes, put on his ler- 
vant's, faying, — ^ Go about thy bufinefs, and/fave 
thy felf if thou canft ; but be filent if thou fidl 
into the hands of my enemies; and if they ailk ^ 
thee any thing about me, do not give them arij 
information.' * My lord,' replied the valet^ 
* I will fooner die.' 

The earl of Flanders thus remained alohe^ au^ 

1. ' • 

jt may be truly fi^^id he was in the greateft dsv^ 
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j;er;'for it was over with him if he had at that 
hour,' by any accident, fallen into the hands of 
the mob, who were going tip and down the 
ftreets, fearching every hoiife for the friends of the 
earl ; and whomfoever they found they carried 
before Philip von ArtaveM and the other captains 
in the market-place, when they were inftantly 
put to death. It was God alone who watched 
over him, and delivered him from this peril : for 
no one had ever before been in fuch imminent 
danger, as I fliall prefently relate. 

The earl inwardly bewailed his fituation from 
ftreet to ftreet at this late hour, for it was a littla 
pafled midnight, and he dared not enter any 
houfe, left he fhould be feized by the mobs of 
Ghent and Bruges. Thus, as he wps rambling 
through the ftreets, he at laft entered the houfe 
of a poor woman, a very unfit habitation for fucli 
a lord, as there were neither halls nor apartments, 
but a fmall houfe, dirty and fmoky, and as 
black as jet: there was only in this place, one 
poor chamber, over which was a fort of a garret 
that was entered by means of a ladder of feven 
fteps, where, on a miferable bed, the children 
of this woman lay. 

The earl entered this houfe with fear and 
trembling, and faid to the women, who was alfo 
much frightened, — * Woman, faveme: I am thy 
lord, the earl of Flanders; but at this moment I 
muft hide myfelf for my enemies are in purfuit 
of me; and I will handfomely reward thee for 
the favour thou flieweft me.' 

The poor woman knew him well, for (he had 
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frequently received alms at his door; arid had 
ofteii fefen him pafs and rej)afs, when he was going 
to fomeamufenaent, or hunting. She was ready 
with her anfwers, in which God affifted the earl : 
for had fhe delayed it ever fo little, they w^uld 
have ifound him in converfation with her by the 
fire-fide. * My lord, mount this ladder, and gfet 
iiijder the bed in which my children fleep.' This 
he did, while Ihe employed herfelf by the fire- 
fide, with another child in a cradle. 

The earl of Flanders mounted the ladder as 
quickly as he could, and, getting between the 
fi;raw and the coverlid, hid himfelf, and con- 
tracted his body into as little fpace as poflible. 
He had fcarcely done fo, when fome of the mob 
of Ghent entered the h6ufe ; for one of them had 
faid, he had feen aman go in there. They found 
this woman fitting by the fire, nurfing her child, 
of whom they demanded, ^ Woman, where is the 
man we faw enter this houfe, and fliut the door 
after him?' * By my troth,' replied fhe, * I have 
not feen any one enter here this night; but I 
have juft been at the door to throw out fome 
water, which I then fliut after me; befides, I 
have not any place to hide him in, for you fee 
the whole of this houfe : here is my bed, and 
my children fleep overhead.' 

Upon this one of them took a candle, and 
mounted the ladder, and, thrufl;ing his head into 
the place, faw nothing but the wretched bed in 
which the children were afleep. - He looked all 
about him, above and below, and then faid to 
his coihpanions, ^ Come, come, let us go :* we 

only 



imly life our time here : the poor woman fpeaks 
truth : there is not a foul but herfelf and her 
children.' On faying tliis, they left the houfe and 
went into another quarter ; and no one afterwards 
entered it, who had bad intentions. 

The earl of Flanders, hearing all this conver- 
I'ation as he lay hid, you may eafily imagine, 
was in the greateft fear of his life. In the morn- 
ing he could have faid he was one of the moil 
powerful princes in Chriftendom, and that fame 
night he felt himfelf one of the fmalleft. One 
may truly fay, that the fortunes of this world 
are not liable. It was fortunate for him to fave 
his life; and this miraculous efcape ought to b» 
to him a remembrance his whole lifetime. 

We will now leave the ear! of Flanders, and , 
fpeak of Bruges, and how the Ghent men prof- 
pered. 



CHAP. XVTIL 

THE GHENT MEN SPARE THE FOREIGN MER- 
CHANTS rN BRUGES. — THE EARL OF FLANDERS 
QUITS BRUGES, AND RETURNS TO JJLLE, 
WHITHER SOME OF HIS PEOPLE HAD ALREADY' 
RETREATED. 

FRANCIS Atremen was one of the principal 
leaders of the mob. He was ordered by ^ 
Philipvon Artaveld and Peter du Bois, to fearch 
the town of Bruges, and guard the market-place, 
until they (hould findthemfelvescorapletemafters 
of the town. He was particularly coTaavMv^^\-*i 
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luffer nQ harm to be done to foreign merchnats, 
or other ftrang^rs then at Bruges, for they k^d 
nothing to do with their quarrels. This order 
was very welf obferved, and neither Francis nor 
any of his company did the finaUeft hurt to a 

foreigner. 

The foarch of the Ghent men was efpeciaUy 
directed tp the four trades, of jerkin-makers, 
glaflmen^ butchers, and fishermen ; for they had 
refolved to put to death all whom they shoiUd 
' find of thefe different trades, becaufe they had 
been partifans of the ^arl of Flanders at Oude- 
narde, and other places. They fought for them 
every where, and when they found any, they 
were killed without mercy. 

There were upwards of twelve hundred, one 
with the other, flain this night; and many 
murders and robberies committed, which were 
never known : feveral houfes robbed, and wdmen 
and girls violated; coffers broken open, and a 
variety of wicked deeds done ; infomuch, that 
the poorest of the Ghent army became very 
rich. 

On the Monday morning the happy news, of 
the defeat of the earl and his army, was brought 
to Ghent ; that their men had ngt only conquered 
them, but alfo the town of Bruges, of which 
they were now masters. You may guefs the joy 
the people felt, who had been fo lately in the 
greatest tribulation : they made many proqeiliotis 
ta the church to return thanksgivings to Godfor 
the mercy he had shewn them, and for the vie- 
Jtorj be had given to their army, ^very day 

there 
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there came good news, which fo much rteiighted 
them, they hardly knew what they were about. 
I mention this; for had the lord de Harzelles, i 
who had remained in Ghent, marched that Sun- 
day, or the Monday morning, with three or four 
thoufand men to Oudcnarde, lie would instantly 
have conquered it: they were in fuch consterna- 
tion at the fuccefs of the Ghent men, tliat tliey 
were on the point of quitting the town, to fave 
themfelves in Hainault, or elfewhere, and had 
made preparations for fo doing. But when they 
perceived the Ghent people did not come, nor 
had any intelligence refpecting them, they re- 
covered their courage. The knights who were 
there, fuch as fir John Bcrnage, fir Thierry da 
Ban, and fir Fleuriant de Heurlee, guarded and 
comforted them, until the arrival of fir Damns de 
Haluin, who was fent thither by the earl, as [ 
shall relate when I come to that period. 

No people ever behaved themfelves better W 
wards their enemies than the men of Ghent did 
to thofe of Bruges, nor conducted themfelves 
more gracioufly to a conquered town : they did 
no harm to any of the fmall tradefmen unlefs 
there were very strong accufations against 
them . 

When Philip von Artaveld, Peter du Bois and 
the other captains faw they were completely 
masters of the place, they Ifliied out a proclama- 
tion in their name for all pcrfons to retire to 
their houfes, and that no one should break open 
or pillage any houfe, nor be any way instrumen- 
tal in raifing of riots, under pain of death. 

They then inquired what had become o^ V)cv& 
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«arl : feme faid, he had left tlie town oi> Saturday 
night : others that he was yet in Bruges, but fo 
clofely hid that he could not be found. . The 
captains of the Ghent army paid no gree^t atten- 
tion to him; for they were fo rejoiced at their 
victory' that they thought nothing of any earl, 
baron or knight in Flanders, and looked on 
themfelves as fo mighty that all the world muft 

obey them. 

Philip' von Artaveld and Peter du Bois confi- 

dered, that wheii they had quitted Ghent they 
had left it deftitute of all provifion, for there was 
neither corn nor wine in the town : they inftant- 
fy detached a large party to Damme and Sluys 
to gain thofe towns, and the provifions which 
were in them, in order to fupply their fellow- 
citizens in Ghent. 

On the detachment arriving at Damme, the 
gates were thrown open, and the town with all 
in it furrendered. They ordered out of the fine 
cellars the wines of Poitou, Gafcony, and la 
Rochelle, and from other diftant countries, to the 
amount of fix thoufand tuns, which they load- 
ed oh carriages and fent by land to Ghent, and 
alfo by boats on the river Lis. 

They then marched on to Sluys, which inftant- 
ly fubmitted to them and opened its gates. They 
found there great quantities of casks of com and 
flour, in ships and in the ftorehoufes of foreign 
merchants, and having paid for the whole, fent 
it by land and water to Ghent. Thus was Ghe n 
delivered from famine, through the mercy of 
Jgpd; It could not have happened otherwife, 

lif'ell ought the Ghent men to remember it ; 
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for tliat God aflifted tliem is very clear, wIieA'i 
five thoufand famished men defeated forty thoui^ 
faiid, even before their own doors. They antl' 
their leaders ought to have humbled themfelves: 
however they did not, but rather iiicreafed their 
pride, infomuch that God was angered with 
them, and punished their folly before the year 
was expired, as shall be related in the courfe of 
this hiftory, for an example to the reft of the 
world. , 

I was informed, and believe my authoritj 
good, that on the Sunday evening, when it 
dark, the earl of Flanders efeapcd from Bruges. 
I am ignorant how he accomplished it, or if he 
had any affiftance, but fome I believe he mull 
have had. He got out of the town on foot, clad 
in a miferable jerkin, and when in the fields was 
quitejoyous, ashe might then fay he had efcap- 
ed from the utmost peril. He wandered a bout 
at first, and came to a thorn bush, to confider 
whither he should go; for he was unacquainted 
with the roads or country, having never before 
travelled on foot. 

As he lay thus hid under the bush, he heai 
fome one talk, who by accident was one of his 
knights, that had married a bastard daughter of 
his : his name was fir Robert Marefchaut. The 
earl, hearing him talk as he was passing, faid to 
him, * Robert, art tliou there ?' The knight, who 
wellknew his voice, replied ; * My lord, you have 
this day given me great unealiness in feeking for 
you all round Bruges : how were you able to 
efcape?' 'Come, come, Robert,' faid the ea.i:l', 
' this is not a time to tell one's adveiAutes-. ew^ea.- 
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vour to get me a horfe, for I am tired withwalk- 
ing, and take the road to Lille, if thou knoweft 
it/ ' My lord,' anfwered the knight, ' I know it 
well.' They then travelled all that night and th« 
morrow until early morn, before they could pro- 
cure a horfe. The firft beaft they could find was 
a mare, belonging to a poor man in a village. 

The earl mounted the mare, without faddle or 
bridle, and travelling all Monday, camej, towards 
evening, to the caftle of Lille, whither the greater 
part of his knights who had efcaped from the 
battle of Bruges had retired. They had got off 
as well as they could ; fome on foot, others on 
liorfeback, but all did not follow this road : fome 
went by water to Holland and Zealand, where 
they remained until they received better neiys. 

Sir Guy de Guiftelles was fortunate in getting 

into a good fituation; for he found the couii^ 

Guy de Blois in one of his towns in ^eaUu^d, 

who handfomely entertained him, and give him 

wherewithal to remount and equip himfelf ^gi^tn, 

retaining him with him as long as he qhofe to 

ftay. In a fimilar manner were the difcomfited 

knights remounted by thofe lords to whom Idhey 

had fled: they took great compaffion on thepn, 

which was but juftice, for nobles and gentiie- 

men ought to be affifted and comforted by ^»ch 
other. 
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mz CONDUCT OF THE GHENT MEN AT BRUGES'. 

- —ALL THE TOWNS IN FLANDERS SURRENDEft' 
TO THEM EXCEPT OUDENARDE. 



■^JEWS was fprcad through all countries of th(f 
■*' * defeat which the earl of Flanders and the ■ 
city ot Bruges had fuflfered from Ghent. Many , 
were rejoiced at it, more particularly the commodi J 
people. Thofc in the principal to^vns of Brabaritf 
and the bishoprick of Liege were fo much conA J 
nected with them that they were the more pleaf- f 
ed, as it was partly their own concern. Tho»1 
of Paris and Rouen were equally delight©^ i 
though they dared not shew it openly. 

When pope Clement heard the news, h(* 
mufed awhile and then faid, that this defeat was 
a rod from God, to make the earl take warning; , 
and that he had fent him this affliction,^^ becanOtJ 
he had rebelled against him. 

Several great lords in France, and other counst-i 
tries, faid, the earl was not much to be pitied atl 
he fuffered alittle; for his prefumption was fud^l 
that he neither valued nor loved any neighbour'-', j 
ing lord, however great, neither king of Frantfff' i 
nor other, if not agreeable to him ; on which ac-' 
count they felt the lefs for his diftreffes, Thus it 
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falls out ; and as the proverb fays, * On him to 
whom misfortune happens, every one turns his 
back.' 

The town of Lou vain, in particular, shewed 
great joy at the victory of Ghent, and the mif- 
fortunes of the earl ; for they were quarrelling 
with the duke of Brabant, their lord, who was 
inclined to make war on them, and pull down 
their gates ; but they thought he would do better 
to remain quiet. They publicly faid in the town 
of Louvain, that if Ghent were as near to them 
a3 Bruffels, they vi^ould be clofely united. 
. All thefe fpeeches were carried to the duke 
and duchefe of Brabant ; but it behoved them to 
(but' their eyes and ears, for it was not the 
moment to notice them. 

; The Ghent men, during their refidence at 
Bruges, made many innovations. They refolved 
to level two gates and the walls, and to fill up 
the ditches with them, that the inhabitants might 
be disabled from rebelling. They alfo determined; 
whei> they marched away, to take with them five 
hundred of the principal citizens to Ghent, to 
keep the town in greater fear and fubjection. 

Whilft the leaders were thus employed in de- 
ftroying the gates and walls, and filling the ditches^ 
they fent detachments to Ypres, Courtray, Ber- 
gues, Caffel, Poperingue, Bourbourg, and to 
all the towns and caftles, in Flanders, on thefea- 
coafl, and dependant on Bruges, to place them 
under their obedience, and to bring or fend the 
key$ of the caftles and towns, as a token of their 
fo^miflion. All obeyed j for none daped to op-r 

pofe 



pofcthem: and, according to the Cummons, tliey] 
waited on Philip von Artaveld, and Peter dii Boi? 1 
at Bruges. Thefe two lliled thenifelves com- ' 
inanders in chief in their proclamations; but 
particularly Philip vou Artaveld, who took tho ] 
lead in the government of Flanders, and, during 
his refidence at Bruges, kept the ftate of a prince. 
He had his minftrcls daily to play before him a$ 
his dinners and fuppcrs ; and was ferved on plate," 
as if he had been earl of Flanders. Indeed he ' 
might well live in this magnificent manner, forh^ , 
had poflefTed himfelf of all the plate, both gold 
and filver, that had belonged to the carl, as well 
as the jewels and furniture of his apartments, 
found in his palace at Bruges, whence nothing J 
had been faved. . j 

A detachment of the Ghent men was fent tw I 
Marie, a handfome Iioufe belonging to the earl, < 
fituated half a league from Bruges, where they 
committed all forts of outrages. They deftroyed . 
the houfe, and broke the font at which the earl ] 
had been baptifed; and, having laden on carts 1 
every thing that was precious, of gold, lilver or | 
jewels, fent them to Ghent. During a whofeJ 
fortnight, there were upwards of two hundreaj 
carts daily going and returning from Bruges to 
Ghent with the immenfe pillage which Philip von, 
Artaveld and the Ghent men had made by thiij J 
conqueft of Bruges; the value of which was fij 
great, that it was difficult to eftimate its worth. 

When the Ghent men had done every thing 

they willed to the city of Bruges, they fent to 

Ghent 
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Ghent five hundred of its princip?il citizens,, to 
remain there as hoftages. Francis Atremen and 
Peter le Nuitre, efcorted them with a thoufand 
of their men. Peter du Bois remained gcivernprof 
j&ruges, until the walls,, gates and ditches, were 
completely levelled. Then Philip von Artaveld 
departed, taking the road towards Ypres;. wljere, 
^oh his arrival, he was met by all i;nanner of per- 
fous, and received with as much honour as if he 
were their natural lord, who had come, for the 
firft time, to view his inheritance. 

All fubmitted to his obedience. He renewed 
the powers of the mayor and flieriffs, and estab- 
fifhed new laws. Then came thofe of the castle- 
wicks, beyondYpres,Cafrel, Bergues, Bourbourg, 
Furnes, Poperingue, who fubmitted to him, and 
fwore allegiance and homage, as to their lord, 
the earl of Flanders. 

When he had fully affured himfelf of their fub- 
miffion, and had remained eight days at Ypres, 
he departed, and went to Courtray, where he 
was received with great joy. He continued there 
five days, and fent his fummons to the town of 
Oudenarde, ordering the citizens to come and 
fubmit themfelves to him ; for they rifked much, 
feeing the whole country had turned to Ghent, 
"VhiU they alone remained behind. The meffen- 
ger^ affo told them plainly, that if they did not 
tfo as the others had done, they might depend 
on having the town instantly befieged -, and that 
the fiege would not be broken up until it 
Vetc conquered, and all put to the fword. 

When 



XV'h^li this fimimons was brought to Oucfoi' I 
'iiarde, thr j^ovemor, fir Damos de Hallum, wag ' 
abfent, and only the three knights before men- 
tioned in the place. They replied, with warmth^ 
' That they were not to be frightened by the ' 
menaces of the fon of a brewer of MetheglinJ 
and that they would not, and could not, fur- J 
render, or any way diminifh, the inheritance of J 
their lord, the earl of Flanders, but would guard | 
and defend it with their lives.' This was the 
anfwer the meflengers carried back to Coiirtrayi ' 



CHAP. XX. 



tlllLIP VON ARTAVELD, ON HIS EETURM TO 
" GHENT, LIVES IN GREAT POMP. — THE EARL 
Of FLANDERS RESIDES IN LILLE. 

WHEN Philip heard from the garrifoti of j 
Oudenarde, that they neither cared for 
him nor for bis menaces, he fwore, that whatever" ' 
it might coft the country of Flanders, he would 
not attend to any thing until he bad taken and 
razed to the ground the town of Oudenardej 
He was greatly enraged, and thought he might ' 
eafily accompliih his threats; for all Flanders 
was tnchned to ferve him. 

After a refidence of fix days at Coufti'ay, 
where lie renewed the laws, and received the 
homage and allegiance of every one, juft as if 

Vol.. VI. I he 
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lie had been earl of Flanders^ he returned t<» 
Ghent. There came out a grand proceffion to 
jmeet hitn^ and with fuch joy that the earl, their 
lord ilras never received fo honourably.- The 
people adored him as if he had been their god, 
becaufe, through his advice, their town enjoyed 
fuch power and wealth. It is impoffible to tell 
the vaft quantities of valuables which came thi- 
ther by land and water from Bruges, Damme 
and Sluys- The bread, which three weeks be- 
fore was fold for an old groat, was now not 
worth tnore than four farthings. The wine 
which was at twenty-four groats, was now fold 
for two. All things were much cheaper at 
Ghent than at Tournay or Valenciennes. 

Philip voli Artaveld, like a great prince, kept 
a magnificent eiiablifhment of horfes^ and was 
as grand in his hotel, as the earl of Flanders wa» 
at Lille* He had his officers throughout Flan- 
ders, fuch as bailiffs, governors, receivers and 
ferjeants, who every week brought confiderable 
fUms to Ghent, where he kept his ftate, and was 
clothed in fcarlet robes lined with furs, like-the 
duke of Brabant or earl of Hainault^ He had 
alfo his exchequer-chamber, where the money 
was paid, like to the earl 3 and he gave dinners 
and fuppers to the ladies and damfels of Ghent, 
as the earl ufed to do 5 and, like him, was not 
more fparing of his money where his pleafures 
were concerned. When he wrote, he figned 
himfelf Philip von Artaveld, regent of Flanders. 

During this time, the earl of Flanders, wha 

re^ed' 



fefided at Lille, had reafon to be thoiIghtfuJi 
feeing that his country was more than ever in rc"' 
beliion againft him, and that from himfelf alone 
he had not any hopes of recovering it ; for all 
the towns were fo much connected with each 
other that they could never be feparated but by 
a very fuperior force. The whole country no 
more fpoke of him, nor acknowledged him for 
their lord, than if he had never exifted. He now 
remembered his connection with the duke of 
Burgundy, who had married the lady Margaret 
his daughter, by whom he had two fine children^ 
He faid he was happy king Charles was dead, 
and that there was a young king in France 
under the guardianfliip of his uncle the duke 
of Burgundy, who would manage and govern 
him according to his iticlinations. It will be 
therefore natural for the king of France, as I 
Ihould fuppofe, to be enraged againft my rebel- 
lious fubjects^ fbrhe has good inclinations, and 
is defirous of fignalifmg himfelf in arms. The 
duke of Burgundy will eafily induce him to da 
fo, when he explains to him their infolent pride, 
and that he is bound to affift his vaffals when 
their fubjects rebel. 

But fome imagine theking would not have in- 
terfered in the matter, if it had not been for the 
intrigues of the duke of Burgundy ; for, if no- 
thing had been done, he would have amiexed 
Flanders to the crown of France by fome means 
or other; for the earl of Flanders was not enough 
in his favour to induce him to exert himfelf in 
I Si hi» 
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Kin aid. We- wiH> however drop at ptereoi this 
febject until the proper tifne come^ andfpeakof 
the eetpl of Flanders' cof^uct in lille^ 

After his late great difeomfiture before itfruges^ 
. he learnt that fir Thierri du Ban, fir Fieurant dtaL 
Ifurl^e and fir John Bernage, had ent^»ed Oude** 
Barde, and kept poffeflion of it daring i^U the' 
events which had followed the defeat at Brugei^. 
He well knew that thefe knights were not in fuf^ 
ilcient fl;rength to oppofe the force of Flanders^ 
if they fhbuld lay fiego to it, as it was expected 
*feey would infiantly do. In order toTeinftw^e 
and victual it, he called tp him a knight, named[ 
fir Daniel de Haluyn^, ^,nd faid to him ; ^ IDani^, 
you will go to the town of Oudenardec I ap^ 
|ioint you its governor, and you sh^l' take with; 
you one hundred and fifty lanc^ goodmen a£ 
anns,. one hundred crofs-bows, and two hundrecl 
haAy varletii with pikes and shields; . You wiU 
be careful of the garrifon, for I give it loyally 
into your charge ; and hailen to viettral it witk 
€oni, oats, falted meats, and wines^ fiom our 
good friends and neighbours in the town of 
Toumay, who I truil will not fail us in thift 
urgent neceifity/ 

* My lord,* replied the knight, * your orders' 
fhall be obeyed ; and I accept the guard of the 
town of Oudenarde, fince it pleafes you to com* 
mand me. No accident fliall happen to it 



* Daniel de Haluyn. "Diis muft be the perfon whpm Bicr 
t>efofa43alb JDfUBefj ^nd JDajxiaiUc de Hakim. 

through 
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flirongh any fault of mine.' ' Danid,' faid the 
earl, ' you comfort me much by what you fav.' 
Upon this, fir Daniel de Haluyn took leaVft 
of the earl and went to Oudenarde, which M 
feinfcirced with good men at arms, victualled it 
again, and made every other neceflary prepari- 
tiun, 



CHAP. XXI. 



^ILIP VON ARTAVELD AND THE GHtNT MEN 
LAV SIEGE TO OUDENARDE. 

"tjHILIP, who refided in Ghent, hearing that 
-*- the garrifon of Ondenarde had been rein- 
forced with men at arms, faid he would provide 
a remedy, for fuch things were not to be fuffer- 
td: it was a difgrace to all Flanders that that 
town Ihould continue thus difobedient. He de- 
clared be Would lay fiege to it, and never march 
away until he had deftroyed it, and put to' death 
all who ihould be found within, knights arid 
others. He ifliied his fummous through Flan- 
ders, for every one to "be ready prepared before 
Oudenarde on the 9tb day of June. None dared 
diibbey this fummons : thofe in the principal 
towns of Flanders, of the Franconate and of 
Bruges, made themfelves ready, and came be- 
fore Ondenarde, where they extended themfelves 
in the fields, meadows and niarOies thereabouts. 
Philip, by whofe orders every thing was done, 
lited in great ftate before Oodenarde. 



©uring this time, he laid a tax throughout: 
Glanders of fpur groats on every fire, which were 
to be paid weekly, by all perfons indifcrimi- 
uately. Philip gained largp fums by this tax, 
iqr no one was exempted. He had his ferjeants 
in all parts of the country, who made both rich 
and poor pay it, whether they would or not. 

It was faid there were upwards of a hundred 
thoufand men at this fiege of Oudenarde. The 
Flemings drove into the river Scheld large flakes, 
fo that no veffels could come from Tournay to 
Qudenarde, whilft they h^d in their army Jjlenty 
of every tjiing neceflary. They had halls foV 
cloth, furs and merceries : every Saturday was 
the market, to which were brought from the ad- 
jacent villages all forts of groceries, fruits, but- 
ter, milk, eheefe, poultry, and other things. In 
their army there were taverns as plpnty as at 
Bruflels, where Rhenifli wines, and thpfe. of 
France, Galrigaches*, Malmfeys and. othpr fo- 
reign wines were fold cheap. Every one might 
go thither, and pafs and repafs, without peril ; 
that is to fay, thofe of Brabant, Hainault, Ger- 
many and of Liege, but not thofe of France. 

When fir Daniel de Haluyn entered Oude- 
narde, he laid in all his preparations of llores and 
provifion, which were equally divided among the, 
garrifon, each according to a fixed ration. ^\l 
the horfes were fent away, and tl^e houfes near 
the walls pulled down, mid cpvefed with earth. 



* Galrigaches, — a fort of ftrong white wine, or liqueur* 
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tb guard againfi: the cannon, of which the enemy 
had abundance. The women and children who 
remained (for many were fent away) were lodged 
in the churches and monafteries. No dog was 
ieft in the town, but all were killed and thrown 
into the river. 

The garrifon made many gallant fallies, both 
mornings and evenings, doing great execution 
to the army. There were among others two 
fquires from Artois, brothers, called Lambert 
and Triftan de Lambres, who frequently per- 
formed very gallant deeds of arras, bringing 
back with them provifions from the enemy, whe- 
ther they would or not, and even prifoners. 

Thus they remained the whole fummer. It 
was the intention of Philip and his council to 
continpe until they ihould ftarve them out ; for 
it would coft them too many men were they to 
attempt to carry it by ftorm. They with much 
labour placed on the hill of Oudenarde a, prodi- 
gioufly great engine, twenty feet wide and forty- 
long, which they called a Mutton, tocaft heavy 
ftones and beams of timber into the town, and 
erofh every thing they fhoiild fall on. They had I 
alfo, the more to alarm the garrifon, fired a | 
bombarde of a very great fize, which was fifty I 
feet in length, and (hot ftones of an immenfe * 
weight. When they fired off this bombarde, it.' 
might be heard five leagues off in the day-time, 
and ten at night. The report of it was fo lond, 
that it feemed as if all the devils in hell had 
|>roken loofe. 

The 



- The Ghent men made likewife another en^ 
jine, which they pointed againft the town, to 
caft large bars of hot copper. With fuch ma- 
chines, a$i cannons, bombardes, fows and mutr 
ions, did the Ghent army labour to annoy the 
^arrifon of Oudenarde. They, hpweyer, com- 
piled each other as well as they cquld, and de- 
fended theujfelves ags^nft thefe attacks. They 
inade fallies three or four times a- week, in which 
(hey gained more honour than difgrace^, and alio 
^nore pirpfit than Ipis. 



CHAP. XXII. 

A PETACHMENT OF THE PHENT ARMY f^ROM BE- 
FORE OUDENARDE, IN OVERRUNNING THE 
LANDS OF THEIR LORD, BURN SOME VILLAGES 
ON THE FRONTIERS OF FRANCE, WHICH CAUSES 
A WAR BETWEEN THE KING OF FRANCE AND 
THEM. 

WHILST the fiege of Oudenarde was gc^ng. 
forward^ eleven hundred men left the 
furmy, with a determii^tion to fcovir the coua^ 
try, and to ruin and deftroy the houfes of thofe 
knights who, having quitted Flanders, had efta- 
bliflied themielves, with their wives and fa^ilie^ 
in Hainault, Brabant, and i,n Artois. They ac- 
compliflied their purpofe ; for this detachpient 
committed great damage throughout Flapder^s, 
not leaving any houfe of a gentleman unbuj^t, 
pr Handing. They then came again to. Ti^^lfy 

the 



the houfe of the earl, and completely deftroyed 
it. They found there the cnidle in which he had 
been nurfed, and the bathing tub in which he 
had been waflied, both of which they entirely 
demoliflied. They ptilled down the chapel, 
carrying away witii them the bell to Bruges, 
where they met Petor du Bois, and Peter Ic 
Nuitre, who entertained them well, and tolil 
them they hfid performed good fervlces. 

When thefe men had refreshed themfelves, 
they took the road to the bridge of Warncftoii, 
crofled the river Lis, and came before Lille, 
where they deftroyed fome windmills and fet lire 
to other villages of Flanders, Upwards of four 
thoufand of the inhabitants of Lille armed them-, 
felves, and fallied out on horfeback and on foot, 
after thefe marauders, whom they foon overtook, 
flew many and feized others, who liad afterwards i 
their heads ftruck oil' in Lille; but, had they 1 
been well purfued, not one of them would have 
efcaped. Notwithftanding this check, the do- ■ 
tachmeut from the Ghent army entered the ■' 
country of Tournay, where they did much mif— 
chief, and burnt the town of Sechlin, and fome * 
of the adjacent villages which belong to the ' 
kingdom of France. They then returned with a ■ 
very confiderable booty, to the fiege of Oude- ' 
iiarde. 

News was carried to the duke of Bttrgiindy, | 
at Bapaume in Artois, how the Ghent men )iad j 
pillaged and burnt fome villi^es in France. Ho 
iaftantly wr9te an account of it to his fovereign, 

wha 
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who at that tim^ was at Compiegne, as well as 
io his brother the duke of Berty, to the duke of 
iBourbon, and to the king's council, that they 
might confider of it. The duke of Burgundy 
.wished not the Flemings to have acted other- 
wife ; for he thought it would be now neceffary 
to call on the king for aid, otherwife his father- 
in-law, the earl of Flanders, would never regaia 
Jiis iphepitance : beiides, on every account, thiap 
war exafperated him moil exceedingly, for he 
.was, in right of his wife, the heir of Flanders. 

The earl of Flanders refided at this moment 
at HIdin. He there learnt that the Ghent men 
haid deftroyed his houfe at Marie, through fpit6 
to him, even the chamber wherein he was bom, 
. and bad broken the font wherein he had been 
foaptifed, with the cracjle of his childhood, which 
>vas of filver. The bathing tub wherein he had 
been washed was beaten to pieces and carried 
away. All this vexed him exceedingly. Whilft 
at H^din he thought of different plans i for he 
law his country had turned againft him, except 
Dendremonde and Oudenarde, and no fuccour 
to be looked for, but from France, Having 
weighed well all circumftances, he refolved to 
vifit his fon the duke of Burgundy, who lived at 
Bapaume, and explain to him his (ituation. 

He departed from Hedin and went to Arras, 
where he repofed himfelf two days. On the 
morrow he came to Bapaume, and difmounted 
^t the hotel of the counts of Artois, which was 
jaow his own ; for, by the death of his lady-mo- 
ther^ 



tlier, he was count of Artois. The duke of 
Burgundy took much compaflion on hira, and 
comforted him kindly, when he had heard his 
complaints, faying, ' My lord, by the faith I 
owe to you, and to the klnj^, I will not attend 
to any thing but the recovery of your country. 
You shall be repofleffed, or we will lofe the re- 
mainder ; for it is not to be fuffered that fuch a 
fet of fcoundrels as are now in Flanders should 
govern that country, as in that cafe all knight- 
hood and gentility may be deftrpyed and pulled 
4own, and confcquently all Chrillianity.' 

The earl of Flanders was n^uch confoled by 
the duke engaging to aflift him. He took leave 
of him, and went to the city of Arras. At thl^ 
time, he held in prifon upwards of two hundred 
perfons from the chief towns in Flanders, who 
hliad only bread and water for food; and every 
bflay they were threatened to lofe their heads. 
, jThen the earl returned to Arras, he gave them 
all their liberties, m honour of GOD and the 
Virgin i for he found, from what had paffed in 
Flanders after their imprifonment, that they 
were not any way to blame. He made them ^U 
fwear to be true and loyal to him, and tlien gave 
them money to carry them to IJile or Douay, 
or wherever elfe they pleafcd. Tlie carl gained 
much popularity by this meafure. He then left 
Ai'ra^j and returntd to Hedin. 
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CHAP. XXIII, . 

^E DUKJE OP BURGUNDY INSTIGAtfiS • HW Ni:# 
P^EW KING CHARLES TO MAKE WAR ON GHENT 
AND ITS ALLIES, AS WELL IN REVENGE FOtt 
THE BURNT VHXAGES AS TO ASSIST IN THK 
RECOVERY OF FLANDERS FOR THE EARL, WHO 
WAS HIS VASSAL, 

THE duke of Burgundy was not forgetful of 
the engagements he had entered into with 
\ns lord and father the earl of Flanders. He fet 
out from Bapaume attended by fir Guy de I^ 
"JVimouille and fir John de Vienne, admiral of 
France, who were very defirous the earl (hould 
\>e aflifled. Thefe two were the principal per-s 
ions of his council. They continued their jotuS 
pey until they arrived at Senlis, where the king 
was with his two uncles of Berry and Bourbon. 
'He was received with joy, and then was afked 
what was the news in Flanders, and how the 
iiege of Oudenarde was going on. The duke of 
Burgundy made very prudent replies to thefe 
firft queftions of the king and his uncles ; but 
wjien he found an opportunity, he drew his bro- 
ther the dulke of Berry afide, and explained to 
him how the Ghent men, in the infolence of theit 
pride, were endeavouring to be mafiers every 
^here and to deftroy all gentlemen ; that they 
had already burnt and pillaged part of the king* 
dom of France, which was much to the prejudice 
and diflionour of the realm^ and ought not to be 
patienlly borne. 

'Fair 
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'tair brother,' ffiid the duke of Berry, * we 
Ivill talk to the king on this fubject : you and I 
are the principal of his council. The king bein^ 
made a party, no one will attempt to thwart 
onr inclinations in fomenting a war between 
France and Flanders, which have hitherto been 
at peace with each other: it will be proper we 
give fome good reafons for it, and that the barons 
of France be of onr opinion ; otherwife we may be 
blamed and the fault thrown on us; for the king 
is young, and every one knows that he will dtt 
whatever we fliall tell him oradvifehim. If itturrt 
out fuccefsful, it will be paffed over j but, fhould 
it be otherwife, we ftiall be charged with it, and 
much more blamed, and with reafon, than any 
of the other counfellors. Every one will fay, 
' See how badly the king's uncles, the dukes of. 
Berry and Burgundy, have advifed the king; they 
have engaged the nation in a war in which it had 
nothing to do,' I therefore fay, my fair lord, that 
we muit aflemble the greater part of the prelate* 
and nobles of the kingdom of France, and lay 
before them, in the prefence of the king, who is ' 
perfonally inlerefted in this bufinefs, all the' 
events which bear any relation to the inheritance 
of Flanders : we fhall then foon fee what is the* 
general wish of FrancCj' 

The duke of Burgundy replied, ' You fay well*, 
my fair brother, and what you have advifed 
shall be done.' At thefe words, the king entered 
the apartments where his uncles were, with ^ 
falcon ou his wrift : he was llruck with the duke'3 

laft 
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l4{t words; and faid with much good humouf^ 

• What were you fpeaking of, my fair uncles, at 
this moment with fo much earneftnefs? I should 
like to hear itj if it be proper for me to know/ 
*YeS| my lord/ anfwered the duke of Berry; 

* for what we were difcuffing perfonally concerns 
yo.u: Your uncle^ my brother of Burgundy, has 
juft been complaining to me of the Flemings: 
thofe villains of Flanders have driven the earl 
their lord out of his country, and all the gentle- 
men; They are now^ to the amount of a hun- 
dred thouiknd men, befieging Oudenarde, under 
acaptain called Philip von Artaveld, an English- 
man for courage^ who has fworn he will never 
break up the liege until he has Imd his will on 
thofe of the town^ unlefs you shall force him to 
it* Iriiis refervation he has made. Now, what 
do you fay to this ? will you aflift your coufin of 
Flanders to regain his inheritance, of which 
peafants^ in their pride and cruelty have depriv-^ 
edhim?' 

^ By my faith, my dear uncles,' replied the 
king, * I have a very great inclination fo to do^ 
and in God's name let us march thither. I wish 
for nothing more than to try my flrength in arms, 
for never hitherto have I had armour on. It is 
neceffary, therefore, if I wish to reign with ho- 
nour and glory, that I learn the art of war. * 

The two duke5, looking at each other, were 
much delighted with what the king had faid; 
and the duke of Berry added, — * My lord, you 
jtiave very properly fpoken, and you are bound 

to 
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do "what you fay ; for the country of Flanders W I 
a dependance on the domain of France; and you 1 
have fworn, and we alfo for you, that you will ] 
fupport in their rights your vaflals and liege I 
men: the carl is alfo your coufin, you therefore 
owe him affection. Now, fince you are in fuch I 
good inclinations, do not change them, but fay J 
the fame to all who shall fpeak to you on thia 4 
fubject; for we will alTemble in hafie the pre- I 
lates and barons of your realm, and in your pre- 1 
fence lay before them this bulinefs. Do yoa j 
fpeak your mind then, as clearly and as loudly ] 
as you have done to us, and they all will fay, I 
we have an enterprifing and well-intentioned i 
king.' . l 

' On my faith, my fair uncle, I wish evoy I 
thing were ready for us to march thither to- A 
morrow; for from henceforward the greateft 3 
pleafure 1 shall have will be to abafe the pride i 
of thefe Flemings.' j 

The two dukes were well pleafed at hearing. ] 
the king thus fpeak out. I 

The duke of Bourbon now came, having be^e J 
fent for by them ; and they related to him aUl 
you have heard, and how eager the king was to-l 
march to Flanders, with which he was mucli. I 
pleafed. 1 

Things remained in this ftate. The king an4 1 
his uncles wrote letters to all the lords of the ] 
council, ordering them to come to Compiegne on ' 
a certain day, when there would be a council held 
#n the affairs of the realm. Every one obeyed, as 
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^hi right ; but the king was fo thucli rejoiced &t 
What he had heard, and fo much occupied was 
hismfnd with this fubject, that nothing coalid put 
it out of hi& head. Hef frequently faid, ' The 
Council would be too tedious to accompliiili the 
bufinefs well; adding, that when 2thy one wifties 
to perform an enterprife fuccefsfully, delibera- 
tions fhould not be too lonsr ; for at laft the ene- 
my gains information of it.* He alfo faid^ when 
they laid before him the dangers that might hap- 
peti, * Yes*, yes; nothing venture, ndthing gain:*' 
In this manner did the young king of France cori^ 
verfe with the knights and fquires of his chamber. 
1 will now relate to you a dream which he had at 
this time at Senlis; and from which he took a fly- 
mg hart for his emblem, as I was then inforfhed* 



CHAP. XXIV. 

CHARLES THE SIXTH, KING OF FRANCE, FROM 
A I>REAM, CHOOSES A FLYING HART FOR HIS 
DEVICE. 

I T happened that during the refidfence of the 
yotitig king Charles at Senlis, as he was fleef)- 
ing in his bed, a vifidn appeared to him. He 
thottglit he was in the city of Arras, where^ uritil 
then, he had never been, attended by all the flow- 
er of knighthood of his kingdom 5 that the earl of 
Flarvlefrs came thefe to him, and placed oh his 
wrift a moil beautiful and elegant pilgrim-falcon, 
faying, * My lord, in God's name, I give this falcoti 
to you^for the beft that was ever feen, the moft irf* 

defatigable 



I* 

ijefatigabie hunter, and the raaft excellent ftn'k- 
er of birds.' The king was much pleafed with 
the prefent, and faid, 'Faircoufin, I give yon 
my tlianks.' He then thought he turned to the 
conftabte of France, who was near him, and 
fatfl, ' Sir Oliver, let you and I go to the plam^, 
and try this elegant falcon which iny coufin of 
Flanders has given me.' AVhen the conftable 
anfwered, * Well, let us go.' Then each moimt- ' 
ed their horfes, and went into the fields, taking 
thefelcon with them, where they found plenty 
of herons to fly him at. The king faid, 'Con- 
■ftable, caft off the falcon, and we (hall fee how 
he will hunt.' The conftable let him fly, and 
the iaicon mounted fo high in the air, they 
could fcarcely feehim : he took the direction 
towards Flanriers. * Let us ride after my bird,*" 
faid the king to the conftable: * for I will not 
lofe him.' The conftable aftented, and they 
rode on, as it appeared to the king, through a 
large raarfli, when they came to a wood, on 
wiiieh the kingcried out, "^Difmount, difmount: 
we cannot pafs this wood on horleback.' They 
then difmounted, when fome ferrants 'came 
and took their horfes. The king and the con- 
Ititltte entered the wood with much difficulty, 
^d walked on until they came to an estenfive 
heath, where they faw the falcon chafing herony, 
and firiking them down; but they refifted, and 
there was a battle between them. It feemed to 
the king tltat his falcon performed gallantly, 
and drove the birds before him fo far, that ha 
loft fight of him. This much vexed the king^, 
Vol. VI. K as 
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as well as the impoflibility of following him ^ 
and he faid to the conftable, ' I shall lofe my", 
falcon, which I shall, very much regret; for I. 
have neither lure, nor any thing elfe to call him 
back.' Whilft the king was in this anxiety, he 
thought a beautiful hart, with two wings, ap- 
peared to iifue out of the wood, and eome to 
this heath and bend himfelf down before ther 
king, who faid to the conftable, as he regarded 
this wonder with delight, ^ Conftable, do you 
remain here^sand I will mount this hart that 
offers himfelf to me, and follow my bird/ The 
conftable agreed to it, and the yoxmg king joy- 
fully mounted the hart, and went feeing the 
falcon. The hart, like one well tutored to obey 
the king's pleafure, carried him over the tops,6f 
the higheft trees, when he faw his falcon ftrik- 
ing down fuch numbers of birds, that he mar- 
velled how he could do it. It feemed to the 

* 

king that when the falcon had fufficiently flown, 
and ftruck down enough of the herons, be call- 
ed him back, and inftantly^ as if well taught, 
he perched on the king's wrift, when it feemed 
to him, that after he had taken the falcon by 
its lure, and given him his reward, the hart flew 
back again over the wood, and replaced the king 
on the fame heath whence he had carried him, 
and where the conftable was waiting, who was 
much rejoiced at his return. On his arrival he. 
dilmounted : the hart returned to the wood, and 
was no more feen. The king then, as he ima- 
gined, related to the conftable how well the hart 
lid carriM him : that he had never rode fo eafy 

before! 




before in his life ; aud alfo the goodnefs of his 
falcon, who had ftruck, down fuch numbers of 
birds: to all which the conftable willingly lift- 
ened. The fervants then feemed to come after 
them with their horfes, which, having mount-" 
ed, they followed a magnificent road that 
brought them back to Arras. The king at this 
part avrakcaed, much astonished at the vifion 
he had feed, which was fo imprinted on his me- 
mory, that he told it to fome of his attendants 
who were waiting in his chamber. The figure 
of this hart was fo agreeable to him,' that he 
cduld not put it out of his imagination ; and 
this was the canfe why, on this expedition to 
Flanders againft the Flemings, he took a flying 
hart for his device. 
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During the siege of oudenarde, thE 
bels entreat king charles to make 
peace between them and the earl of 
flanders. — the king answers them with 
contempt. — they then endeavour to 
draw the english into an alliance with, 

THEM. 

PHILIP von Artaveld, although he had been 
very fuccefsful at the battle of Bruges, and 
though fortune had fmiied on him at his defeat 
of Itie earl and the citizens of Bruges, poffefled 
not any abilities for war or fieges. "When young 
he had not been educated for it, but in filhing 
K 2 with 
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with a rod in the rivers Scheld and Lis; and h*^ 
tlenrly proved his incapacity dufingthe fiege of 
Oadenafde. He knew not how to take the 
l9wh^ and^, thtt>u|ph pride and prefomptipn^ 
thotight that it mail be hi^i, knA that the inhabit 
ttots baght t(>cottie fthd furrender it to him. 
They had no fuch indination; bat behairM 
Ihetiifelves like valdfous men, ikirmi&ing fii«- 
qtvently with thefe Flemings at the bkr#iers, ia 
Which they flew many and wduuded tnote^ atid 
then retired without lofs intt) their lown. 

In thefe (kllies, Lambert de Lambresy Triftaior 
hi& brother, and the lord de Lunelhien^ g^ned 
gireat renown* 

The Flemings obfei^ing that the ditches <^ 
Oudenarde were wide and fliU of water, and 
that they could not approach the place but with 
great peril, refolved in counfel to collect quan- 
tities of faggots attd ftraw to fill them up, to 
enable them to come near the walls and engage 
hand to hand. As it had been ordered, fo it 
was executed -, bilt the garrifon held what they 
were about cheap, and faid, that if there were 
no treafon between them and the townfpeople^ 
they wet-e not alarmed for the event of thefiege. 
However, fir !Daniel dfe Haliiyn, the goverhor,^ 
to prevent any mifconduct, had kept the citi- 
2!ens fo much undei' command tlKtt tbey UkJk 
not any power whatever : and h^ had ftrtctly 
ordered, chat none of the inila^itantB Ihould 
dare to afcend the walls, fey day o^ night, WilSi*- 
out being accompanied by fome of 1^ itten «» 
arms, othefwife, if found, they wouW rift Ib^ 
lofs i>f tiieir lives. In 
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In this manner wae the fiegc continued. TJic 
Flemings had plenty of provifion in their army, 
which was brought to than by fea and land, 
us well (IS down the rivers, for they were lords 
of the wliole of Flanders. They were alfo rjp»r 
the countries of Holland,. Zealand, Brabant, 
and apart of Jiainanlt, the inhabitants of which, 
through avarice of gain, privately brought their 
nr^ny proyifion in qiiantities. 

This Philip von Artaveld had a courftg* 
more like Engljlh than French. He would have 
fcecn glad if they had adhered more to the for- 
flier, and ntajie an alliance with England} for, 
fljouM the king of France, or duke of Burgun- 
dy, march an army a^lnfl them to recover 
the country, they would have been afltfted. 
■ Philip had ah"eady in his army two hundred 
Epglifli arcliers, who had ftolen away from their 
garrifon at Calais, and were paid every week. 

Philip, to put a better colour on his actions, 
*ad to know what they faid of him ip Fmncc, 
^■efiidved to Jend letters from himfelf and from 
the country of Flanders, to the kfng of France, 
huipbly entreating the k'Hg to take the trouble 
of bringing about a found reconciliation be- 
tween thcni and tlie ^^fi their lord. He had no 
fooner (nentiQoed this idea than It was executed : 
he wrote amigable letters to the king of France 
fljid to hie council, which he ordered a meflen- 
ger to carry to France and deliver to the king. 
The meffenger faid he wpuld wilhngly obey, 
Mi4 ^ode on with the letters uuUl he came to 
Senlis^ 
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Senlis, where the king was, to whom and tq 
his uncles he gave the letters. 

The king took them, and had them read in 
the prefence of his uncles and council. After 
they had been read and comprehended, the 
auditors burft out into laughter. The meffen- 
ger, becaufe he had come into the king's pre- 
fence without a paffport, was ordered to be. 
arrefted and put into prifon, where he remain- 
ed for upwards of three weeks. 

When Philip heard of this, he was very in^ 
dignant, and, having fummoned the captains of 
the army to him, he faid, — * You fee what ho- 
nour the king of France pays to us, after we 
have fa amicably written to * him, fof which he 
detains our meffenger. We certainly make too 
many difficulties in connecting ourfelves with 
the Engiifli, and, may fuffer for it. The duke 
of Burgundy is now in France and governs the 
l^iog j«ft as he pleafes, for he is buf a child. 
Do you think that he will leave things in their 
prefent fituation ? Certainly not. Take for 
example our meffenger, whom he has detained. 
It will therefore be prudent in us to fend to 
England, as well for the general good of Flan- 
ders as to fecure ourfelves and alarm our ene- 
mies. I am defirous,* faid Philip, *that we 
fend thither ten or twelve of our principle men, 
that the knowledge of it may *be carried to 
France, and that the king and his council may 
think we intend to unite ourfelves with his ad- 
verfary the king of England. But I do not 

wifl^ 



wifli fuch alliances to be made in a hurry, nor 
at all if we were not thus circumftanced ; but 
I would that our ambafladors fliould demand 
privately, of the king of England and his coun- 
cil, the fum of two hundred thoufand old 
crowns, which we have a juft right to, and 
which Jacob von Artaveld, my father, and the 
ftates of Flanders, lent to the king of England 
when before Tournay, to pay his troops. Let , 
them alfo tell the king of England, his uncles 
and his counfellors, that the ftates of Flanders 
4n general, and the chief towns who made this 
loan, demand the repayment of it; and that ' 
when this ihall have been done, which the king 
■of England is obliged to perform, he and his 
fubjects -ihall have iree entry into Flanders for 
the time to come. It is much -better,' added 
Philip, 'that we make ufe.ef what is our own 
■than that foreigners fliould do fo ; and we never 
can have a better opportunity than now to get 
it back again, for the king and realm of Eng- 
land will not hefitate to gain the entry, love and 
alliance of fnch a country as Flanders now is : 
befwies, the Englifli have not in the whole coaft 
from Bourdeaux to Sluys any port, except Ca- 
lais, Cherbourg and Breft, to gain entrance 
into France. Flanders, therefore, will open her 
■ports to them very opportunely ; for Brittany, 
excepting Breft, is quite fhut againft them, and 
the dnke of Brittany has fwore to be a true 
Frenchman, which, if he were not, he would 
fo become, through love to his coufm-german 
the earl of Flanders.' 

All 
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All who heard him anfwered^ that be IkskA 
well and wiibly {poken^ aad what he had pv(H 
poiad fliould be followed .; and 4;hat whoever wa^s 
of the contrary opinion was pot a weUwifl^r to 
the profperity of Flaaders. . 

Philip did not delay executing it; be wrote 
oo this fobjeot to Peter du Bois aisd Peter Je 
.Nuitre^ governors of Brugesj^ md s^So to thole 
i^ Ypres and Courtray, yrb» ^reed to bis pro^ 
pofal. One or two ci tineas we^ cbafen: ^m 
^e |>rtnci:pal tovms^ but from Ghent fix. AtTKoig 
i;he &xA wore Francis Atremesij, Raiie <k If^- 
Verdelle, Lonis de Vaux, fir John Stott3i«rej( 
Martin Blov/ieUV^tre, Jacob Pernare ai^ a 
ctefk who had been nominated bishoipof Gh^sat 
fey piope Urban. MaAer John d^Albret^j wha 
had been (feitn of the church of o«ir L^dy st 
Tournay^i had ptopofed to make a bisbidpoiek 
ipf the town of Ghent, wkich ahoiiUi enjoy tbe 
profits the bishop of Tournay ougbt to hare. 

When the tweli^e citizens had i^eeeiv^d tkeif 
full inftructioiis ^ to. what they wipre Mo fay ' 
B^ do, they took ieave of their frjeiadf ^ ^eqp^artr. 
ted from the fii^ of Oudenande^ and tcojatinued 
their journey until they ^riyed atCalaiB. Sor • 
John d'Albrenes*, the governor, receii^ed theili 
^ery politely, when he widediood i^y iwant- 
ed to go to England, and provided them with 
«hips and paffage-boats. They remained tibere 
only three days, when they euabai;*ked, iande4 
at Dover, and purfued their road to London. 

* Sir John d'Albrenes. Q, 

At 



At Uie time this embafly from Flanders ar-^ 
rived at London, the king of Englaaid witii liia 
council, fir John Montague, lir John Buriey 
and fir William Beaiiehainp, were at Westmin- ■ 
ster, occupied in the investing fir Perducas 
d'Albrerii with the whole barony of Chaumont 
in Gafcony, which had rovcrtod to tlie king, 
foi' him to do with it as he plealed^ and I will 
tell ypa how this happened. 

King Edward, in former times, had given it 
to lir John Ciiandos, who had held it as long as 
he lived : after Uis death, he had given it to fir 
Thomas Felton. Now fir Tiiomas was lately 
dead, and the barony had reverted to the king^ 
of England, It was improper it should long 
remain without a lord who would refide on the 
^ot; for it joined the lands of the lord d'Albreth, 
who at that period was a loyal Frenchman. 
The king's council confidered tliat fir Per- 
ducas d'Albreth, liaving faithfuify ferved the 
ikings of England, Edward, Richard, and tlie 
prince, as well as the country of the Bourdeloi^ 
<br upwards of thirty years, was well deferviug 
to have this eftate, wjiich he would defend 
against any one. 

Sir Perilucas d'Albreth, on receiving the in- 
vefliture of the lands of Chaumont from the 
hands of the king, in the prefcnce of tlie nobles 
of England, thus addreiTed his m^eity : ' SJre» 
I take and receive this inheritance ibr myfelf 
and for my heirs, on condition that I aud my 
heir faithfully ferve you agaiuit all luaukiud, 
except againft the hoxrfe of Albrelh i for againft 
th*t 
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that whence I am fprung, I will never make 
war as long as my inheritance is left in peace/ 

The king and his council replied, — ' In God's 
' name beit fo ; ' and oa thefe terms he was invefted. 

I will now relate what befel this fir Perducas 
d*Albreth. When he was returning to Gafcony 
to take pofleffipn of his eftate, iand the fenef- 
cbal of fiourdeaux had given him feifin of the 
barony, the lord d'Albreth was much rejoiced : 
for he knew his coufin would not m^e war 
upon him, and that the lands of Albreth and 
of Chaumont would remain in quiet. The lord 
d* Albreth Ihewed much affection to his coufin, 
for he expected that after his deceafe henrouM 
be put in pofleffion of fuch of his caflles as were 
in the barony of Ghaumont. But Perducas had 
not any fuch intentions. It chanced that be 
fell fick; and, when he w^s lying on his death- 
bed and faw there were no hopes of recovery, 
he fummoned all his vaffals, and calling to him 
a young fquire and good man at arms, named 
Perduch*, faid to him ; * 1 tr?lnsfe^ to thee, in 
the prefence of my vaflals, my whole eftate of 
Chaumont. Be therefore a true EngRfliman, 
and loyal to the king of England* But I will not 
that againft the houfe of Albreth, whence w^e 
are fprung, tliou fliouldeft ever make war, unlels 
they commit outrages against thee/ The fquire 
cheerfully anfwered, * Sir, I willingly accept it on 
thefe terms/ Thus was Perduch d'Albreth lord 
of Chaumont in Gafcony. Sir Perducas died 
foon after, which is all I know about it. 

'* Sala calk him ' Verduret de la Brelh liis nephew.' 

• ' CHAP. 



CHAP XXVI. 



THE AMBASSADORS FROM GHENT FAIL IN FORJIj 
ING AN ALLIANCE WITH ENGLAND. 

WHEN thefe Ghent men were come to Lon- 
don, their arrival was foon known, and 
information of it carried to the king and hfs 
council, who fent to them to know what they 
wanted. They came in a body to the palace of 
Westminster, where they were met first by the 
duke of Lancaster, the earl of Buckingham, 
the earl of Salifbury and the greater part of the 
council ; but the king was not prefent at this 
firft interview. Thcfe arabafladors having made 
tlieir obeifances to the Englifti lords, the bilhop 
elect of Client fpoke for them all, faying, • My 
lords, we are come hither by orders from the 
town of Ghent, and from all Flanders, to re- 
queft counfel, comfort, and afliftance from the 
king of England, on account of certain arti- 
cles, and for reafon of ancient alliances which 
fnbfifted brtween England and Flanders. We 
wifh to renew them, as the country of Flan*- 
ders now ftands in need of alldtance, being 
at this moment without a lord. The principti 
towns and the country have chofen a regent;^ 
named Philip von Artaveld, who recommends 
himfelf particularly to the king, and to you all 
who are of his council. He entreats you to re- 
ceive this commendation in good part; for if 

th< 
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the king fliall wilh tp come into Flanders he will 

find all its ports open, ^ijid the country well 

difpofed towards him, where he may repofe 

and ^efrefh himfelf and people as long a time as 

he fhall pleafe ; and he may call upon Flanders 

for one huijidred thoufand men, all armed, We 

are alfo ordered to requeft from you the twQ 

jtiu^dred tboufand old crowns* whic)i i^^^h v^ 

Artayeld, ;ind tjie chief towns pf Flanders, fcr^ 

gptieriy lent to king Edward, pf goad mengtory, at 

the fieges of Tournay anrfof C^ai^, ani whicl;i 

they now d^efire naay be p^id bacj^. Jt is the ia»* 

tention of tbe prijjcipal towns in Hai^d^r^^ tk^t 

before any thiQg further be doAe in ? treaty ^ 

jiJJiance, thi$ fivn be p^iddown» by whipli m^^(» 

tb^ king >of ]gngland, and all bi^ fiibject|» m^ 

&y they are fri^nd^ to the Flemings ^ aifid t^^ 

fliall have free ei^rauce, ^t ib^if plet^iUr/^s mtQ 

Fl*nder^/ 

Wben the lor4s had beard this fpeecb aqidijblr 
msmd> they looked at each ptlier;^ and S^fn^ b^ 
gw to fmile. Tbe duke of I^ancafter, ad4^f fling 
Ibem, i!aid, ^ My fair lords of Flander^^ wh^ * 
^pu b^ve faid requires cpunfel, Qq a^ retHfi;i 
to London, aad the ki^ will conilder ymir rer 
^i^elQ^s, and fe^ you fuch anfwers as ypiu fl\aji 
he c<pnteiated with.' Tbe Qhmt mefi fi^plieqi^ 
* God will it be fo/ They then quitted the 
pouncil phamber, leaving the lords of tljue j^pun- 
jpil bebiwl, who began tp laugh amopg tbjewr 
felves, and fay, * Did you notice theie Fl^m^ngs^ 

f Old crowns^TTi^acii wgith &yen ibilliogs aqd f WPP^<^ 



and hear fhc rcqiwft they made? They arte 
affiftiince, faying, they are in very greai want of 
it, and, befides, demand our money. It is by 
■ no means reafonable that we (hould pay, and 
aflift them into the bargain.' They looked oa 
the Flemings as proud and prefuraptuous, in 
thus demanding a debt of two hundred thonfand 
old crowns of fo very ancient a date as forty 
years. ' 

Nothing couJd have happened more oppor^ 
tunely for the ting of France, who was eager" ' 
to invade Flanders; for if the Flemings had been 
filent refpecting thefe crowns, and had only re- 
quelled alTistance from the king of England,, 
he would have gone in perfon to Flanders, or* 
would have fent thither fuch a powerful force, * 
that the Flemings who were in the field mighfr' 1 
have refisted the greateft power on the earth.' 
But it fell out otherwife, as you will hear re-" 1 
Iflted in this history. 



CHAP xxvir. 

THE MESSENGER WHICH THE GHENT MEN HAO' ' 
SENT TO KING CHARLES OF FRANCE IS DE- i 
X.1VERED FROM PRISON. — SOME PRISONKRSrl 
FROM TOURNAY AND COURTRAY ARE EX-,- ' 
CHANGED FOR EACH OTHER- 

INTELLIGENCE was earned to the king's 
council in France, that Philip von Artaveld, 
atid the country of Flanders, had fent ambalTa- 
dors to England to form an alliauce. And it 



i 



142 

fedmmonly reported that the king of Eiiglahdy 
tvith a large arrays was about to come this fea- 
foil to Flanders^ and that he would fix its quar- 
ters at Ghent. This news was very probable^ 
for it was to be fuppofed the Flemings would 
strengthen themfelves by forae means or other. 

It ^as then thought proper to liberater the' 
meflenger of Philip; Indeed, to fay the trutii, 
they had not any right to imprifon him. He 
was therefore fet at liberty^ arid fent to Oude- 
Rarde where the arriiy lay; 

At thiii timfe the citizens of Bruges had feized 
and imprifoned fome from Tournay. The Flem- 
ings (hewed by this that they were indifferent as 
to war ot i^eace with the French. Thofe of 
Tournaty in returHif captured fome citizens* of 
Gourtray^ whom they carried away prifoti^rs to 
their town. Thus was the hat red in creafed be- 
tween the miehof Tournay and the Flemings. 

The lords of Tournay, however, who wiflied 
not to make war on the Flemings, their neigh*- 
bours, on their own account, without receiving 
orders from the king of France, refolved to fend 
two of their citizens to Philip von Artaveld to 
mdke up matters between them, fo that they 
might recover their townfmen wiio w^re prifo- 
ners, and render back, in exchange, thofe 
whom they had taken. John Bon Enfaiit and 
John Picard were chofen to go on this bufinefs. 
They went to the fiege before Oudenarde, and 
fpoke with Philip, who, in honour of the city* 
of Tournay, and not out of any refpect to tlie 
king of France, as he told them, received them 

very 
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rery amicably : for the king had not ufed hiai; 
nor the country of Flanders wiell, when he had. 
imprifoned a meflenger whom he had lent to 
him on friendly terms. 

* Sir/ replied the two citizens, * you have re^ 
ceived back your meifenger.' * That is true/ 
laid Philip ; * but it was more through fear than 
oth^rwife. Now tell me,' added Philip, * wliat 
bufinefe has brought you hither ? * Sir,' an-; 
I'wered the citizens, *it is to have back our 
townfmen who are imprifoned at Bruges.' ' Ha/ 
replied Philip, * if they are detained j you have 
ailo imprifoned fome from Courtray. You must 
not loie any thing for this journey, fo do you ' 
return our men, and you (hall have yours/ 

The men from Tournay anfwered, * You lay . 
well, and we will cheerfully confent to it/ The 
agreement was instantly made, and Philip voi4 
Artaveld wrote to I^eteir du Bois and to Peter le, 
Nuitre, who refided in Bruges, to deliver up 
the citizens of Tournay whom they had thrown 
into prifon ; and that they would have in ex-* 
change thofe who had been detained from Cour* 
tVay^ for he declared the city of Tournay had 
written to request it. 

When they took their leave, Philip thus fpoke 
to them, — ^ Gentlemen, mind n\y words : 1 do 
riot wifli to betray you ; you are from the to^n 
oir Tournay, which is a dependatice on the king 
of France, with whoiti we will not enter into 
any treaty, until Dendremonde and Oudenarde 
{hall be furrendered to us. Do not therefore 
come hither again, for thofe who do will be de- 
tained 



ikifafed. Advife your countryracii dnd itier- 
ehants not to pstfs through Flanders; for we 
well know, that the king of France, yoiir Ior<!> 
will make war on us^ for which we are pre* 
pared. 

' Thefe citizens of Tourhay, after having heard 
this fpeech, returned to Tournay to relate -all 
that had paffed. A proclamation was rnH^e^ 
that no one (hould have any intercourle or deal- 
ings with the Flemings, without incurring the 
indignation of the king* The citizens of Tour- 
nay, who had been imprtfoned at Bruges, re- 
turned; and thofe from Courtray were fent 
backk They dared not deal openly with th6 
Flemings; but^ when they wanted i!iy mer- 
chandife from Flanders, they applied to Valen*- 
ciennes ; for thofe of Brabant, Holland, Hain- 
aulti> Zealand and Liege, might travel and carry 
on their commerce through all Flanders with 
perfect fecurity. 

The fiege of Oudenarde still went oft in the 
Tame manner. Philip and his Ghent men were 
encamped on the hill of Oudenarde, on the 
fide of Hainault, where they had planted bom- 
bardes, cannons, and large machines, which 
made fuch a noife when fired that they could 
be heard upw^^ds of fix leagues. Near them^ 
but below, on the banks of the Scheld, were 
encamped thofe from Bruges, as you afcend the 
river by the, gate of Bruges. Thofe of Pope- 
ringue, Ypres, Caflel and the Franconate, were 
quartered near them*, fo that they furrounded 
the town completely. 

Oudenarde 
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Oudanarde being thus furroiindei], the rietti- 
ingH thought they (hould ftarve thufe within it ; 
but the garrifon made frequent fallies, in which 
fometinies they gained the advanta^^e, and at 
othets lott it, as in fiich cafes muft happen. 
However, there were not any attempts made 
to ftorm it. Philip woidd not rafliiy rifli the 
lives of his men, and faidlie would have it other- 
wife than by ftorm ; and that it couhrnot liold 
out much longer, finee there was not a poflibir 
lity of its being reinforced, A bird conid fcarcr- 
ly fly into OudeiKtrde without being fecn by 
thebefieging army, fo eompletcly was it invert- 
rd on all fides. 



CHAP. XXVIII. 



KING CHARLES ORDERS COMMISSIONERS TO EN- 
TER INTO CERTAIN TREATIES WITH THE 
FLEMINGS. — THEIR MESSENGERS ARE IMPRI- 
SONED AT THE MOMENT THEV DEMANDE1> 
PASSPORTS. 

WE will now return to the king of France. 
His uncles and council thought it pru- 
dent to fend to Tournaj feme knights and per- 
lates of the realm to treat with the Flemings, 
and to learn more clearly their intentions. They 
therefore ordered fir Milles de Dormans bifliop 
of Beauvis, the Hifliop of Auxerre, the bishop 
of Laon, fir Guy de Harcourt' and fir Triftan 
du Bois, to Tournay as commiffionera ^toTU vVe 
Vol. VI. ' T. V\i\'i, 
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king of France, where they found John Bon 
Enfant and John Picard, juft returned from the 
fiege of Oudenjtrde. They told thefe commif- 
fioners that PhiHp von Artaveld had declared to 
them, on taking leave, that the Flemings would 
never enter into any treaty until Oudenarde and 
Dendremoijde were in their power. 

^ Well/ replied the commiffioners, ^ Philip, 
with all his pride and prefumption, of which he 
has enough, is not mailer of all the great towns 
in Flanders. We will therefore write to Ghent. 
Bruges, and Ypres, and fend to each town fet- 
ters by a meffenger. We muft enter on this bu- 
fineis by fome means or other. 

The commiflioners wrote letters to the three 
principal towns in Flanders, and directed them 
to Philip von Artaveld as the chief leader. Thefe 
letters contained as follows : 

* To Philip von Artaveld and his compa- 
nions, and to the good people of the three towns 
of Flanders and the Franconate of Bruges. May 
it pleafe you to know, that the king of France 
has fent us hither with the good intentions of 
eflablijfliing a peace, as lord paramount, be- 
tween the noble lord of Flanders, his coufiny 
and the commonalty of Flanders. Public re- 
port fays, that you feek to form an alliance 
with the king of England and the English j 
which will be unreafonable, and prejudicial to 
the kingdom of France, and which the king 
declares he w ill not fuffer. We therefore entreat 
you, in the king's name, to fend us paffports, 
that we may endeavour to bring this peace to 
M good and folid conclufion, for which the king 



U7 
will thank you. You will write us word, what I 
are your intentions, and may the Lord keep you. 
Written at Toiirnay the fixteenth day of the 
monthpf October' (1382.) 

When thefe three letters, which contained 
the fame words, were written and fealed, they j 
gave them to three men, to carry to Ghent, to ' 
Bruges and to Ypres, and to brin^ back the 
anfwers. They replied, they would bring back 
ananfwer, if they could get one, and then de- 
parted, each following the roatl to the town he 
was fent to. 

By accident, Philip happened to be at Ghent j 
the day the aieflenger arrived with his letter; . j 
for otherwife thofe of Ghent would not have i 
opened it in his abfence. When he had read it, t 
he did notliing but laugh, and fet out foon after i 
from Ghent, on his return to Ondcnarde, car- ,] 
rying the letter with him ; but the meffenger ' i 
remained in prifon at Ghent. 

When arrived at Oudenarde, he called to him 
the lord de Harzelles and others of his compa- 
nions : having read to them the letter from the 
commiflioners, he faid, — * I think thefe French 
people wish to make a mockery of me and the 1 
country of Flanders. I told the citizens of ^ 
Tournay, when they were here the day before 
yefterday, that I would not liften to any pro- 
pofals from France, nor enter into any treaty 
which they might offer, until Oudenarde and 
Dendrenionde were furrendered to us.' At thefe 
words, news came from the governors of Bruges 
and Ypres, that they had alfo received \e^\^'c?.i 
L 2 ^■>''\*V 
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and that the meffengers who had brought thefe 
letters were detained and lodged' in the town 
prifonsf. ' This is well d.one/ continued Philip. 
He then examined the letters for a while, and 
faid he would write hirafelf io the French com« 
miffioners. He did fo, in confequence, and ad- 
dreffed them, ' To the very noble and difcreet 
lords the commiffioners from France.' 



CHAP. XXIX. 

THE ANSWER OF PHILIP VON ARTAVELD TO 
THE FRENCH COMMISSIONERS, WHICH HE 
SENT BY A PRISONER OF WAR FROM^ OUDE- 

NARDE. 

* X TERY dear and potent lords, may it pleafe 
▼ you, in your noble difcrction, to know 
that we have received very amicably the letters 
fent to us by the moll excellent lord Charles 
king of France, informing us that your very 
noble lordfliips are .come by his orders into thefe 
parts, to negotiate a peace between us and the 
moft noble prince my lord of Flanders and the 
country of Flanders, and that the king afore^ 
faid and his council have authority to bring it 
to a conclufion, as the citizens of Toumay, 
o dear and good friends, teftify to us by let- 
ters patent which we have feen. Now, finge 
theNkini; writes to us^ that he is much difpleafed 
that thefe difcords have fo long continued and 

. ftill 

■f . 



fiill esifl, we are mucli furprifed that he lliouUl 
treat them fo lightly, as in former times, when 
the town of Ghent had befieged that of Oude- 
narde, we, by the unanimous confi^nt of the 
three great towns of Flanders, wrote to him, 
as to our fovereign lord, to reqneft that he 
would make peace with us; but at that time he 
did not feem fo willing to do what at this mo- 
ment he is fo defirous of 

' We have alfo received letters patent to fay, 
that twice you have written to us, an^l that you 
have come twice hither commiffioned by the 
king aforefaid, as is declared in thefe letters 
patent. But it feems to us, that in our anfwers, 
which we have fent, we have clearly explained 
our intention refpecting a treaty, which is, that 
we are refolved no treaty {hall be entered into 
by us and the country of Flanders, until Ihofe 
towns and fortreffes which are fliut againft 
the towns and country of Flanders, and par- 
ticularly and exprefsly againft the good town 
of Ghent, of which we are regent, fliall be 
thrown open to the will of us the regent and 
the good town of Ghent 3 and, if this be not 
done as a preliminary, we (hall not treat in 
the manner you requeft. For it feems to us, 
that the king, according to you, means to af- 
femble a large army to aflift his coufin our lord. 
We know and feel that there are double deal- 
ings going forwards at this time, as was the cafe 
formerly. Our intention therefore is, to be on 
fure ground and prepared for our defence ;, for, 
if it fiiould fall out as we expect, he will find 
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out* army ready to defend us againft our ene- 
mies; and we hope, through God's afliftance, to 
be as fortunate as fdrmerly in gaining a victory. 
* With regard to what you fay of public ru- 
mour, that we, or fome of our cpuntrymen, 
have fought an alliance with the king of Eng- 
land, and that we are to be aided from thence ; 
it is a truth that we are fubjects of the crown of 
France, and that the king is our lord para- 
mount, to whom we are bounden in allegiance. 
This we ever have performed. And even in 
thefe laft days we fent him our letters, as to our 
fovereign lord, to entreat he would conclude a 
peace, to which he not only made no reply, but 
detained and imprifoned our meffenger. This 
feems to us a blameable conduct in'fuch a lord, 
and ftill greater in him, for we wrote to him as 
to our lord paramount, and he never conde- 
fcended to fend us any anfwer. Since therefore 
he has thus actfed, we thqught. ourfelves juftifi- 
cd infeeking advantage for the country of Flan- 
ders from whatever peifons we pleafed, which 
has been the caufe of the embafTy to England, 
but nothing hitherto has been copciuded. The 
king may not therefore be too late, provided 
rtll (ho ftrong places (hall be laid open to us. 
XfUwithftanding, we had forbidden thofe of 
I ournay, the latt time they came to our army, 
in futuiY to dare to carry any letters or verbal 
\\\oiVao\ without proper paffports ; yet letters 
;ir,^i \iu iVaoos have Kvn carried to Bruges and 
lihout; for which reafou we have imprifoned 
;lu uxxfuibiv;^. and wo will toach them not to 

carry 



carry fuch letters, that others may lake warning ' 
from their example. We know well that you are 
feeking to fow dtffenCons among us, and efpeci- 
ally againft me, Philip von Artaveld, (whom God 
guard and preferve) and that you wifh to ftir 
up treafon where attliis moment there is peace. 
We therefore warn you not to continue fuch 
practices, until the before mentioned towns be 
opened unto us, which, with God's help, they 
fliall fiiortly be, and to whofe protectidn we 
commend you. 

' Written before Oudenarde the 20th day of 
October, in the year 13S2, Philip von Artaveld 
regent of Flanders.' 

When Philip had written the above, in the 
prefence of his council, they thought it could 
not be amended, and fealed it. They then con- 
fidercd to whom they fliould give it tQ carry, '• 
Philip aiked, ' Have we no prifoners irom Ou- 
denarde r' 'Yes,' they replied, * we have a 
varlet who was taken yefterday in a ikirmifli, 
who is from Artois.' * Send for him hither,' 
On his coming, Philip faid, ' Thou art my pri- 
foner, andl may, if I choofe, put thee inftaiitly 
to death, but thou haft had a narrow efcape; fof 
lince thou art here thou (halt have thy liberty, 
on condition that thou pledge thy troth to carry 
thefe letters to Tournay, and deliver them into.' 
the hands of the ting's counfellors whom thou 
wilt find there,' 

The varlet was never fo happy in his life as 
when he was promifed his liberty, for he confi- 
,dered his death as certain, ^nd replied, ' I fwear, 
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my iord, on my troth, that I will cany them 
whitherfoever you pleafe, were it to hell.* Phi- 
lip, burfting out into laughter, faid, * Thou haft 
well fpoken.' He ordered two crowns to be 
given to him, and had him efcorted out of the 
camp, and put in the road to Tonrnay. 
, When he arrived at Teurnay they fhewed him 
the hotel of the biftiop of Laon, whither he went, 
and falling on his knees, punctually delivered 
his meflage to the biftiop. They alked him news 
of Oudenarde and of the befieging army, when 
he told them all he knew. He was invited to 
dinner, and was, during dinner-time', clofely 
queftioned by the attendants of the biftiop. The 
bifhop of Laon went away, being unwilling to 
open the letters without his companions. When 
Jthe three bifliops and the knights were aflembled 
they opened the letters, read them ^attentively, 
and confidered them maturely. They then deli- 

" vered their fentiments, faying; 'This Philip von 
Artayeld feemeth full of , pride and prefumption, 
and little loves the royal majefty of France.* 
Having confulted together, they added ; ' The 
proVofts, jurats and council of Toumay know 

' that we have fent to Philip and the towns of 
Flanders : it is juft they should learn the anfwer 
Philip has fent us.* 

They fent for the provoft, had the town-hall 
opened, and founded the bell which called the 
council together. When they were all aflem- 
bled, they read to them the letters they had re- 
ceived. The wifeft were aftonished at the pre- 
fumptuous cKpreilions they contained. It was 
'•■ refolved 
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rerolved tliat copies of thefe letters .should re- 1 
main at Touraay. The council then broke "?*,■ 
and every man returned to his home. 



CHAP. XXX. 



PHILIP VON ARTAVELD WRITES AFFECTEDLTg 
CIVIL LETTERS TO TOURNAY. — THE FHENC 
COMMISSIONERS RETURN TO THE KING. 

irjHILIP continued with the army before Ou-' 1 
-*■ denftrde, as you have before heard. He didJ J 
not repent having fent fuch harsh and pointed'j 
anfwers to the commiffioners of the king 
France, but was forryhe had not written cajol-'l 
ing letters of civility to theprovoft and jurats of* 
Tournay, pretending to shew them honour>T 
though he had very little refpect' for them ; fop j 
he was not willing to increafe the hatred and ill J 
will they bore him. 

Philip therefore wrote in manner and formal 
following: the fuperfcription was, ' To our ho-", 
nourable, wife- and good friends, the provost*') 
and jurats of "the good town of Tournay. 

' Very dear and good friendp, may it pleaf(r| 
you to know that we have received your letterSi' 
wherein mention is made of the two citizenar*] 
of your town, ill intentioned carriers of letters' i 
to Ghent and Bruges, fi^im the commiffioners 
of the king of France, wlio have been arrested 
and detained by us, and whom you entreat to 
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be fet at liberty ; by which means the love and . 
ajSection (which, through God^s* grace, fubfists' 
between us) may be continued uninterrupted be- 
tween you and the country of Flanders. ; This 
love, very dear friends, does not appear to us 
to be very great : for we have received informa- 
tion that the king of France, the dukes of Bur- 
gundy and Brittany are aflembling their forces 
to come to the affiilance of my lord, the earl, 
againft the country of Flanders, to regain that 
country, and to fight with us, notwithftanding 



the letters which they have fent us to treat of 
peace arid concord, which to us does not feem 
to be a conduct becoming fuch perfons ; and 
for which reafon we are upon our guard, and 
fhall contini*e fo henceforth day and night. 
With refpect to the prifoners, your townfmen, 
we fhall detain them until we know for a cer- 
tainty the truth of this s^flembling of forces, and 
until it fhall pleafe us to fet them at liberty. 
You know, that when your citizens were lately 
in Flanders feeking peace, it was then ordered 
that no perfon whatever fliould bring meffages 
or letters without a proper palTport. This how- 
ever is what the lords commifTioners, being 
with you, have done, in order to excite difcord 
and diffenfions in the country. We therefore 
entreat of you, dear friends, that you will not 
in future fend any of your citizens or towns- 
men to Flanders by order of thefe commifTion- 
ers. But if there fhould be any thing that we 
can do, affecting your town or its citizens, we 
will attend to it in the fame manner as we 

fhould 
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fliould wifh our affairs might be attended to by 
you, in whom we have the greateft confidence, 
fuch as good neighbours ought to have for one 
another. And it is the general intention of all 
Flanders, that merchants and merchandife pafs 
fafely from country to country, without fuffer- 
ing tlie fmalleft injury. May God take you into 
his holy keeping ! 

* Written at our army the 22d day of Octo- 
ber, in the year 1382, Pliilip von Artaveld re- 
gent of Flanders.' 

Three days after tlie firft letter had been fent 
to the comniiifioiiers from France, and while 
thefe lords were affenibled in council in the hall, 
this fecond letter was brought by a varlet from 
Dotiay, who faid, that thofe who were before 
Oudenarde had fent it to them. It was carried 
to the hall where the commiflioners were, and 
read and confidered at leifure. At length the 
commiflioners replied to thofe of Tournay, 
who requefted their advice on the occafion ; 
' Gentlemen, we would advife you not to have 
any acquaintance or dealings with the Flemings, 
for you will not be thanked for it in France. 
Neither receive nor open any letters which may 
come from them ; for, if it fhould be known in 
the king's council that you do fo, you will be 
blamed, and fuffer for it. Affairs will not long 
remain in the ftate they are now in.' Thofe of 
Tournay anfwered, ' They would follow this ad- 
vice, and, if it pleafed God, they would never 
do any thing to deferve a reprimand.' 

The French commiflioners ftaid but three 
days 
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days longer at Tournay, lyheii they fet out on 
their return to the king, whom they found at 
Peronne, and his three uncles, the dukes ot * 
Berry, Burgundy and Bourbon with him. 



CHAP. XXXI. 



KING CHARLES, AFTER HEARING THE REPORT 
OF HIS COMMISSIONERS, AT THE INSTIGA- 
TION OF THE EARL OF FLANDERS WHO WAS 
PRESENT, ASSEMBLES HIS ARMY IN ARTOIS, 
AGAINST THE FLEMINGS. — PHIJLIP VON AR- 
TAVELD GUARDS THE PASSES INTO FLAN- 
DERS. ,v ' 

THE day b^re the return of the commis- 
fioner, the earl of Flanders arrived at Pe- 
ronne, to lay his affairs before the king 2nd coun- 
cil, and to do homage for the county of Xrtois, 
which he was bounden to do and had not perform- 
ed fince the deceafe of his mother, who had died 
this year. On the arrival of the comfniffioners, 
the council was aflembled in the prefence of the 
young king, when the letters before mentioned 
were read; that of Philip to them, and the one 
he had fent to Tournay. They confidered them 
in an unfavourable light, and declared that fuch 
pride and prefumption in Flinders ought not to 
be fuffered. 

The earl of Flanders was not, as may be fli|)- 
pofed, difpleafed on hearing this : he therefore 
laid his grievances before the king stid council 
tieryy opportunely, when they were heard and 

attended 
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attended to with pleafure. The king was advil- J 
td to make the following anfwer : • Earl of Flan- j 
ders, you will return to Artois ; and in a fliorfi' I 
time We will ourfelf be at Arras, where you will j 
perform your duty in the prefence of the peers- 1 
of France. I cainiot better iliew you that I I 
make the quarrel my own, than by my inten- I 
tion to march againll our enemies.' I 

The earl was fatisfied with this anfwer. Three 1 
days afterwards, he left Peronne, and, return- -J 
ing towards Artois, came to lledin. But the I 
king of France, like one who was defirous of '■ 
marching to Flanders to abafe the pride of the 'J 
Flemings, as his predecefibrs had formerly I 
done, fet his fecretaries at work, and feat hi»- 1 
letters and fummons by meflengers to all parts m 
of his kingdom, ordering every one to hafiea m 
to Arras without delay, accoutred each, accord- 1 
ing to his rank, in the beft manner he was able;^ I 
for, if it were God's pleafure, he was determin- I 
ed to fight the Flemings in their own country. | 

No lord of his realm difobeyed, but all fent J 
orders to their vaffals, and marched from tho^B 
moll djfiant countries, fuch as Auvergne, Rou-,1 
ergue, Touloufain, Gafcony, Poitou, Limoufio,^ 
Saintonge and Brittany : others came from the g 
Bourbonois, Forets, Burgundy, Dauphin^, Sa-^ 
voy, Bar and Lorraine, and from all parts oi,M 
France and its dependencies, to Arras. I 

The alfemblage of fuch numbers of men at; j 
arms was a wonderful beautiful fight. The earl of 
Flanders refided at Heden, and heard daily from 
the king of France and the duke of Burgundy 

(A 
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of the great levies which were making, and in 
confequence iffued a proclamation througliout 
Artois, forbidding any one, under pain of lofing 
^is life and fortune, to withdraw any ^ thing 
whatever from houfe, fortrefs or town; for he 
was defirous that the men at arms who were 
marching to Artois (hould have the advantage 
of being ferved with whatever was in the low 



countries. 



The king of France cAme into Artois, where 
he remained. Men at arms came to him from 
all quarters, and fo handfomely equiopfcd it was 
a fine fight to fee : they quartered themfelves 
as they arrived in the plains, and found all the 
barjis quite full and well furniftied. 

The earl of Flanders came to Arras, which 
greatly pleafed the king and his lords : he per- 
formed his homage in the prefence of thofe 
peers who were there, for the county of Artois, 
and the king accepted him as his vafTal. His 
miajefty then addreffed him, faying, — ' Fair cou- 
fin, if it pleafe God and St. Denis, we will re- 
ftore you to your inheritance of Flanders, and 
will abate the pride of Philip von Artaveld and 
the Flemings fo effectually that they (hall never 
again have it in their power to rebel.* 

* My lord,' replied the earl, ' I have fiill con- 
fidence in it ; and you will acquire fuch honour 
and glory that as long as the world lafts you will 
be praifed, for certainly the pride of the Flemr 
ings is very great.' 

''*fi|lip, whilft at the fiege of Oudenarde, wai 
«ed of every thing, and that the king of 

France 
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France was marching a large army againft hiiii, 
tlmugh he pretended not to believe it, and faid 
to his people, — ' By wliat means does this yonng, 
king think to enter Flanders? He is as yet too 
young by a year to imagine he can frighten iis 
by his affembling an army. I will have the 
entrances fo well guarded that it fhall not be in 
their power for this year to crofs the river Lis.' 

He fent to Client for the lord de Harzelles; 
On his arrival, he faid to htm, — ' Lord de Har- 
zelles, you liear how the king of France is mak- 
ing preparations to deftroy us. We muft have ' 
a council on this fubject. You fliall remain 
here, and I will go to Bruges to learn furer i 
teltigence, and to encourage the citizens of the 
principal towns. I will alfo eftablifli fuch gar* - 
rifons on the river Lis, and at the chief paffes 
that the French fhall not be able to advance 
through them.' 

The lord de Harzelles having affented to this, 
Philip left the liege, and took the road towards 
Bruges. He travelled like a lord, having his- 
displayed pennon borne before him, blazened- 
with his arms : which were three hats argent otr 
a field fable. On his arrival at Bruges, he fountJ^ ;J 
Peter dn Bois and Peter le Nuitre, the governors- J 
of Bruges; and having informed them, that the ' 
king of France was marching toward Flanderi' 
with a large army, and that it was neceflary to 
provide a remedy by guarding the pafles, he 
added, — ' You, Peter du Bois, muft go to the 
pafs of Commines, to guard the river -, and you, 
Peter le Nuitre, will defend the bridge of War- 
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neton: you will break down all the bridges 
on the river as far as la Gerge, Haifelles, 
Meureville and Courtray, by which means the 
French will not be Me to pafs. I will myfelf 
go to Ypres, to encourage them, and to remon- 
ftrate with them, that as we are all united in 
one common caufe, none fliould fail or hefitate 
to perform what we have fworn to do. It is not 
in the power of the king of France, nor thefe 
Frenchmen, to cr,ofs the river Lis and enter 
Flanders provided the paffes be well guarded, 
for they muft follow the courfe of the river to 
feek for a paffage/ 

The two Peters replied, ' Philip, you fpeak 
well, and we will obey what you have ordered. 
But have you had any news from our people in 
England?' * No, by my troth,' faid Philip, 
* which I much wonder at. The parliament is 
fitting at London, and very fhortly we muft re- 
ceive intelligence from them. The king of 
France cannot make fuch hafte, but we (hall 
have received fuccours from England, before 
they can do us much harm. I hope the king of 
England has ifTued his fummons, and that the 
Englifh will arrive here fome night before we are 
aware.' 

Thus did thefe companions difcourfe together, 
who held all Flanders under their obedience, 
except Dendremonde and Oudenarde. 



CHAP. 



CHAP. XXXII. 

SEVERAL KNIGHTS OF THE PARTY OF THE EARL 
OF FLANDERS, HAVING PASSED PONT-AMENIN, 
ARE DF.FEATED AND KllXED ON THEIR AT- 
TEMPT TO REPASS IT, THE FLEMINGS ILWING ' 
BROKEN DOWN THE BRIDGE. — PHILIP, HEAR- 
ING THIS NEWS WHEN AT YPRES, MAKES USE 
OF IT TO ENCOURAGE THE INHABITANTS. 



WHILST theie preparations were going for- 
ward, and during the refidence of the 
king of France at Arras, great bodies of men at 
arms were aflcuibling in tlie Tournefis, Artois, 
and caftiewick of Lille and its neighljourhood. 
Some knights and fquires, who refided at Lille 
and thereabout, refolved to perform feats of 
arms that fliould gain them renown, chiefly 
through the exhortations of the Hafe de Flan- . 
dres. 

They collected about fix fcore knights andj 
fquires, and crofl'ed the river Lis at Pont-Ame- i 
nin, which was not then broken down, two 
leagues from Lille. They rode for the town of 
Harle, which they furprifed; and, after flaying i 
many in the town and environs, they drove the 
remainder out of the town. Their cries were 
heard in the neighbouring villages; the inhabi- 
tants of which founded their alarm bells, and 'i 
marched towards Harle and Pont-Amenin, 
whence thu cries fecmed to come. 

Vol. VI. M "^Vc-a 
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Wh^n the Hafe, fir John Jum©nt, the cott- 
ftable cle Vuillon, fir Henry Duffle, and the 
other knights and fquires, had fufficiently 
alarmed the country, they thought it was time 
for them to retreat, and fet out on their return, 
intending to repafs the bridge, but they found 
it ftron^ly occupied by Flemings, who were bu- 
fily employed in deftroj'ing it ; and, when they 
had broken down any paLrts, they covered them 
with ftraw, that the mifchief might not be per- 
ceived. 

The knights and fquires at this moment ar- 
rived, mounted on the beft of horfes, and found 
upwards of two thoufand peafants drawn u{> m 
a body without the town, prepared to advance 
upon them. The gentlemen, on feeing this, 
formed, and having fixed their lances on their 
refts, thofe beft mounted inftantly charged this 
body of peafants, with loud {bouts'. The Flem- 
, ings opened their ranks through fear, but others 
fay through malice; for they- well knew the 
bridge would not bear them ; and they faid 
^Among themfelves, * Let us make way for them, 
and we fhall foon fee fine fport.* 

The Hafe de Flandres, and his companions, 
defirous to get away, for any further ftay would 
be againft them, galloped for thfe bridge, which 
was how too weak to bear any great weight : 
however the Hafe, and fome others, had the 
courage and good luck to pafs over: they 
might be about thirty: but, as others we^e fol- 
lowing, the bridge broke rlown uiidct them, 
frtfi^ ahd fidbrs were overthrown, and .both 
ed together. ■ " •■ ' 
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Thofe behind, feeing this misfortune, were 
thundei'ftruck, and knew not whither to fly to 
fave themfelves. Some leaped inte the river, in- 
tending to fwini, but they were not able thus 
to efcape. The river was deep, and the banks 
fo high and fteep that the horfes could not land. 
Great daughter enfued; for the Flemings f^ 
upon them and killed them eafdy, and without 
pity. They made I'everal leap into the watef, 
and they were drowned. 

Sir John de Jumont narrowly efcaped, for 
the bridge broke imder him, but, by great 
agility of body, lie faved bimfelf : he was, how-* 
ever, badly wounded on the head and body by- 
arrows, and it was fix weeks before he recover- 
ed. At this unfortunate action were killed, the 
conftables de Vuillon, de Bouchars, de St. 
Hilaire, and more drowned: fir Henry Duffle 
was flain. Including drowned and killed, there 
were upwards of fixty ; and very fortunate 
were thofe who efcaped. Great numbers re- 
turned wounded from this enterprife. 

News was carried to the lords of France at 
Arras, of their countrymen having lost flii 
day ; and that the Hafe de Flandres had ci 
ducted this foolifli expedition. He was pitii 
by fome, but by others not. Thofe who had 
been most accusl^omed to arms faiti, they htA 
acted ill, to crofs a river that was not fordable,, 
attack a large town and enter an enemy's coun- 
try, and return the way they had come, with- 
«ut having established guards on the bridge. 
M3 It 
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It was not an enterprife planned by prudent 
men at arms, who were defirous of fuccefs; 
but, fince they planned their enterprife with fo 
much ftlf-fufficiency, they had fuffered from 
the confequence. 

This affair paffed off, and Was foon forgotten. 
PJiilip departed from Bruges and came to Ypres, 
where he was most joyfully received. Peter du 
Bois went to Commines, where all the inhabi- 
tants of the fiat country were affembled, and 
instantly began his preparations for defence, 
loofeniug the planks of the bridge, fo that, if 
there fliould be occafion, it could immediately 
be pulled down : but he was unwilling totally 
to destroy the bridge, lest the inhabitants of 
the adjacent flat country might fuffer, wIk) 
daily croffed it with their cattle in droves, fo 
place thorn in greater fecurity on that fide of 
the Lis. The Mhole country was fo much co- 
vered with them it was marvellous to fee. ' 

The day Pliilip von Artaveld came to Ypres, 
news arrived of the defeat of the French at 
Pont-Amenin, and that the Hafe had been 
nearly taken. Philip was mightily rejoiced at 
trhis, and faid with a fmile, to encourage thofe 
near, — ^ By the grace of God, and the just 
caufo we aie engaged in, it will all end fo; and 
never shall this king, if he should be fo foolifbly 
advifcfl to crofs the Lis, return again to France.' 

Philip was five days in Ypres, and harangued 
the people in the open market-place, to en- 
coUvfage them and to keep them fteady to their 

engagements, 
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engagements, telling them that the king of ■ 
France was coming to dertroy thc-m without m 
the leaft fbadow of right. ' Good people,' faid I 
PhiHp, 'do not he alarmed if he iTiould march I 
againft us ; for he will never be able to crofs the ■% 
. river Lis, ai I have had all the pafles well I 
guarded, and have ordered Peter du Bois to M 
Coramines with a large hody of men: he is a fl 
loyal man, and one who loves the honour of-fl 
Flanders ; and Peter le Nuitre I have font to I 
Wameton; all the other bridges on tlie Lis are I 
broken down, and there is neither pafs nor ford' I 
which they can crofs but at thcfe tvn to ^ns. X. ■ 
have alfo heard from our friends whom we fent J 
to England, In a fliort time we fliall receive ■ 
confiderable fuccours from thence, as we havev 
made a ftrong alliance with them. Keep up, W 
therefore, vahantly your hopes, for our honour I 
fliall be unfullied; and obferve punctually wluit ■ 
you have promifed and fworn to us iu the goo<J I 
town of Ghent, which has had fueh trouble and I 
difficulty to maintain the rights and franchifes 1 
of Flaiiders. Now, let all ihofe wlio are de-jB 
termined to remain fteady tp ihecaufe, accord- ■ 
ing to the oath they took, gallantly lift up their ■ 
hands to heaven as a token of loyalty.' •! 

At thefe words all who were in the market- J 
place, and who had heard the fpeech, held up 1 
their liands as a fign of their loyalty. After J 
this Philip defcended from the fcaflbid on which _ 
he had harangued, and returned to his hoiifi-, 
where he remained the whole day. On the 
morrow he and his attendants mounled their 
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horfes and went towards Oudeixarde, where the 
fiege was ftill going on^ notwithfianding the 
news of the French ; but on paffing through 
Courtray he refted two days. 



CHAP. XXXIII. 



THE ORDER OF THE FRENCH ARMY IN ITS 
MARCH TO FLANDERS, AFTER THEY HAD 
HEARD THE BRIDGES WERE BROKEN AND 
GUARDED. 

WE will for a while leave Philip von Arta-: 
veld, and fpeak of the young king of 
France who refided at Arras, and who, as he 
(hewed, had a great defire to enter Flanders, to' 
lower the pride of the Flemings ; and \xas daily 
increafing his army, by the arrival of men at 
arms from all quarters. After the king had tar- 
ried eight days . at Arras, he went to Lens, in 
Artois*, where he ftaid two days. On the 
third day of November he departed and came 
to Seclin f , where he halted. A council was 
held, in the prefence of the conftable of France, 
the marfhals of France, Burgundy and Flanders, 
to confider how they ihould proceed; for the 
common report in the army was the impoffibi- 
lity to enter Flanders in cafe the paffes of the 
river fhould be ftrongly guarded. It rained, be- 

■ ■ ■ —^1— m I I I > I I 1 1 I. I I ■ 

* Lens, a town in Artois on the Souchets, four leagues 
from Bethune. 
f Seclin, an ancient town in Flanders, near lalle. 

Cidfs 
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fides, at this time continually, and was fo ex- 
ceedingly cold that they could not advance. 
Some of the wifeft faid it was wrong to under- 
take fuch an expedition at this feafon of the 
year, and to bring the king fo far into fuch a 
country. They ought not to have united before 
the fummer to carry tlie war into Flanders, for 
the king had never been fo far in his life. 

This river Lis is fo difficult to crofs, that> 
except at certain places, it cannot be paflefl. 
There are no fords, and the country it runs 
through is fo very marfliy, liorfes cannot apj . 
proach it. The conftable, on hearing this 
afked, • Where does it rife?' He was anfwer- 
ed, that it came from near Aire and St. Omer, 
' Since it has a fpring,' replied the conftablej' 
' we win eafily pafs it. Order our men to 
march towards St. Omer, where we can croft 
this river at our eafe, and enter Flanders. Tiiefe 
Flemings are fo proud and felf-fufficient they 
will march to attack iis, either before Ypres or 
at fome other place.' 

The marflials agreed to thepropofition of the 
conrtable, and every thing remained in this 
Itate the whole day and night, when, on the' 
mon"ow, the lord d'Albreth, the lord de Coney,' 
fir Aimemon de Pommiers, fir John de Vienne 
admiral of France, fir William de Poitiers, the 
baftard de Laiigres, the b^gue de Villaines, fir 
Raoul de Coticy, the count de Converfant, the 
vifcount d'Acy, fir Raoul de Rainevpl, the lord 
de St. Juft, fir Arthur de Hedin, fir Anthony 
d'Archiea, the lord de Saimpi, fir William des 
Bourdes. 
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Bourdes, the lord de Longueville, the lord de 
Sulli, fir Triftan de FEftouet, fir Oliver du. 
Guefclin, fir Maurice du Trefiquidy, fir Guy 
le Baveux, fir Lucas de TEftrughen, fir Nicho- 
las Pamel, the two marfhals of France, fir 
Louis de Sgincerre, and fir Louis de Bilainville, 
the marfhals of Burgundy and Flanders, fir En- 
guerrant de Haluyn, entered the chamber of 
the confl;able, to receive orders, how, and in 
what direction, they^ were to advance : whether 
they fliould march through Lille to Commines 
and Warneton, where the paflfes were guarded, 
or make for the upper countries of Venoye and 
St. Venant*, and there crofs the Lis. There 
\vere many debates among 4hefe lords on this 
fubject : and thofe who knew the country faid ; 
' Certainly, at fuch a feafon as this, it will not 
be right to advance into that country, neither 
J . can we go into the territories of Caflel, Surnes, 
or Verthes.' * And what road fliall we then 
take?' cried the confl:able. Upon which, the 
lord de Coucy faid, * I would propofe that we 
march to Tournay and there crofs the Scheld, 
and take the road towards Oudenarde. This 
road is very eafy, and we fliall engage with our 
enemies. After pafling the Scheld we fliall not 
have any thing to stop us before Tournay. We 
may thus arrive before Oudenarde, and punifli 
Philip von Artaveld. We can have daily re- 
frefliments of provifion come to us from Hai- 
nault, and follow us down the river from Tour- 



* A Jown in Artois on the Lis, four leagues fromBethune. 
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nay.* This fpeech of the lord de Coucy was 
well attended to, and fupported by feveral for 
fome time : but the constc^ble and marflials were 
more inclined to follow the courfe of the Lis, 
to feek a (horter paffage, than to march to the 
right or left, by a longer road ; and they urged 
strong reafons for it, faying, ^ If we look for 
any other road but the straight one, we do not 
fhew burfelves good, men at arms, at least it is 
our duty to examine if we cannot crofs the 
river above or below this pafs at Commines, 
which is guarded. Befides, if we retreat, our 
enemies will rejoice and be encouraged : their 
forces will encreafe, and they will fay that we 
fly from them. There is alfo another point 
which ought to be cbrifidered: we are ignorant 
what has been the fuccefs of the ambaifadors 
they fent to England ; for,^ if, by any treaty 
affistance flioujid come to them from that quar- 
ter, they will give us much trouble. It is/ 
therefore better that we get rid of this bufinefs 
in Flanders as fpeedily as poflible, than be thus 
long in determining upon it. I^tus instantly, 
and with courage, march towards Commines, 
and God will affistxis. We have fo often crofTed 
and recroffed' larger rivers than this Lis, that it 
cannot long prevent us from paffing it. Hap- 
pen what maj'*, when, we are on its banks we 
can then form our opinions ; and when thofe of 
our company in the van-guard (v\ ho have for 
thefe twenty or thirty yearrs fecn many more 
dangerous pafles than this) have crolled this 
river, and gained the other fide, our enemies 
will be a hundred times more frightened itiSiXv 
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if we had marched at our eafe, ifeeking a paf- 
fage on the right or left, out of our direct road : 
we may then confider ourfelves as lords of 
Handers/ 

This plan was unanimoufly adopted. During 
the time thefe lords were affembled, they con- 
fidered how they should form their battalions ; 
and felected thofe who were to march on foot 
with the constable in the van-guard, in order to 
clear the roads for the army to pafs and march 
in a line, and to act as fcouts to obferve and 
find out their enemies. They alfo chofe thofe 
who were to be in the king's battalion, regu- 
lated the arms with which they should ferve, 
and appointed proper perfons to carry the ori- 
flamme of France and to guard it ; and likewife 
determined of what numbers the wings were to 
be compofed, and how many were to be in the 
rear-guard. All thefe things they debated and 
arranged. 

When thefe points had been fettled, and they 
could not think of any thing more that was ne- 
ceffary to be done, the council broke up, and 
every one retired to his lodgings. Thofe lords 
and barons who had not been prefent were in- 
formed of the regulations, and the manner in 
which they were to act from henceforward. 

It was this day ordered that the king should 
on the morrow diflodge from Seclin, march 
through Lille without halting, and take up his 
quarters at Margnette TAbbaye; and that the 
van-guard should pafs on to Commines and 
Warneton, and do the most they could in the 
comfe of the day. 

This 




This being fettled, the master of the crofs- 
bows, m conjunction with the constable a,ml 
marshals, unantmoufly appointed iir Joile de 
Halnyn and the lord de llambures to the 
command of the infantry, who were to clear 
the roads by cutting down hedges and forests, 
filling up vailics and every thing elfe that might 
beneceflary: their numbers amounted to feven- 
teen hundred and fixty. 

In the van-guard were the marshals of Flan- 
ders, France and Burgundy, who had under 
their command feventeen hundred men at arms 
and feven hundred crofs-bows, behdes four 
thoufand infantry whom the earl had given t9 
them, armed with large shields and other wea- 
pons. It was alfo ordered that the carl of Flan- 
ders, and his battalion, confisting of about fix- 
teen hundred men at arms, knights, fquires and 
infantry, should march on the wings of the van- 
guard to reinforce it, should it be necefiary. 
It was likewife ordered that the king's bat- 
talion should march between the van-guard 
and the battalion of the carl of Flanders, 
and that the king's three uncles, IJerry, Bur- 
gundy and Bourbon fliould be in it, and alfo 
the count de la Marche, fir James de Bonr- i 
bon, his brothers, the count de Clermont, the I 
dauphin d'Auvergne, the count de Dampniar- 1 
tin, the count de Sancerre, fir John de Bou- 
logne, to the amount of fix thoufand men at i 
arms, two thoufand Genoefe crofs-bows aud 
others. , j 

The rear-guard was to confift of two thoufand ] 
men at arms and two hundred a':cV\ew, VVvt ' 
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commanders of which were the lord John 
d'Artois count d'Eu, the lord Guy count de 
Blois, fir Waleran count de St. Pol, fir William 
count de Harcourt, the lord de Ch&tillon and 
the lord de Sere, - ^ 

Sir Peter de Villiers was appointed to bear the 
oriflamme, attended by four knights, whofe 
names were fir Robert le Baveux, fir Morice de 
Sancourt, fir Guy de Trefiquidi and Brandon de 
la Heufe : le borgne, de Ruet and le borgne de 
Montdoulcet were named to guard the banner. 

It is proper to be known, that the lords who 
had planned this expedition had determined they 
would never return to France until they had en- 
gaged Philip von Artaveld and his forces, and it 
was for this reafon they had drawn up their bat- 
talions as ready for the combat on the morrow. 

The lords d'Albreth, de Coucy, and fir Hugh 
de Hanlon were ordered to form the battalions 
and place them in array. Sir William de Bannes 
and the lord de Champreny were appointed 
marflials to attend to the quarters of the king* • 
and his battalion. 

It was alfo ordered, that on the day of battle, 
no one but the king and eight valiant men ap- ' 
pointed to attend his perfon fhould be on horfc- 
back. The names of thefe eight men were as 
follows: the lord ^e Raineval, le begue de Vil- 
laines, fir Aymemon de Ponlmiers, fir Enguer- 
rant de Hakiyn, the vifcount d'Acy, fir Guy le 
Baveux, fir Nicholas de Pennel and fir William 
des Bourdes. The lord de Raineval and fir En- 
guerrant de Haluyn were to take pofl; in front of 
^.king: le begue de Villaines and the vifcount 

^ \ 
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d'Acy (who is called in fevera! places hereafter 
the vifcount d'Aunoy) were to place themfelves 
on each fide; and fir Aymemon de Pommiers, 
fir Nicholas de Penne), fir Guy le Baveux and fir 
Wililam des Bourdes were to take poll in the rear. 

It was likewife ordered, that on the day of ' 
battle, fir Oliver de CliiTon, conftable of France, 
and fir William de Poitiers, baftard de LangreSj-t^ 
Ihould advance on horfeback, to reconnoitre and'1 
obferve the appearance of the enemy. 



CHAP. XXXIV. 

SOME FF.W OF THE FRENCH, NOT BEING ABLE 1 
CROSS THE LIS AT THE BRIDGE OF C0MMINE8, 
FIND MEANS OF DOING SO, BY BOATS AND.T 
OTHER CRAFT, UNKNOWN TO THE FLEMINGS. 

THE orders above mentioned were punctu- 
ally obeyed; and the van-guard dillodged d 
on the morrow, marching in order of battle to-d 
wards Commines. They found the roads wellj 
made, for the lord de Franfures * and fir JoiK 
de Haluyn had paid great attention to thcmiv 
this was on the Monday. 

When the conftable and marflials of Frauce,^ 
with the van-guard, arrived at the bridge ofiS 
Commines, tiiey were forced to halt; for it was 
fo completely deftroycd that it was not in the* 
power of man to repair it, if any oppoGtion I 

*[ Franfureg. He before calls him Rambiires. 
Til ^tiWJNSI 
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ihoiild be made when they Were attemptiug it, 
as the Flemings were in great force on the op- 
pofite fide of the river, and ready to defend the 
pafs againft all who might wiih to attack them: 
they were upwards of nine thoufand, under the 
command of Peter du Bois and others, who 
ihewed good inclinations to repulfe any attempt. 

Peler du Bois had placed himfelf on the 
caufeway, at the end of the bridge, with a bat- 
tle-axe in his hand; and the Flemings were 
drawn up on each fide. 

The conftable of France and the lords with 
him, having confidered thie fituation, thought 
it impoflible to pafs the river at that place unlefs 
t^e bridge were rebuilt ; they ordered their fer- 
vants to follow the ciourfe of the river, and ex- 
amine its banks for about a league up and 
down. When they returned, they informed 
their mafters, who were waiting for them, that 
they had not been able to find any place where 
the cavalry could pafs 

Upon hearing this, the conftable was much 
vexed and faid, — * We have been badly advifed 
to take this road : better would it have been for 
us to have gone to St. Omer than remain in this 
danger, or to have crofled the Scheld at Tour- 
nay, as the lord de Coucy advifed, and to have 
marched ftraight to Oudenarde and fought our 
enemies, fince it is both our duty and inclina- 
tion to combat them ; and they are fo prefump- 
tuous they would have waited for us at their 
>^fi4^e.' — ^Tlie lord Louis de Sancerre then faid, 
-* I am of opinion that we fix our quarters 

» . ' here 
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here for this day, and lodge our army, fhould it ^| 
arrive, as well as we are able ; and that we lend H 
to Lille to feek for boats and hurdles, that may 'S 
come down the river, with which to-morrow H 
we can throw a bridge from thefe fine meads V 
aud crofs over; for we have no other alterna-^ S 
tiye.' H 

Upon this, fir Joffe de Haluyn faid, — ' My vfl 
lord, we have been informed that there will b^ fl 
great difficulties between this and Lille ; for the ' H 
river Menyn, on which all boats muft pafs to fl 
come hither, has been obftriicted by large 'B 
beams thrown acrofs it by the Flemings wh^ ■ 
are in thofe parts : they have befides totally de*- H 
ftroyed the bridge, and we learii it is impoffi- fl 
ble for any veffels or boats to pafs.' , ^| 

' I know not then,' added the conilable, ' wh[U;:,fl 
we can now do. It will be better for us to take'^| 
the road to Aire, and crofs the Lis at that places ^| 
fmce we are unable to dofo here.' , H 

During the time the conftable and marfh^^| 
of France and Burgundy were in liiis dilemma^B 
at the bridge of Coramines, feveral knights and 
fquires filently withdrew, with the intent to 
hazard fome gallant deeds of arms and attempt 
to crofs the river, whatever it might coil them. 
They meant likewife to combat the Flemings in 
their entrenchments and open a paflage, as I 
shall now relate. . ^| 

While the van-guard was on its march frons \ 
Lille to Commines, the lord de St. Py, and 
fome other knights from Ilainault, Flanders, 
Artois, and <fveu France, had held a council 
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without the knowledge of the conftabl^ or-mar* 
shals. They faid ; ' We will procure two or 
three boats, which we will launch into the river 
Lis, at a (heltered place beloiv Commines, and 
will fix pofts on each fide of the river wbere it is 
not wide, to faften cords to. We shall by this 
means foon convey over a large body of men, 
and by marching on the rear of our enemies M^e 
may attack them, and, if victorious, we shall 
gain the reputation of valiant men at arms.' 
After they hadthiis determined in council, the 
lord de St. Py exerted himfelf fo much that he 
procured from Lille a boat and cords, with every 
other necefTary article. On the other hand, fir 
Herbeaux de Belleperche and fir John de Roye, 
who were companions in this expedition, had 
alfo caufed a boat to be brought. Sir Henry de 
Manny, fir John de Malatrait and fir John 
Chauderon, Bretons, who had been of this 
council, had likew^ife provided one, and fol- 
lowed the preceding companies. 

The lord de St. Py was the firft who arrived at 
the river with his boat, cords and faftenings. 
They fixed a ftrong fiake to which they tied the 
cord : three varlets then crofled over, and the 
boat, with the cords, being launched, they fixed 
on the oppofite fide another strong post, to 
which they fastened the other end of the cord : 
and, this being done, they returned with the 
boat to their master. 

It happened that the constable and marshals of 

« were at that time at the bridge of Com- 

^)ndering how they could difcover a paf- 

fage. 
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Tage. They were then ii^formed of the inten-. 
tions of the lord deSt.Py and the other knights^ 
Upon which the coriftable, addreffing himfelf to 
the lord Louis de S^ncerre, faid^ * Marlhal, go 
and fee what they are doing, And if it be poffi- 
ble to crofs the river in the manner they pro- 
pofe^add fome of our men to theirs.' 

Juft as thefe knights were prepariog tq em- 
bark, the niarflial of France came thither, at-? . 
tended by a large company of knights and fquires. 
They made way for him, as was riglit. He flop- 
ped on the bank, and with pleafure faw the zx^ 
rangemerit of the boats. The lord de St. Py^^ 
addreffing him, faid, * My lord, is it agreeable tp 
you that we ftiould crofs here?' •! am very well: 
pleafed with it,' replied the marfhal ; ' but you 
are running great rilks ; for if our enemies, who 
are at Com mines, fhould know y.our intentions, 
they would do you great mifchief.' 

' My lord, aufwered the lord de Saint Py, ' no- 
thing venture, nothing win: in the n?ime of God 
and St. George, we will crofs over, and, before 
to-morrow evening, will fall fuddenly on our, ene- 
mies and attack them,' 

The lord de Saint Py then placed his pennon 
in the boat, and was the firft who ftepped into 
it : he was followed by nine others, who were 
as many as the boat could hoki ; and inftantly, 
by means of the cord they held, crofled over. 
When difeipbarked , in order to prevent them- 
felves from being difcovered, they entered a 
fmall alder grove, where they lay hidden. 

Vol. VI. N Thof« 
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Thole on the bank, by means of the cord 
drew the boat back. The count de Converfant^ 
lord d'Anghien^ embarked with his banneft with 
the lord de Vertain his brother, andfeven others. 
Thefe nine then pafled^ and the third time others 
followed them. 

The two other boats now arrived that belong-^ 
ed to fir Herbaut'de Belteperche, fir John de 
Roye and the Bretons, which were launched io 
the fame manner the firft bad been. Thefe 
knights then crofled^ and none but determined 
men at arms did the fame. It was a pteafure to 
fee with what eagernefs they embarked : at times, 
a ^at crowd was pufhing who 0iould crofsfirft, 
fo that if the ,mat(h^ of France had not been 
there, who kept them in proper order, accidents 
would have happened from their overloading the 
boats. 

News was brought to the conftable and the 
lords of France at the bridge of Commines^ how 
their people were crofling the river, when he 
faid to the lenifchal de Rieux, * Go and examine 
this paflage,. I beg. of you, and fee if our people 
be passing as they tell us.' The lord de Rieux 
was never happier than when he had this com- 
mission, and, clapping fpurs to his horfe, batt- 
ened thither with liis whole company, to the 
amount.of full forty men at arms. 

When he arrived at the paflage where one hun- 
dred and fifty of his countrymen had already 
crofled, he immediately difmounted, and faid he 
iroujbcl alfopals the river The marflial of France 

wQuld 




Would not vefufehim; and intelligence wasfentto 
the conftable, that his coufin the lord de Rieux 
had crofled. The conftable mufed a little, and. 
thenfaid; * Make the crofs-bows ftioot, and (kir- 
milh with the Flemings who are on the other fide 
of the bridge, to occupy their attention, and 
prevent them from obferving our people; for, if 
they Ihould have anynotionwhat they are about, 
they will fall upon them, deftroy the parage, 
and kill alt thofe who have crossed : and I would 
much rather die than that Ihould happen.' 

Upon this, the crofs-bows and infantry ad- , 
vanced. There were among them fome who flung 
hand-grenades,* which burfting, caft out bolts 
of iron beyond the bridge, even as far as the town 
of Commines. The skirmifli now began to be 
very fharp, and the van-guard, by their move- 
ments, feemed determined to crofs the bridge if 
they could. The Flemings, being fhielded up 
to their nofes, made a good appearance, and de- 
fended themfelves well. Thus passed this day, 
which was a Monday, in skirmilhing; and it was 
£bon dark, for at that feafon the days are very 
fliort. The boats, however, continued to carry 
over men at arms in great numbers, who on 
their landing, hid themfelves in the alder wood, 
waiting for more. 

You may eafily guefs what perils they were 
in; for, had thofe in Commines gained the leaft - 



* I call bombarcles band -grenades : to my mind, it ex- 

plaini this palTage more eafily, Lord&men totally omita it. 

N 9 intelligenc* 
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intelligence of them, they muft have had thenji. 
at their mercy, and conquered the greater part^ 
belides taking the boats; but God favoured the 
other party, and confented that the pride of the 
Flemings fliould be humbled. 



CHAP. XXXV. 



A SMALL BODY OF FRENCH, HAVING CROSSED 
THE LIS, DRAW UP IN BATTLE ARRAY BEFOR 

THE FLEMINGS. 

/ ... • 

1 MAINTAIN, that all men of underftand- 
ing muft hold this enterprife of the boats, and 
passage of men at arms, as a deed of fuperior 
valour and enterprife. Towards evening, the 
knights and fquires of the van-guard were eager 
to crofe with their companions ; and the lord de 
Laval, the vifcount de Rohan, the lord de la 
Belliere, the lord de Combort, fir Oliver du 
Guefclih, le Barrois des Barries, the lord de Col- 
let, fir Reginald de Thouars, the lord de Pou- 
fanges, fir William de Lignac, fir Walter de 
Passat, le fire de Thouars, fir Louis de Confalile, 
fir Triflian de la Jaille, the vifcount de Meaux, 
the lord de Mailly, passed over, and Bretons,^ 
Flemings, Poitevins, French, Berruyers, Bur- 
gundians, Artoifmen, Troyens and Hainault- 
ers in numbers, fo that late in this Monday even-, 
ing there were, on the Flanders fide of the river, 
about four hundred men at arms, all the flower ! 

* of 
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of knighthood : for no varlet was fiiflered W ] 
crofs. t 

The lord Louis de Sancerre, feeing fo many 
gallant men (fixteen banners and thirty pennons,) 
faid, he fliould think hirafelf to blame, if he re- 
mained behind. He then entered the boats, with _ 
his knights andfqilires; andthelordde Hangelti J 
&c. crossed at the fame time. 1 

When they were all assembled, they faid, ' W i 
is time to march towards Commines, to look at 
our enemies, and fee if we cannot make our 
quarters good in the town,' 

Upon this, they tightened their arms, buckled 
their helmets ou their heads in a proper manner, 
and, advancing through the marlhes which ar^ I 
contiguous to the river, marched in order o£| 
battle, with banners and pennons difplayed, a^ * 
if they were immediately to engage. The lord ^ 
de Saint Py was the principal conductor and 
commander in chief, becaufe he krtew the coun-' 
try better than any of the others. 

As they were thus marching in clofe order, in ^ 
their way towards the town, Peter du Bois and 
the Flemings were drawn up on the caufeway;' 
when, carting their eyes towards the meads, 
faw this body of men at arras approaching. They- 
were exceedingly aftoniflied, and demandi 
from Peter du Bois, ' By what devil of a road'l 
have thefe men at arms come? and how have' [ 
they crossed the Lis ?' He replied, — ' They muflr j 
havecroffed in boats, and we have known nothing'-j 
of the matter; for there is neither bridge nor.* '^ 
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paffable ford over the lis between this and 
Courtray.' 

•What fliall we do ?' feid fomeof them to Pe- 
ter du'Bois: 'shall we offer them battle?' ^By 
no means/ replied Peter : ' let them advance : 
but we will remain in our ftrength and in our^ 
place ; we are on high ground, and they on low, 
ifo that we have great advantage over them ; and, 
if we defcend to meet them in the plain, we 
shall lofe it. Let us wait until the night become 
more obfcure, and then we will confider how 
we had beft act. They are not of force fuffici-. 
ent to withftand us in battle ; and befides, we 
%re acquainted with all the roads of the country 
of which they mull be ignorant.* 

This adtice was followed; for the Flemings 
never budged from their poft, but remained fteady 
at the foot of the bridge, drawn up in order of 
battle on the c^ufeway, in filence, and, by 
their appearance feemed as if they had not no- 
ticed what was pailing. Thofe who had croffed 
the river continued advancing flowly through 
the marshes, following the courfe of it as they 
approached Commines. 

The conftable of France, on the oppofite fide 
of the water, faw his men at arms, with banners 
and pennons fluttering in the wind, drawn up 
in a handfome fmall battalion, and marching 
toward Commines. On feeing this, his blood 
began to run cold from the great dread he had ^ 
of their being defeated * for he knew the Flem- 
ip|;s were in great force on that fide of the 

water. 



water. In the excefs of rage, he cried out — I 
* Ah, St. Ives ! ha, St. George ! ha, our Lady 1 I 
what do I fee there? I fee in part the flower of 'I 
our army, who are moft unequally matched. I J 
would rather have died than have witnefTed this.* I 
Ah ! fir Louis de Sancerre, I thought you more m 
temperate and better taught than I fee you now 1 
are ; how could you have hazarded fomany noble .1 
knights and fquires, and men at arms, againft M 
ten or twelve thoufand men, who are proud, I 
prefumptuous and well prepared, andwhowill'l 
Ihew them no mercy, whilft we are imable, if I 
there should be a neceflity, to aid them ? Ah, 1 
Rohan ! ah, Laval ! ah, ilieux ! ah, Beauma-'l 
noir ! ah, Longueville ! ah, Rochfort! ah, Man- j 
ry ! ah, Maleftrolt ! ah, Converfant ! ah, fuch a j 
one and fuch a one, how afflicted am I for joa 1 
ail! when, without confulting me, you have^ 
run into fuch imminent danger. Why am II 
conftable of France ? for, if you be conquered] 
I shall incur all the blame, and they will fay I 1 
ordered you on this mad entcrprife.' I 

The conftable, before he heard that fuch'J 
numbers of valiant men had croiTed, had for-'l 
bidden any of thofe near him to pafs the riverjl 
but, when he faw the appearance of thofe whcfl 
had paffed, he faid aloud, ' I .give free libertjrj 
for all who wish it to crofs, it they be able,' 1 

At thefe words, the knights and fquires ftep-i 
ped forth, feeking means to crofs the bridge; 
but it was foon night, and they were forceii to 
leave off their attempt, though they had begun 
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to lay planks on the beams, and even fome had 
placed their targets to make a road ; fo that the 
Flemings who were in Comraines had enpugh to 
do to watch them, and werie puzzled how to act, 
for on the one hand^ithey faw below the bridge, 
in the marshes, a large body of men at arms, 
who had halted with their lances advanced be- 
fore theiri, and to whom great reinforcements 
' were coming, and on the other thofe of the van- 
guard on the oppofite fide of the bridge were 
conftantly skirmi{^ing with them and e^^erting 
themfelves luftily to repair the bridge. 

In this fituation were the French who had that 
erenirig crossed over in boats. They had halted 
on the marshes, in mud and filth up to their 
ancles. Now confider what mud have been 
their courage and difficulties, when in thefe long 
winter nights they thus remained a whole night 
with their arms and helmets on, with their feet 
in the mire, and without any fort of refiresh- 
ments. Certainly^ I fay, they are worthy of 
great renown, for they were but a handful of 
men in comparison with the Flemings in Com- 
mines and in that neighbourhood. They dared 
not, therefore, advatice to attack them, and for 
this reafon had halted, faying among themfelves, 
* Let us ftop here until it be day light, when we 
shall have a fight of thefe Flemings who quit 
not the advantage of their entrenchments ; but 
at laft they will not fail to come to us, and when 
near we will siiout our war cries with a loud voice 
each his own cry, or the cry of his lord, not- 

withfl;anding 



■withftanding all olir lords may not have joined 
us : by this means we fhall frighten Uiem , when* 
we will fall on them with a thorough good wiH'.J 
It isiH the .power of God, and within thi; com- 
pals of our own ability, to dyfeat them, for they* 
are badly armed, whilft our fpears and fivords ' 
are of well tempered fteel from BourJeimx ; and ' 
the haubergeons* they wear will be a poor de- 
fence, and cannot prevent our blows from pene- 
trating through them.' With fucli hopes as 
thefe did thofewhohad palled the river comfort 
themfelves, and remain in filence during the 
night. 

The conftable of France, who was on the , 
other fide of the river, towards Lille, had great 
aiignifh at heart on their account, and wifhed 
himfelf and army in the town of Comminea 
with them. The mai-ihals of Burgundy and' 
Flanders, and thofe knights who were near his 
perfon, in ordisr to comfort him, faid ; ' My lord 
do not be cart down; for all mull own that thofe' 
who have crolfed the river are truly valiant, as 
well as prudent kniglits, and we muft believe 
they will not do any thing but what (halt Uef j 
dictated by good fenfe and valour. They will' 
not engage in combat this day, and you have' ' 
given permiflion for all to pafs the river as they^ 
can. To-morrow, as foon as day-break ftiall' 
appear, let us exert oorfelves to erofs the bridge. 
We havethisday made more provifion of planks' i 
and timber than will be neceffary, fo that we 
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may be foon over to reinforce them, should they 
have need of it, and thefe wicked people wiU 
be prevented from overpowering them.' 

Thus was the conftabie of France confoled by 
the valiant men in his company. 




CHAP. XXXVI. 

THE FRENCHWHO HAD CROSSED THE LIS DEFE.\T, 
WITH GREAT SLAUGHTER, PETER DU BO IS AND 
THE FLEMINGS. — THE VAN-GUARD of THE 
FRENCH ARMY REPAIR AND PASS OVER THE 
BRIDGE OF COMMINES. 

T>ETERduBois knowing thefe men at arms- 
-'■ wereinthemarfliesjoiningCommines.wasnot 
perfectly at his eafe, for he was uncertain what 
might be the event. He had, however, under 
his command, fix or feven thoufand men, to 
whom, during the night, he had thus fpoken; 
'The men at arms who have croffed the river to 
fight with us are neither of iron nor fteel. They 
have laboured hard this whole day, and have 
been all night (landing in thefe marihes, fo that 
it is poflible, towards day-break, they will be 
overpowered with fleep. While they are in this 
fitnation, we will come flily to attack them: 
our numbers are fufficient to furround them : but 
when we have fo done, let no one dare to ru(h .| 
upon them, but remain fdent; for when it Ihall 
be proper time for you to act, I will inform 
yon.' To this command of Peter they all pro- 
Ted obedience. 

On 
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On the other hand, the barons, knights and 
fquirei, who had remained iii the marflies fo near 
the enemy, were far from being comfortable 3 
fome of them were up to their ancles in mud, 
and others half way up their legs. But their 
eagernefs and joy, on gaining this pafs with fo 
much honour, {for very gallant deeds of arms 
were likely to enfue) made them forget all their- 
pains and difficulties. If it had been in fum- 
raer-time, inftead of the feventh day of Novem- 
ber, they would have enjoyed it; but now tha 
ground was cold, muddy and dirty, and the 
nights were long. At times alfo it rained hea- 
vily on their heads, but it ran off, as they had 
their helmets on and every thing prepared for " 
the combat, and were only waiting for the ene- 
my to come and attack thera. The great at- 
tention tliey paid to be in readinefs kept up 
their fpirits, and made them almoft forget their 
fit nation. 

The lord de Saint Py full loyally acquitted . 
himfelf in this expedition, as a fcout and obferver 
of what the Flemings were doing, though he . 
was the commander in chief lie was continu-: 
ally on the look-out, and went privily to recon- 
noitre their motions. On his return, he faicl. 
to his companions in a low voice, ' Now up:, 
our enemies are very qniet: perhaps they will 
advance on us at day-break : therefore be 011 
3'"0ur guard, and prepared to act.' He would then 
return again, to fee if any thing were going 
forward, and then come back to tell what he bad,, 
obferved. This he continued to do until th 
hour which the Flemings had &xei w^o't^ ^^ ' 
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tack thfem. It was on the point of day .when 
they began their march in clofe order, without 
Uttering a word. The lord de Saint Py, who 
was on the watch, no fooner fawthis manoeuvre 
llian he found they were in earneft, and haften- 
ing to his companions, faid to them, ^ Now, my 
lords, be alert, we have but to do out utmoft, 
for our enemy is on his march, and will be in- 
ftantly here. Thefe barons of new date are ad- 
vancing flowly, and think to catch and furprife 
ns : fhew yourfelves true men at arms, for we 
fhall have a battre.* 

As the lord de Saint Py uttered thefe words, 
the knights and fquires, with great' courage, 
feixed their long Bourdeaux fpears, and having 
grafped them with a hearty will, placed them- 
felves in as good order as any knights or fquires 
could devife. 

When the lords who had crofled t he river, and, 
as I have before faid, found thcmfelves obliged 
to halt in the marflies, faw that the Flemings 
waited their opportunity to attack them,they faid 
among themfelves, ' Since we are not in fufficient 
force to begin the combat, when the Flemings 
advance upon us they will not know what num- 
bers we are: let us each fetup one cry, or that 
of the lord tawhom we may belong whether he 
be prefent or not ; and, by thus ftiouting loudly, 
we (hall fo much alarm them that they may be 
defeated. In addition to this, we will receive 
them on th6 points of our fpears. In this manner 

t it fall out: for, when the Flemings advanced 
t, the knights and fquires began to 
irtur cri^Sy mfoinvic\i\\A^!t \\ve cfitvftable 




and van-guard, who had not yet crofTpd tlie bridge 
heard them, and faid, ' Our friends are engaged: 
may God help them ! for at this moment we are 
imahle to give them any affiftance.' . J. 

Peter du Bois marched in front, andf as fol- 
lowed by his Flemings ; but, when they r,j,proach- 
ed the French, they were received on the iharp 
points of their long Bourdeaux fpears, to which 
their coats of mail made not more refilianee than 
if they had been of cloth thrice doubled, fo that j 
they paiVed through their bodies, heads and ] 
Aomachs. 

When the Flemings felt thefe (harp fpears which 
impaled them, they fell back, and the French , 
advancing gained ground upon them; for ther^ | 
were none fo hardy but what feared their ilrokeffn ■ 
Peter dn Bois was one of the iirft wounded and run 
through by a lance. It came quite out at liis 
llioulder: hewasalfo wounded on the bead, and, ] 
would have been inftantly flain if it had not been 
for the bod3'-guard he had formed, of thirty stout . 
varlets, who taking liim in their arms, carried 
him as quickly as they could out of the crowd* | 
The mud from the caufeway to Commine$)l 
was fo deep that all thefe people funk in it up t<3j\ 
the middle of their legs. The men at arms, wh». / 
had been long accustomed to their profeflion,! ■i 
drove down and flew the Flemings without let oB, J 
hindrance: they fhouted, < Saint Py for ever'.' f 
' Laval, Sancerre, Anghien,' and the war-cries, 
of others who were there. The Flemings were 
panic-struck, and began to give way, when they 
fajy thefe knights attack them fo vigorouOy and 
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pierce them through with their fpears. They 
repeated, and faHing back on each other, were 
followed by the French, who marched through 
them oraroundthem, always attacking the thick- 
est bodies. They no more fpared killing them 
than if they had been fo many dogs ; and they 
•were in the right, for, had the Flemings conquer- 
ed, they would have ferved them the fame. 

The Flemings, finding themfelves thus driven 
back,and that the men at arms had won the caufe- 
way and bridge, counfelled together, to fet fire to 
the town, in hopes it would caufe the French to 
retreat, or enable them to collect their people. 
This was executed, and fire fet to feveral houfes, 
which were inftantly in flames ; but they were 
difappointed in thinking by this to frighten the 
French, for they purfiied them as valiantly as 
before, fighting and flaying them on the ground, 
or in the houfes whither they had retreated. 

Upon this the Flemings made for the open 
plain, where they collected in a body. They 
fent to Vertain, Poperingue, Bcrgues, Rollers, 
. Mefieres, Warneton and the other neighbouring 
towns, to urge them to come to their aflistance at 
Commines. Thofe who fled, and the inhabitants 
of the villages near Commines, began to fet their 
^ bells a-ringing, which clearly fliewed there was 
an engagement going forward. 

Some of them,/ however, began to flacken, 

and others to occupy themfelves in faving what 

they could of their goods, and to carry them to 

Ypres or Courtray. Women and children ran 

*i^, -leaving their houfes full of furniture, cat- 

'i tic 




191 

tie and grain. Others again marched in hafie 
towards Commines, to help their countr3'Tnen 
who were fighting. 

"VV^hile all this was passing, and thofe valiant 
knights who had crofied the Lis in boats were fo 
gallantly engaged, the conftable and van-guard 
were bufily employed in attempting to repair the 
bridge and crofs it. There was a very great 
throng, for the conftable had given permission for 
all to pafs it who could. There was much dan- 
ger for thofe who crolfed it firftj and the lords 
who did fo were obliged to ftep on targets thrown 
on the beams of the bridge. When they had 
crofled,they began to ftrengthen the bridge, for 
they found the planks lyingon the ground, which ' 
they put in their proper places. During thenight 
two waggon-loads of hurdles were brought, which 
were of great ufe to them, fo that fliortly it was 
made as strong as ever. On the Tuefday the 
whole van-guard paffed, took poflefiion of the 
place, and, as they crossed, fixed their quarters 
in the town. 

The earl of Flanders, hearing that the van- 
guard was engaged at the pafs of Commines, fent 
thither fix thoufand infantry to their assistance; - 
but when they arrived, the bulinefs was over and 
the bridge rebuilt. The constable fent thean 
to Warneton to rebuild that bridge, that the 
baggage might pafs it this Tuefday without' 
delay. 

News was brought on Tuefday morning to the 
king of France at the abbey of Marquette, that 
the oafs at Commines waswon, and the van-guard 
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on the other fide, which was very agreeable totfie 
king dud his uncles. It was instantly determined 
that the king fhould crofs the river ; and, the king 
having heard mafs with his lords and drank a cup> 
they mounted their horfes and took the road to 
Commines. Thofe of the van-guard who were 
in Commines drove out the Flemings. There 
were flain of them in the streets and fields about 
four thoufand, not including thofe killed in the 
purfuit, in wind-^mills, and in monasteries, whi-^ 
ther they had fled for flielter ; for, as foon as the 
Bretons had crossed, they mounted their horfes 
and began a chace after "the Flemings and 
overrun the country which was then rich and 
plentiful. 

The lords de Rieux, de Laval, de Malestroit, 
the vifcount de la Belliere and the lord de Com- 
bort, with their men, rode on until they came to 
Vertain, which is a large town : it wsls taken and 
burnt, and thofe found in it were put to death. 
The Bretons had great profit from their pillage, 
as well as the others who had fpread abroad over 
the country. They found the houfes full of dra- 
peries, furs, with cloths of gold and filver; for, 
trusting to the strength of the passage over the 
river Lis, the Flemings had hot carried aw^y 
any thing from their houfes to the strong towns. 

The first Bretons, Normans and Burgundians 
who entered Flanders by the pafs at Gommines^ 
paid no attention to pieces of cloth, furs orjewels^ 
but to the gold and filver which they found. 
However, thofe who followed cleared the whole' 
QQuatry^ fyr every thing wa« acceptable to them. 

CHAP. 



CHAP, xxxyii. 

PHII.IP VON ART A VELD TAK/>^ MEASURES TO RE- 
SIST THE FORCE OF Tt^ KING OF FRANCE. — 
HE RECEIVES AN ANSWER FROM HIS AMBASSA- 
DORS IN ENGLAND. 



"DAD news foon flics abroad. On Tucfday 
■'-' morning Philip von Artaveld heard, while 
he lay before Oudenarde, that the French, had 
croffed the Lis on the Monday in boats, and had 
advanced as far as Coramines, having conquered 
the riemings pofted there and in the adjacent 
parts; that about ^x thoufand Flemings had 
been flain, and that Peter du Bois was fiippofed 
to be dead, 

Philip was thunderilruck at this intelligence ; 
and he aflceil the lord de Harzelles who was pre- 
fent, • what was to be done.' The lord de Har- 
zelles replied, 'You mnft go to Ghent, and col- 
lect as many people as you can in the town, and 
return with them hither: you muft then march 
your whole army to Courtray; for when the 
king of France learns that you are marching in 
full force againft him, he will conlider well be- , 
fore he advances further into the country. We 
ought in a fhort time to receive news from our 
ambaffadors in England. It may be that the 
king of England and his uncles will crofs the fea 
with a large army, or perhaps they have already 
dotie fo, which will be fortunate for us,' 

N^OL. VI. O '\^m 
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' I am furprifed/ anfwered Philip, ^ how the 
Englifh can fo loiig delay it, when they know 
they are to have free entrance into this coun- 
try; and I marvel what they are thinking of, as 
well as our people who are there. Notwith- 
ftanding this, I will not hefitate going to Ghent 
to draw out the arriere-ban, with which I will re- 
turn and offer battle to the king of France, what- 
ever be the confequences. I am informed by 
Peter du Bois, that the king of France has full 
twenty thoufand men at arms, which conflitute 
fixty thoufand fighting men. I will draw up in 
battle-array as many to meet him ; and if God, 
out of his grace, and the juft caufe we have, 
ihould enable me to defeat him, I fliall be the 
moft refpected lord in the world ; if I be difcom- 
fited, better fortune will befel a greater lord than 
myfelf/ 

As Philip von Artaveld and the lord de Har- 
^elles were thus converfing, fome foldiers arrived 
who had been at the battle of Commines, who 
confirmed the firft intelligence. Philip faid, 
' And Peter du Bois, is he dead, or a prifoner ?' 
They anfwered, * Neither; but he has been fe- 
verely wounded in the battle, and has retired to 
Bruges.' 

At thefe words, Philip mounted his horfe and 
ordered thirty of his men to do the fame, when 
he fet out for Bruges. He quitted, however, 
the direct road, to view fome of the garrifon of 
Oudenarde who had made a fally the preceding 
night, but had been overpowered and flain : they 
were twelve in number who had been put to 

death. 
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death. As he was thus examining the dead, he 
faw, coming towards him from Client, a herald 
attached to the king of England, whofe name 
was Chandos, though called Ireland king at 
arms.' Philip was much pleafed at the arrival 
of this herald, and afked ' what news he had 
broiiglit.' ' My lord,' replied the herald, 'five | 
of your atnbafladors returned to Ghent, accom- 
panied by a knight called fir William Frenen- 
ton*, who, by orders from the king and council^ 
bring letters (as we learnt from them at Dover} 
addreffed to you as regent of Flanders. When 
you know the contents of thefe letters, and ap- 
prove of the great alhanee offered to you, large j 
reinforcements will be inftantly fent you on the.! 
return of the knight and his companions to'B 
England,' 

Philip faid, — ' I am not well fatisfied with 
fuch an arrangement : the fuccours will come 
too late. Go to my quarters.' He ordered him 
tt) be conducted to the lodgings of the lord de 
Harzelles, that he might hear the news; while he J 
took the road to Ghent, but in fo melancholy m 
temper of mind that nothing could he got fronjJ 
him, nor could he be perfuaded to enter into 'J 
any agreeable converfation. 



» Sir W. Frening^toii. Q. if not Farringdon. 
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CHAP. ;xxxvni. 

THE KING OF FRANCE CROSSES THE LIS AT THE 

BRIDGE OF COMMINES. — THE TOWN- .OF YPRES 

. . » . .. ..••-». 

SURRENDERS TO HIM. 

WE will now return to the king of France, 
and fay how hie went on. When iritelfi- 
gence was brought him of Commines being coiff 
quered, that the Flemings were di^erfeid, and 
* the bridge rebuilt, he fet out from the abbey of 
Marquette, where he had lodged, and marchecl 
with his whole army in battle-array, as was He- 
fitting him to dp, towards Commines. Tte king 
and his uncles arrived at Commines ontheTuefr 
day, and took up their lodgings in the town ; 
from whence the van-guard had marched for 
the hill of Ypres, where they had fixe<i^ their 
quarters. On the Wednefday morning the king 
advanced to the hill of Ypres, where he remain- 
ed until the baggage and the remainder of his 
army ihould cross the river at 'Commines or at 
Warneton, for there were very numerous trains, 
and multitudes of horfes. 

On Wednesday, the king's rear-j^uard paflfsd 
the bridge of Conunines. It confifted of tWo 
thoufand men at arms and two thoufand xrofe- 
bows, under the command of the count d'Eu, 
the count de Blois, the count St. Pol, the count 
de Harcourt, the lords de Chatillon and de la 
Fere. Thefe lords, with their men, lodged this 

'ednefday at Commines. 
tr] When, 
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"When nigitt came, and thefe lords thought o£ ' ' 
repofing themfelves after their march, they heard ' 
theory, 'To arms!' Tliey thought certainly they 
{hould have a battle, and that the Flemings from i 
Ypres, Caflel, Bergues, and their dependencies 
were collected and on their march to attack,' 
them. The lords armed themfelves, put on their i i 
helmets, difplayed their banners before tbeirjJ 
lodgings; and, having lighted torches, each lordiJ 
advanced to the caufeway under his banner or,, 
pennon : as their men came, they drew up and 
arranged themfelves under their proper banners; 
and thus they remained, halfway up their legs 
in mud, almoft the whole night. You may ima-,,' 
glne if thefe lords had the beft of it, fuch as th^J 
count de Blois and the others, who had not becM 
accuftomed to fuifer fuch cold and comfortleiiJ 
nights as tbefe a month before Chriftmas ; but, ] 
when their iionour was at ftake, they minded ifc' 
not, for they thought they ftiould be attacked^Jj 
every moment : however, it was not fo, for tliis.j 
was a faife alarm caufed by a fcufile aiiiong the," 
varlets. Their lords, however, fuffered for it,J 
which they bore as well as they could. ;J 

On Thurfday morning, the rear-guard dillodgj 
ed from Commines, and marched in good ordeil 
towards their main army, which was encamped] 
on the bill ofYpres, the van-guard, the battalion^' 
of the king and all. The principal commanders 
held a council, to confider whether they fhonld 
march to Ypres, Courtray, or Bruges. Whilft 
they remained there, the French foragers over- 
ran the country, where they found a marvellous. 
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quantity of beafts, grain, and all other provi- 
fions ; for, fince they had gained the paffage at 
Commines, they were never in want. 

The inhabitants of Ypres, finding the king fo 
near with his whole army, and the paflage gain- 
ed, were not much at their eafe, and confidered 
how they fhould act. The town- council affem- 
bled. The richeft and chief inhabitants, who 
had been of the moderate party, but Who had 
not dared to ftiew it, propofed throwing them- 
felves on the king's mercy, and fendiag to him 
the keys of the town. The governor, who was 
from Ghent, appointed by Philip von Artaveld, 
would not liften to a furrender, but faid, ^ Our 
town is fufficiently ftrong, and we are well pro- . 
vided with every thing. We will (land our ground; 
during which time Philip will aflemble his forces, 
to combat the king and raife the fiege.' 

Others replied, ' That he was not affured this 
would fo happen : that it was no.t in the power 
of Philip von Artaveld, nor of the whole country, 
to defeat the king of France, unlefs they had the 
afliftance pf the Englifh, of which there was not 
any appearance; and that, in fhort, the beft 
thing they could do would be to furrender them- 
felves to the king of France.' 

High words enfaed, which ended in a riot, in 

which the chief inhabitants were mailers. The 

governor, named Peter Vauclaire, was flain. 

When this was over, thev called to them two 

preaching friars, whom they fent to the king 

his uncles on the hill of Ypres, to know if 

f agreeable to them to enter into an ami- 

jaty with the to^^Ti. 

The 
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The king was advifed to grant paflports to,] 
twelve of the citizens and an abbot (who being 
at Ypres had interfered in this bufinefs) to come 
to the camp, and explain more fully what their 
intentions were. The friars returned to the 
town, when the twelve citizens elected by the. 
council and inhabitants, and the abbot,'went to 
mount Ypres, where, calling themfelves on theiij, J 
knees, they offered to place the town under the^a 
king's obedience for ever, and without any 
terms of refervation. 

The king of France following the good advice 
which was given him, to gain the country by ' 
gentle means, and not wifliing to fliew any ill 
will or cruelty, received them kindly, and j 
cepted their ofier; on, condition that the towti.t J 
would pay forty thoufand francs, to defray the.* 
fmaller expenfes which this expedition had hi-, 
therto coft. 

The inhabitants of Ypres were much rejoiced': 
at this event, and never afterwards rebelled. 
Thus were the citizens pardoned. They en- 
treated the king and his uncles would be pleafed 
to partake of fome refrefhments in their town>,l| 
which would give great joy to the inhabitants,) 
A promife was in truth made them, that th^ 
king fliould come thither, when he ihould be'^ 
further advanced in Flanders. Upon tliis the de-J 
putation returned to the town, mightily pleafed. jj 
to find themfelves at peace with the king ofl 
France. The forty thoufand francs were 
stantly raifed among themfelves, and paid to the 
king, or to his commiffioners, before he made^ 
his entry into Ypres. 
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CHAP. XXXIX. 

/ 

THE KING OF FRANCE RECEIVES INFORMATION 
OF A RIOT AMONG THE PARlblANS — SEVERAL 
PLACES IN FLANDERS SURRENDER TO HIM. 

DiURING die time the king of France was 
encamped on the hill of Ypres, news was 
brought that the Parifiaus were in rebellion: 
and that they had refolved, ats it was then re- 
ported, to pull down the castle of Beaut^^ 
which is fltuated in the wood of Vincennes, sihd 
the castle of the Louvre, as well as all other 
castellated houfes in the neighbourhood of Paris, 
to preverit being- oppreffed in future by their 
means. 

One of their leaders made a fpeech to excite 
.to mifchief, but which, however, as it appeared 
afterwards, tilmed out qtiite the contrary: — 
'My fair firs, let us abstain from doing this, 
until we fee how the king's affairs turn out in 
Flanders. If the Ghent men fucceed, as I truly 
hope thfey will, then will be the time to destroy 
all thefe castles. Let us not begin any thing 
which we may repent of afterwards.' 

It was Nicholas le Fl^marid' who by this 
fl)oech made the Parisiah's givfe up th^ir interi- 
lions of committing outrages. TheVkfept with- 
in the walls of Paris, which th'ey had airiply 
fupplied with every thing; and had as rich and 
handfome armour as if they had been great' 

*«. There were upwards of thirty thoufaft'd' 

^ armed ' 
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armed from head fo foot, like true men at arms, 
and more than thirty thoufand armed with mal- 
lets. They worked day and night in forging' 
helmets, and purchafed armour wherever it was 
to be fold. ' 

Now coniider what a fad devilment it would'" 
have been, if the king of France, and the gallant ' 
chivalry with which he was accompanied had' 
been defeated in Flanders. It may readily be ' I 
fuppofed, that then all the nobility would have ' 
been deftroyed in France, as well as in other 
places ; for the Jecquerie were never fo fero- ' * 
cioHS as they would at fuch a time have been. 

In like manner the peafants began to rebel at 
RheimS) at Chalons in Champagne, and down' 
the river Marne, and to menace thofe gentle- ' 
men, ladies and children who had remained ait'* 
home. At Orleans, Blois, Rouen, and in the^ 
Beauvoifis, the devil had entered their heads to' 
prompt them to murder every one, if God had " 
not provided a remedy, as you will foon have 
related, ' 

When thofe of the caftlewicks of Cartel, Ber- ' 
gues, Bourbonrg, Gravelines, Furnes, Dun- 
kerque, Poperingue, Tourrout, Vaillant, and T 
Malines, had heard that the men of Ypres had 
furrendered and put themfelves under the obedi- ' 
ence of the king of France, who had gracioufly"*! 
pardoned them, they began to be much alarm- ' 1 
ed. After thefe towns had well confidered the 
bufmefs, the inhabitants feized their governors, 'i 
whom Philip von Artaveld had put over them, ' 
and having bound them ftrongly, fo that they' 
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could not efcape^ led tbem to the king on mount 
Ypres, in order to pleafe him and to appeafe his 
anger. On their arrival, they caft themfelves 
on their knees, and faid, — * Noble king, we put 
our lives, toMms, and fortunes under your obe- 
dience, and wiih fo to remain. In order to ihew 
that wiB regard you as our true lord, here are the 
governors whom Philip von Artaveld had fet over 
us ; for by force, and not otherwife, has he made 
us obey him : you may do your pleafure with 
them, for they have governed us according to 
. their wills.' 

The king was advifed by his lords to grant his 
pardon to all thefe towns : on condition, how- 
ever, that they (hould pay him, as part of his 
expenfes in this m ar, fixty thoufand francs. All 
the provifions were to be given up, and whatever 
cattle might be found in the fields ; but they 
were affured that their towns fhould neither be 
burnt nor pillaged. This was very fatisfactory 
tathem, and they greatly thanked the king and 
his council. They were much rejoiced on find- 
ing they had efcaped fo well ; but the governors 
of Philip von Artaveld, who had been carried 
thither, were beheaded on the bridge of Ypres. 
No mention whatever was made in thefe trea- 
ties and fubmiifions of the earl of Flanders : nor 
was he, or any one of his court, ever fummoned 
to the councils of the king. If he was diipleafed 
at this I am ignorant, but during the whole ex- 
he was treated in the fame manner. 
Im people were permitted to quit the 
f.Jbattalion which was pofied by or- 
ders 
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flers of the mailer of the crofs-bows, on the 
wings, although they were Flemings. It was 
alfo ordered by the king, under pain of death, 
that no one in the army fliould fpeak Flemiih, 
nor carry any ftick bound with Iron, 



THE KING OF FRANCE LODGES IN YPRES — PETER 
DU BOIS PREVENTS BRUGES FROM SURRENDER- 
ING TO THE KING. — PHILIP VON ARTAVELD 
ASSEMBLES HIS FORCES TO COMBAT THE 
FRENCH. 

WHILE the king and his whole army were 
on mount Ypres, many markets were tiiere 
held, and plenty of pillage was fold to thofe of 
Lille, Douay, and Tournay; indeed to all who 
wiflied to buy. A piece of cloth of Vexin, Ma- 
lines, Poperingue or Commines, was ibid for one 
franc. People were clothed there too cheaply. 

Some Bretons and other pillagers, determined 
on gain, went in large bodies, and loaded carts 
and horfes with their booty of cloths, linen, 
knives, money in gold and fiiver, dilhes and 
plates of iilver wherever they found them, which 
they fent, well packed up, to a place of fafety 
on the other iide of the Lis, or by their fervante 
into France. 

The king and all the lords came to Ypres, 
where. 
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where they quartered themfelves a^ well as they 
could, and in as great numbers as the town 
would hold. They remained there to refrelh 
themfelves four or five diays. 

The inhabitants of Bruges had received in-» 
formation of the conduct of the king, that he 
was at'Ypres, and how the whole country, as far 
as Gravelines, had fummitted to him. They 
were doubtful whether to negotiate with the king, 
or let it alone : however, for the prefent they 
did nothing. The principal caufe which with- 
held them from furrendering was the great num- 
ber, of men at arms which Philip von Artaveld 
had with him froft^ their town; for there were 
at leaft feven thoufand at the fiege of Oudanarde; 
and their principal citizens were at Ghent as 
hoftages, in order that Peter du Bois might more 
eafily govern the place. 

Belides, Peter du Bois and Peter le Nuitre 
were in the town, who comforted them, faying, 
* My good gentlemen, do not be alarmed if the 
king of France is come to Ypres : you know 
that formerly the whole power of France was 
fent by king Philip to Courtray*, and could not 
vnthiiand the courage of our fathers, for his 
whole army was flain and defeated. Know 
then, that this army (hall in like manner be de- 
itroyed ; for Philip von Artaveld, with an im-^ 
nienfe force,' vnll not leave things thus without 
combatmg' th^ king. It may very well happen^ 

^jhpMrtny. The battle 1303. 

that 
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that from the good caufe we are engaged in, and 
the good Ibrtune which follows Ghent, Philip 
may defeat the king, fo that no^ one fhall efcape 
or recrofs the river, but the whole country which 
has fubmitted will be iiiftantly reconquered. 
Thus will you remain like true and loyal men 
in your franchiles, and in the grace of Philip 
and of'us Ghent men.' 

With fucb fpeeches as this, Peter du Bois and 
Peter le Nuitre daily harangued the men of 
Bruges, and reftrained them from entering mto 
any treaty with the king of France. 

While tliefe things were going on, the citizens 
of Ghent, with iir William Fermitou*, arrived at 
Calais, from England, to conclude and feal thofe 
treaties and agreements which the Englifli wifh- 
ed to enter into with the Flemings. Sir John 
Devereux, governor of Calais, fent for them, and 
told them, ' that they could not continue their 
journey at that time, for the king of France was 
at Ypres, and that all the country, from Calais 
to Ypres, had furrendered to him. We fliaJl 
Ihortly have more news : for it is reported that 
Philip von Artaveld is alTembling his forces to 

* Fermiton. Froiflart before calla him Fremeton. I fhould 
havefuppofed this perfon was fir William Farendon, or Framp- 
ton, if, in the RoUes Francois, the names of thofe fent by 
Richard had not been particularly named, as may be feen 
underneath. 

Ann. Dom. 1382-1383. Membrana 4. 

' Dc poteftate data Jobanni Devereux, Briano de Stapillon, 
WiUielmo Ermyn, &Johanni dc Burley, ad tractandum caito 
comiti Flandriffi & gentibus ibideni de debatis, & de attemp- 
Uti> reformandis,'— Data apud Wellmiulier, 16tbMay. 
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combat the king of France, and we (hall fee 
who will have the bell of it. Should the Flem- 
ings be beaten, you have nothing to do in Flan- 
ders; and if the king of France be defeated, it 
is all our own. * This/ faid the Englifh knight, 
''you may depend upon as truth.' The intelli- 
gence detained the citizens of Ghent and fir 
William Fermiton. 

We will now return to Philip, and fay what 
he was doing. Being eager to combat the king 
of France, as he plainly fliewed, he ordered, on 
his arrival at Ghent, every man capable of bear- 
ing arms, after leaving a fufficient garrifon in 
the town, to follow him. All obeyed; for he 
gave them to underftand, that by the grace of 
God, they would defeat the Frenc'h, be lords of 
Ghent, and rank as fovereigns among other na- 
tions. 

Philip von Artaveld carried with him about 
ten thoufand men as the arriere-ban: he had be- 
fore fent to Bruges, Damme, Ardembourg, 
Sluys, to the fea-coafts, the Quatre Meftiers, and 
conllablewicks of Grammont, Dendremonde, 
and Aloft, and had raifed from thofe places 
about thirty thoufand more. He and his whole 
army were quartered one night before Oude- 
narde : on the morrow they marched away, and 
came before Court ray : he had with him about 
fifty thoufand men. 

The king of France received intelligence, that 
Philip von Artaveld was approaching, and, as it 
was faid> with full fixty thoufand men. Upon 

is, the van-guard fet off from Ypres, under the 
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eoramaiid of the coiiftable and marflials of 
France, and encamped a leagne and a half from 
Ypres, between Rollers and Rofebecque : on the 
morrow, the king and all the lords, with the 
main battalion and rear-guard, quartered them- 
felvt's there alfo. 

I mufl fay that thefe lords, whilft they were in 
the field, fuifered greatly; for it was in the 
heart of winter, the beginning of December, 
and it rained every day. They flept on the 
roads every night, for they were daily and hourly 
in expectation of a battle : it was commonly 
faid in the army, ' They will come to-morrow;' 
which they believed, from the news the foragers 
brought when they returned from their excur- 
fions. 

The king was quartered in the midfl; of his 
army. The lords of France were much vexed 
at Philip for delaying, for they were very im- 
patient of being out in fuch bad weather. It 
Ihould be known, that with the king was all the 
flower of French knighthood : it was therefore 
highly prefumptuous in Philip von Artaveld and 
the Flemings to think of fighting with them ; 
for if they had been fatisfied with continuing 
their fiege of Oudenarde, and had (lightly en- 
trenched themfelves, the French, confidering 
the wetnefs of the feafon, would never have 
marched to feek them ; and, if they had done 
fo, they would have combated them under the 
greateft difadvantages. But Philip was fo vain 
of the good fortune he had met with at Bruges, 
that he thought nothing could withlland him, 

■KsA 
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and he hoped he (hould be lord of the world. 
No other thoughts had he, $uid was nothing 
afraid of the king of France nor bis army ; for, 
if he had entertained any fears, he would not 
ha\re done that which he did, as you fliall hear 
related. 



CHAP. XLI. 

?HILIP VON ART A VELD, HAVING I^TERTAINED 
HIS CAPTAINS AT SUPPER, GIVESTHEM IN- 
STRUCTIONS HOW THEY ARE TO ACT ON THE 
MORROW AT THE BATTLE OF ROSEBECQUE. — 
WONDERFUL APPEARANCES IN THE HEAVENS 
ARE SEEN DURING THIS NIGHT. 

PHILIP von Actaveld, with his whole army, 
* on the Wednefday evening preceding the 
battle, was encamped in a handfoine portion, 
tolerably ftrong, between a ditch and gproye, and 
with fo good a hedge in front thaj they could 
not eafily be attacked. It was between the bill 
an^ town of Roiebecque where t^ie kil^g was 




If^at lame evening, F^ilip gave a inagpificeat 

fajpper to hb cap^ins at his quarters; fi>r bje had 

'■*«i^tib^ V> do fo, as his proyiliQns fQUowed 

-^"I^^P ^6 Ou^P^-S ^^ pver, b^ addreffed 

are 
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are my companions in this expedition, and 1 
hope to-morrow we (hall have fomething to dp ; 
for the king of France, who is impatient to meet 
and fight with us, is quartered at Rofebecquc, 
I therefore beg of you to be loyal, and not 
alarmed at any thing you (hall fee or hear; for 
we are combating in a just caufe, to prefer \o 
the franchifes of Flanders, and for our right. 
Admoni(h your men to behave well, and draw 
them up in fuch manner that, by this means 
and our courage, we may obtain the victory. 
To-morrow, through God's grace, we (hall no ^ 
find any lord to combat with us, or any who 
will dare take the field, unlefs he mean to re- 
main there, and we (hall gain greater honour 
than if we could have depended on the fupport 
of the Englifli ; for, if they had been with us, 
they alone would have gained all the reputation. 
The whole flower of the French nobility is with 
the king, for he has not left one behind: order, 
therefore, your men not to grant quarter to any 
one, but to kill all who fall in their way. By 
this means we (hall remain in peace; for I will 
and command, under pain of death, that no 
prifoners be made, except it be the king of 
France. With regard to the king, I wifli to 
fupport him, as he is but a, child and ought to 
be forgiven; for he knows not what he does, 
and acts according as he is inftructed: we will 
carry him to Ghent and teach him Flemi(h; 
but as for dukes, earls and other men at arms, 
kill them all. The common people of France 
l^rill never be angry with us for fo doing; for 
Vol. VI. P ttve^ 
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they wilh, as I am well affured, that not one 
Ihould ever return to France, and it (hall be fo/ 

His companions who were prefent at this dit* 
courfe, and who were from the different towns 
in Flanders and the country of Bruges, agreed . 
to this propofal, which they thought a propelp 
one, and with one voice replied to Philip, * You 
fay well, and thus (hall it be.' They then took 
leave of Philip, and each man returned to his. 
quarters, to order his men how they were to 
act conformably to the inftructions they had 
juft had. Thus paffed the night in the army of 
JPhilip : but about midnight, as I have been iur 
formed, there happened a mod wonderful event, 
and fuch that I have never heard any thing • 
equal to it related. 

When thefe Flemilh captains had retired, and 
all gone to their quarters to repofe, the night 
being far advanced, thofe upon guard fancied 
they heard a great noife towards the Mont d'Or. 
Some of them were fent to fee what it coiild be, 
and if the French were making any prepfira- 
tions to attack them in the night. On their 
return, they reported, they had been as far as 
the place whence the hOife came, but that they 
had difcovered nothing. 

Tliis noife, however, was ftill heard, and it 
feemed to fome of them that their enemies were 
on the mount about a league diftant: this was 
alfo the opinion of a damfel from Ghent whom 
Philip von Artaveld had carried with him, on 
this expedition, as his fweetheart. 
-.^Whilft. Philip was fleeping under his tent dlia 
^^.,1* covetKd, 
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coverlid near the coal-fire, this dainH.! went out 
of the tent about midnight, to examine the iky, 
and fee what fort of weather it was and the 
time of night, for the was unable to fleep. She 
looked towards Rofebecque, and faw, in divers 
parts of the iky, fmoke and fparks of fire flying 
about, caufed by tlie fires the French were 

* making under hedges and buflies. This woman 
liliened attentively, and thought (he heard a 
great noife between their army and that of the 
French, and alfo the cry of Montjoye and fe- 
veral other cries ; and it feenied to her that 
they came from the Mont d'Or, between the 
camp and Rofebecque. She was exceedingly 
frightened, returned to the tent, awakened Phi- 
lip, and faid to him, — ' Sir, rife inftantly and 
arm yourfelf; for I have heard a great noife ou 
the Mont d'Or, which I bolicve to be made by 
the French who are coming to attack you.' 

Philip at thefe words arofe, and wrapping 
himfelf in a gown, took a battle-axe and went 
out of his tent to liften to this noife. In like 
manner as (he had heard it, PhiHp did the 

• fame; and it feemed to him as if there were a 
great tournament. He directly returned to his 
tent, and ordered his trumpet to be founded tp 
awaken the army. 

As foon as the found of the trumpet was 
heard, it was known to be his, Thofe of the 
guard in front of the camp armed tliemfelve?, 
and fent fome of their companions to Philip to 
know what he wilTied to have done, as he was 
thus early arming himfelf. On their arrival, 
P2 \\c 



212 

he wanted to fend them to the part whence the 
noife had come, to find out what it could be ; 
but they reported that that had already been 
done, and that there was no caufe found for it, 
Phihp was much aftoniflied, ; and they were 
greatly blamed, that having heard a noife tOr 
wards the enemy's quarters, they had remained 
quiet. ^ Ha,' faid they to Philip, ^ in truth 
we did hear a noife towards the Mont d'Or, 
and we fent to know what it could be; but 
thofe who had been ordered thither, reported 
that there was nothing to be found or feen. 
Not having feen afiy pofitive appearance of a 
movement of the enemy, we were unwilling to 
alarm the army left we fhould be blamed for it.' 
This fpeech of the guard fomewhat appeafed 
Philip; but in his own mind he marvelled much 
what it could be. Some faid it was the devils 
of hell running and dancing about the place 
where the buttle was to be, for the abundance 
of prey they expected. 

Neither Philip von Artaveld nor the Flem- 
ings were quite at their eafe after this al^rm. 
They were fofpicious of having been betrayed 
and furprifed. They armed themfelves leifure- 
ly with whatever they had, made large fires in 
their quarters, and. breakfafted comfortably, for 
they had victuals in abundance. 

About an hour before day, Philip faid ; * I 
think it right that we march into tjie plain and 
draw up our men ; becaufe fhould the French 
advance to attack us, we ought not to be un- 
prepared, nor in diforder, but properly drawii 

up 
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up like men, knowing well what we are to do.' 
All obeyed this order, and, quitting their quar- 
ters, itiarched to, a heath beyond the grove. 
There was in front a wide ditch newly made,^ 
and in their rear quantities of brambles, juni- 
pers and fhrubs. They drew up at their lei- 
fure in this Itrong pofition, and formed one 
large battalion thick and ftrong. By the re- 
ports from the conftables they were about fifty 
thoufand, all chofen men,' who valued not their 
lives. Among them were about fixty Englifli 
archers, who, having ftolen away from their 
companions at Calais, to gain greater pay 
from Philip, had left behind them their a:rmour 
in their quarters. 

Every thing being arranged, each man took 
to his arms. The horfes, baggage, women and 
varlets were difmiffed : but Philip von Artaveld 
had his page mounted on a fuperb courfer,- 
worth five hundred florins, which he had or- 
dered to attend him, tp difplay his ftate, and to 
mount if a purfuit of the French ftiould hap- 
pen, in order that he migj^t enforce the com- 
mands which he had given to kill all. It was 
with this intention that Philip had polled him 
by his fide. Philip had likewife from the town 
of Ghent about nine thoufand men, well arm- 
ed, whom he placed near his perfon; for 'he 
had greater confidence in them than in any 
of the others: they therefore, with Philip at 
their head with banners difplayed, were in 
front ; and thofe from Aloft and Grammont 
were next: then the men from Couirtray, Bru- 
ges, Damme, Sluys andithe Fronconate. Tha.^ 
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were armed, for the greater part, with blud- 
geons, iron caps, jerkins -and with gloves, dc 
fer de baleine* Each man had a ftafF with an 
iron point, and bound round with iron. The 
different townfmen wore liveries and arms, to 
diftinguifh them from one another. Some had* 
jackets of blue and yellow, others wore a welt 
of black on a red jacket, others chevroned 
with white on a blue coat, others green and 
tlue, others lozenged with black and white, 
others quartered red and white, others all bliie. 
Each carried the banners of their trades. They 
had alfo large knives hanging down from their 
girdles. In this ftate they remained, quietly 
waiting for day, which foon came^ 

I will now relate to you the proceedings of 
the French as fully as I have done thofe of the 
Flemings. 

CHAP. XLII. 

KlxNG CHARLES ENTERTAINS AT«UPPER HIS UN- 
CLES AND SOME OTHERS OF HIS PRINCIPAL 
BARONS, ON THE EVE OF THE BATTLE Of 
ROSEBECQUE. THE CONSTABLE DE CUSSON 
IS EXCUSED FROM ATTENDING THE KING'S 
PERSON DURING THE BATTLE. 

npHE king of France, and the lords with 
-*- him, knew well that the Flemings were 
advancing, and that a battle muft be the con- 
fequence; for no propofals for peace were of- 
fered, and all feemed to have made up their 
minds for an engagement. It had been pro- 
tmed on the Wednefday morning in the 

town. 



town of Ypres, that the men at arms fliould 
follow the king into the field, and poft them- 
felves according to the inftruotions they had re- 
ceived. Every one obeyed this order, and no 
man at arms, or even Infty varlet, remained in 
Ypres, except thofe appointed to guard the 
horfes, which had been conducted to Ypres 
when their lords difmounted. However, the 
van-guard had many with them for the ufe of 
their light troops, and to reconnoitre the bat- 
talions of the enemy; for to them they were 
of more fervice than to the others. 

The French on this Wednefday remained in 
the plain pretty near to Rofebecque, where the 
lords and captains were bufy in arranging their 
plans. In tlie evening the king gave a fnpper 
to his three unclesj the conftable of France, 
the lord de Coucy, and to fome other foreign 
lords from Brabant, Hainault, Holland, Zea- 
land, Germany, Lorraine and Savoy, who had 
come thither to ferve him. He, as well as his 
imcles, thanked them much for the good fer- 
vices they had done and were willing to do for 
them. The earl of Flanders this evening com- ■ i 
manded the guard of the king's battalion, and 
had under him fix hundred lances, and twelve \ 
hundred other men. 

After the fupper which the king had given i 
on the Wednefday to thefe lords, and when- ] 
they had retired, the conftable of France re- I 
mained to converfe with the king and his nn- J 
cles. It had been arranged in the council with J 
the king, that the conUable, fir Oliver de Clif- ■ 
Ion, ihould refign his conflablefhip for the mo^- % 
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row.^as they fully expected a battle) and that, 
for tbe day only, the lord de Coucy was to 
take his place, and fir Oliver remain near the 
king's perfon : fo that when the conftable was 
taking his leave, the king faid to him, as he 
had been inftructed, in a courteous and agree- 
able manner; ^ Conftable, we will that you re- 
fign to us, for to-morrow only, your office; 
for we have appointed another, and you fliall 
remain near our perfon.' 

Thefe words, which were new to the gallant 
conftable, furprifed him fo much, that he re- 
plied; * Moft dear lord, I well know that I 
never can be more higlily honoured than in 
guarding your perfon; but, dear lord, it will 
give great difpleafure to my companions, and 
thofe of the van-guard, if they do not fee me 
with them : and we may lofe more than we can 
gain by it. I do not pretend that I am fo 
valiant, that the bufinefs will be done by me 
alone; but I declare, dear lord, under the cor- 
rection of your noble council, that for thefe 
laft fifteen days, I have been folely occupied 
how I could add to your honour, to that of your 
^rmy, and to my own office. I have inftructed 
the army in the manner in which they were to 
be drawn up : and if, to-morrow, under the 
guidance of God, we engage, and they do not 
fee me ; or, if I fail in giving them advice and 
fupport, I who have always been accuftomed 
in fuch cafes fo to do, they will be thunder- 
ftruck; fome may fay I am a hypocrite, and 
have done this flily, in order to efcape from 
the firft blows. I therefore entreat of you, most 

dear 
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dear lord, that you would not interfere in what 
has been arranged aad ordered for the best, for 
I must fay you will gain the more by it/ 

The king did not know what anfvver to ma:ke 
to this fpeech, any more thanthofe prefent who 
had heard it. At last the king faid, very pro- 
perly, ^ Constable, I do not mean to fay that it 
has been any way thought you have not, on 
every occafion, most fully acquitted yourfelf, 
and will still do fo ; but my late lord and father 
loved you more than any other perfon, and had 
the greatest confidence in you: it is from this 
love and confidence which he repofed in you 
that I (hould wifli to have you on this occafion 
near to me, and in my company. 

* Very dear lord,' replied the constable, * you 
will be fo well attended by fuch valiant men, 
all having been fettled with the greatest delibe- 
ration, that it cannot any way be amended, fo 
that you and your council ought to be fatisfied 
with it. I therefore beg of you, for the love of 
God, most dear lord, that you will permit me 
to execute my office ; and to-morrow your fuc- 
cefs (hall be fuch that your friends will be re- 
joiced, and your enemies enraged.' 

To this the king only anfwered ; ' Constable, 
I wiU it be jTo : in God's name, and in the name 
of St. Denis, act as becomes your office. I will ' 
not fay one word more to you on the fubject ; 
for you fee clearer in this bulinefs than I do, 
or thofe who first propofed it. Be to-morrow 
at mafs.' * Willingly, fir,' replied the consta- 
ble. He took leave of the king, who faluted 
him, and returned to his quarter s > m\\\ \\\^ ^^-- 
tendanis and companions. C^>S . 
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CHAP. XLIII. 

PHILIP VON ARTAVELD AND HIS FLEMINGS QUIT 
- THE STRONG POSITION THEY HAD TAKEN IN 
THE MORNING, TO ENCAMP ON MONT D'OR, 
NEAR TO YPRES. — THE CONSTABLE AND AD- 
MIRAL OF FRANCE, WITH THE BASTARD OF 
LANGRES, SET OUT TO RECONNOITRE THEIR. 
SITUATION. 

f\^ the Thurfday morning all the men al 
^^ arms of the army, the van*guard, the rear- 
guard and the king's battalion, armed them-r 
fdves completely, except their helmets, as if 
they were about to engage: for the lords well 
knew the day could not pafs without a battle, 
from the reports of the foragers on the "Wed- 
ne£day evening, who had feen the Flemings on 
-their march demanding a battle. 

The king of France heard mafs, as did the 
other lords, who all devoutly prayed to God, 
that the day might turn out to their honour. 
In the morning there was a thick mist, which 
continued fo long that no one could fee the 
distance of an acre: the lords were vtiuch 
vexed at this, but they could not remedy it. 
' After the king's mafs, which had been at- 
tended by the constable and other great lords, 
it was ordered that thofe valiant knights fir 
Oliver de Cliffon constable of France, fir John 
de Vienne admiral of France and fir William^de 

Toitiers fbastaid of Langres^ who;had be^i.long 

u£sd 
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ufed to arms, Qiould reconnoitre the pofition of ' 
the Fiemiags, and report to the king and his 
uncles the tmtii of it : during which time, the 
lord d'Atbreth and fir Hugh de Chatillon were 
employed in forming the battaUons. 

Thefe three kniglits, leaving the king, fet off 
on the flower of their fteeds and rode towards 
that part where they thought they ihould find 
the Flemings, and towards the fpot where they 
had encamped the preceding night. 

You muft know that on the Thurfday morn- 
ing, when the thick raid came on, the Flem- 
ings having, as you have before heard, march- 
ed, before day-break, to this ftrong pofition, 
had there remained until about eight o'clock, 
when, not feeing nor hearing any thing of the 
French, their numbers excited in them pride 
and felf-fuffieiency ; and their captains, as well 
as others, began thus to talk among them- 
felves : ' What are we about thus ilanding ftill, 
and almoll frozen with cold ? Why do we not 
advance with courage, fince fuch is our incli- 
nation, and feek our enemies to combat them? 
We remain here to no purpofe, for the French 
will never come to look for us. Let ^ us at 
leaft march to Mont d'Or, and take advantage 
of the mountain. 

Many fuch fpeeches were made, and they all 
confented to march to Mont d'Or, which was 
between them and the French. In order to 
avoid the ditch in their front, they turned the 
grove and entered the plain. Whilft they were 
thus on their march round the grove, the three 
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knights came fo opportunely that they recorl- 
noitred them at their eafe, and rode bv the fide 
. of their battalions, which were again formed 
within a bow-ftiot from them. When they had 
confidered them on the left, they did the fame 
on the right, and thus carefully and fully ex- 
amined them. 

The Flemings faw them plainly, but paid 
not any attention to theni; nor did any one 
quit his ranks. The tiiree knights were well 
mounted, and fo much ufed to this bufinefs 
that they cared not for them. PhiUp faid to his 
captains, — * Our enemies are near at hand: 
let us draw up here in battle-array for the com- 
bat. I have feen ftrong appearances of their 
intentions : for thefe three horfemen who pafs 
and repafs have reconnoitred us, and are ftill 
doing fo.' 

Upon this, the Flemings halted on the Mont . 
d'Or, and formed in one thick and ftrong ba4:- 
talion; when Philip faid aloud, — 'Gentlemen, 
when the attack begins, remember our ene- 
mies were defeated and broken at the battle of 
Bruges by our keeping in a compact body. Be 
careful not to open your ranks, but let every 
man ftrengthen himfelf as much as poffible and 
bear his ftaff right before him. You will inter- 
mix, your arms, fo that no one may break you, 
and march ftraight forward with a good ftep, 
without turning to .the right or left ; and act 
together, fo that, when the conflict begins, you 
may throw your bombardes and flioot with 
your crofs-bows in fuch manner that our ene- 
mies may b^ thunderftruck with furprife/ 
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When Philip had formed his men in battle 
array, and told them how they were to act, he 
went to the wing of his army in which he had 
the great eft confidence. Near him was his page 
on the courfer, to whom he faid, — * Go, wait 
for me at that bufli out of bow-ftiot; and, when 
thou {halt fee the difcomfiture of the French 
and the purfuit begin, bring me my horfe ahd 
fhout my cry ; they will make way for thee to 
come to me, for I wilh to be the firft in the 
purfuit.' 

The page, on thefe words, left his matter 

and did as he had ordered him. Philip placed 

near him, on the fide of this wing, forty Eng- 

lifli archers whom he had in his pay. Now, if 

it be confidered how well Philip had arranged 

this bufinefs, I am of opinion, and in'this t am 

j oined by feveral others, that he well knew 

the art of war: but in one inftance, which I 

will relate, he acted wrong. It was in quitting 

the firft ftrong pofition he had taken in the 

morning ; for they would never have fought to 

fight him there, as it would Ijiave been too 

much to their difadvantage ; but he wiflied to 

fliew that his people were men of courage, and 

)iad little fear of their enemies. 
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CHAP. XLIV. 

THE BATTLE OF ROSEBECQUE, BETWEEN THE 
FRENCH AND FLEMINGS. — PHILIP VON ARTA- 
VELD IS SLAIN, AND HIS WHOLE ARMY DE- 
FEATED. 

THE three knights returned to the king of 
France and to his battalions, which had 
already been formed and were marching flowly 
in order of battle ; for there were many prudent 
and brave men, who had been long accuftomed 
to arms, in the van-guard, in the king's bat- 
talion, and in the rear-guard, who knew well, 
what they were to do, for they were the flower 
of chivalry in Chriftendom. Way was made 
for them; and the lord de CliiBbn fpoke firft, 
bowing to the king from his horfe, and taking 
off the beaver he wore, faying, ^Sire^ rejoice: 
thefe people are our own, and our lufty varlets 
will fight well with them/ ^Constable,' re- 
plied the king, * God affist you \ now advance, 
in the name of God and St. Denis.* 

The knights, before mentioned as the king's 

• body-guard, now drew up in good order. ^ The 

king created many new knights, as did different 

lords in their battalions, fo that feveral new 

banners were difplayed. 

It was ordered, that when the engagement 
was about to commence, the battalion of the 
king, with the oriflamme of France, fliould 
march to the front of the army, that the van 
and rear guards fhould form the two wings as 
fpeedily as poffible, and by this means inclofe 

and 



and straiten the Flemings, who were drawn op 
in the clofest order, and gain a great advantage 
over them. Notice of this intended movement 
was fent to tlie rear-guard, of which the count 
d'Eu, the count dc Blois, the count de St, Pol, 
the count de Harcourt, the count de ChJltillon 
and the lord de la Fere were commanders. 

The young lord de Haurel difplayed his ban- 
ner this day before the count de Blois, who aHb 
knighted fir Thomas d'Istre, and the bastard 
fir James de Hameth. According to the re- 
port of the heralds, there were this day created 
four hnndred and fixty-feven knights. 

The lord de Ciiffon, fir John de Vienne and 
fir William de Langres, having made their re- 
port to the king, left him and went to tfa^r 
post in the van-guard. Shortly afterwards, the 
oriflamrae was difplayed by fir Peter de VillierS 
who bore it. Some fay (as they find it written) 
that it was never before difplayed against Chrif- 
tians, and that it was a matter of great doubt 
during the march whether it fhould be dif- 
played or not. However, the matter having 
been fully confidered, they refolved to difplay 
it, becaufe the Flemings followed opinions con- 
trary to that of pope Clement, and called them- 
felves Urbanists; for which the French faid 
they were rebellious and out of the pale of the 
church. This was the principal caufe why it 
had been brought and difplayed in Flanders. 

The orifjamme* was a moft excellent ban- 
ner, 

* The oriflamme .wa« a facred banner carefully preferved 



I 
I 



i 



224 

ner, and had been fent from heaven with great 
mystery: it is a fort of gonfanon*, and is of 
much comfort in the day of battle to thofe who 
fee it. Proof was made of its virtues at this 
time ; for all the morning there was fo thick a 
fog that with difficulty could - they fee each 
other, but the moment the knight had difplayed 
it and raifed his lance in the air this fog in- 
stantly difperfed, and the fky was as clear as 
it had been during the whole year. 

The lords of France were much rejoiced when 
they faw this clear day, and the fun fhine, fo 
that they could look about them on all fides. 

It was a fine fight to view thefe banners, hel 
mets and beautiful emblazoned arms: the army 
kept a dead filence, not uttering a found, but 
eyed the large battalion of Flemings before 
them, who were marching in a compact body, 
with their staves advanced in the air, which 
looked like fpears, and, fo great were their 
numbers, they had the appearance of a wood. 

The lord d'Estonnenort told me, that he faw 
(as well as feveral others) when the oriflamme was 
difplayed, and the fog had difperfed, a white dove 
fly many times round the king's battalion. When 
it had made feveral circles, and the engagement 



of a red colour, and had the name of St. Dionyiius on it. 
This was never called out but on the moll urgent occafiohs, 
when the king himfelf was prcfent, and to be difplayed folely 
againft heretics. 

* Gonfanon was a fquare pennon fixed to the end of a 
lance: fuch are now ufed in Italy: and the bearer was 

called Gonfanonier^ or Gonfaloniere. 

was 



was about to begin, it perched on one of the 
king's banners : this was coiiiidered as a fortu- 
nate omen. 

The Flemings advanced fo near that they com- 
menced a cannonade with bars of iron, and quar- 
rels headed with brafs. Thus was the battie be- 
gun by Philip and his men againft the king's 
battalion, which at the outfet was very Iharp: 
for the Flemings, inflamed with pride and cou- 
rage, came on with vigour, and, piifhing with 
Ihoulders and breads like enraged wild boars, 
they were foilrongly interlaced one with tlie 
other, that they could not be broken, nor their 
ranks forced. 

By this attack, of cannons and bombardes, 
the lord d'Albaruin, banneret, Morlet de Haruin, 
and James Dore, on the fide of the French, were 
firft flaln,and the king's battalion obliged to fall 
back. But the van and rear guards pufhed for- 
ward, and, by inclofing the Flemings, ftraiten- 
ed them much. Upon the two wings tliefq men 
at arms made their attack ; and, with their well 
tempered lances of Bourdeaux, pierced through 
their coats of mail to the flefli. All who V^fX^ 
aflailed by them drew back to avoid the blvwfs. 
for never would thofe that efcaped return to.the 
combat: by this means, the Flemings were fo 
ftraitened that they could not ufe their ftaves 
to defend themfelves. They loft both ftreugth 
and breath, and, falling upon one another, were 
iiifled to death without ftrikilig a blow. 

Philip von Artaveld was furrounded, wounded 
by fpears, and beaten down, with numbers of 
the Ghent men who were his guards. When 
Vol. VI. Q ^V\K\i;;% 
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Philip''^ page faw the ill fuccefs of his country- 
men, being well mounted on his courfer, he fet 
off, and left his mailer, for he could not give him 
ahy affiftaiice, and Returned towards Courtray, 
on his way to Ghent. 

When the Flemings found themfelves inclofed 
on two fidelB, there was an end to the bufinefs, 
for they could not affiff each other. The king's 
battalioti, which had been fomewhat difordered 
at the beginniftg, now recovered. 

The men at artns knocked down the Flemings 
with all their might. They had well (harpened 
battle-axes, with which they cut through hel- 
mets and difbrained Jieads : others gave fuch 
blows with leaden maces that nothing cpuld 
Withft'and them, Scarcely were the Hemings 
overthrown before the pillagers advanced, who, 
mixing with the men at arms, made ufe of the 
large knives they carried, and finifhed flaying 
whoever fell into their hands, without more 
mercy than if they had been fo many dogs. 
The clattering on th6 helmets, by the axes and 
leaden maces, w'as fo loud, that nothing elfe 
c<ikuld be heard for the noife. I was told that if 
au''i5j|e armourers of Paris and Bruxelles had 
bete^there working at their trade, they could 
not have made a greater noife than thefe com- 
batants did on the helmets of their enemies ; for 
they ftruck with all their force, and fet to their 
work with the greateft good will. 

Some, indeed, prefled too forward into the 
crowd, and were furrounded and iflain : in par- 
ticular fir Louis de Goufalz, a knight from Berry, 
and fir Jleton de Reniel. There were feveral 
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more, which was a great pity, but m fiich a 
battle as this, where fuch numbers were engag- 
ed, it is not poflible for victory to be obtained 
without being dearly bouglit ; for young knights 
and fquires, eager to gain renown, willingly run 
into perils in hopes of honour. 

The crowd was now fo great, and fo dange- 
rous for thofe inclofed in it, that the men at ' 
arms, if not inftautly aOilied, could not raife 
themfelves when once down. By this were fe- 
veral of the French killed and fmothered ; but 
they were not many, for when in danger they 
helped each other. There was a large and high 
mount of the Flemings who were (lain ; and 
never was there feen fo little blood fpilt at fo 
great a battle,, where fuch numbers were killed. 

When thofe in the rear faw the front fail, and 
that they were defeated, they were greatly afto- 
niflied, and began to throw away their staves 
and armour, to di/band and fly towards Cour- 
tray and other places, not having any care but 
to fave themfelves if poffible. The Bretons and 
French purfued tbeni into ditches, alder groves 
and heaths, where they fought with and fle' 
them. Numbers were killed in the purfuit, be- 
tween the field of battle and Courtray, whither 
they were flying in their way to Ghent. 

This battle on Mont d'Or took place the 
27th day of November, on the Thurfday before 
Advent, in the year of grace 13S2 ; and at that 
time the king of France was fourteen years of 
age. , 

a 9 cti.vv.l 
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CHAP. XLV. 



TIIE NtJMBER OF SLAIN AT THE BATTLE OF 
ROSEBECQfTE AND PURSUIT AFTERWARDS. — 
PHILIP VON ARTAVELD IS HANGED AFTER HE 
WA5 DEAD. — THE SIEGE OF OUDENARDE LS 
RAISED. — PETER DU BOIS RETREATS T0\ 
GHENT. — THE KING OF FRANCE FIXES HIS. 
QUARTERS IN THE TOWN OF COURTRAY. 

THUS were the Flemings defeated on Monrt 
d'Or, their pride humbled, and Philip von 
Artateld flain ; and with him nine thoufand men 
from Ghent and its dependencies, (according to 
the report of the heralds) on the fpot, not includ- 
iligthofe killed in the purfuit, which amounted to 
twertty-five thoufand more. This battle, from 
the beginning to the defeat, did not last more 
than half an hour. The event was very honour- 
able to all Christendom, as well as to the nobility 
and gentry; for had thofe low-bred peafants 
fucceeded, there would hate been unheard-of 
cruelties practifed, to the destruction of all gen- 
tlemen, by the common people who had every 
where rifen in: rebellion. Nowi>let us think of 
the Parifians : what they will fay, when they hear 
the news of the defeat of the Flemings at Rofe- 
>ecque, and the death of Philip von Artaveld 

* their 
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their leader? They will not be much rejoiced 
more than feveral other large towns. 

"When this battle was completely finifhed, they 
allowed time for the purfiiers to collect together, 
and founded the trumpets of retreat, for each ' 
to retire to his quarters, as was proper. Tlie , 
van-guard halted beyond the king's battalion, ■ 
where the Flemings were quartered on the Wed- 
nefday, and made themfelves very comfortable; 
for there was a fufficiency of provifion in the 
king's army, befides the purveyances which 
came from Ypres. They made, the enfuing 
night, brilliant fires in different places, of the 
staves of the Flemings : whoever wiflied for any 
conld collect fuflicient to load his back. c 

When the king of France arrived at his camp, 
where his magnificent pavilion of red lilk'had 'I 
been pitched, artd when he had been difarmed, i 
bis uncles, and many barons of France came, as ■ 
was right, to attend on him. Philip von Arta- 
veld then came into his mind, and he faid; ' If 
Philip is dead or alive, I Ihould like to fee him.' 
They replied-, 'they would have a fearch made 
for him.' It was proclaimed through the army, 
that whoever fliould difcover the body of Philip ■ 
von Artaveld, iliould receive one hundred francs. | 
Upon this the varlets examined the dead, who .. 
were all stripped, or nearly fo, and Philip - 
through avarice, was fo strictly fought after," 
that he was found byavarlet, who had formerly 
ferved him fome time, and who knew him perfect- 
ly. He was dragged before the king's pavilion. 
Theking locked at him for fome time, as did the 



^0 

other lords. He was turned over and oyer to fee 
if he had died of wounds, but they found none 
that could have caufed his death. He had been 
fqyeezed in the crowd, and, falling into aditch> 
numbers of Ghent men fell upon him, wha died 
in «his company. 

When they had fufficiently viewed him, he 
was taken from thence' and hanged on a tree. 
Such was the end of Philip von Artaveld. 

Sir Daniel de Haluin who, with his knights 
and fquires, had held out Oudenarde fo highly 
to his honour, knowing well that the kin^ of 
France was in Flanders, and that there would be 
a battle with the Flemings, lighted, late at night 
on the WedneftUty preceding the battle, fou r 
torches, which he hoifled above the walls, as a \ 
ilgnal that the fiege would be raifed. 

About midnight, on the Thurfday, news was 
brought to the lord of Harzelles and the others, 
that their army had been completely routed, 
and Philip von Artaveld flain. Upon tjiis they 
instantly broke up the fiege, and majrched away 
for Ghent, leaving behind them the greater part 
of their stores, each running as fast as he could 
to Ghent. The garrifon of Oudenarde was ig- 
norant of this retreat, and remained fo until the 
morrow-morning. On being informed of it they 
fallied out, and carried into Oudenarde great 
pillage of knives, carriages and storey, which 
they found hid. 

On Thurfday e\'ening, intelligence ^rivedat 
Bruges of the defeat of the army, and of every 
thing being lost. They were more, astpoifhqd 

than 
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than ever, and faid among themfelves ; 'Our 
destruction is now come upon us : if the Bretons 
ihould advance hither and enter oiir town, we 
fliall be itillaged and murdered, lor they will 
fpare none.' Upon this, the townfpeople, of 
both fexes, collected their jewels ami most pre- 
cious effects, and began to embark in veffels, to 
fave themfelves by fea, in Holland or Zealand, 
or wherever fortune fliould carry them. In this 
manner were they employed four days-, and you 
would not have found in all the hotels of Bruges 
one filver fpoon. Every thing was packed up 
for fear of the Bretons. 

When Peter du Bois, who was confined to his 
bed from the wounds he had received at Com- 
mines, heard of the defeat of the army, and death 
of Philip von Artaveld, and how much tlie in- 
habitants of Bruges were alarmed, he did not 
think himfelf very fafe, and therefore declared 
he would fet out from Bruges and return to 
Ghentj for he thought that Ghent would be 
much frightened : he therefore ordered a litter 
for himfelf, as he could not ride. 

You must know, that when the news arrived 
at Ghent of the great lofs of their men, the death 
of Philip von Artaveld, and the destruction of 
their army, they were fo much cast down, that if 
the French on the day of the battle, or even on 
the Friday or Saturday, had advanced to Ghent 
before Peter du Bois arrived there, they would 
have opened the gates to them, without any 
oppofition, and fubmitted to their mercy. 

But 
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But the French did not attend to this^ think- 
ing themfelves perfectly masters fince Philip 
was dead; and that the Ghent men would, of 
their own aco^^* ^ furrender themfelves to the 
lying's mercy. ' ThiB meafure, however, they did 
not adopt. On the contrary, they alone carried 
. oil the war with gi;eater vigour and bittemeis 
than before, as you will hear related in -the con- 
tinuance of this history. 

On the Friday the king diflodged from Rofe- 
becque, or^ account of the stench of the dead : 
';he was advifed to advance to Courtray to refrefli 
himfelf. The halze* and fome knights and 
fquires who well knew the country, mounting 
.their horfes, entered the town of Courtray full 
gaUop 5 for there was not any oppolition made. 
The women, both rich and poor, and many men 
alfo, ran into cellars and churches to fave them- 
felves, fo that it was a pitiful fight. 

Thofe who first entered Courtray gained con- 
fiderably by the pillage. The French and Bre- 
tons next c^me there, ^.nd lodged themfelves as 
they entered. The king of France made his 
entry the first day of December. 

A strict fearch was now made over the town 
for the Flemings who had hid themfelves, and no 
man was admitted to mercy, for the French 
hated them as much as they were hated by the 
townfpeople, on account of a battle which had 

♦ This name has puzzled me very much :* I cannot find it 
in any dicti6nary. It is called, both in MSS. and print, 
Hafe, Haze, Hazal^ and Halze. 

formerly 
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formerly been fought before Courtray, when the 
connt Robert d'Artois and all the flower of 
the French nobility were flain. 

The king had heard that there was in a 
chapel of the virgin in Courtray five hundred 
gilt fpurs, which had belonged to the knights 
of France who had periflied at the battle of 
^Courtray in the year 1302, and that the inha- 
bitants every year kept a grand folemnity, by 
way of triumph, for the fuccefs of this battle. 
He declared he would make them pay for it ; 
and, on his departure, would give up the town to 
fire and flame: fothat thev fluould remember, in 
times to, come, that the king of France had 
been there. 

Soon after the arrival of the king and his 
lords at Courtray, fir Daniel de Haluin, with' 
fifty lances front the garrifon of - Oudenarde, 
came thither to pay their refpects to the king. 
They were very.gracioufly received by him and 
his lords j and, after ftaying there one day, they 
returned to their companions in Qudenarde. 
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raUGES SUBMFTS TO THE KING'S MEKCY. — 
THE COUNT DE BLOIS GUARDS TEE COUN- 
TRY OF HAINAULT FRCm BEING PHXAGED. 
— THE INHABITANTS OF GHENT GAIN COU- 
RAGE FROM PETE^ BU BOIS. 

THE Bretons and the yan-gnaid fliewed very 
plainly the great defire they had to march 
t6 Brages and to divide the fpo3 among them* 
felres, for they were quartered between Ton- 
rout and 'Bruges. The earl of Flanders^ who 
had an affection for the town of Bruges^ and 
who would have been forry for its deftruction, 
had ftrong fufpicions of their defigns. He had 
received inteHigence of what was going forward 
in Bruges, and how very much they were fright- 
ened. He therefore took companion on them, 
and fpoke to his fon, the duke of Burgundy, 
remonftrating with him, that if the town of 
Bruges (hould throw itfelf on the king's mercy, 
it ought not to be refufed : for, if the Bretons 
or others were permitted to enter it, it would be 
irrecoverably ruined. The duke agreed to this. 
Now it happened that, during the king's refi- 
dence at Courtray, the inhabitants of Bruges, 
who were in great alarms and knew not whether 
to quit their town or wait tjie event, determined 
to fend two friars to the king, to folicit a paff- * 

port 



port for twelve of the principal inhabitants to 

twait on his majefty and lay their cafe before 

Ifaim. 

The monks came to Courtray and fpoke with 

. the king and his council, and the earl of Flan- 
ders, who foftened the bulinefs as much as he 
could. Tlie king granted the pafTport for the 
twelve citizens to come and return, and faid he 
would willingly bear them. 

On the return of the monks to Bruges, twelve 
deputies fet out, under the paffport tliey had 
brought, and came to the king at Courtray, 
where they found him accompanied by his un- 
cles. They cafl: themfelves on their knees, and 
entreated him to accept them for his fubjects ; 
that they were his men, and the town was at 
his mercy; but begged him, for the love of 
God, to have pity on them, and not fuffer die 
town to be deflroyed or pillaged ; for, if it were, 
too many pcrfons would be rumed. With re- 
gaitl to having oppofed their lord, they had 
been forced to it by Philip von Artaveld and the 
Ghent men ; for they had always loyally acquit- 
ted themfelves to the earl. 

The king heard this fpeech through the inter- 
pretation of the earl of Flanders, who s^as 
prefent, and who on lus knees entreated for 
tiiem. 

It was explained to the citizens of Brugesj 

* that it would be neceflary to fetasfy the Bretons 
and men at arms who were encamped between 
Tourout and Bruges, and that th^e was no 
other means of doing fo but with money 

Upon this, negotiations were eutevei uya-o. 
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^s to the fum : at firlS;, two hundred thoufand 
francs were demanded; but it was reduced at 
laft to fix fcore thoufand francs, fixty thoufand 
of which they were to pay down, and the re- 
mainder at Candlema^; for which the king af- 
fured them peace 3 - but they furrender^, them- 
felves fimply as liege men to the king of France 
by faith and homage. 

By this means' was the good to^Ti of Bruges 
prevented from being pillaged. The Bretons 
were much vexed at it, for they thought to have 
»had their fhare; and fome of them faid, when 
they heard peace had been made, that this war 
in Flanders was not worth anything; that they 
had gained too little pillage, and that it did not 
end well for them; adding,— *. But when we 
Yeturn home, it (hall be through the country of 
Hainault; and duke Albert, who governs it, has 
.not aflifled his coufin the earl of Flanders, but 
has acted in a double manner. It will be right 
that we pay him a vifit : for* Hainault is a rich 
and plentiful country: befides, we fhall not 
■find any one to obftruct our paffage, and we 
may there make amends for our lofles and ill 
paid wages.* 

There was a time when thofe of this opinion 
amounted to twelve hundred fpears, Bretons, 
Burgundians, Savoyards and others. You may 
fuppofe the charming country of Hainault was 
in jeopardy. The gallant count de Blois, who 
was one of the greateft lords of the rear-guard, 
and of the king's council, heard of this^ intend- 
ed march, and that the Bretons, Burgundians 
and others, who only looked for pillage,, me- 

^Najced 



Baced the fair country- of I-iainault; lie took 
i^nmediate lieps to prevent it, faying, it was 
not to be fuffercd that fo fine a country fliould 
;be overrun and pillaged. 

He I'unimoned to his lodgings his coufins, 
the count de la Marche, the count de St. Pol, 
the lord de Coney, the loid d'Anghien and 
fevera! more, all holding lands in Hainault, and 
iwho had come thither to ferve the king, and 
'remoiiftrated with them, that they ought not 
"by any means to fulTer the good country of 
^ainault, whence they had fprung, and where 
■they had ellates, to be pillaged in any way 
whatever; for, with regard to the war, Hainault 
had not been in the leaft wanting, but had moft 
loyally affifted the king in this expedition with 
its barons, and, before the king came into Flan- 
ders, it had aided the earl of Flanders with its 
knights and fquires, who had ihut themfelves 
in Oudenarde and Dendremonde, at the riik 
of their lives and fortunes. 

The count de Blois exerted himfelf fo much, 
and gained fo many partifans, that all thofe 
meafnres were broken, and Hainault remained 
in peace. This gallant lord performed another 
! noble fervice. There was in Flanders a knight 
called the lord d'Efquemine, who from afiec- 
tion to a relation of his, called Daniel Bufe, kille4- 
in Valenciennes by his own fault, had declaied 
fiewouldmake waronandharrafsthattown. He 
had done fo, and threatened to infult it still 
more, being feconded by many friends inclined 
toevilj for it was reported thut he had collect, 
«d full five hundred fpears, who would follovt 
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him into Haitiatdt to attack the town of Vateh- 
oiennes, in which they faid he wai juftiiBed. 
But when the count de Bhitf heard of it, he 
went to him nobly aecompsinied, and ordered 
the knight not to dare enter Haiqault, nor to 
conduct any men at arms into the countries of 
hid coufln duke Albert, other wife he ihQuld piay 
dearly for it. This gallant count went further, 
and made the khight his particular friend, and 
obfeqnions to himfelf and the l6rd de Coney j 
and thus was that town kept in peace. Such 
fervices did the count de Blbis to Hainault 
and Videncienhes, for which he gained great 
love and affection, but particularly from Valen- 
ciennes. 

The lords and the men at arms ftill remained 
in and about Courtray, for they knew not whe- 
ther the king would march to Ghent or not. 
The French imagined, that wheii Bruges had far- 
rendered itfelf to the king's mercy, Ghent would 
do the fame, fince it had loft its leader, and fuch 
numbers of men at the battle 6f Rofebecque. 
In truth', for three days, the inhabitants were 
well inclined fo to do, and knew not how to act: 
to quit the town and leave every thing, or to 
fetid the keys to the king, and furrende^ them- 
felves t6 his mercy. They were fo cortipletely 
caft down that there was neither nnion nor ftea- 
dinefs among them. The lord de Harzelles, 
though in the town, was incapable of ' giving 
them comfort. 

When Peter du Bois arrived, he fefmd thfe 
gates open without any guards^ whi6fa inudh 
^rprifedhim^ and he aflted^ whyikef' did not 
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•better guard the town. Thofe who came to 
him, and who were much rejoiced at his arrival, 
replied; *Ah, fir, what can we do ? You know 
we have had our good captain (lain ; and, by 
an exact account, the town of Ghent baa loft, 
without counting ftrangers, full nine thoufand 
men. This lofs touches us fo nearly that we 
have no hopes left.' 

' Ye foolilh people,' anfvvered Peter du Bols, 
' are ye thus thunderftruck when the war is not 
near over, nor the town of Ghent fo famous as 
fhe fliall be ? If Philip is dead, it has been by 
bis own violence. Clofe your gates, and think 
of preparing to defend yourfelves. Ye do not 
fuppofe that the king of France will come here 
this winter-time; and before the proper feafon 
fiiall arrive, we fljall have gained reinforce- 
ments from our friends in Holland, Zealand, 
Gnelderland, Brabant and other places. We 
can have men enough for our money. Francis 
Atremen, who is now in England, will foon re- 
turn, and he and I will be your Captains. The 
war has never been fo ferious, or fo well conduct- 
ed, as we will have it. We are much better 
alone than joined by all Flanders ; for while we 
had the coimtry with us, we knew not how to 
make war. Let us now attend to the bufinefs 
ourfelves, and we fliall perform greater exploits 
than have hitherto been done.* 

By fach fpeeches as this did Peter du Bois 
rally the caft-down inhabitants of Ghent, who 
would, without doubt, have furrendered them- 
felves unconditionally to the king of France, if 
Peter du Bois had not been there. So mMt'a. 
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depends upon t)ie courcige and abflity of a * 
fingle man. 

When the Ghent uien (aw five orfix days pafe 
over without any atten^pl bein^ made on their 
town, nor any appearance of a liege, they re- 
covered their courage, and became mpre pre- 
fumptuous than before. 
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THE TREATY BETWEEN THE ENGLISH. ANI> 
FLEMINGS IS BROKEN. — THE KING OF FRANCE 
DEPARTS FROM FLANDERS. v 

YOU have before heard how fir William Fre- 
miton, having been fent by the king of 
England and his council with letters to the 
principal towns in Flanders on the fubject of 
the intended treaties between them, had remain- 
ed at Calais, and with him Francis Atremen 
and the fix citizens of Ghent. When the Flem- 
ings heard of the defeat at Rofiebecque> they 
were fo much aftoniflied, that the Englifli knight 
faw he had no occafion to proceed further, for 
there was an end of the treaty. He therefore 
took his letters without having fealed them, and ' 
returned to England as fpeedily as he could, to 
relate the particulars of this event. 

The nobles of England were not forry on hear- 
ing it; for they faid> that if the commonalty of 
Flanders had been victorious over the king of 
France, and his nobility had been flain» the pride 
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of the common people would hitve been fo great 
that all gentlemen would have had caufe to lament 
it, for appearances of infurrections had been 
Ihewn ill England. 

The Flemings, who had been fent to London 
with Francis Atremen, were much call down, 
and, haftily embarking at Calais, failed to Mid- 
dlebourg in Zealand. Tiie deputies returned to 
their different towns, and Francis Atremen and 
his companions got to Ghent as well as they were 
able, through Zealand, but not until the king 
of Fmnce bad left Flanders. 

During the refidence of tlie king of France in 
Courtray, many councils were held, to determine 
whether they ihould lay fiege to Gbent or not. 
The king was well inclined for fo doing, as were 
tlie Bretons and Burgundians, But the lords of 
tlie council, as it was now the heart of winter, 
coniidercd, that no effectual war could be carried 
on, and that the knights were much weakened 
and harraffed by the cold ; that, as the rivers 
round Ghent were wide and deep, it would be 
time thrown away to attempt the fiege: betides, 
the chiefs were alfo worn down by the rains, the 
cold, and lying on the ground, fo that, every 
thing confidered, the king was advifed to return 
to Toumay, where he might recruit himfelf and 
keep his Chriftmas. Thofe from the more diftant 
parts, fuch asAuvergne, Danphiny, Savoy and 
Bui^undy, were to march quietly into their own 
countries. But the king and his council wiftied 
the Bretons, Normans and French to remain with 
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liim and the conitable ; for^ as he could depend 
on them, he intended eiriploying them againil the 
Parifians, who had been fo bufy in forging ar- 
mour, to make them behave better than they had 
hitherto done, lince the coronation of the. king. 

When the king of France depart^ from 
Courtray, he was not forgetful, any more than his 
lords, of the gilt fpurs which had beenhimgup 
in a church at Courtray, and which had belonged 
to the French nobility who had fallen with Robert 
d'Artois at the battle of Courtray. The king 
therefore ordered the town to be burnt and de- 
ftroyed. The earl of Flanders, on hearing of 
<his, went to the king, in hopes of remedying 
it, and flung himfelf on his knees, begging of 
him to recal his orders; but the king anfwered, 
he would do no fuch thing. The earl dared not 
^enew his requeft, but went away to his lodgings 
before thev were fet on fire. 

The duke of Burgundy had taken down a 
curious clock which ftruck the hours, the hand- 
fomeft that was to be feen on either fide of the fea, 
which he had caufed to be packed up^ and pla- 
ced on carts with its bell, and carried to Dijon, 
where it was placed, and there firikes the hours 
day and night. 

After the king had quitted the town, it was 
hardily treated ; for it was burnt and defirpyed 
without mercy : and many knights, fquires^ men 
at arms, fine children, both boys aqd girk^ W^re 
carried away as flaves, to be ranfomed^ The king 
rode on to Tournay, where he was (hewn every 

refpect 



refpect due to him, and fixed his quarters at the, 
abbey of Saint Martin. The inhabitants werQr 
all drefled in white with three green bars on oqb 
fide : and proper houfes were allotted to the lords. 
The king was at Saint Martins: and his att^ndf 
ants occupiedone quarterofthetown. ThedujfiP 
de Berry was lodged in the palace of the bishoftj 
thedulie de Bourbon at the crown ; the dul^e 
Burgundy at the Golden Head; the conftable al 
St, James's Head. 

Proclamation was made for none to do any, 
damage to the good people of Tournay, under 
nain of death, nor take any thing without 
ing for it, nor to enter the country of Harnai 
with intent of doing mifchief. All thefe ordei 
were obferved. The lords refreshed themfelv 
there with their men ; but tliofe from the difta 
parts returned to their homes through Lill 
Douay and Valenciennes. The coimt de Bli 
took leave of the king and his uncles, and of hi 
companion the count d'Eu, and retired to tiiff 
inheritance in Hainault. He stopped one day'^ 
and night at Valenciennes, where he was 
magnificently entertained ; for he had gained 
the affection of the inhabitants, as well in gra- 
titude for the fervices he had rendered by pi 
venting the Bretons, Burgundians and Sav< 
ards, from putting their intentions into execution' 
of overrunning the country, as in regard to fir 
Thierry d'Efquemine, vvho iiad long kept them 
in alaj-m, and who, by having put himfelf un- 
der the obedience of the count ajid the lord de. 
i.CQUCy^ had given them peace. 
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The count de Blois left Valenciennes and went 
to Liandrecies, where hepaffed fome iinae, with 
the lady Mary his wife and his fon Louis, in re- 
ciivering himfelf from his fatigues. The follow- 
ing fummer he went to Kois; but the counted 
and her fon continued in Hainault, and lived the 
greater part of the time at Beaumont. 



CHAP. XLVIII. 

I 

VAIN ATTEMPTS , MADE FOR PEACE BETWEEN 
THE KING OF FRANCE AND GHENT. — THE 
KING, ON HIS RETLfRN TO PARIS, ORDERS 
THE CHAINS TO BE TAKEN AWAY THAT BAR- 
RICADED THE STREETS. — HE SEVERELY PU- 

^ NISHES THE PARISIANS. 

•TpHE count de la Marche and fir James de 
^ Bourbon, his brother, left Toumay to re- 
fresh themfelves at their caiile in Hainault. 
The lord Guy de Laval, a Breton, went to 
Cheure in Hainault, w^hich is divided between 
fir Robert de Namur and himfelf. The lord 
de Coucy stopped at Mortaigne pn the Scheldt 
where he reiied himfelf and his men: but the 
greater part of the time he was with the king 
at Tournay. 

The count de St. Pol was commiflioned to cor- 
rect the Urbanists of the town, which was re- 
ported to contain many. Several were difcover- 
ed, and wherever found, even in the church of 
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Notre Dame, theyAverearrelled, cad into jHifmi, 
and paid deai'ly for their liberty. By tliis means 
* ihe count de St. Pol amafledj in a very few dayt 
^4even thoufand francs; for none obtained tlieir 
fiiberty without paying, or giving very good fe- 
I curity for fo doing. 

During the king's refidence at Tournay, the 
Lmen of Ghent had a paffport granted them to 
»come thither and return. There were hopes they 
'would have been pardoned ^ but, during the con- 
ferences wliich were ho)dcn, they were as proud 
and liardened as if tliey liad been tlie conquerors 
■at the battle of Rofebecque. 

They declared, indeed, that they would wH- 
Ljingly put tUemfelves under the obedience of the 
I king, and wonld form part of the domain of 
k France, under the jurifdiction of Paris; but that 
hey would never acknowledge for their lord earl 
^iouis, becaufe they conld never love him for the 
fc^reat raifchiefs he bad done them. 

Several attempts were made to obtain a peace 
f between the king and \m council with thefe de- 
■'putiesi but, notwithftanding the interference of 
forae wife prelates, they could not get from them 
any other anfwer. They declared to the pre- 
lates, that if they were to live in fuch peril as 
would turn the town upfidc down for three or 
four years, they would never alter tlieir minds. 
They were told they might return when they 
•■pleaied; upon which, they departed from Tour- 
"Say to Ghent, and things remained in a Hate of 
war. 
The king of France and his lord* took great 
pains 
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pains that all Flanders (hould become Clementifis 
and obey pope Clement : but the principal towns 
were as ftrongly inclined to Urban as .the earl , 
that they could not be moved. They replie d, 
through the eari's council, that they would con- 
fider of it, and give a determined anfwer before 
Easter : the bufinefs, therefore, was held over 
tiU then. 

« 

The king of France kept his Christmas at 
Toumay : and, when he departed, he appointed 
the noble lord de Guistelles governor of Bruges, 
the lord de Saint Py governor of Ypres, the lord 
de Guistelles chief regent of Flanders, and fir 
John de Jumont governor of Courtray, whither 
the king fent two hundredT Bretons and other 
'men at arms, and to garrifon Ardembourg. Sir 
William de Laumeghienwas ncnninated to Onde- 
narde with about one hundred lances for his 
garrifon. Thus were all the ftrong places in 
Fianders provided with men at arnis and ftores, to 
enable them to carry on the war during the 
winter upon the enemy's garrifons. 

Thefe things being arranged, ^the king fet out 
from Tournay for Arras, attended by his uncles 
and the earl of Flanders. During the refidence 
of the king at Arras, the city ran a great rifk of 
being pillaged by the Bretons, to whom large 
fums were due for their pay, and who had fought 
hard in this campaign : they were much dif- 
contented with the king, and it was with fome 
difficulty they were reftraihed. The conftable 
and marfhals of France appeafed them, ^py pro 
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inifmg that their whole pay (hoald be com. 
pletely paid them at Paris; and, with the lord 
Louis de Sancerre and tiie lord de Blainville, 
pledged themfelvcs for the performance. 

Upon this the king departed, following the 
road to Peronne. The earl of Flanders took his 
leave of the king, and returned to Lille, where 
he refided. The king continued his route through 
Peronne, Noyon, Compiegne, to Scniis, where 
he flopped. The army took up their quarters in 
the villages between Senlis and Means in Brie, 
and upon the river Marne and round St. Denis 
fo that the whole country was filled with men at 
arms. The king having left Senlis for Paris, 
ordered his officers to make ready the louvre, 
where he intended to difmonnt. His'three uncles 
did the fame, fending their fervants to prepare 
their hotels, as did other lords. This they were 
advifed to, by way of precaution j for the king 
and his lords had been counfelled not to enter 
Paris fuddenly, as the Parifians were not to be 
depended on, but to obferve what countenance 
they would fliew, and what preparations they had 
made againft the king's return. The king's ofr 
ficers, and the fervants of the other lords, were 
ordered, if any (juefiions were aiked about the 
king, and if he were coming, to reply, ' Yes, 
truly: he will be here inftautly.' 

The Parifians, on learning this, refolvcdto arm 
themfelves, and fhew the king, on his entrance 
into Paris, the force that was in the city armed 
from head to foot, ready for him, if he pleafed. 
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t6 difpofe of. It would have been better for them 
to have remained quiet in their houfes, for this 
difplay coft them dearly. They faid they had 
done it with good intentions^ but it was taken in 
an oppolite fenfe.. 

The king lodged at Louvres*, and from thence 
went to Bourgetf : it was immediately reported in 
Paris, that the king would be inftantly there : 
upon which, upwards of twenty thoufand Parifi- 
ans armed themfelves and took the field, and drew 
up in a handfome battalion between St. Ladre 
and Paris, on the fide of Montmartre. Their crofs- 
bowmen had large fhields and mallets, and all 
were prepared as for inilant combat. The king 
was ftill at Bourget, with his lords, when this 
n?ws was brought them, and an account of the 
' iiate of Paris. * See,* faid the lords, ' the pride 
and prefumptionof this mob! what are they now 
making this difplay for ? if they had thus come 
to ferve the king when he fet out for Flanders, 
. they would have done well ; but their heads were 
• only Huffed with prayers to God, that none of us 
might return.* To thefe words fome, who would 
have been glad to have gone further and attacked 
the Parifians, added,—* if the king be, well ad- 
vifed, be will not put himfelf into the hands of 



♦ Louvres, — a town in the Ifle of France, five leagues from 
Senlis, fix from Paris. 

t Bourget, — a fmall to\ni in the Ifle of France, about a 
l<?ag^ue from Paris, 
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fuch people, who meet him fully armed when 
they ought to have come in all humility, with a 
procefsion, ringing the hells of Paris, and retiu'n- 
ing thanks to God for the grand victory he has 
been pleafetl to give us in Flanders,' 

The lords were fomewhat puzzled how to act : 
■at laft, it was determined that the conftable of 
France, the lord d'Alhreth, the lord de Coucy, 
Sir Guy de la Trimouille and Sir John de Vienne 
fhould go to fpeak with them, and demajid the 
reafon why they had come out of Paris in fuch 
a body, armed from head to foot, to meet their 
king ; for that fuch a proceeding had never he- 
fore been known in France, Thefe lords were 
prepared to-wrfwer, whatever might be their re- 
ply to this qneftion; for they were fully capable 
to manage a bufniefs, had it been of ten times 
the importance. 

They fetont from the king unarmed, and, to 
give a pretext to their mifsion, they took with 
them three or four heralds, whom they ordered 
to ride forward, faying; * Go to thofe people 
and demand from them a iwfTport for our coming 
to them and our return, as we are ordered to 
parley with them, and tell them the king's com- 
mands.' The heralds flicking fpiirs into their 
horfes, foon came up to the Parifians. When 
the Parifians faw them coming, they never 
thought they were ordered to fpeak with them, 
but that they were going to Paris, like men who 
wilhed to get there before hand. 

The heralds, who had their emblazoned ta- 
bards 
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bards oDj aiked, w'Hkt a loud voice^ ^ Where are 
the chiefs ? where are the chie& ? Who among 
you are captains ? becaufe it is to them our lords 
have feat us.' Thefe words made fome of. the 
Parifians percei?e they had acted wrongs and, 
bowing their heads> replied ^ ^ There are no 
chie& here : we are but one, and under the com- 
mand* <^ our lord the king. Speak,' in the name 
of Gody wliat you have to iky.' - 

^ My lords,' anfwered the hjralds; * our lords 
(naming them) have fent us hither; for they can- 
not conceive what are yowr intentions ; and to 
require that they may peaceably and without peril 
come hither and fpeak with you, and return to 
the king with fuch an anfwer as you (hall give 
them; for otherwife they are afiraid to come.' 

* By my troth,' replied thofe to whom this 
fpeech had been addreflJed, ^ there was no need 
to fay this to us, unlels it came from their noble 
minds; but we think you are laughing at us.' 

* We have told you nothing but the truth,' faid 
the heralds. ' Well then,' replied the Parifians, 

* go and tell them they may come hither in per- 
fect fafety ; for they fliall have no harm from us, 
who are ready to obey their commands.' 

The heralds returned to their lords and related 
what you have juft read. The four barons then 
advanced, attended by the heralds, to the Parifi- 
ans, whom they found drawn up in very hand- 
fome battle-array . They were upwards of twenty 
thoufand. As thefe lords rode by them, ex- 
amining and praifing, in their own minds, their 
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; .liandfome appearance; the Parifians bowed as 
\' .they pafled. When they were arrived in the 
' centre, they flopped ; and tlie conftable, addreff- 
I ing thein, faid with a I'jud voice, ' You people of 
j , Paris, what can have induced yoii thus to quit 
I your town in fuch array ? It would feem that, 
t thus drawn up, you were deiirous of combating 
[ the king, your lord, you who are his fubjects.' 
I ' My lord,' replied thofe who heard hlni, 

; . * under you favour we have no fuch intentions, 
1 nor ever had. We have come out in this man- 
i . ner, fmce you pleafe to know it, to difplay to our 

lord the kipg, the force of the Parifians, for he 
\ . is very young and has never feen it ; and, if he 
I fliould not be made acquainted with it, he can 

never know what fcrvice he may draw from ug 
I . should there be occafion.' 

i ' Well, gentlemen,' anfwcred the conftable, 
I ' you fpeak fairly ; but we tell you from the king, 
' - that at this time he does not wish to fee. it, and 

what you have done has been fufficient for him. 

Return therefore, inftantly to Paris, e^ch man 

to his own houfe, and lay afide yoiu- arms, if 
[ you wifli the king fliould come thither.' * My 

lord,' replied the Parifians, ' we will cheerfully 
. obey your orders.' 
I , The Parifians upon this marched back to Paris, 

and each went to his houfe to difarm himfelf. 

The four barons returned to the , king, and re- 
_ ported to him and his council the words you have 
1^ heard. It was then ordered that the king and 
■.ids uncles, with the principal lords; should enter 
Paris 
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Paris with fome mca at amis, but that the msiiii 
body should remain near the city, to keep tfce 
Parifians in awe. 

The lord de Coucv and the marshal de San- 
vetre were ordered to take the gates off the binges 
from the principal ^ates of St. Denis and St. 
^larcel immediately on the king's entrance into 
Paris, fo that the gates might be open day and 
night for the men at arms to ' enter the more 
eaiily, and mailer the Parifians should there be 
any necessity for it. They alfo commanded the 
chains which were thrown acrois the ftreets to 
be taken away, that the cavalry might pafs^ 
through the ftreets without danger or oppofition. 
Thefe orders were punctually obeyed. 

The king made his entrance into Paris and 
lodged at the Louvre, and his uncles ^th him : 
the other lords went to their own hotels, at leaft 
thofe who poffeffed any. The gates were taken 
off the hinges, and the beams which had been 
laid under the tower of the gates, with the chains 
firom the ftreets were carried to the palace. 

The Parifians, feeing this, were in great alarm, 
and fo fearftd of being punished that none dared 
to venture out of doors, nor to open a window ; 
they remained in this fituation for three days: ia 
great fright left they should receive more harm 
than they had done. It coft them feveral large 
fums; for thofe whom they wished to mark, were 
fent for one at a time, to the council chamber, 
where they were fined; fome fix thoufand, others 
three, others one -, fo that they exacted from the 
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city of Pajris^ to the profit of the king, hia uncles, 
and mioifters, the fum of four hundred thoufau^ . 
francs. They never aiked any but the prmci-." 
pal p(!;rfons as to their means of payment, whft_-* 
thought themfelves happy to el'cape with only a 
fine. They were ordered to carry their armour 
in bags, each man his own, to the caftle of 
[ Beaute, which is now called the caftle of Vin-i 
' Cennes, where they were thrown into the great 
tower, with the mallets. 

lathis manner were the Parifians puuiflied, as 
an example to the other towns of the kingdom of 
France. In addition, they were taxed with fub- 
fidies, aides, gabelles, fouages, with the twelfth 
and thirteenth penny, and many other vexations^ 
The flat country was alfo completely ranfacked.3 



CHAP. XLIX. 
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^SEVERAL OF THE PRINCIPAL CITIZENS OF PARIS 
W' ARE BEHEADED WITH JOHN DES MARETS, AND 
W MANY OTHERS IN THE DIFFERENT TOWNS AND 
■ -, CITIES IN FRANCE. 

THE king and his council arrefted and threw 
into prifon whatever perfons they pleafed. 
Many were drowned ; but, in order to calm the 
fears of the others, proclamation was made in the 
king's name in all the ftreets and fquares of 
■Paris, that no one, under pain of death, fliould 
hurt the inhabitants, nor pillage their houfes. 
This 
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This proclamation greatly appeafedtheParifians. 
There were, however, carried to execution feverat 
of the inhabitants who had been condemned to 
death for having ftirred up the people : but it 
was with great aftoniftiment John des Mar^ts*^ 
was feen among the number; he was confidered 
as a wife and upright man; and fome fay he tras^ 
condemned unjuftly, for he was always known to 
have acted with the utmoft prudence, and wa» 
above all one of the greateftand wifeft roembert 
of the courts of law. He had ferved king Philip,, 
king John and king Charles, with fo much credit 
that no fault was found in him: neverthelefs, he 
was condemned to be beheaded, with twelve 
others in his company. 

As they were conducting him to his execution^ 
feated in a cart high above the others, he called 
out, ^ Where are thofe who have condemned me? 
Let them come forth, and juftify, if they can, 
the caufe and reafon why and wherefore they 
have judged me guilty of death/ He then ha- 
rangued the people, and thofe who were to fuf- 
fer with him, which made all pity him, but they 
dared not fpeak out. 

He was carried to the market-place in front of 
the town-houfe, where all who accompanied him 
were beheaded before bis eyes : in the number 



I m m^\ 



* John des Mar^ts was an upright man, a diflinguifhed 
magiftrate and arocat general. Hfe fuflfered from the htttred 
vof the dukes of Berry and Burguhdy^^ which wiu( vaof^ifiiriit' 
j^e to^nrardft htn>. , > • '^^t - r* •.<; 
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•Was Nichplas Flamaiid, a drapefj for whofe life 
forty thoufaiid francs had been offered in vain, 
When the executioner came tobeliead Johndes 
Maiets, he faid to lilm, ' Mafter John, beg for 
mercy of the king, that he may pardon you your 
crimes.' Upon which he turned, and faid, ' I 
' have ferved his greafgrandfatherkingPhilip, king 
John, and king Charles his father, faithfully and 
loyally ; and never did thefe three kings find fault 
y/iih me, nor would this king have done fo, if he 
had arrived at the wifdom and age of manhood. 
I firmly believe, that in my condemnation, he is 
not any ways culpable. I have not, therefore, any 
caufe to beg his mercy; but from God alone fliall 
1 beg it, and that he would forgive all my fms.' 

Upon this he took leave of all the people, who, 
for the greaterpart, were in tearsj andthusdied 
Mafter John des Mar^ts. 

In like manner were feveral executed in the 
city of Rouen, and many fined, in order to in- 
timidatethe people. At Rheims, Chalons, Troyes, 
Sens and Orleans, fimilar fcenes pafTed. The 
towns were heavily fined becaufe they had been 
difobedient at the commencement of this reign. 
Immenfe fums were thus raifed throughout the 
kingdom, and all went to tlie dukes of Beny and 
Burgundy, for the king was under tlieir manage- 
ment. However, to fay the truth, the conllable 
and marfhals had great part of it to pay tlie men 
at arms who had ferved in the expedition to 
Flanders. The lords and great barons of France, 
fuc.h as the count de Blois, the count de la Marche, 
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the count d'Eu, the count de St. Pol, the count 
de Harcourt, the count dauphin of Auvergne, 
the lord de Coucy and others, had granted to 
them ailignments on the royal domain, to raife 
as much as the king owed/ them for their fervices 
in Flanders, and to pay their men. I know not 
how thefe lords were paid their affignments, for 
very fhortly new taxes were impofed on thefe lands 
by orders from the king. Moil commonly the 
king's tax was insifled on being paid firft, and the^ 
lords were obliged to wait for their arrears. 



CHAP. L. 



THE GHENT MEN RENEW THE WAR. — THE EARL 
OF FLANDERS BECOMES AN OBJECT OF HATRED 
TO THE ENGLISH. 

\ 

YOU know that when the king of France de- 
parted from Courtray, the town of Ghent 
was ftill in a ftate of war. The governors of it at 
this time were Peter du Bois, Peter le Nuitre and 
Francis Atremen, who reinforced their army with 
foldiers who came from different countries, and 
were not in the leaftdifmayed with their situation, 
but as frefti and vigorous as ever. Thefe captains 
heard that there was ^ garrifon of Bretons and Bur- 
gundiagis in the town of Ardembourg, and there- 
fore determined to pay them a visit. Accordingly 
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Francis Ataremea marched from Glient with 
three fcboufaml men , and afPived at Apdembo«rg, 
wkere there was a fev«re Ikircii'fl*. lit faet, tl^ 
Ghent men vvon the bowii j but it coft thean a 
iHimber o£ noen, as tliere ^vere fiiU tvro hunched 
of their fok!iepskil]eH. The townwasiftormed, 
ptll&g^d, and the greater part of H burnt. They 
then mare-hed back toi Ghent with tbeir booty, 
where they were received withi great jjoy. 
Shortly after this they advanced to Dendre- 
iQonde, Alofl, and as far as Oudenarde^ pltu^ 
dering the whole eouBtry, 

The earl of FTaaders, who fefided at Lille, 
heard how the Ghent men were ravaging the 
cOurttry, and marching to diOerent pairts to 
plunder it. He was much enraged thereat, not 
fttppofing they would have bad either the cou- 
iage or power fo to do, fince they had loft Phi- 
lip von Actaveld. Thofe prefent anfwered, ' My 
lord, you have always heard how very artful the 
men of Ghent are : they have fhewn it to you, 
and will now do fo the more fince their ambaf- 
fadors are returned from England, efpecially 
Francis Atremen, who was the intimate friend 
of Philip: and as long as he lives, you will 
never be free from war. We alfo know for a 
truth that he has concluded a treaty between 
Ghent and the king of England ; for he is fe- 
cretly, in fpite of appearances, attached to 
England, and receives daily from thence one 
fra^c as wages. John Saplemon, who lives at 
Bruges, and has refided there under you for 
twenty-four years, pays him monthly. To cor- 
robcwate the truth of his connections with Eng- 
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land, Raflfe de Voirie, Louis de Voz and John 
Sercolat, who are from Ghent, and the clerk 
who folicits the Bifhoprick, have remained be 
hind in England to complete the treaties. In 
the month of May, you will hear more of aH 
this than we now have told you.' 

The earl of Flanders pondered on what he 
had heard, and believed the fact was fo. He 
turned his attention to John Saplemon and the 
Englifh at Bruges, and ordered his ferjeants to 
fummon them to appear on a certain day before 
him. The ferjeants ordered John Saplemon and 
feveral other rich Engliihmen, who were quite 
unprepared for fuch a proceeding, to appear 
that day . fortnight before the earl, in the caftle 
of Lille. 

The Englifh were much aftohiflted at the fum-» 
mens, and confulted together. They could not 
imagine for what caufe the earl had thus fum-* 
moned them. Having weighed every circum-» 
fiance they began to have their fufpicions, for 
they knew the earl was very hally in his anger. 
They faid among themfelves ; * He who is not 
carefiil of his own perfon, is careful of nothing. 
I fufpect the earl has had fome intelligence con- 
cerning us; for with Francis Atremen, who has 
a penfion from our king, there are two citizens^ 
of this town in England, who, having turned 
to his party, may perhaps have given informa- 
tion againft us, and placed us in his ill graces.' 

This idea ftruck them all, and made them 
afraid to wait the day of fummons, and to ap- 
pear at Lille. They fet out from Bruges for 
"^ys^ where, by great exertions, they purchaf- 
: eA 
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ed a veffel that was ready to fail, and having 
dmbarked, weighed anchor, and arrived at the 
quays of London, When the earl of Flanders 
heard of this, and faw that the Enghlh did not 
,eome according to his fummons, he was much 
vexed. He found, from appearances, that what 
'he had been told was the truth. He inftantly 
fcnt his ferjeants to Bruges, and caufed to be 
!£eized whatever could be found belonging to 
Shofe Engliih who had fled, felling the articles 
^collected ; and John Saplemon of London and 
his companions were baniflied Flanders for one 
hundred years and a day. Thofe who had been 
arrefted were thrown into the dungeon of the 
prifon, which coft fome of them their lives, whilft 

Fathers recovered all they had loft. 
There is a common and true faying, that envy 
never dies. This come to ray remembrance, 
becaufe the Englifh aretoo envious of another's 
good fortune, and have always been fo. You 
muft know, that the king of England, his un- 
cles, and the nobility, were much vexed at the 
good fuccefs and great honour which the king 
of France and his nobles had gained at the bat- 
tle of Rofebecque. "When the Englifh knights 
converfed together on the fubject, they faid ; 
'Ha, by holy Mary ! how proud will the French 
be new, for the heap ofpeafants they have flaln. . 
I wifh to God, Philip von Artaveldhadhad two 
thoufand of our lances and fix thoufand aiehers : 
not one Frenchman would have efcaped death or 
imprifonment. By God, they fliall not long keep 

kthis honour, for we have now a fine opportunity 
S3 of 
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of entering Flanders. T*hat country has been 
cfonquered by the king of France, and we will 
conquer it tor the king of Engliand. The earl 
of Glanders (hews at this moment how com- 
pletely he is fubject to France, and how much 
he wifhes, in every refpect, to pleafe her, by 
banifhing from Bruges and Flanders our Engr 
lifh merchants, who have refided there upwards 
of thirty years. The time has been when ^e 
would not have So done for any confidieration^ 
but at prefent he ^ai^es not act otherwife for 
fear of the French/ 

This, and fuch like i^eeches, were coihthoii 
in England; and it was publicly (aid, that 
things fhould not remain as itiey were; noW^i 
one may fairly fuppofcj^ that envy w^ th^ 
original cp^ufe of it. 
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CHAP. LI, 



POPE URBAN SENDS BUJUS PNTd t!N6lAf«tt f 01k 
THE DESTRUCTION OF THE CLEMENtlSTS.^r-- 
THE BISHOP OF NO&WICH APPOlNtEfi COM- 
MANDER m. CHIEF AGAINST THEM. 

ABOUT this |>eriod he who ^gA^ hlm^lf 
pope Urba^ the fhcth^ came frofil Rom^ 
to Genoa by fea, where be wa6 graikily re6d^- 
ed, and he fixed his feat tb^e. You hA^ bewd 
how all England was^ obedient to bioi^ l^oth^ 
church and cothmonalty^ (^d ik)w diom tbal| 

ever, 

Becaufe 




Sfel 
Becaufe the king of France and that natioti 
were Clementifts, Urban, (whom the Englifli 
and feveral other countries obeyed) during his 
refidence at Genoa, fought how he could obtain 
fuccours from England to annoy the king of 
France; and 1 will tell you by what meaos. 
He was to fend his bulls to the archhifliops and 
bifliops of the country, to proclaim that he ab- 
folved, and would abfolve, from all crime qr 
fault, every one who would affiftin the deftruc- 
tion of the Clementifts. He had heard that his 
adverfary Clement had reforted to this means in 
France, and was daily doing fo ; and that the 
French called the Urbanifts, as to matters of 
faith) dogs, which thofe retorted back on the 
Clementifts, whom Urban was very defirooe of 
condemning to the utmoft of his power, and he 
knew he had no other means of hurting them but 
through the Englifti. It was neceffary, however, 
that he fhould have a conflderable fum of ready 
money, ifhewiflied toput his plans into execu- 
tion; foritwas well known that thenoblespf Eng- 
land would not, for all the abfolutions in the 
World, undertake any expeditions, unlefs fuch 
were preceded by offers of money. Men ^t 
arms cannot live oh pardons, nor do they pay 
much attention to them except at the point of 
death. He therefore determined, that with the 
bulls h? fent to England for the prelates to 
preach iiponj he would order a full tenth to be 
raifed by the church, and to be paid by them 
to the nobility, without affecting the king's 
trcafury, nor oppreffing the common people. . 
Thia 
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This, he imagined, would be agreeable to the 
knights and barons of England. 

He inftantly haftened the writing and engro^-;^ 
ing his bulls, as well to the king as to his uncles 
and the prelates of England, with his pardons 
and abfolutions from all crimes ; he granted be- 
fides, to the king and his uncles, a full tenth to 
be by ' them raifed and leiried throughout the 
kingdom, on which he enlarged very much* 
And becaufe all thefe fums were to come from 
the church, he would have a churchman com-» 
mand the expedition. The lord Henry Spenfer^ 
bilhop of Norwich, was appointed, that the- 
commonalty and churches of England might 
have greater faith in it. 

In addition to this, becaufe he knew that the 
king of Spain was contrary to his intereft, 'and 
much allied with the king of France, he declar- 
ed, that with the money that fhould be thus raif- 
ed in England, the duke of Lancafter, who, in 
right of his wife, called himfelf king of Cafiille^ 
fhould fet out for that country to raife a fimilar 
army there : and, if the duke of Lancaster would 
undertake this expedition with a powerful force 
of men at arms, he would grant to the king of 
Portugal (who had Juft conunenced a war againfi 
don John king of Caftille) a full tenth on the 
whole kingdom of Portugal. 

In this manner was Urban active in his own 
concerns. He fent upwards of thirty bulls to 
England, where they were received with muck 
joy. The prelates preached up in their diocefes 
this expedition in the manner of a croifade ; 

and 
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and the people of England, who are credulous 
enough, believed it too readily, fo that none of 
either fas thought they (houldend the year hap- 
pily, nor have any chance of entering paradife, 
if they did not give hand fomely to the expedi- 
tion as pure alms. At London, and in that di- 
ocefe, there was collected a large Gafcony tun 
full of money, and he who have gave moft, ac- 
cording to the pope's'bull, gained the greateft 
number of pardons. All who Hionld die at this 
time, and who had given their money, were 
abfolved from every fault; and, by the tenor 
of the bull, happy were they who could now 
die, in order to obtain fo noble an abfolution. 
They collected, during the winter and eiifuing 
Lent, throughout England, as well by alms as 
by the tenth from the church, for every tiling 
was received, and they fo cheerfully taxed them- 
felves that the fiim of twenty-five hundred 
thoufand francs was amaffed. 
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CHAP. LIL 



THE BISHOP OF NORWICH, COMMANDER OF THE 
ENGLISH IN THE CROISADE OF URBAN AGAINST 
THE CLEMENTISTS, DISEMBARKS AT CALAIS 
WITH HIS ARMY OF URBANISTS, 
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HEN the Icing of England, his uncles and 
council were informed of the amount of 
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the .above fiini^ they were ^jreatly rejoice^^ wd 
Xaid they had money fufficient to carry ou a war 
againft the two kiogdoiriS of Frauce aud Sfmn. 
^homas^ biihop of London, and brother to the 
earl of Devonfliire, was nominated to accompa- 
ny the duke of Lancafter to Spain^ in the name 
of the pope and prelates of Eixglaud. T^ey 
were to have two thouiand lances and four thou- 
land archers, and one hajf of the money which 
had been iiaifedj hut they weue not to leave 
)E)iigland fo ibpn as the army ujpider the com- 
mand of the bifhop of NoTwich, becaufe this 
laft was to march to Calai3 and enter France. 
They were uncertain hpw far in that country 
they could advance, and whether the king of 
France would meet tihem iu force to ^ive th^m 
ba»;le. 

There was another circimiilance adverfe to 
the duke of Lancafter, who had ^reat expecta- 
tions from his intended expedition : the commpn 
people of England inclined in general to follow 
the bifliop of Norwich in preference to him : for 
a confiderable time he haA not been popular 

' with them : belides, France was much nearer 
than Spain. Some faid privately, that the duke 
of Lancafter, more through avarice and a de- 
fire to partake of the large fums which had been 

* collected from the church and from the ahns of 
good men than through devotion, 4iad planned 
this expedition ; but that the bifliop of Norwich 
reprefented the pope, and had been ,apjKnipted 
by him to the command, for which reafoniilie 

greater 
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greater part, of the people, as well as thckingy 
.ad greater fatthin him. 

There w«re in the pay of the church, and 
UJsderthe command of this bifhop cff Norwich, 
feveral good knights of England and Gafcony, 
fuch as the lord dc Beaumont, fir H ugli Calverley, 
fir Thomas Trivet, fir William Helmon, fir John 
Ferrers, fir Hugh Spenfer nephew of the biftiop, 
being his brother's fon, fir William Fentiiton, 
fir Matthew Redman, governor of Berwick, the 
lord de Chateauneuf, and his brother fir John 
de Chateauneuf, Raymond Maffon, William de 
Pau, Gariot Vighier, John de Cachitan, with 
many others : in tlie whole, about five hundred 
lances and fifteen tinmlred other men ; but there 
were multitudes of priefts, bccaufe it was an 
affair of the church and had beenfet on foo* 
by tiie pope. 

The men at arms were punctual in laying in 
tlieir flores, and the king gave them a paflage 
from Dover and Sandwich. Their purveyances 
were at thofe places about Eafl:er ; and all who 
were defirous of going on this expedition, wliich 
was a fort of croifade, marched thither in fmall 
bodies. 

Before the bifiiop and tlie captains embarked, 
but particuUrly fir Hugh Calverley, fir Tho- 
mas Trivet and fir AVilliara Helmon, they were 
funomtmed to attend the king's council, wher*i 
tJiey fialemnly fwore, in theprefence of the king, 
to fulfil the object of the expedition, and that 
they would never make war on, or harrafs any 
eountxy or men who ackno^\''ledged pope Urban , 

but 



bat onlj th<rfe who were under the obedknce 
of Clement. 

After thejr had taken this oath, the kii^, by 
adrice of his council, addieffiod them, iuying^ 
— ^ Bifliop, and yon, Huxnas and William, 
when yon (hall have arriTcd at Calais, yon will 
remain there for a month or thereabouts, in 
which time I will fend you a good marfhal and 
yaliant man, fir WiUiam Beauchamp ; for I have 
difpatched meflengers to him on the borders of 
Scotland, where he at prefent is holding confe- 
rences on our part with the Scots, for the truce 
between us and Scotland will expire on St. 
John's day. On his return, you (hall have him 
without fail in yonr company ^ ther^ore wait 
for him, for he will be of great ufe to yon by his 
good fenfe and advice.' 

The Bi(hop of Norwich and the above-named 
knights a(rented to this propo(al, and quitted 
the king : they went to Dover, where they em- 
barked, and arrived at Calais the 23d of April, 
1383. Sir John Delvemes was at that time go- 
vernor of Calais, who received the bi(hop and 
his companions with much pleafure. They 
difembarked, a few at a time, with their horfeit 
and armour; and thofe who had the opportunity 
of doing fo, lodged themfelves in the town, the 
reft abided in huts which they erected in the 
neighbourhood, and continued thus until th<$ 
4th day of May, expecting their maHhal, fir 
William Beauchamp, who, however, did not 
arrive. 

The biihop of Norwich, young and eager, 

and 





367 
and wifliing to bear arms, having never done (o 
but in Lombardy with his brother, finding him- 
felf at Calais, and at the head of fo fine a body of 
men at arms, faid to his companions, 'Forwhat 
purpofe, my good firs, are we thus waiting here 
fo long ? Sir "William Beauchamp will never ar- 
rive, and the king and his uncles have totally for- 
gotten us. Let us perform fome deeds of arms, 
fince we have been ordered fo to do, and loyally 
employ the money of the church, fmce we are 
living upon it, and make conquefts on our ene- 
mies.' 

' It is well fpoken,' replied thofe who heard 
him. ' Give notice to our men, that in three 
days we shall make an excurfion, and let us de- 
termine to what part we shall march. We 
cannot iffue out of the gates of Calais without 
entering an enemy's country : for France fur- 
rounds us on all fides, as well towards Flanders ' 
as towards Boulogne and St. Omer : Flanders is 
now a conquered country, by the power of the 
king of France. Confidering alt things, we can- 
not do a more honourable exploit than to recon- 
quer it; for the earl of Flanders has done great 
injuftice to our countrymen, whom, without 
any apparent reafon, he has banished from 
Bruges and Flanders. Two years ago, he would 
not willingly have done fo ; but at this moment 
he mufi; obey the orders and good pleafure of the 
king of France.' * On which account,' faid the 
bishop of Norwich, ' if I may be believedj the 
fiHl e^editiou we undertake should be to Flan- 
ders.' — — — 
'You 



* You shall "be beKeved hfeartBy/ replied ifir 
Thomas Trivet tlnd fir William Helqion : * givd 
orders for this, and let ns march thither ia thre<i 
dsrps, for it win be on Enemy's gromid;* 

This was adopted by all in the council, im<$ 
they gave notice of it to the reft of the army» 
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CHAP. LIII. 

THE BISHOP Of NOBWJCH, COMMAJNfiiER Ot" TOE 
UJtBANJSTSj ENTERS FLANDERS CONTRARY TO 
THE OPINION OF SlR HUGH CALVERUSY. — THE 
JIARL OF FLANDERS iSENDS AMBASSADORS TO 
THE BISHOP, WHO RETURNS A HAR^ AN^ 
8WER. 

Sm Mvtgh Calveriey was not pmfent at this 
-counciil, 'having gone to fee a coufin cs^ed 
fir John DrOicton*, who was governor of GuineSj 
l»id had pemained there sBlthat day, intending 
to return on the Following, whidh he did. "The 
bishop Tent for him -to the caftle, where he was 
lodged, as were the others, becaufe iir Hugh had 
been longer eccuftomed to arms and "had foen 
Riore thaii-.they had .dbtie. The triights 'had 3toId 
the bi^rtiop that iJhey vdshed to have 'fir Huglf f 
opinion ^before they undertook any thing. 'The 
bishop rel^rtedto-firWugh, in their prefence, »the 
eonverfetion which had paffed, and demanded 
his^vice on it. *Sir 'Hugh thus replied to the 
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bishop i ' Sir, you know on what terms we liarvs 
left England : our expedition has nothing to do 
with what concerns the wars of kings, but is 
folely pointed againft the Clementifts. We are 
the foldiers of pope Urban, who has given ns 
abfolution from all faults if we deftroy the Cle- 
mentifts. Should we march into Flanders, not- 
withftanding that country may now appertain 
to the king of France and duke of Burgundy, 
we shall forfeit our engagement; for I under' 
fiaud, that the carl of Flanders and all the Flem- 
ings are as good Urbanifts as ourfelves;, bcfides, 
we have not a fufficient army to enter Flanders, 
for they are prepared and accuftomed to war, hav- 
ing had nothing elfeto do for thefelaft four years. 
They are a numerous people, and it will be dif- 
ficult to march through fo llrong a coQUtry, 
But if you be determined on an expec^ition, let 
us march into France, there wc ihall find ouc 
enemies. The king, our lord, is now at open 
war with them, and the French are all Clemeot* 
iOs, holding a contrary faith to us and to our 
pope. We ought to wait for our marthal fit 
William Beauchamp, who cannot tail to arrive 
foon with large reinrorcemerrtsi and the laft 
word the king faid to us was, tliat he would fe»4 
him. I therefore advife, fixce y»u at-e eefolved 
cm an expedition, that we march towards. Aire 
orMontrieul: none will tanture, as yet, toop^ 
pofe us, and we (hall add to oQr numbers by the 
Flemings who, having loft their ail, will come 
and join us ia tlie hopes of' gain. Tbey have Urill 
rao^li'Hg in ttieur minds tlie misfortuiws the 
FreucK 
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French brought on them by the flaughter of 
their fathers, fons and friends in their wars/ 
' Scarcely had fir Hugh done fpeaking, when 
the bifhop, in a rage, hot and impetuous as he 
was, replied ; * Yes, yes, fir Hugh : you have 
learnt fo long to fight in France, that you know 
not how to fight elfewhere. Now, can we any 
where make an excurfion with more advantage 
to omfelves than towards the fea, by Bo^nrbourg, 
Dunkirk, Nieuport, and thence to the dependen- 
cies .of Caflel, Bergues, Ypres and Poperingue. 
In the country I have named, according to the 
informations I have received firom citizens of 
Ghent who arc with us, they have never been 
harraffed by the war; we wiD therefore go thi- 
flicr to refirefh ourfelves, and wait for the arrival 
of fir William Beauchamp, if he intend comitig. 
But as yet we have not had any intelligence of 
him/ 

Sir Hugh Cal vcrley, feeing himfelf thus re- ' 
buffed by the bifhop, who was of high birth and 
his commander, notwithflanding he was a va^ 
liant knight, made no reply, and the rather be^ 
caufe he had not any fupport firom fir Thomas 
Trivet, nor firom fir William Helmon : he there- 
fore left the place, faying ; ^ By God, fir, if you ' 
make an excurfion, fir Hugh Calverley will ac- 
company you, and you (hall take neither road 
nor march but he will be erf the party.' 

* I willingly believe,* faid the bifhop, * that 
you have a great defire for an excurfion : there- 
fore make yourfelf ready, for we (hall march in ■ 
the morning/ In this refolution they {tgreedi^ 

und 



and then feparated. Orders were fent to all the 
quarters in and round Calais, that every one 
might be prepared for the expedition in the 
morning. When morning came, the trnmpel! 
founded, and all marched off, taking the road 
towards Gravellnes. They were, according to a 
mufter made, three thoufand armed heads. They 
continued their march until they came to the 
port of Gravelines; but it was at the time of 
ebb, they therefore pafled by the port, and at- 
tacked and pillaged a monaftery which the 
townfmen had fortified. The town could not 
hold out long, for it was only inclofed by palifa- 
does, and the inhabitants were feamen. If there 
had been any gentlemen in the town it would 
have held out longer than it did. Neither had ■ 
the country any notice of this war, nor did they 
any way fufpect the Engliih of thus attacking 
them. The Englifli therefore conquered the town 
of Gravelines by ftorm ; and, having ended it, 
advanced towards the monaftery, whither thefe 
good people had retreated, carrying with them 
their wives, children and fortunes, which they 
placed therein, depending on the ftrength of the 
walls. They had made deep ditches all round 
this ftrong place, fo that the Enghfli could not 
immediately win it, but remained two days in 
the town before they took it. In the end, they 
conquered, and flew thofe who defended it, do- 
ing with the remainder according to their plea- 
fnre. 

Thus were they lords and mailers of Grave- 
lines, where the whole army was quartered, and 
found 
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£>und plenty of provifioti. The ixmittry IxliSiBai 
to take alarm ob hedmng; Ihe EogUfli were m 
pofleffioBr of GFaveUnes^; and thofe of the low 
countries fliehered tb^^fel^es^ iii the fort'peiies^ 
fending their wires and ehildteH to BeTgues^ 
Bourbofirg and St. Omef.* 

The earl of FkodteK^ beard at LiU^y whei^ Im 
yefidedy that the Etiglifli had mai^ war en his 
coufitrjr^ atid had taken Grayelines. H0 began 
te have fofpictofis ei them, as w^as of Bruges 
add iits dependeneiefir. Skiih«K>i}jing hd» c0«i»cil:, 
lie' fa&d tatl>em ;» ^ I am very mu!Ch aftbaiifaed that 
thfe £ngli& fhould overrun my conatry, and 
takc^ Thy twfWB ^i4boat givifB^ me any notice cjf 
it ^ and tfaaty withottt fencMlng me ai^ defiance^ 
«ttiey flMmid ha\1s enfiered my tertiloiied/ ^la^ 
deed^ Hay lor At* fom^ of tbeito le^pHsd^ ^ ywk kmr^ 
eaiiie to wonder ;. bat one nmy ftrppofe they coa-^ 
fides FittnldeF» as' bdon^g. to Ffanefse, finer thd 
kiiig had advanced fa far into it that Ihe cotiii'^ 
1y^ ftrrelBdered to hdjia:^' ^ Welt^ what liad we 
1^ do ?^ afloed the earl. ^ It will be; right/ re^ 
plkd brs donneil ; ^ that Sk John^ ier ViHaiinr, and 
& Joiiil dn H^otdiiary who are here,* ^Ad have 
•pexdiaDA from tke king! of Eagldad, flxotild gti iw 
yoni^ namct io England i6 fpeak with tbe kin^, 
and re|x)rtto him a detalil of this aflalr, anddev 
msuld, in ycytur dame, for whatl pvrflofe be thus^ 
nenikes^ war onydiK I belieVe, tbatwhelv be fliall 
haye heard your ambafladofs, he will be angered 
at thofe who iiave thus barrafled your country^ 
and J^ecal them thence with xn^ch Uamd/ 

* This is fery well/ f«i4 the earl, * butdurmg 
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the time otir knights are going to England, thofe 
at Gravelines (and who will flop them ?) may do 
great damage to the inhabitants of the Franco- 
nate.' The earl was thus anfwered; ' It is neceffa- 
ry fome parley fhould be held with them, as well 
to obtain paflports for Calais and England as to 
know what it is they want; and fir John Villain 
and fir John du Moulin are fuch difcreet perfons, 
that they will manage to reftore peace to the 
country.' * I confent to this,' replied the earl. 

The two knights received theirinftructions from 
the earl and his council, in regard to the parley 
with the biftiop of Norwich as well as refpecting 
their miffion and what they were to fay to the 
king of England and his uncles. Whilft thefe 
knights were preparing to fet out for Gravelines 
to the bilhop of Norwich, all the country rofe in 
the environs of Bourbourg, Bergues, Caffel, Po- 
peringue. Fumes, Nieuport and other towns, and 
advancing to Dunkirk, entered that town, de- 
claring that they would in a fliort time march out 
to guard the frontiers and fight the Engliih. Thefe 
Flemings had for leader a knight called fir John. 
Sporequin, who was governor or regent of the 
territories ofmadame de Bar, which arefituated 
on this frontier and extend to the gates of Ypres. 

Sir John Sporequin was ignorant of the earl's 
intentions offending to England: the haze de 
Flandres had come to him with thirty lances, and 
faid that the earl was at Lille; but that he knew 
nothing more; and that he was about to raarry 
his filler there wHth the lord Delbauurin. 
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. Thefe two knights took great pains to ftir up: 
the coi^ntry and to collect aJl men of courage : they 
amounted at lafl to twelve thoufand mepj armed 
with pikes, ftaves,coat&ofmaiUjackets, iron caps 
and helmets, and all of them were, fpr. the greater 
part, as I was informed, vaffals of madaijne de Bar 
r^fi4ing between Gravelines and DiH^kirk. .< 

Three leagues off, and near the ^oad^' is Mar- 
dyke, a large village q^ite open. on the fea- 
shore, whither the Englifh advanced; and at 
tidies there were fkirmishes. 

Sir^ohnf Villain and fir John du Moulin arrived 

at Grfav^Unes with, a paffport, for whicf){i)h^y had 
waited .at Bourbourg, where one'of.their.heraldst 
brought- it. O n their arrivail at .Gravdi)Jes, and 
foon aft^f. they had difmouated, they waited on 
the bishop of Norwich, who outwardly gave them 
a handfome reception and good entertainment. 
He had that day at dinner all the barons of his 
army ; for he well knew that the knightgf of the 
earl of Flanders were coming, and therefore wish- 
ed they might meet with them all together. 

The l^nights opened their bufinefs, and feid 
to the bishop, — ^ Sir, we are fent hither by my 
lord of Flanders/ ^ What lord ?' faid the bishop. 

^ The earl of Flanders, fir: Flanders has no 
other lord/ 

* By my God,' replied the bishop, * we con- 
sider it as belonging to the king of France or to 
the duke of Burgundy, our enemies, for by 
force of arms have they juft conquered it/ 

* Under refp^ct to your grace/ anfwered the 

knights. 
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kiiights, ' the territory was loyally remitted at I 

Tournay into the hands and governraeut of my I 

lord the earl of Flanders, who has fent us hither I 

to entreat of you to grant us, who are attached 1 

by faith and penfion to the king of England your I 

lord, pafTports to go to England, to the king, toi I 

know his reafons for making war on my lord the; J 

earl of Flanders and his country without fending j 

him any defiance.' I 

The hiihop replied, he would confider of it, I 

and ihey Ihould hai'e his anfwer to-morrow morn- J 

ing. They could not obtain more at this moment, J 

and retired to their houfes, leaving the Englilh. I 

in council, who refolved as I Ihall tell you. I 

Having fully weighed every circuraftancc, and I 

the enterprife they had undertaken, they refolved I 

not to grant pallports to the two knights to goto I 

England, for the Journey was long, and, while I 

they were going andreturuing, tlie whole country ' 1 

would be fecured and greatly ftrengthened j for I 

the earl, who was a fiibtle character, might inform J 

the king of France and duke of Burgundy of his , J 

fituation, by whofe means fo lai-ge a force might I 

in a few days come upon them, that they would m 

be unable to refill it. Having formed this refoln- I 

tion as to the anfwer they would give in the ■ 

morning to the knights from Flanders, fir Hugh I 

Calverley was called upon for his opinion, who I 

faid to the bifliop i 'Sir, you are our commander; I 

you will tell them that we are on the territories I 

of the duchefs of Bar, who is a Clementili; that I 

vou make war for Urban and no one elfe; I 

T 2 and 1 
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actid that if the people <^this countiry^ wiA the 
churches andmonaAeries^ will be good Urbanifts, 
aiid inarch with you through the cotLntty, yoor 
ihen {hall peaceaibly piJk, paying for whatever 
they may waDt : but in n^fpect to grahting thiemk 
paflports to go to England^ you will do bo fiioh 
tiling; for our war does not regard either tlie 
king of France, or the kin^ of England, but 
folely pope Urban, whofe foldiers we are. It 
feems to me that fuch an anfwer ought to fittis- 
fy them/ 

All prefent affented to it, and particularly the 
bi(hop, wh6 had no oth^ care, whatever might 
be faid or done, but to fight and carry on the 
war. Thu3 was this businefs arranged for the 
night. On the morrow after mafs> the two knights, 
desirous of having their anfwer, went to the lodg-- 
ings of the bishop, and waited until he came out 
to hear mafs, when they placed themfelves before 
him. Outwardly he feemed glad to fee them, and 
converfed with them on different topics to delay 
the time until his knights should come. On their 
arrival, the bishop faid, * My fair gentlemen, you 
hre come for ah anfwer, and you shall have one. 
With regard to the requeft you made to us from 
the earl of Flanders, I inform you, you mayre- 
tnm when you pleafe to the earl ; but as to Calais 
or England, you vviH go at your perils, fori wiH 
not give you any paflport. I am not king of 
England, nor commiffioned to do fo. I am the 
foldier of pope Urban, and all thofe who are with 
me are. fo likewife, having taken his money to 

ferve 



ferve him. We are .at this moment on the ter- 
ritories of the duchefs of Bar, who is a Clementift. 
If the people of this country hold that opinion, 
we make war cm them. If they will follow us, 
-ihey fliall have their fhare of the abfolutions; 
for Urban, who is <mrpope, and for whom we 
march, abfolves from all crimes thofe who fliall 
aid in the deftruction of the Clementifts. 

When the two knights heard this fpeech, fir 
John Villain faid; ' Sir, with refpect to what 
concerns the pope, I believe you have never 
heard but that my lord of Flanders is a good 
Urbanift, you have therefore been badly advifed 
if you make war on him or on his country : and 
I do not believe that the king of England has 
given you fuch extenfive orders; for if fuch had 
been his intentions, he is fo noble and coniider- 
ate, he would firft have fent him a defiance.' 

This anfwer enraged the bifliop, who faid; 
' Go and tell your eari, he fhall not have any 
oblier anfwer. And if he wiflies to fend you or 
any others to England, to learn more particu- 
larly the king's intentions, let him look to it ; 
for thofe he fends mull take another road than 
this, and they fliall not crofs at Calais,' 

When the knights found they could not have 
any other anfwer, they took their leave and de- 
parted. They returned to their lodgings to din- 
ner; and then, mounting their borfes, went that 
day to St. Omer. 
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CHAP. tlV. 

• • • I ' * • 

THE BISHOP OF NORWICH MARCHES TOWARC« 
DUNKIRK.— HE DEFEATS TWELVE THOUSAND 
: FLEMINGS AND TAKES THE TOWN, 

THiE fam^ day that the knights of Flanders 
had d^pjgtrted, news was brought to the 
bifhop and tfee JEnglilh, that there w^re at ^un^ 
kirk sM^din its heighbonrhQod, upwards of twelve 
thoufand men armed^ and that the baftard of 
Flanders comm^ded then), but. that therie were 
other knights and fquires who alfo advifed them. 
That they had fkirmiflied with theif men at Mar- 
dyke, and had repulfed and killed one hundred. 

The bifhop faid; * Now obferve the conduct 
of the earl of Flanders : he aifepts to do nothing, 
and yet he is at the bottom of all; he wants to 
negotiate fword in hand. I am refolved to march 
to-morrow towards Dunkirk, and fee what fort 
of men thefe are/ 

This propofal met univerfal approbation, and 
notice was fent of it through Gravelines. This 
day two knights joined the army, one from Ca- 
lais, the other from Guines, with about thirty 
lances and fixty archers. Thefe knights were 
called fir Nicholas Cliton* and fir John Drag- 
tonf, governor of Guines. 



* Cliton. Q. if not Clinton, f Dracton. Q. if not Drayton. 

On 
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Oil tlie enfaing morning, every one was ready 
for the march. They took Ihe fidd, amounting 
in number to more than fix hundred lances and 
fifteen hundred archers. They advanced towards 
Mardyke and Dunkirk ; and the biiliop of Nor- 
wich had the arms of the church borne before 
him, tlie banner of St. Peter, gules with two keys 
en fautoir, as being gonfalonnier of pope Urban. 
His pennon had his own arms, which were argent 
quartered with azure, with a fret or, on a field 
azure, and a baton gules on a field argent ; and, 
becaufe he was a younger brother of the De- 
fpenfer^ his anns wer-e charged with a bordiire 
giries. Sir Hugh Defpenfer, ith nephew, was 
therewith his pennon, and the lord de Beaumont, 
fir Thomiis Trivet, fir William Helmon and fir 
Hugh Calverley, had both banner and pennon. 
Sir William Drayton, fir John Drayton, his bro- 
ther, fir Matthew d'Adremon, lir John Ferrers, 
fir William Frenenton*, and fir John de Neuf- 
chaftel, Gafcon, had only pennons. 

Thel'e men at arms came to Mardyke, where 
they refrefhed themfelves, and, having drank a 
cup, continued their march towards Dunkirk. 
The Flemings who were in the town heard that 
the Englifh were marching in order of battle to 
combat them. Upon tliiy, they refolved to take 
the field, and draw up in battle-array to defend 
themfelves if there thouid be any occafion, for it 
would not be for their advantage to flint them- 

i" * Frcuenlon. Q. Farrinjdon, or Frampton. 
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felves up in the town. They inftaatly executed 
this n^folution^ and idl who were in Dimkiife 
armedand xnarched into the fields,: where they 
drew up in good army on a hill, and awfiered 
upwards oftwelve thoufand men. 

The £nglifh wer^ now advanced near to Dun- 
l^irk, when, on looking towards the rising grounds 
on the right, in the durection of Bourhouiig, and 
near the fea*shore, they iaw the Flemings formed 
in a large and well-arranged battalion. On this 
th^y halted, for they thought, from the manner in 

. which the Flemings haddrawn themTdives up, that 
they hftd an intention of fighting. The principal 

. captains aflembled to confider how they shoubi 
now act,, and many words pafled, for fome, and 
efpecially thebishop, wished tomarch iuAantly to 
the combat^ but others, fuch as the lord de JBeau- 
mont and sir Hugh Calverley were of a contrary 
opinion, and afiigned as their reafon, that the 
Flemings had never done them any wrong; and 
that, in truth, they had never fent any declaration 
of war to the earl of Flanders, though they had 
entered his country. * We do not make war in a 
gallant manner, but like a mob, that whoever can, 
may pillage. The whole country where we are is 
Urbanift, and follows the fame opinion as our- 
felves : now, consider what juft caufe have we for 
attacking them.' Thebishop anfwered; ^ How do 
we know whether they are Urbanifts or not ? ' * In 
God's name,' faid sir Hugh Calverley, 'letus fend 
a herald to them to know why they are thus drawn 
up in battle-array, and what' they want^ and let 

them 



them be aiked which pope they obey. If they 
anfwer pope Urban, you will require of them, 
by virtue of the bull we have witli us, that they 
accompany us to St. Omer, Aire, Arras, or whi- 
therfoever we may wish to lead them. W'heu 
they fliall have had thefe queftions put to them, 
we shall know their intentions, and may then 
call a council.' 

This propofa! was adopted, and aherald called, 
whofe name was Montfort, and attached to the 
duke of Brittany. He was ordered by thefe lords 
to ride to the Flemings, aud told what he was to 
fay, and how to act whenamongthera. Heobeyed 
their commands, and, clothed in his proper coat 
of arms, without fafpecting any accident, made 
for the Flemings, who were drawn up in handfome 
order of battle. He wilhed to addrefs himfelf to 
fome knights; but he could not, for as foon as thy 
Flemings fawhim, without ever a-lking what was 
his bufmefs, or making any inquiries, they fur- 
rounded him and flew him like ignorant people, 
nor could thofe gentlemen who were there fave 
him. The Englilh, on feeing this action, for they 
kept their eyes on them, were mad ; as were alio 
the citizens of Ghent who accompanied thera, and 
were eager to urge them on, hoping that by thefe 
means new troubles would fiill on Flanders. 

The Englifli fa'd, — ' This mob has murdered 
our herald : they (hall dearly pay for it, or we will 
all die on the fpot.' The archers were ordered to 
advance on the Flemings. A citizen of Brngcs or 
Ghent was made a knight, and shortly the battle 
began 
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b^nn briikly ; for, to hj the tratb, the Flemings 
ileiended th^mfelfes very well, but the archers 
wounded or beat down manr, when the into at 
arms broke tfaroagb then, and with tbdr pointed 
fpears killed multitudes 4>n their firft charge. In 
short, the English won the day, and the Flemings 
were defeated. Ther thouglit to keep together in 
a body and enter Dunkirk; but the English fol- 
lowed them cloleiy and kept up the engagement 
So warmlv that the\^ enleied the town with them . 
Numbers were Alain in the fireetsoron the sjhore, 
though they there gained fome advantage, for 
the English loft four hundred at leaft. 

As the English purfued, the Flemings retired: 
many detached parties fought, in which feverai 

knights and fquires from Flanders were (lain ; 
fcarcely any eicaped death or capttvity. Thus 

did this alTasr end: there were full ninethoufand 

Flemings killed at this battle of Dunkirk. 

The day this battle bad taken place, fir John 
^'illain and fir John du Moulin had returned to 
the earl of Flanders at Lille, and had repeated 
to the eail all they had feen and heard.firom the 
English. The earl was very melancholy on the 
fubject^ not knowing how to act : he was fiill 
more fo, and with greater reafon, when he beard 
tiie new s of the daughter and deteat of his men 
at Dunkirk. 

lie bore it with tolerable patience, and coin- 
f >rteil himfoif as well as he could, by laying,— 
* Well, if we have loil this time, at another, 
pleafe God, we^all win.* Ht iultantlydifpatched 

a mef- 



a mefienger to the duke of Burgundy, who was 
with the king of France, with private letters, to 
give him information of this event, and for him 
to confider of it; for he concluded thattiticetiK! 
Engliih had thus entered Flanders and killed his 
fubjects, they would not rest there, but would 
advance further into the country and do more ■ 
mifchief. 

The duke of Burgundy, on receiving this intc-i- 
ligencCj fent knights and fquires to garrifon 
St. Omer, Aire, St. Venant, Bailleul, Bergues, 
Caflel, and all the ftrong places on tlie frontiers 
of Flanders, and to guard tlie entrance of Artois 

We will return to the English, and fay how 
they profpered. 



CMAP LV. 



I« 



«HE ENGl-lSH, UNDER. THE COMMAND OF THE * 
1' BISHOP OF NORWICH, HAVING CONQUKREDAU. ] 

THF- COAST FROM GRAVELINES TO SLUYS,.i*VY j 
SIEGE TO VPUES. ■.I 



A FTER the defeat near Dunkirk and the.con- 
■**■ quest of that town, the Englilli were 
fwollen with pride, and thought alt Flanders was 
their own. 'i'o lay the truth, had they marched i 
directly to Bruges, many who were well ac- 
quainted with the Hate of tliat town, fay it J 
would have furrc-iiilered to tiiem : but they act- 
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ed otherwife ; for they had determiiied to mveh 
to Bottfbonrg, to take that town, and then ta 
advance to Aii^ ^ad ClaiTel, conqnering the whole 
country fo as to leare no enemy in their rear, 
and then to lay fiege to Ypres. They imagined 
the town of Ypnes wonld furrender on feeing 
that the country was conquered. 

The Englifh left Dunkirk^ after having done 
their pleafure with it, and marched forBour- 
i>onrg : the inhabitamts of which place, b^ng 
. much alarmed, no fooner faw them coming than 
they inilantly furrendered, on having their" lives 
• and fortunes fpared. The English entered the 
place with great joy; for they laid Aey would 
there eilablifh a handfome garrifon, to make war 
on St. Omer and the adjacent frontiers. 

After this, they gained the caftle of Dixmude ; 
but it was three days before they took it by ftorm, 
and the garrifonof two hundred men were flain. 
The Englifh repaired it, and declared they would 
keep it to the utmoft of their power, garrifoning 
it again with fresh men at arms. They conti- 
nued their march to CafTel, which they took, 
where -they made a great booty, and peopled it 
again with their own men. 

They ftill ccmtinued their maneh, faying, that 
they would have a look at Aire; but many, well 
acquainted with its fituation, knew it was not 
eafy to be taken, and would coft too much: 
however, the bifhop of Norwich faid, he would 
have a near view of it. 

At this time, the governor of Aire was a gal- 
lant knight from Picardy, called fir Robert de 

Bethune^ 
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Bethune, vifcount de Meaux : there were alio 
with him fir John de Roye, the lord de Clary, 
fir John de Bethune his brother, thelordde Mon- 
tigny, fir Perducas de Pont Saint, fir John de 
Chaugny and fir Florens his foil, with feveral 
more; fo that there were about fix fcore lances 
of good men at arms, knights and fquires. 

When the bishop of Norwich, fir Hugh Cal- 
veriey, fir Henry de Beaumont, fir Thomas Tri- 
vet, fir William Helmon, fir Matthew Redman 
and the reft were advanced to a place near Aire, 
called the New Ditch, they formed themfelves in 
battle-arrHy, and thus marched pn in clofe order 
with banners and pennons fluttering in the wind ; 
for they knew not what intentions the vifcount 
and his companions might have. 

The vifcount with his knights and fquires were 
handfomely drawn jip on the caufeway before 
the barriers of Aire, and plainly favv the Englifli 
march befide them, on the road to St. Venant; 
but, asthey were not in numbers fufficient to bar 
that palfage, they remained quiet at their post 
to defend themfelves if attacked. The English 
marched by, and took up their quarters two 
leagues from St. Venant : the governor of that 
place was a knight of Picardy called fir William 
de Melle, who had fortified the church of the 
town to ferve as a place of retreat Ihould it be 
neceffary : he found it fo, for the town was only 
inclofed by fmall palifadoes and ditches. The 
attack did not laft long before the Englifh entered 
it, when the French retreated, fome to the caftle, 
others 
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others to the church. Thofe in the cafUe were 
Qot attacked ; for it was marvelloufly ftrong, arid 
could not be approached for the deep aind wide 
ditches 'which furrouiided it: but the church 
wasiiiftahtly aflaulted by the EtigKih on their 
entrance into the town, for they had heard that 
the men at arm» had retreated thither. 

Sir William de Meller was a good and gallant 
khigbtyraoil wbutd hare defended the church of 
St; Venant valiantly; but the £ngltifa;archers had 
furrounded it, and ihot fo rapidly and with fuch 
good a\m that fcarcely any dared Ihew themfelves 
in its def^c0* Thofe who were on the battle* 
Tuents Were provided with ftonesj pieces of wood 
and artillery, which they ufed with fuch fuccefs 
as to wound many; but thie attack was continued 
with fo gre^t'earneftnefs by the Engliffi that tjie 
eUurchwa? taken by ftorm^nd fir William in it, 
whib bad fought valiantly; The Qthers did the 
fame ; and had they entertained any hopes of be- 
ing fupporied, they would have held out longer^ 
which was the caufe that they were thus eafily 
taken. Sir William de Melle was made a pri- 
foner : he agreed for his ranfom, and returned to 
France with the confent of his captor, to whom 
he had given his word according to the manner 
in which all French and Englifh gentlemen be- 
have to one another in fimilar cafes: but not fo 
the Germans, who; whenever they take a pri- 
foner throw him into durance viJe, loaded with 
irons, in order to gain a more confiderable ran- 
fom. 

The 
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TliC biOiop of Nor«-ich aiid his araiy, on thnir 
departure from St. Venant, qiiarterpd rhemrHvcs 
ill the foreft of Niepc, vthicli w as not iar diftant, 
and near to Baiikitt. TJiey entered the cafHe- 
wlck of Poperingue, anil took all the incWfed 
towns, wherein they found much oioiiey and 
great booty, which xU'vy fent to Bergues or 
Bourbour™. Wiien theyf-hadthus laid the wfeole 
country under their fubjection^ lb that rioiie came 
to oppofe them, aiid when they were'raaRere'of 
the coaft f'vOm Gra\ elines to Slug's, having pofiefe- 
ed themfelves of Dunkirk, Kieuport, Furnei and 
BJanquenbergue, thoy advanced to lay fiege to 
Ypres, There tliebifliop, fir Hugh Cal^erleyand 
the Englifii halted, aad tlieii fent meflcngers to 
Ghent. 1 have good reafon to fuppofe that Fran- 
cis Atreinen. went to tliem, and was at all thi-ir 
battles andconquefls, and had ferved as conduct- 
or of the EngliHi from town to town, and from 
village to village. . 



CHAP. LVI. 

THE MEN OF GHENT ASSIST THE ENGUSli 
THEia SIEGE OF YPRES.— THE LORD DE "^'F. 
LEGER GOING TO HEINFOBCE THE G VRRISOS 
OF COURTRAY, BY ORDERS OF THE KING OF 
FRA^•CE, IS DEFEATED BY A PARTY OF ENG. 
LISH NEAR COMMINES. 
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HEN Peter du Bois, Peter le Nuitre, and 
the captains in Glient beard that the Eng- 
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l\(h demanded their afliftance> and were lying 
before Ypres, they were much pleafed^ |i;ad pre-* 
pared themfelves to march thither as fpeedily 
as poflible. They fet but from Ghent on the 
Saturday morning after the octave of St^ Pet^ 
and St. PauU to the amount of near twenty thou- 
fandy with a very eonfiderable train of cartSj» 
and in good array. Th^ marched by Courtray, 
• and came before Ypres. 

The English were rejoiced at their comii^, and 
made great cheer for them, faying thefy would 
take Ypres, and then ccmquer Bruges^ Daisime 
and Sluys, making do doubt that before Sept^^m-' 
ber, they would have conquered all H^and^s, 
Thus did they boaft of their good Ibirtude. - 

The governor of Ypres at that time wab rtie 
lord de Saint Pi, a v^ery prudent and valiant 
knight who had thrown himielf into tbe place, 
where every thing was done according to his plans 
and orders. The men at arms who had accom- 
panied this knight thither by order of the duke 
of Burgundy and the earl of Flanders, were fir 
John de Bougraigne, caftellan of Ypres, fir 
Baldwin de Delbeden^ his fon, the lord Difleg- 
hien, the lord de Stades, fir John Blancliart, fir 
John de Merfelede, fir Hamel, fir Nicholas Belle, 
lord de Harlequebecque, the lord de RoUegben, 
fir John Ahoutre, John de Saint Pi, nephew to 
the governor, Francois Belle, fir George Belle, 
and many more. They had great difficulty to 
withftand the English, who attacked them openly 
and covertly. They were likewife under alarm 
Jeft there should be fome underftanding between 

the 



the townfmen and tliofe from Ghent j and left 
the place (hould, by tFeafon, fall into their 
hands. 

A gallant knight of Hainault called fir John 
de Jumont, was at this time in Courtray as its 
governor, having accepted it at the earneft en- 
treaties of the duke of Burgundy and earl of 
Flanders. At that time no knight of Flanders , 
dasred to undertake it, fo dangerous did the de- 
fence of it appear; for when the king of France 
had marched away it was difmantled and burnt, 
on which account very few refided there; and 
it was fo mach defiroyed, that they could 
fcarcely find a place to put their horfes in. 

Sir John de Jumout undertook the grand en- 
terprife of defending it. He fpeedily repaired 
it, and behaved fo gailantly, tlirough God's 
mercy and grace, that there was not any da- 
mage done it) on the contrary, mucb honour 
accrued to bim. 

The duke of Burgundy, who carefully at* 
tended to the affairs of Flanders, as they fo 
nearly concerned bim, fent from France fixty 
Breton lances to Courtray, to reinforce and en- 
courage fir John de Jumont. Thefe men at 
arms marched to Lille, under the command of 
the duke : from thence they fet out on a Friday 
morning to Commines, wliere they arrived, un- 
der the command of the lord de St. Leger and 
Yvonnet de Cantemat. By break of day full 
two hundred Englifli lances had come tottiS 
town of Commines, to collect forage from the 
flat countriesi. and carry it to the aimy before 

Vol. VI. U Y^xt^. 



'i'ppes'. Thefe Bretons had not any expecta- 
tion of their commg, and fell into their hands. 
There was a fharp engagement at the foot of 
the bridge of Commines^ where the Bretons de- 
fended themfelves marvelloufly weU, and> if 
they had been fopported by as many again 
as themfel?^s> they woliM have efcaped withonf 
lofs. * -■* 

As it was they were conftrained to fly,^ for 
they were too few to oppofe fuch nmnbers^ 
The greater part were flain^ or taken as they 
Were efcaping towards !Lille.- The lord de St. 
Leger was defperately wounded^^ and left for 
dead on the field. Fortunate were ^ofe who 
efcaped from this engagement r and the purftiit 
of the Englilh after the Bretons lafted to within 
half a league of the town of Lille. The lord 
de St. Leger, although mortally woutided, was 
carried to that town with great difficulty, where 
he died five days afterwards. Five of his fquires 
died alfo, and thus ended this adventure. 



CHAP. LVIL 



THE BISHOP OP LlfiGE, NOT BEING ABLE TO 
BRING ABOUT A PEACE BETViHEEN THE BISHOP 
OF NORWICH AND THE EARL OF FLANDERS^ 
RETURNS^ HOME.. 

THE fiege of Ypreis was* coiitinued with 
great activity on the part of the Englifh 
and Flemings^ who made many aifaults which 

much 



S91 
much frightened thofe in the town. The earl 
of Flanders was not very well affured but that 
Ypres miift fall ; for the Englifh are very fub- 
tJe, and they could receive great reinforcements 
from England, by way of Calais, without his 
knowledge, or oppofition, having garrifons in 
all the towns on the road. They might, if they 
had chofen, have had reinforcements from 
England} but they did not think much was to 
be dreaded at the commencement, either from 
the earl or the power of France, for feveral 
great Englifh barons were prepared and ready 
to crofs the fea at Calais, to aflift their coun- 
trymen from the environs of Dover, Sandwich, 
and Lewes, had they been fo required : they 
amounted to a thoufand lances, and two thou- 
fand archers in the parts above mantioned. Sir 
AVilliam Beanchamp and fir William Windfor, 
marfhals of England, were appointed by the 
king and council to command thefe men at arms, 
by which the duke of Lancafter loft this oppor- 
tunity of making his expedition to Portugal. 

All England, as 1 have before faid, were 
more inclined to ferve in the army of the bifhop 
of Norwich than in that of the duke of Lan- 
cafter. 

The earl of Flanders was informed of all thefe 
events which were palling in England, as well 
as of what was going forward before Ypres. 
He therefore refolved to provide, as much as 
was in his power, a remedy for themj for he 
fuppofed the duke of Burgundy would excite 
the barons of France to exert themfelves to 
U 2 ^\v»« 
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drive the Englifli out gf Flanders, and from ih^ 
countries M^hich they had fo recently con- 
quered. But as he knew that France was very 
extenfive, that feveral barons bound to ferve 
the kmg were aib a great diftance, and ihad 
many things might happen before they could 
arrive, he r^folvedto feifd to fir Amoul de Sorge^ 
bifhop of Liege, who was a ftaunch Urbanisti 
to request he would come to Ypres and nego* 
tid.te with the Englifh to decamp and march 
elfewhere: for he had been muck astonilhedat 
their proceedings, fince it was Hvell known t^ 
the world that both himfelf and cotmtry were 
good Urbanists. 

'the earl managed fo well that the bifhop of 
Liege came to Hainanlt, and from thence to 
Valenciennes, Douay and Lille, where he had 
a conference with the earL who informed him 
of what he wifhed him to do. After this^ 
the biihop left Liege and came to the camp be- 
fore Ypres, where the Englifli and Ghent men 
received him very politely, and attentively lis- 
tened to all he had to fay. I was told at the 
time, that the earl of Flanders, through the 
ineans of. the bifliop of Liege, offered to the 
bifliop of NorwicTi and the Englifh, if they 
would break up their fiege, and- carry their war 
against the countries of the Clementists, to 
fend them five hundred lances to ferve under 
their orders for three months, and at his own 
expence. 

The bifhop of Norwich replied, he would at- 
tentively confider and difcufs this propofal^ 

Many 
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Many words paffed j for the Ghent men advifed 
him not to put any truft in what the earl had 
faid, for there was no dependence on his pro- 
mifesj and told him that if he could lie would 
deceive him. Having therefore maturely con- 
fldered every thing, he gave notice to the 
bifliop of Liege, that he might return when he 
pleafed, for he wonld not pay any attention to 
his offers ; and, as for the fiege, he would never 
depart thence until he had reduced the town of 
Ypres to Ills obedience. 

The bilhop finding he could obtain nothing 
more, took his leave and returned to Lille, and 
gave the earl of Flanders the anfwer he had re- 
ceived. When the earl faw that he could not 
obtain any terms, he was more penfive than 
before i for he clearly perceived, that unlels the 
force of France raifed the flege, he Ihould lolfe 
his good town of Ypres. He therefore wrote 
other letters, ginng a detail of what anfwers 
he had received, and what was going forwards, 
which he fent by one of his own knights to his 
fon and daughter of Burgundy, who refided at 
Compiegne. The bifliop of Liege left the earl, 
and returned through Douay and Valenciennes 
to his own country. 
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CHAP. LVIII. 

THE KING OF FRANCE ISSUES A GRAND SUM- 
MONS,^ WITH THE INTENTION OF RAISING 
THE SIEGE OF YPiJlES.— SOME OF THE EARL 
OF FLANDERS' MEN ARE DEFEATED BY THE 
ENGLISH BEFOJIE TI|E CHURCH OF EMENIN. 

THE duke of Burgundy, being convinced 
that things would end badly if the king of 
France with an army did not provide a remedy, 
exerted himfelf for. a parliament to be holdenat 
Compiegne of all the great barons and princes 
of the realm of France, 

. To this parliament all who were fumfnoned 
came, and the duke of Brittany perfonally at- 
tended. It was there difcufTed, whether or not 
the king of France, with his uncles the dukes 
of Berry, Burgundy and Bourbon ftiould march 
to Flanders with a greater force than he had 
commanded at Rofebecque, to raife the fiege of 
Ypres, and offer combat to the EngliQi and 
Flemings, if they fliould think proper to wait 
for hinv. 

It was refolved in the affirmative ; and the 
king of France iffued his fummons throughout 
the kingdoin for every man to be at Arras, or 
in that neighbourhpodj^ by the 15th day of Au- 
guft, provided with all things fuitable to his 
rank. The king wrote alfo to thofe at a dif- 
tance, fuch as the counts d'Armagnac and 
^avo^, and tp duke Frederick of Bavaria, 

This 
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This duke was in upper Germany, and the fon 
of one of the brothers of the reigning duke: 
he was very defirous of vifiting the court of 
France and bearing arms for it, as he was fond 
of every fort of honour ; and they had told 
him, which he believed as fact, that all honours 
ia the world were to be had in France. Duke 
Frederick, being at fuch a dillance, was the 
iirft fent for: he made his preparations on re- 
ceiving the fummons, and faid he would come 
■through Hainault, to visit his uncle and his 
«oufin8, the count de Blois and others. 

During the time thefe warlike preparations 
were making, the fiege of Ypres continued With 
^reat vigour. There were many attacks and 
fkirmifhes, in which feveral were killed or 
wounded : but the governor, fir John de Saint 
Pi, made fo good a defence, that no eifential 
'damage was done. 

During this fiege, the earl of Flanders was 
■infonned that the church of Emenin was ftrong, 
and worth pollefling ; for, lliould the Engliih 
come thither, they would eafily take it, as it 
Jiad no garrifon, and they would from thence 
much harrafs the country. The earl refolved to 
take poffeflion of it ; and, fending for fir Johii 
An Moulin, he faid to him, — ' Sir John, collect 
>a body of men from this town, and with crofs- 
bows go to Emenin, and gain the church, left 
the EngUlh fortify it; for, if they mn it, they 
will harrafs all the furrounding country.' Sir 
John rephed, he would willingly do fo, and 
immediately made preparations for the excur- 
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fion. On the morrow mprmng, he momnted 
his horfe, accompanied by a yomig kni^t, ^ 
baftard fon of the earl of Flanders, called fir 
^John Sans-terre, and about fixty lances, witii 
the fame iiumber of archei^ On their leaying 
lille, they took the road to Emenin, but found 
only a few men at arms th^e, who, of their 
Dism freer will, were guarding the church ^ 

This fame day, about two bundned Engiifh 
and Gafcon lances made alfo an excurfion ; and 
learning from the foragers that there were fome 
men at arms and cro&*bows in Emenia, they 
ftuck fpjirs into their horfes, and neyer halted 
,imtil Hiey arrived at the town, wbsa^ difinount-c 
illg in liie iquare before th^ church, they 
l^afped their fpears and (bouted their cries. 

Sir John du Moulin and the bayard of Flan- 
ders, feeing from this foody qf men that a com- 
bat was unavoidable, formed i|i battle-array ii| 
the fquare, and ordered their crofsrhows to 
ihoot: they at firft wounded feveral of thie 
Engiifh, who foon broke through them; but 
for a fmall body they made a good fight, 
though many were flruck down, wounded and 
killed. 

The EhgUih were fo fuperior in nupibers^ 
that the Flemings were defeated, and the two 
knights made prifoners, who behaved galhmtly 
in defending themfelves. Of the remainder^ 
many were taken;* and very few returned to 
Lille, being moMy flain or ci^tured- Thus 
ended this expedition to Emenin, which greatly 
vexed the earl c^ Flanders, but at that tiine he 
i.\., . i could 



could not help it. The Gafcoas and English 
carried their prifoners with them, and made 
mucli of them ; but it was not long before thejr 
ranfomed themfelves. 



CHAP. LIX, 

THE EKGLISII AND GHENT MEN MAKE A SHAl* 
ATTACK ON YPRES; BUT, LEARNING THAT 
THE KING OF FUANCE HAD MARCHED AN 
ARMY INTO ARTOIS, THEY INSTANTLY BREAK 
UP THE SIEGE. 

TT always happens, that in war there are 
•*■ gains and loflbs : very extraordinary are the 
chances, as tliofe know well who follow the 
profeflion. The fiege of Ypres was pushed on 
with unwearied force ; and it was fiilly the in- 
tention of the biftiop of Norwich, the Englifl^ 
and Peter du Bois, to conquer Ypres by ftorm 
or otUerwife, as the vigour of their attacks 
fhewed. 

Among the many aflaults, there was one 
much feverer than the reft; for it lafted from 
morning until almoli night. Many vaUant ac- 
tions were done by leveral on both fides> and 
the Englidi and Flemings made vaft exertions 
to conquer it. The befieged created that day- 
four knights, John de St. Pi, nephew to the go- 
vernor, Friin9ois Belle, George Belle, and John 
■Belle, who &ewed themfehes good knights ip 
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^is find di^kky of their knighthood. An^Englifli 
'jKiuire^ caiUed Lewis liii) was killed at this at- 
>^ack, whicb was very (harp; c^d numbers 
were wounded tOn ^eadii £de^ who too ra(My 
•expofed themfelves. 

The Englifh archers^ poUed on the ditches of 
ithe town, shot fo expertly and rapidly that 
Scarcely any dared to appear pn the battlements 
to defend the place. There were collected that 
.jday in Ypres two tons , of artillery^ efpecialljr 
arrows^ which were shot into the town, fo that 
none ventured to pafs through thofe ftreets 
•/lear the walls whei^ the attack was m^e^ 
for fear of being killed, if not well vmed mi 
shielded. 

TJiis attack tailed until night, when t^e 
.sEngiisb and Flemings, who had fought the 
whole day in two battalions, returned ' to the 
camp quite tired, as were likewiie thofe in the 
towo. 

! The iEkiglish and Flemings, finding they 
icould not take the town by ftorm, and having 
^expended much of their artillery, refolved to 
have quantities of faggots made and collected, 
with which and earth they could fill up the 
ditches, fo that they might advance to fight 
hand to hand with the garrifon, undermine the 
walls, andy by throwing them down, win the 
place. 

Workmen were inftantly Employed to pro- 

-cure and cut down as much wood ais poflible in 

the neighbourhood of Ypres, which was to be 

^pflaced within fide of the ditches and covered 

iiii with 
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with earth : but this was not fo foon done, nor 
could they accomplish their intentions; for the 
king of France, having a great defire to raife 
this fiege and fight with the English at all 
events, haftened his preparations, fet out from 
Compiegne and marched to Arras. 

The conitable of France, with many barons 
who formed the van of the army, had already 
arrived) and were quartered in Artois. The 
duke of Brittany came with two thoufand 
lances, as he was anxious to affift his coufin the 
earl of Flanders on this occafmn. Indeed he 
was much bounden fo to do, for he had found 
him, in former times, eager to befriend him in 
his diilrefs. All the lords, both from far and 
near, were on their march and at hand. The 
count of Savoy and the count of Geneva, came 
with feven hundred honed Savoyards, Duke 
Frederick of Bavaria was liaftening with aftrong 
body of men at arms, and had arrived in 
Hainault. He refided at Quefnoy with his 
uncle duke Albert, his aunt, the duchefs Mar- 
garet, and with his coulins. 

The dukes of Lorraine and Bar arrived with 
a large body in Artois. Sir William de Namur, 
not having attended the former war, as the earl 
had excufed him, came with two hundred good 
lances to ferve the king of France and duke of 
Burgundy. He had palTed through Hainault, 
and fixed his quarters in the country round 
Tournay. It was wonderful to fee what bodies 
of men different lords brought to ferve the king 
^f Frai^ceT 
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The count Guy de Blois lay ill at Leindrecy^ 
during the whole time thefe warlike prepara. 
lioBS were makiug, and neither himfielf nor his ' 
people knew if he would be able to bear the 
&6gue» of this campaign with the king. He 
was carried in a litter to Beaumont in Hainault, 
and was fomewhat better, for that air was inore 
agreeable to him than that oi Landiecy. Nofr- 
withfianding he was vei^ unwell and feeble, he 
inade ample preparaticMis, as did his depend-* 
ants in the c<mntry oi Blois, fuch as the lord 
de Montigny, the lord de Vrefin, fir Vilhennes 
de St. Martin, fir Waleran de Douftienne go- 
vernor of Remorentin, and iOher knights and 
fquires who came to fenre under the youttg king 
f3i France, 

News was brought to the biihop of Norwich^ 
fir Hugh Calveriey and the Englifh befieging 
Ypres, that the king of France was haftening, 
by forced marches, with an army of upwards of 
tw^ity thoufaiid men at arms, knights and 
fquires, and fixty thoufJEuid other men. Tim 
intelligence was repeated from fo many quar- 
ters, that at laft it was thought to be true, for 
at firil they would not believe it^ They heard 
for certain that it was fo, and that if they re- 
mained where they were, they would have to 
fight with them. They alfo leamt that the 
duke of Brittany was with the king of France, 
and coming againft th^n, which aftoniflied 
them much. 

They called a council on this informatioB, to 



^ Lmdrecy, — a itrong to\ni in Haioault, dioceie df Cooitrmy. 
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confider what line of conduct to purfue. Hav- 
ing weighed every circumftance, and not find- 
ing themfelvea in fuiEcient lirength to wait for 
the whole force of the king, they judged it to 
he more prudent for Peter dii Bois, Peter la 
Nuitre and the Ghent men to return to their 
"town, and the Eiiglifli to retreat towards Ber- 
gues and Bourboorg, which they were to gar- 
rifon: and if any fo/ce fhould conie from EjJg- 
land, or if king Richard or his uncles Ihould 
rrofs the fea, they 'would fend them udnt* 
of it. 

This refolution was sidopted, and they broke 
tip tlveir camp. The Ghent men fct out on 
their return home, where they arrived. The 
English retired (o Bergiies and Bourbourg, and 
entered the forts whicli they had coiKpiered. 

The day that the English began their retreat, 
Thomas lord Percy, fon to the earl of Nor- 
thumbepland, arrived. He came from Pruffir, 
and hearing on his road that the kings of 
France and England were to engage in the 
plains of Flanders or Artois, each at the head 
of his army, the knight was fo much rejoiced, 
and had fo great a defire to be prefent at the 
battle, that the journey, which at a moderate 
rate of travelling would have taken forty daypy 
be performed in foniteen, leaving his equipage 
and fervants behind, and frequently changing 
horfes. He afterwards learnt that his baggage 
had arrived in lefs than twenty days in the 
town of Ghent, Such good will and gallantry 
deferve much praife. 

CHAP, 
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CHAP. LX. 

l^tJKE FREDERICK OF BAVARIA ARRIVES AT THll 
ARMY OF THE KING OF FRANCE.-^-<:OUN1^ 
GUY DB BLOIS^ NOTWITHSTANDING HIS ILL 
HEALTH, COMES TO ARRAS ATTENDED BY 
HIS MEN AT ARMS; 

INTELLIGENCE was brought to the king of 
France, in the city of Arras, and to the 
lords with him, that the Englii^h and Ghent 
men had raifed the siege and decamped! from 
before Ypresi The king was eager to hurry 
trnttt^rs and ptlrfue them^ fo that they shouI4 
not efcape* He fet oat from Arras, and came 
to Mont St. Eloy, a very handfome abbey, 
where he remained four days waiting for the 
arrival of the duke of Berry. The army wjeis 
contiuually increafed by thofe who came t^ jt 
from all parts^ and it was known, through th0 
conliable, the marshals and sir Guifcard count 
dauphin, mailer of the crofs-bows, that the 
king had with him upwards of one hundred 
thoufand men. 

The king departed from Mont St; Eloy, fol- 
lowing the road to St. Omer, and came to Aire^ 
of which place the vifcount de Meaux was 
governor* He tarried there two days, the army 
Hill increafing* The conliable with the vaa 
were advanced, and quartered in the town of 
Caffel. The king went to St. Omer, where, he 
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■fiopped for the an-ival of his people, who wfirrf 
coming to him from every quarter. 

When duke Frederick of Bavaria arrived at 
the army, the great barons of France, in order 
to do him honour, went out to meet him, as he 
had come from fuch a diftant country to ferve 
the king, who entertained him handfomeiy, and 
was thankful for his arrival. He caufed him to 
be quartered as near to himfelf as poffible 
during the whole expedition, as was but juft. 

In the army were full three hundred thou- 
sand horfes : and- it was wonderful where pro- 
vifions could come from, or be found to fupply 
fnch an army. At times, indeed, there was a 
fcarcity; at others, they had abundance. Tlws 
count Guy de Blois, who refided at Beaumont 
in Hainault, notwithftanding he was not yet 
recovered from the long iltncfs he had been vi- 
fited with during the fummer, thought it would 
not be for his honour to remain idle, when fa 
many great and powerful princes and lords were 
in the field ; befides, inquiries had been made 
after him, as he was one of the leaders of the 
rear-ward. It was therefore better for him to 
join them, trufting to the will of God, than 
to remain behind under a fuppofition of dif- 
fembling. 

This gallant lord began his jonmey; but as. 
he was unable to ride, he ordered his Utter, and 
took leave of the lady his wife, and of his fon 
Lewis. Several of his council, on account of 
the great heat and clofenefs of the weather, 
[ooked on this journey as a wrong raeafure, 
whilft 
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IfrKilft others who heard of it thought it a great 
Jiroof of his courage. He was accompaxnteidf 
from Hainault by the lord de Sanzefi^ the iord 
de Han^dlesi fir Gerard de Warrieres, fit* 
Thomas de Diftre, the lord de Dbuftrenent, 
John de Ghifnelle^ who was creat^ a knight 
on the. road^ and feveral more. He pafTedF 
through Cambray, and came to ArrAs, and thcf 
longer he travelled the better was his health. 
His y^SMs from Blois, hearing of his journey, 
went to meet him. On his Arrival' at An^i 
his people collected together, to the ambiint of 
more than four hilndred lances, and .always fbl-^ 
lowed htm* He had his provifions from Haiit- 
cnll^ and in this refpect was moll abundant- 
ly ftipplied. Let us return to the king of 
trance^ 



CHAP, LXI. 

the van of the french army takes cassel 
and trughen. — the english abandon 
b£rgues, and . retire to bourbourg, 
Wherein the king of france besieges 

THEM. 

THE king of France continued his march to 
St. Omor, where he halted and refrefhed him- 
felf. The van, with the coniiable and marshals^ 
advanced to CafTel, which was in the hands of tfie 

English* 
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Engllfh. The town was attacked, taken by Ilorm, 
and all in it put to the fword. Thofe who could 
efcape retreated to Bergues, where was fir Hugh 
Calrerley with full three thoufand Englifli. The 
bifliop of Norwich was not there, having retired 
to Gravehnes, to be the fooner at Calais (hould 
there be occafion. The Englifh had burnt and 
pillaged all the country near to CalVel. 

The king of France, on his arrival at St. Oraer, 
was lodged at an abbey out of the town, on the 
road to Bergues, called Ranombergues, where he 
remained. He came there on a Friday, and on 
the following day the conftable, the marihals, 
with the lord de Coney and a great number of 
good men at arms, took the field and came be- 
fore the caftle of Trughen, wherein were about 
three hundred men at arms, who had formed a 
garrifon of this place the whole feafon. 

They made a vigorous attack on the caftle, and 
exerted themfelves very much : indeed, they were 
forced to dofoif they wilhed for conqueft, as the 
Englifli within defended themfelves fo valiantly 
that it was marvellous to think of their prowefs. 
However, by continued attacks, and gallant deed* 
of arms, the caftle was taken, and all within put 
to death, for the conftable would not fliew mercy 
to any one. In the lower court was found the 
moft beautiful white horfe that had been feen for 
years, which was prefented to the conftable, who 
inftantly fent it to the king of France. The king 
willingly accepted the horfe, and was fo pleafed 
with it that he rode it all Sunday. 
. . Vol. VI, X The 





The count de Blois, at this period, arrived at 
' the army with his company. He was appointed 
to the rear divifion, as he had been laft year at 
the battle of Rofebecque, in company wilh the 
connt d'Eu, the count de Harcourt, the lord de 
Chatilton and the lord de la Fere. Men at arms 
were conftantly coming in from all parts. It was 
a fine dry fummer, otherwlfe it wonld have been 
bad for the horfes near the fea-shore andimpof ■ 
fible for them to have advanced into the country, 

All the English escept the bishop, who, quh 
thunderftnick, was gone to Gravelines, had 
tired into the town of Bergues, which was oi 
inclofed by a palifade and ditches: he forely 
pented having undertaken this expedition, for 
faw that all he had done would now be turned 
with shame againfl him, and was fHll more forry 
for the words he had uttered which had been re- 
peated through France. He had boafted during 
the time he was befieging Ypres, that he would 
there wait for the king of France and his army, 
and offer them combat. He now felt how fud- 
denty he had been forced to raife the fiege and 
fly, for his army could not refift that of the king. 

The English at Calais found great fault with 
him, faying he had very ill employed the pope's 
money. In truth, the duke of Lancafter, who had 
been prevented by this expedition of the bishop 
from carrying his own into execution, did not 
wish it would turn out otherwife. The principal 
barons of England were of the fame fentiment; 
for when fir William Windfor, their marshal, fent 
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to tell them, whilft before Ypres, that if they 
wished for reinforcements, they should have verV 
numerous ones, the bishop anfwered, as did fif 
Thomas Trivet and fir William Helmon*j that 
they had ftrength enough, and more thart they 
wished, to combat the king of France and the 
army he could bring againft them. But fir Hugh 
Colverley, who had feen more fervice than any 
of the othersj had always held a different lan- 
guage, and faid during the fiege of Ypres, when 
he heard of the offer from the barons in Eng- 
land, — * Gentlemen, youfeem to have great con- 
fidence in your fl:rength: why should we refiife 
the afiiftsnce of our countrymen, when they offer 
to come to us and the country confents to it ? 
A day may GOme, pefhaps, when we shall repent 
of our refiifal,' But thefe words were not at- 
tended to, as they faid they had men fufficient. 
Things therefore continued as they were, and in 
the end they loft more thun they gained by it. 

Sir Hugh Calverley, on his arrival at Bergues, 
quartered himfelf and his men in the different 
hdtels and houfes of the town : they were in the 
whole, including archers; more than four thou-i 
fand men. Sir Hugh faid, — * I am determined to 
keep this town ; it is of good ftrength, and we are 
enough to defend it. I expect we shall have, in 
five or fix days, reinforcements from England; 
for they wilUeam our fituation, and alfo the force 
of our enemies.* All replied, ' God affift us !' 

* Sir W. Hdmoa. fJoihwii, scconiiDg to Carte. 
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Upon this, he made very prudent regulations^ 
on dividing his men under pennons and: into 
companies^ to mount the walls and guarcl the 
gates, he found he had numbers fufficient. He 
ordered all the ladies and i women, children and 
lower clafles of inhabitants to retire into a churchy 
virhence they were not to ftir. 

The king of France was at the abbey of Ka* 
nombergues, and learnt that the English had re- 
treated to Bergues. A council was held on the 
occaiion^ when it was ordered that the van, with 
the conflable and marshals, should advance be-^ 
jond the town and encamp on one of its fides ; 
and the king of France, with the du^es of Berry, 
Burgundy and Bourbon would follow with the 
main army ^ that the count de Blois and the 
count d'Eu, with the rear divifion, should Jodge 
themfelyes on the other fide of the town, and 
thus furround the English. 

This plan was executed; and the king fet out 
from Ranombergues, attended by his whole army. 
It was a beautiful fight to behold thefe banners, 
pennons and helmets glittering in the fun, and 
fuch numbers of men at arms that the eye could 
»ot compafs them : they feemed like a moving 
foreft, fo upright did they hold their lances. 
Thus they marched in four divifions towards 
Bergues, to inclofe the English in that town. 

About eight o'clock in the morning, an English 
herald entered the town, who, by the courtefyof 
the lords of France, had paffed through their 
army : he waited on fir Hugh Calverley iii his 

hotels 



hotel, and fpoke fo loud that every one hearef ! 
him. ' Herald, whence doft thou come?' ' My ' 
lord,' repliedtheherald, *Icomefromthe Frenclt 
army, where I havefeen the fmeft men at arms, 
and in fuch vaft numbers that there is not at thi* j 
day another king who can (hew the like.' 

* And thefe fine men at arms which thou arl j 
fpeaking of,' faid fir Hugh, 'what number artf ' 
they ?' ' By my faith, my lord, they are full '^ 
twenty-fix thoufand men at arms; handfomer , 
nor better armed were never feen.' 

'Ha, ha!' replied fir Hugh, who was much- \ 
provoked at the latter part of his fpeech, ' thoO 
art a fine fellow to come and mock us with thit 
pompous tale. I know well thou haft lied; for J 
many a time have I feen the armies of Franceyl 
but they never amounted to twenty -fix thoufand iJ 
no, not even to fix thoufand men at arms.' 

As he faid this, the watch of the town, who J 
was at his poft, founded his trumpet, for the vaft { 
of the enemy was about paffing near the walls. ■ 

Sir Hugh then, addreffing the knights andJ 
fquires prefent, faid ; ' Come, come : let us go 1 
and fee thefe twenty-fix thoufand men at amu'l 
march by, for our watch blows his horn.' They J 
went on the walls of tlie place, and, leaning ( 
them, obferved the march of the van, 
might have confifted of about fifteen hundrt 
lances, with the confl:able, the marlhals, the^ 
mailer of the crofs-bows and the lord de Coucy.J 
Next came the duke of Brittany, the earl of 
Flanders and the count de St. Pol, who had un- 
der 
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der their command about fifteen hundred lanoea 
mprei Sir t)ugh Calverley, who thought he 
had fedu the whde army, faid,-!-^* Now fee if I 
did not fay truth : where are thef(p twenty-fix 
thoufand nien i Why, if they be three thout 
fand men at arms, they are ten «thoufand« 
Let us go to our dinqer, for ( do not yet fee 
fuch i| force as fhould oblige v^ to furrender 
the town. This herald would fright^ ua well^ 
if we were to belieye him.' 

The herald was much aflntmed, but he faid,"^ 
^ My lord^ you b^ye as y^t only feen the van? 
guard: tl^e king and his uncles are behind with 
%he vlfJ^in armyn and there is befides a rear divir 
fiOn^i whicli confiUs of more thaa two tbouiand 
lances. You wiU fee the whole m four hours, if 
you remain here.^ 

Sir Hugh paid not any attention to him, but 
returned to h^s houfe, faying he had feen every 
thing, and feated himfelf at table. He had fcarce-f 
\y done fo^i than (l^e watch a^ain blew his hora, 
^ad fo Iqud as if he wquld burft it. Sir Hugh 
|ofe from table, faying he would fee what was 
the caufe of this, and mounted the battlements. 
At this jfnoment, the king of France marched by, 
attended by his uncles, the duke Frederick, the 
duke of Lorraine^, the count of Savqy, the dau- 
phin of Auyergne, the count de la Marche and 
their troops : in this battalion were full fixteei^ 
thoufand lances. Sir Hugh felt himfelf much dif- 
appointed, and faid to the herald^ who was by his 
fide^ * I have been in the wrong tq blame you ; 

comcj^ 




L 



311 

come, come : let us mount our horfes and fare 
ourfelves, for it will do us no good to remain here. 
I no longer know the ftate of France: 1 have ne- 
ver feen fuch numbers collected together by three- 
fourths as I now fee and have feen in the van : be- 
fides, the rear divifion is ftill to come.' Upon this, 
fir Hugh Calverley left the walls and returned to 
his houfe. All the horfes being ready faddledand 
loaded, they mounted, and, having ordered the 
gates to be opened which lead to Bourbourg, they 
fet off without any noife, carrying with them all 
their pillage. Had the French fufpected this, they 
could eafily have flopped them ; but they were ig- 
norant of it for a long time, fo that they were near- 
ly arrived at Bonrbourg before they heard of it. 

Sir Hugh Calverley halted in the plain to wait 
for his rear and baggage. He was very melan- 
choly, and faid to fir Thomas Trivet and otherc 
who had come to meet him ; * By my faith, gen- 
tlemen, we have this time made a moft ihameful 
expedition : never was fo pitiful or wretched a one 
made from England. You would have your wills, 
^d placed your confidence in this biQiop of Nor- 
wich, who wanted to fly before he had wings; 
now fee the honourable end you have brought it 
to. There is Bourbourg ! if you choofe it, retire 
thither; but for my part I fliall march to Grave- 
lines and Calais, becaufe I fmd we are not of fuf- 
iicient ftrength to cope with the king of France,* 

Xbe Englifli knights, confcious they had been 
to blame in feveral things, replied; ' God help 
us ! we (hall return to Bourbourg and wait t 



I 



312 

evietit, fuch as God may pleafe to:ordain/ ; Sir 
Hugh on this left them ; and they threw. tHem- 
(elves into Bourbourg. 

' The king of France heard that the Englifh had 
•marched from Bergues and retreated to Bour- 
bburg, leaving Bergues quite empty; the gates Of 
which were opened to him, when the king en- 
tered with all who wifhed it. The firft who did 
fo found enough to pillage, for the Engljfh.had 
not been able to cairry away every thing. The 
women were faved and fent to St. Omer, but air 
moft all the men were put to death and the town 
fet on fire. The king marched oh to lodge at a 
^age, on account of the greatneis of the fire. 
This happened on a Friday ; and' the lords en- 
camped themfelves feparately in the fields jas well 
as they could. It was fortunate for them that it 
was dry weather, for it could not be a finer fea- 
fon, had it been cold and rainy, they could rioufc 
have foraged. Indeed it was wonderful where 
they foundibrage for fuch numbers of horfes, as 
well as provifion for fo large an army. But on 
the day on which they came before Bourbourg 
great quantities of ilores arrived, of which the 
lords of France were duly informed. They re- 
folved to furround the town and attack it. : The 
Bretons were, from avarice, eager to take it, on 
account of the great booty they expected to fincj 
there. 

; On the Saturday morning it was clear weather, 
i^nd the army made itfelf ready to march to Bour* 
bowrg. The van-guard, the duke of Brittany, the 

earl 
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earl of Flanders, the count de St.' Pol, the con- ■ 

ftableofFrance, with about three thoufandlances, | 

marched on the outfide of the walls, and halted i 

oppofite to the king's diviiiou, which couliiied j 

of the fiiielt men at arms that could be feen or J 

imagined. They advanced to a large plain be- J 

fore Bourbourg, where the different lords drew I 

up their men; and it was for a long time their I 

intention to ftorm the place. Banners and pen- -I 

lions were flying in the wind, and each lord un- J 

der his own banner. The lords of France made I 

a fplendid ihew, and had not been fparing of *] 

any exponce in exhibiting appearances ftiitable j 

to their rank. The lord de Coney and his ftate J 

were particulai'Iy noticed, fur lie had led courfers ' i 

richly caparifoned, and ornamented with houfings J 

with the ancient arms of Coney mixed with thofe I 

he now bore. He himfelfwas mounted on a '.J 
beautiful horfe, on which he rode from fide to 

fide in a moii graceful manner, to tlie delight of , 
thofe who faw him : all praifcd him for the agree- 
able manner with which he addreffed every one. 

The other great lords kept np a ftate fuitabie I 
to their dignity. More than four hundred knights 

.were this day created. , The heralds muftered j 

the knights who were before Bourbonrg with the, J 

king, and they amounted to from feven to nine I 

thoufand. In the army were upwards of twen- i 

ty-five thoufand men at arms and fquires. t 

The Englifli were at their pofts in the town of 1 

Bourbonrg, and, feeing this immenfe force of the j 

king of France before them, expected an affault; I 

they we pleafed at the thought; but when they I 



found themfelves fhut np in a town which was 
only defended by palifadoes, they ^ere not fo 
well fatisfied : however, like men of courage, they 
had polled themfelves in companies round the 
town. The lord Beaumont* (who is an earl in 
England, and his name Henry) commanded one 
hundred men at arms and three hundred archers^ 
to guard one part of the town: fir William Elm- 
ham, with as many men, guarded another part. 
Sir John de Chateauneuf, with the Gafcons, had 
another quarter to defend as far as the tower^ 
oppofite to the quarters of the conftable, The 
lord Ferrers, an Engliflm^an, was with forty men 
at arms and as many arohers at another part, fo 
that the whole place was well guarded with men 
ltt arms and archers. Sir William Farrendon, 
fir Matthew Redeman, and fir Nicholas TracT 
tonf, with two hundred men and as many arch-r 
ers, were pofted in the fquare before the church. 
They had appointed a body of men to watch and 
extinguifh any fires that might happen; for the 
Englifh were much afraid of the town being 
burnt, as the houfes were only covered with 
thatch. 

In this fituation were the Englifh. I muft jiow 
relate the gallant action which Francis Atremen 
performed this fame Friday in the evening, when 
the king of France, after having taken Bergues^ 
continued his march. 

* Lord Beaumont. FroifTart miftakes: he was a baron, and 
his name was John : his fon's name was Henry. Sec Dugdale. 
f Q, If not DravtQn, or Trcfliam. 
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CHAP. LXII. 



FRANCIS ATBEMEN SURPRISES OUDENARDE IS 
THE NIGHT-TIME. 



FRANCIS Atremeii, Peter du Bois, Peter le 
Nuitre and the other oaptaiut, after their 
return to Ghent from the iiege of Ypres, were 
daily and nightly imagining how they couid an- 
noy their enemies. Francis Atremen found out, 
that tlie governor of Oudenarde, sir Gilbert de 
Lieneghen and the men at arms, had left Oude- 
narde, by orders from the earl of Flanders, and 
were with the army of the king of Ffance before 
Bergues and Bourbourg, He alfo learnt that tlie 
town was careiefsly guarded, and that the ditches 
in the meadows on the road to Hamme were dry, 
as they had emptied tliem of water to get the fift, 
fo that the walls of the town might be approach- 
ed on foot, and might be entered with ladders. 
Such was the intelligence the fpies of Francis 
Atrement had brought to Ghent, wlio, at their 
leifure, had examined tlie town; for the guards 
held the Ghent men very cheap, and, as it were» 
had forgotten, or were quite indifferent concern.- 
ing them. 

When Francis Atremen had heard all this from 
his fpies, he went and related it to Peter du Bois, 
and faid; ' Peter, fuch is the situation of Oude- 
narde : I am refolvcd to rilk the chance of taking 
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it with fcaling ladders : there never can be fo good 
an opportunity as the prefent, for neither the go- 
vernor nor the men at arms are in it, but with 
the king of .France near St. Omer, and they have 
Hot the leall fear or fufpicions of any one.' 

Peter du Bois inftantly affented to the propo- 
fal, and faid; * Francis, if you fucceed in this 
ekpedition, no man will ever have behaved bet^ 
ter, and every one will praife you for fo gallant 
lan action/ * I do not know,' replied he, * how 
it may turn out, but my courage does not fail 
me, and my heart tells me that this night I (hall 
gain Oudenarde.' 

Franici^ Atrementhen chofe four hundred men 
in whom he had the gi-eateft confidence, and, to^ 
wards night-fall, fet out on his road to Oudenarde. 
It was in the pionth of September, when the nights 
are tolerably long, and fuch beautiful weather that 
it was a pleafure to be out in it. About midnight 
they arrived in the meads of Oudenarde, having 
ladders with them. As they were traversing the 
marihes, there was a poor woman gathering grafs 
for her cows, who, hiding herfelf, heard their con- 
verfation, and knew from it that they were Ghent 
men going to furprife the town, for she faw them 
carrying ladders. She was at firft much frighten- 
-^, but recovering courage, faid to herfelf, that 
fhe would haften to the town and inform the 
guard of what (he had heard and feen. She made 
for the town by a (hort path (he was acquainted 
with, and arrived at the ditches before the Ghent 
men, when flie began to moan and complain, fo 

that 
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that one oi' tlie night-guard going his roumis 
heard liev, and ajked who ilic was, flie faid (he 
was a poor, woman who had come to tell them 
that a body of Ghent men were clofe at hand ; 
and that flie had feen them earr3'ing many lad- 
ders to furprife Ondeiiardei but now ilie had 
given this inibnnatiim (]ib muft get away, for 
fhould they meet her ihe would be a dead woman. 
The poor woman departed, and the watch re- 
mained perfectly attoniilied. He determined tp 
keep quiet where he was, to fee if this womart 
had told trnth. The Ghent men, without horn or 
trumpet, were Jilently advancing to begin their 
enterprife: they made not any noife except by 
talking. Francis Atremen fent forward four of his 
men, ordering them to reconnoitre without mak- 
ing the leaft noife by coughing or othenvife, and 
report to him, ihould they obferve any thing. 

They obeyed their orders, and Francis Atrei- 
men remained hid in the marihes with his men, 
very near this poor woman, who heard and faw 
them dilliiictly ; but they did not notice her. The 
four men advancing up to the ditches, neither 
faw nor heard any thing. It was very unlucky; 
for, if they had but feen a lighted candle, they 
would have thought there had been a good watch 
kept. They returned to Francis telling him they 
had not feen any thing, nor heard the leaft noife. 

' I believe the watch has gone his rounds,' faid 

Francis, ' and is now retired to bed: come, let us 

take this upper road which leads to the gates, and 

enter the ditches.' The good woman heard thefe 

wordsj 
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Wordsj and what did fliedof Why, rtie inftantfy 
returned by tlie fame way as before, and came to 
the man who was liftening on the walls and told 
him all Ihe had heard, bpgging of hmi, for God's 
fake, to be on his guard and j^ to the Ghent gate 
to fee if his companions were in a proper ftate, 
for very shortly the Ghent men would be at their 
port. ' I tiinft now return,' faid the woman, 'ai 
I dare not (lay longer, but I have told yoii all I 
have feen and heard : pay proper attention to it, 
for I shall not again come to you this night.' 
On faying which, (he departed 

The man now remained alone, but did not treat 
the information he had received with indifference* 
He went to the gate leading to Ghent, where he 
found the guard playing at dice. ' Gentlemen,' 
faid he, ' have you well faftened your gates and 
your barriers ? for a woman came to me thiai 
night, and gave me notice of her having feen a 
body of Ghent men marching hither.' ' Yes,' re- 
plied they : ' our gates are faft enough : but may 
a fcurvy night befal this woman, who has thus 
alarmed you at fuch an houri There probably 
were cows and calves that had got untied, and 
thefe {he fancied to have been Ghent men com^ 
ing hither ; they have not any fuch intentions.' 

Whilethisconverfation was palling between the 
conftable of the watch and the guard at the gate, 
Francis Atremen and his companions were exe- 
cuting their plan: they had got into the ditches, 
which were dry, as they had fished them tfaii 
Week, and had broken down a little of the pali* 
fadM 
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fadesnearthe wdl, againll which they had pladed 
their ladders and had entered the town. They 
marched to the market-place without any noife, 
. and continued fo nntll they were all collected, 
When they met a knight, called fir Florens de 
Halle, lieutenant-governor, who was there on 
guard with about thirty men at arms of the town. 
The Ghent men began to shout, ' Ghent, Client '.' 
and to attack the guard whom they flew, as well 
as fir Florens de Halle, Thus was Oudenarde 
taken. You may fuppofe that the inhabitants, 
who were fleeping in their beds, were exceed- 
ingly aftoniflied when they heard theie ftiouts 
and faw the town taken by fcalado without hav- 
ing any remedy for it. Their houfir'S were forc- 
ed open, and tliofe within flain; for they were 
fo fuddenly furprifcd, there was not any help 
for it. Thofe who conid efcape did, leaving 
their houfes in a ftate of nakednefs, and leaping 
over the walls, faved themfelves by the ponds and 
ditches of the town. None of the rich men 
could carry any part of their wealth with them, 
but were happy if they faved their lives. This 
night great numbers were killed, or drowned ia 
the ponds; and thus ended this expedition. 

In the morning, when the Ghent men faw 
themfelves matters of the to^vn, they fent out of 
it all the women and children in their fliifts, or 
in the meaneil drefs they had. In this plight 
thofe who had efcaped got to Mons, Arras, 
Conde, Valenciennes or Tournay, in the beft 
manner they could. 

News was fpread e\ery where of the capture of 
Oudenarde. 
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Oudenarde. The inhabitants of Ghent wem 
greatly rejoiced at it, and faid that Francis Atre'- 
nien deferved to be highly prized for his valour. 
Francis Atremen remained governor of Oude- 
narde, where he gained great riches, with all 
forts of ftores, which was a fortunate circum* 
fiance for the captors, fuch as corn and wines of 
all forts. Every thing fell into their hands, and 
all the wealth which was there from France>. 
Flanders, and Tournay ; but whatever belonged 
to Hainault was faved, nor was any part of that 
taken but what was duly paid for. 



CHAP. LXIIL 

AYMERIGOT MARCEL^ AN ENGLISH CAPTAIN 

. ON THE BORDERS OF AUVERGNE, TAKES BY 

STRATAGEM THE CASTLE OF MARQUEL. — THE 

COUNTESS DAUPHINE RANSOMS IT FOR FIVE 

THOUSAND FRANCS* > 

TN this fcimc v/eek an almoft funilar adventure 
"^ happened in x\uvergr\e, where the Englifli 
held fcveral caftles bordering on the territories of 
the count dauphin, andonthofe of thebifhopsof 
St. Flour and of Clermont. The Englifti garrifons 
knew the country of Auvero^ne had been drained 
of men at arms, for the greater part of them were 
Avilli the king of France in Flanders: they, ii^ 
confequence, began to lay plans fpr furprifing 
fome of the ftrong places of Auvergne, Ayxneri- 
. . got 
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got Marcei, governor of Aloife, a handfome cafll^ 
fituated a league diftant from St. Flour*^ fet off 
from his caftle at day -break, attended only by 
thirty picked men. He marched filently for the 
l^nds of the comit dauphin, having formed his 
plan to take by fcalado the caftle of Marquel 
(which the count dauphin bears for his arms), 
and rode through woods and a clofe country. 
Aymerigot and his men took up their lodgings 
early in a fmall wood near the caftle, where they 
remained until fun-fet, and the garrifon had re- 
tired into the caftle: while the governor, whofe 
name was Girardon Buiflel, was at his fupper, 
the EngHfh, who knew well what they were to 
do, affixed their ladder's and entered the caftle at 
their eafc. 

Thofe pafling through the court faw them 
climbing over the walls, and inftantly cried out, 
* Treafon, treafon!' On Girardon hearing this, 
he had not iny hopes of faving himfelf but 
through a pHVate paffage which led from his 
apartment to the great tower, and which ferved 
as the dungeon of the caftle. Thither he in- 
ftantly ret'yed, taking with him the keys of the 
gates, andftiut himfelf in, whilft Aymerigot and 
his companions were otherwife employed. When 
they difcovered that the governor had efcaped 
into the great tower, which they wero unable to 
take, they faid they had done nothing, and re- 



* St. Flour, — a city of Aiiverj^nr, fiLiiatfrl <ni *i mcunta;ii, 
l^nerality of Rioni. 
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pented greatly having thus iDclofed themfelves^ 
for, the gates being faftened, they could not get 
out. Aymerigot having mufed a little, came to 
the tower, and, addrefling the governor, faid ; 
* Girardon, give us the keys of the caftle-gate, 
and I promife you we will leave it without do- 
ing any mifchief to the caftle/ * Indeed,' re- 
plied Girardon, * but you will carry oflf all my 
cattle: how can I believe you ?' * Give me thy 
hand,' faid Aymerigot to him, * and I fwear to 
thee, on my faith, that thou (halt not fufFer the 
fmalleil lofs.' Upon this, he like a fool, came 
to a fmall window in the tower, and offered his 
hand for him to pledge his faith on; but the 
moment Aymerigot got hold of it, he pulled it 
to him, fqueezing it very hard, and called for 
his dagger, fwearing he would flick his hand to 
the wall unlefs he gave up all his keys. 

Wlien Girardon faw himfelf thus caught, he 
was ftupified, as indeed he' had reafon; for Ay- 
merigot would not give up his hand without 
nailing it to the wall, unlefs he received the keys. 
With ills other hand, therefore, he gave the keys, 
for he had them near him. 

^ Now fee,' faid Ayn^erigot to his companions, 
when lie had got the keys, * if I have not well 
cheated the fool : I am equal to many fuch feats 
as this/ "i hey opened the tower gate, and, be- 
ing tlie mailers, put out of the caftle the gover- 
nor and all who were in it, without doing them 
anv other harm. 

News was carried to the counlefs dauphine, 

who 
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who refided at a ftrong caftle io the good town o£ 
Zaides, a league diftant, how the Englifh had 
won Marquel, The lady was much furprifed, 
and becaufe her lord, the dauphin was not in 
tlie country, {he iiiimediateSy fcnt to all the 
knights and fquires who were at home, to requeft 
they would afllft her in recovering poffeifion of 
her callle. Knights and fquires, on hearing 
this, inftantly waited on the lady and laid fiege 
to the caftle ; but the EngliHi were not alarmed 
and held the place for fifteen days. During this 
time the lady entered into a treaty, and Ayrae- 
rigot received five thoufand francs in hard mo- 
ney, for which he and his men furrendered it 
and returned to his garrifon. 

In another part thofe of Caluifel, of which, 
Perrot le Brenois was captain, harraffed much the 
countries of Auvergne andLimouQn. The Eng- 
glifli had at that lime upwards of fixty ftrong 
caftles on the hordcrs of Anvergne, Limoufm and 
Quercy, and they could march from fort to fort, 
even unto Bourdeaux. But the caftle which 
harrafl'ed the country the moft, was Ventadour*, 
one of the ftrongeft caftles in the world: the 
captain of it was a Breton, called GeofFry Tete 
noir. This Geoffry was a wicked man, fliewed 
mercy to none, and would juft as foon put to 
death a knight or fquire as a peafant: he held all 



* Ventadour, — A cafile in the tliocefc of Limoges, near 
Tullea. 
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mm io cheap, and was fo much feared by hi^ 
foldiers that they dared' not ailger him. 
• He maintained in this caftle full four hundred 
men, whom he paid regularly every moflth ; and 
the whole country was under fuch fubjectibn and 
awe of him, th;at none dared to ride over his 
lands. His caftle of Ventadour was more largely 
fupplied with every fort of ftore than that of any 
lord. There were warehoufes of Bruffels and 
' Normandy cloths, of furs, merceries and other 
articles, which h? fold to hte people, deducting 
the prices from their pay. He had ftores of fteel, 
iron, wax, fpices and every neceffary, in as great 
plenty as at Paris. Sonyetimes he made war on 
the Englifh as well as on the French ^ in order to 
be the more dreaded : and his caftle of Ventadour 
was always provided for a liege of feven years. 
We will now return to the affairs of Flanders. 



CHAP. LXIV. 



THE KING OF FRANCE ORDERS BOURBOURG TO 
BE.ATTACKED.-^IT IS SURRENDERED TO HIM 
BY CAPITULATION, WHEN THE ENGLISH QUIT 
FLANDERS. — HE THEN DISBANDS HIS ARMY. 

WHEN the king of France came before 
Bourbourg there were never feen fuch 
fine men at arms nor fuch numbers as he had 
with him. The lords and their men were all 
drawn up, and eager for the attack. Thofewho 
)iad reconnoitred the place faid, it could not 
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hold out long; but that it houIcI coft dearly hi 
men: and feveral wondered why the attack was 
delayed. Some faid, tliat the duke of Brittany 
and the earl of Flanders, who were on the other 
fide of the town, were treating with the Englifti 
to fiirrendcr without waiting fur the aflault. On 
this the Bretons, Burgundians, Normans, Ger- 
mans and others, who knew there was much 
wealth in the place, which, if taken by ftorm, 
would probably fall to their {hare, were much 
exafperated at the thoughts of a capitulation, 
and began to ikirmilh with the infantry at the 
barriers, withovit waiting for orders from the 
conftable or marflials of the army; indeeil, 
they were not forbidden to aflault it. This Ikir- 
mish increafed fo much that the French fet fire 
to the town by means of fire-arrows and cannons, 
fo that fuch a flame and fmoke came from the 
houfesofBourbourgas might have been feen forty 
leagues off. The attack then began with shouts j 
and fir William de Namur who, with his men, 
was in the front ranks, fought valiantly. Many 
gallant deeds were done, and the aflailants leap- 
ed cheerfully into the mud of the ditches above 
the knees, when they engaged with the English 
at thepalifade and barriers. 

The garrifon defended themfelves haudfomely : 
indeed they had need of their exertions, for they 
. knew not on which fide to turn themfelves. They 
were attacked on all parts : and the houfes of the 
town were blazing with fire, which more con- 
founded the English than any thing elfc. This, 
however. 



5S6 

however, did not throw them off their guard, not 
caufe them to quit their pofts. Sir Matthew 
Bedman and fir Nicholas Drslyton, with their 
men, in the centre of the town, endeavoured to 
check the progrefs of the fire; but it was fuch a 
dry feafon, that the fmalleft fpark fet the houfes 
in flames. It is certain, that if the attack had 
begun earlier, or had not the night come oh foon, 
the town muft have been taken by ftorm, but the 
approach of night put an end to it. Sir William 
de Namur's divifion had thirty-fix killed and 
wounded; and the army loft, according to the 
repdrt of the heralds,, upwards of five hundred. 
On the attack ceafing, the French retired to 
their quarters, to attend the fick and bury the 
dead. They faid, that on the morrow they 
would renew the attack, and it should be irre- 
fiftible. 

The English, all this Saturday night, were em- 
ployed in repairing the palifadoes which had been 
broken, in putting all things in a good ftate, and 
in extinguishing the fires in the town. They were 
in a moft perilous fituation, being fi^rrounded on 
all fides, without means of efcaping by flight. 

On the Sunday morning when the king had 
heard mafs, it was proclaimed through the army, 
that whoever should bring a faggot to the king's 
tent should receive a halfpenny, and ds.many 
faggots fo many halfpence. Thefe faggots were 
intended to be thrown into the ditches, fo that 
they might refolutely pafs over them, and engage 
with the English, on the Monday morning at the 

palifadofss^ 




palifadoes. Upon this all the lower ranks, Eind 
the ferrants, begaji to make faggots and carry 
them to the king's tent, in fo much that a very 
large heap of them was made there, 

Sunday palTed without any attack. Some fay 
that on this day, and appearances confirmed it, 
the duke of Brittany, who was on the oppofite 
fide of the town to the king, entered into nego- 
tiations with the Engllih, aware of the peril they 
were in. He advifed them to furrender the town, 
on their lives and fortunes heing fpared. This 
they were very willing to do, and they entreated 
the duke, through love of God, and in honour 
of his gentility, to undertake the bufinefs. 

The duke fent information of what he had 
done to the king, liis uncles, the conftable of 
France, the count de St. Pol and to the council. 
Having confidered how advifable it was to gain 
all the ftrong places in Flanders, in whatever 
manner they were offered to be furrendered, and 
that to win Bourbourg they muft renew the at- 
tack, which would coft them, probably, numbers 
of lives; befides, they (bould at lall only conquer 
a handful of men, who would defend themfelves 
until they dropped J the king of France and his 
uncles replied, that, in God's name, they would 
willingly agree to a treaty, if the duke of Brit- 
tany and the conftable of France would under- 
take it. In this manner Sunday patl, without 
any thing being done. I heard that, in the 
evening, on a promife of fafety, John de ChS- 
teauneuf, a Gafcon, and Remonnetde St. Marc, 
came 
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came to the tent of the lord Guy de la TremoQ* 
ille to play and amufe themfelves, where they 
fiaid all night. On the Monday-morning they 
returned to Bourbourg; and at their departure 
the lord Guy faid to them, ^ John and Remon- 
net, ye fliall both be my prifoners this even- 
ing/ They replied, they would prefer being 
his, than belonging to any other knight. 

Intelligence arrived this Sunday of the capture 
of Oudenarde, which much vexed fir Gilbert de 
Lieneghien the governor, as it had been loft 
through his abfence; but he was exculpated 
from all blame by his lord the earl of Flanders, 
who had fent for him. The count de Blois 
commanded the king's guard this Sunday, and 
every one thought the attack would be renewed 
on Monday: but in the morning it was pro- 
claimed through the army, that the king forbade 
any attack until further orders. This procla- 
mation made every one quiet; and feveral lords 
gueffed that the Englifli would efcape by means 
of a treaty, as the attack was forbidden. 

After dinner, thofe who were to negotiate 
came out of the town, fuch as fir William Elm- 
ham, fir Thomas Trivet, fir Nicholas Drayton, 
fir Matthew Redman and others, to the number 
of fourteen knights and fquires, whom the duke 
of Brittany, the conftable of France and the 
count de St. Pol, conducted to the tent of the 
king. 

The king was much pleafed thereat, as he 
had fcarcely feen any Englifli except fir Peter 

Courtenay, 
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Courtenay, who had come to Paris to fight with 
the lord Guy de la Ttemouille, but the king and 
his council liad made up the quarrel. Now, as 
the Englilh had beeu much renowned for gal- 
lantry and deeds of arms, the young king of 
France wilhed to fee them : and their treaty was 
much the better for it. 

On the Monday this negotiation was carried 
on in the king's tent, and in his prefence. There 
were alfo prefeut the dukes of Berry, Burgundy, 
Bourbon, Brittany, the earl of Flanders and the 
conftable of France, and no more. The duke of 
Brittany was very active in this bufmess: and it 
was fettled, that the Englifh Ihould depart from 
Bourbourg and Gravelines, and carry away with 
them as much of their wealth as they could. 
- Several of the Bretons, French, Normans and 
Burgundians were much vexed at this treaty, for 
they thought of partaking of the fpoils j but the 
king and his council had ordered it othecwife. 

After the treaty had been figned, the Englifh 
took leave of the king of France, his uncles, the 
duke of Brittany and the conftable, and went 
with the count de St. Pol, who carried them to 
fupper at his houfe, where he entertained them 
as handfomely as he could in fuch a fituation. 
After fupper he had them conducted to the 
gates of Bourbourg, for which they teftified to 
him their tharjis. 

The wholeofTuefday they employed in flioe- 
ing their horfes, and in packing up all their 
we^th, of which tliey had much, and in making 
preparations 
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preparations for their departure. On the >Wecl- 
nefday morning they loaded their baggage- 
horfes and began their march, paffing through 
the army with paflports from the king. The Bre- 
tons were much exafperated when they faw them 
fo loaded; and they treated very indifferently a few 
who tarried behind. Thus the Englifti marched 
to Gravelines, where thev halted. On the Thurf- 
day morning, when they left it, they fet fire to 
the place, burnt it to the ground, and arrived at 
Calais with all their pillage. They flopped 
there to refrefh themfelves, and to wait for a 
favourable wind to return to England. 

The king of France, and all the lords of his 
army with their attendants, entered Bourbourg 
on the Thurfday morning, when the Bretons 
began to plunder it, without excepting even the 
church of St. John: in w^hich church, a pillager 
having mounted on an altar, with the intent of 
forcing out a precious flone that was in the crown 
of an image made to reprefent tlie perfon of our 
Lady, the image turned about, and the pillager 
in his fright fell from the altar and was inflantly 
ftruck dead. This is a certain truth, for many 
perfons were witnefTes of it. Shortly afterwards, 
another pillager came with a fimilar intent of 
robbing the image; but all the bells began a 
peal without any one touching them, for no one 
could have rung them, the bell-ropes being drawn 
up and faftened. 

On account of thefe miracle?, the church was 
vifited by crowds. The king made a handfome 

preient 
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prefent to it, as did all the lords, fo that the 
amount of their gifts was upwards of three thou- 
fand francs. 

On Tuefday, the army began to decamp, and 
the king and conftable gave permifRon to feveral 
. of the men at arms to return home. The king 
thanked thofe who had come from diftant parts, 
and in a particular manner the duke of Bavaria 
and the count of Savoy, who had come from fuch 
a diftance to ferve him. Each lord now return- 
ed home, and the king went to Franlce ; but the 
duke of Burgundy ftaid a fhort time with his fa- 
ther-in-law the earl of Flanders, to regulate bis 
affairs, and refided at St. Omer. 

The lord de Coucy, with many knights and 
fquiires from Ponthieu, Vimeu and Picardy en- 
tiered Gravelines when the Englifh bad left it, 
repaired and greatly ftrengthened it, and made 
it a ganifon as a frontier to Calais. 

The countries of Furnes, Dunkirk, Dixmude 
and Nieuport were by degrees* re-peopled. They 
had loft every thing by this war, but they nbw 
began fomewhat to recover themfelve*. 
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CHAP. LXV. 

THE BISHOP OF NORWICH AND THOSE WHO AC- 
COMPANIED HIM IN HIS EXPEDITION ARE BADt 
LY RECEIVED ON THEIR RETURN TO ENGLAND. 
—CERTAIN GREAT PERSONAGES ARE DEPUTED 
TO NEGOTIATE A PEACE QR TRUCE BETWEEN 
THE KIN6S of FRANCE AND ENGLAND. — THE 
/ DUKE OF BAVARIA DIES. 

YOU muft know that the duke of Lancafier 
was not very forry this expedition of the 
bifliop of Norwich X had failed, for by it his in- 
tended voyage to Spain arid Portugal had been 
fruftrated. When thefe knights returned to 
England, they were attacked by the common 
people, wlio told them they had behaved very 
badly in their expedition, for, from the profpe- 
rity they had been blefled with at the beginning, 
they ought to have conquered all Flanders. 

Sir Thomas Trivet and fir William Elmham 
were more blamed than the reft ; but fir Hugh 
Calverley was not any way found fault with, 
either by the king's council or the populace, for 
they well knew, that if they had paid attention 
to what he had advifed, the event would have 
been more to their honour. 

They laid to their charge, that they had fold 
Bourbourg and Gravelines to the king of France, 
which exafperated the people to a great degree, 

and 



and tUey were at one time in danger of their 
Jives. The king ordered Ihefe two knights to be 
confined in the tower of London, and during the 
time of their imprifonnient the country was 
quieted: on their liberation, they threw them- 
feives on the king's mercy*. 

At this time, negotiations were fet on foot to 
conclude a truce between England and France, 
in which the Ghent men were to be included, 
to the great difpleafure of the earl of Flanders; 
but he could not help it. When the army de- 
camped from Bourbourg, the duke of Brittany 
remained with his coufin the earl of Flanders at 
St. Omer, and was defirous that a long peace or 
truce (hould be eftabliftied between his lawful 
lord, the king of France, and the king of Eng- 
land. In order to make a beginning to fuch 
bufinefs, he had mentioned the fubject to fome 
of the Engliih knights, on the Monday, when 
tiiey were in the king's tent before Bourbourg ; 
which knights had promifed, on their arrival in 

• Writs were ilTued to the (herifls of London, Homerfet, 
Dorfet, Eiltx, Norfolk and Suffolk, to levy on the goods of 
fir W. Elmham, for 3080 golden franca.— fir W. de Farndon, 
1400 ditto,— fir Thomas Trivet, 1400 ditto,— fir Henry de 
Ferrers, 60SO ditto,— Robert Fitzrauf, 300 ditto. 

They were alfo to be taken into cuftody ; bnt no mention 
« made of the tower of London. 
Robert de Foubner, clerk, treafurer to the bilhop of Noi' 
r wich, was alfo imprifoned, and 5000 golden francs levied on 
[ his goods. 

Ihiied 6tli March, — pardoned I4th May.— -^Rfmer, ann. 
13B4, ann. 7. Ric. II. 
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England, to propofe it to the king, his uncleg 
and his council. However, to (hew that this 
matter was quite agreeable to him, and that be 
was anxious about it, he fent two of his knights 
to England under good paflports. 

Thefe knights, the lord de la Houflaye and the 
lord de Mailly , managed matters fo well that the 
d^ke of Lancafter, the earl of Buckingham, the 
bifhop of Hereford, the lord John Holland, bro-> 
ther to the king, the lord Thomas Percy and 
others of the king's council were ordered to 
Calais, having full powers from the king of Eng- 
land to conclude a peace or truce, accordmg to 
their pleafure. 

On the other hand, there came to Boulogne 
the duke of Berry, the duke of Burgundy^ the 
bifhop of Laon and the chancellor of France, 
haviug alfo full powers from the king of France 
and his council to conclude either a peace or 
truce. 

When aflembled at Calais and Boulogne, they 
were delayed a fliort time by the non-arrival of 
the deputies from Spain ; for the French would 
not enter into any treaty that did not at the 
fame time include the Spaniards. At laft, a 
bifliop, a dean and two knights arrived on the 
part of the king of Spain. 

As they were not empowered on either fide to 
grant paffports, that the negotiators from France 
might come to Calais, or the Englifh go to Bou- 
logne, it was fettled between them, that the con- 
ference fhould be transferred to a village that had 

a church 
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a church, iialf way between thefe two townsi, 
above Buiffem*, called Bolingesf . Thither all 
the parties went, and the lords, with their coun- 
cil. Were together for many days. The duke 
of Brittany and the earl of Flanders were pre- 
fent, and the great tent of Bruges was pitched, ^ 
wherein the earl entertained at dinner the duke 
ofLancafter, the earl of Buckingham and the 
other Englifh lords. Each negotiator kept up 
a grand ftate 5 but, notwithftanding there were 
many conferences holden, yet they could not 
agree upon a peace, for the French wanted the 
Englifh to give up Calais, Guines, and all the 
fortrefses which they pofsefsed in Normandy, 
Brittany, Ppitou, Saintonge and la Rochelle, as^ 
far as the river Garonne. 

But the Englirti would not any way liften to 
fuch a propofaj^ nor would they evqr confentto 
give back fuch places as Calais, Guines, Cher- 
bourg or Breft. Thefe conferences lafted three, 
weeks, in which they or their councils difcuffed 
thefe matters daily. 

At this period, the gallant duke Winceflaus of 
Bohemia departed this life, in thiB town of Lux- 
embourg : he was in his time magnificent, bly the, 
prudent, amorous and polite j and, when he died, 
it was faid that the prince of the higheft birth, of 
the ipofl; noble blood, and moil numeroufly and 
honourably connected was gone. God have naercy 

* Probably what is how Haut BuifTon. 

t Q. If not BolUnghem, now la village near Boulogiie. 

on 
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on his foul ! He lies buried in the abbey of Vad- 
c?ler, near Luxembourg. The lady Jane, his 
duchefe, remained a widow, and never had any 
inclination to marry again. All who loved the 
duke were exceedingly concerned at his death. 



CHAP LXVL 

DtfRING THESE CONFERENCES THE GHENT MEN 
INSULT TOURNAY. — A TRUCE IS CONCLUDED 
BETW^EEN THE KINGS OF FRANCE AND ENG- 
LAND AND THEIR ALLIES. 

WE will now return to the conferences which 
were holding between the lords of France 
and England, half way between Calais and 
BAilogne, at the before-mentioned village. Nei- 
ther fide feemed willing to accommodate the 
other. Some faid it was owing folely to the earl 
of Flanders, at the inftigation of the town of 
Bruges, who would not confent that the Ghent 
men fliould be included in the treaty. This the 
EngliQi refented, and of courfe the treaty was 
ftopped ; for they had formed fo ftrong a con- 
nection with Ghent, that they would not con- 
clude a peace unlefs that place were included. 
They had fworn to obferve this during the time 
they were together at Calais, and this compact 
frequently interrupted the negotiations. 

Since there feemed no probability of a folid 
peace being made, they propofed a, truce, and on 

this 
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this ground the conferences were continued. 
The earl of Flanders would wilHngly have had 
- Ghent excluded, and remain in a ftate of war, 
but the Enghfli abfolutely refufed to confent, 
fo that a truce was made to comprehend Ghent, 
and every thing was to remain in its prefent 
fituation, without any fiirrender of forts : Ou- 
denarde and Giavelines therefore belonged to 
Ghent. 

Notwithftanding the conferences, the Ghent 
men in garrifon at Oudeiiarde marched to Tour- 
nay, burnt the fuburbs, and returned back in 
fafety with their pillage. About Chriftmas the 
Ghent men went and received the rents of the 
lord d'Eftournay in his own town, which made 
him very melancholy ; and he fwore to God, 
that if he would be pleafed to affift him, what- 
ever treaty or agreement fliould be made be- 
tween the country of Flanders and thefe men, 
he would never pay any attention to it, but 
would continue the war againft them to the ut- 
moft of his power, for they had robbed him of 
his inheritance. He was ignorant how^ he 
fliouldlive, if his friends in Brabant did not affift 
him, fo completely had they plundered him. 

With fome difficulty, the lords wlio had held 
fo many conferences at Bolinges concluded a 
truce between the kings of France and England 
and their allies. On the part of France was 
included all Spain, as well as Scotland. The 
king of France bound himfetf to fend notice of 
this truce to the king and barons of Scotland as 
fpeedily as poffible; and the bearers of this in- 

VOL. VI. Z focmaJtiQB. 
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formation were to have^paffports for their fafetj, 
in going to and returning from Scotland through 
England. 

On the part of the Engliih were included all 
their allies and adherents, wherefoever they 
might be. Ghent was exprefsly mentioned in 
all their deeds, to the great difpleafure of the 
earl of Flanders. This truce was to laft until 
the Michaelmas of the year 1384 : and thefe 
ijommiilioners were to feet that the articles wer* 
duly obferved, having full powers to enforce 
them. Public acts were made of each different 
article for the better obfervance of them ; and' 
the lords prefent fwore they fhould all be loy- 
ally kept^ and in ho way infringed. 



CHAP. Lxvn. 



THE EARL OF FLANDERS DIES. — THE CEREMONY 

OF HIS FUNERAL. 

/^N the conference breaking up, the French 
^-^ lords returned to France, and the Englifh 
lords to Calais. The duke of Brittany went 
back to his duchy^ and the earl of Flanders to 
St. Omer. Shortly after, he was taken fo ill 
tliat he died. It was ordered that he fliould be^ 
buried in the church of St^ Peter in Lille. 
The earl departed this life on the 20th day of 
January, in the year 1383, and his body was 
carried to Los, an abbey near to Lille. The 
body of the countefe his lady, who bad died 
five years before in the county of Rethel, was 
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alfo brought thither, and from thence to Lilies 
where they were interred together in the church 
of St. Peter. 

I will now relate the arrangement of this ce- 
remony, and the manner in which it was con- 
ducted, and defcribe the order of proceffion at 
the funeral of the earl and countefs of Flanders, 
whofe bodies had been carried to Los, an abbey 
near Lille, When they were about to enteil 
Lille, a great number of lords from France^ 
Flanders, Hainault and Brabant, who had ar- 
rived there the eve of the funeral, were to meet 
the body at the gate of the invalids, and to 
carry it through the town to the church of 
St. Peter. They were to be armed as for war, 
as well as their fquires who fupported them. 

Sir John Haluin was nearefl; the body, fup- 
ported by Enguerrand de Volemie, and Roger 
de I'Efpierre : then the lord de la Marqne, fup- 
ported by John de I'Efpierre, and the lord Sau- 
f6e de Fretin; the lord de Mauvis, fupported 
by Godfrey de Noille, and Henry de la Vac- 
querie. The names of thofe appointed to the 
convoy were, fir Peter de Bailleuf, near the 
body, fupported by Guyot de Lompr^, and 
John Louis lord of Lamberticourt: fir Sohier 
de Gand advanced before fir Peter de Bailleuf, 
fupported by Hugart de Quinghen, and by- 
Michael de la Quarrie ; fir John du Moulin ad- ' 
vanced before fir Sohier de Gand, fupported by 
John de Quinghen and Haubequin le maref- 
chal. Next followed the banners of the bier; 
firft, fir Francis de Hafurquerque and fir Gouf- 
Z 2 tsAW, 
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fain, le. Sauvage.in front; sir Lancelot de Is, 
Pcrfonne before sir GouiTain, and sir John de 
la Helle before sir Lancelot de la Perfonne.. 
Thofe who bore the banners of the bier gyid. 
convoy came next, sir Matthew de Hunieres^ 
and before him sir John de Helles; lord des 
Aveaux and sir Gierchelart de la Barre be- 
fore the above named lord des Aveaux; and 
sir John de Paris before Gierchelart. The 
names of thofe barons who ajfTiiled to carry the 
corpfe of the earl from the gate of the invalids^ 
in proceffion through the town of Lille, to the 
church of St. Peter : firft, sir John de Vienne, 
admiral of France, on the right, and the lord de 
Guiftelles on the left; sir Valeran de Ravenal 
on the right, the caflellan de Difquenieu on 
the left ; the lord 4'Eftournay on the right, and 
sir Anfel de Salins on the left. 

Thofe barons who affifted m bearing the 
corpfe of the countefs of Flanders from the 
gate of St. Ladre to the church of St. Peter 
were, the lord de Sully on the right, and the 
lord de Chatillon on the left side of the body ; 
sir Guy de Pontalliers, marfhal of Burgundy, 
on the right, sir Guy de Guiftelles on the left ;. 
then sir Henry du Going on the right, and the 
caftellan of Furnes on the left. 

I Ihall now mention the regulations on the 
day of the obfequies, which were performed in 
the church of St. Peter, the names of thofe pre- 
fent as well as of the fquires who fupported the 
fliields during the whole mafs, until the offer- 
tory : firft, the duke of Burgundy by himielf^ 

and 
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and the firft fliield was borne before lilm, which 
fliield was fupported by the lord de Ravenal, by 
the lord ae la Gouneufe, by Labequin, de la 
Coutre, and by John de Pontalliers brother to 
the marfhal of Burgundy. 

The fecond fliield was borne before my lord 
John of Artois, count d'Eu, and the lord Philip 
de Bar, by Valeran de la Sale and Lefclaus 
d'Annequin. Next followed the count de la 
Marche and the lord Philip d' Artois ; the fhield 
was borne by Gillon de Labert and Robin de 
Florigny. Then came fir Robert de Namur, 
and with him his nephew sir William de Namur: 
the shield was borne by Chaux Bernard and 
Girard de Sternaille. 

The shields of the convoy ; the lord d' Ang- 
hien, and with him sir John de Namur; the 
shield carried by Aillart de Ponthees and Henry 
de Moucy. Next followed sir Efne de Chatd- 
lon, and the lord de Fere ; the shield fupported 
by John de Heluin and Edward de Caftron ; 
then the lord d'Ancoing and the lord de Guif- 
telles: the shield-bearers were Triftan de Lan- 
dres and John du Beart ; then the lord de Mo- 
riennes and the lord de Silly: the shield borne 
by Frefingue and by Damas de Bucy. 

Then came thofe who were to make offerings 
of the war-horfes of the earl : first my lord de 
Chatillon and sir Simon de Lalain, bailiff of 
Hainault. Thefe lords were on foot, and the 
horfe was armed and caparifoned; with the fe- 
cond horfe were sir Valeran de Ravenal and the 
caftellan de Dixmude : with the third, sir Hugh 
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de AJelun and the lord d^Aucy: the lo^d de 
Bumel and the lord de Brumeu were wkh the 
fourth horfe. . 

Then came thofe who were to offer the fteeds 
of the convoy : firft, sir Henry d' Ancoing and 
fir Gerard de Guistelles; with the fecond, the 
jord de Montigny and the lord de Rafenghien j 
the lord de la Haurade and the castellan de 
Fumes were with the third : and the fourth had 
the lord de Saugmelles and sir Rowland de la 
Cheque. 

Next came thofe who were to offer the earl's 
fwords of war ; my lord admiral of France bore 
the first, the lord de Rary the fecondy the mar- 
shal of Burgundy the third, the lord de Saint 
J^y the fourth. The names of thofe who offered 
-the fwords of the convoy: fir William de Pon- 
thieu bore the firft, fir William de la Trimouille 
the fecond, the caftellan of Ypres the third, and 
fir Guy de Hancourt the fourth. 

Then came thofe who offered the war-helmets 
of the earl j the lord de Mailly bore the firfl ; 
the fecond was borne by fir William de Homes 
and fir Anfel de Salins : fir John Doppem and 
the caftellan of St. Omer had the third ; and 
fir Guy de Guiftelles and le Galois d'Aunoy the 
fourth. 

The helmets of the convoy were borne and 
offered as follows : the firft by fir Joffe de Hal- 
lain and fir Oliver de Guffy ; the fecond by the 
lord d* Yfebobecque and the lord de Lalain ; * 

* The third is not mentioned in any of my editions. 

the 
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tlie fourth by fir Triftan du Bois and fir John de 
Jnmont. 

Then came thofe who offered the banners of 
war: the lord de Liftrenaille offered the firft, 
fir Leoncel d'Airainnies the fecond, fir Giles de 
!a Gouneufe tlie third, and fir John de Luifo- 
lom the fourth. The banners of the convoy 
■were next offered: the firft by (ir OrengoiH de 
Rely, the third* by fir John de Difqueniue and 
the fourth by fir Vilaines de la Cheque. 

Thofe who, after the obfequies were ended, 
laid the body of the earl of Flanders in the 
earth were, fir John de Vienne admiral of 
France, the lord de Guiftelle, fir Valeran de 
Ravenal, the caftellan de Dixinude, the lord de 
Ray and fir Anfel de Salins. 

Thofe who interred the body of the countefs, 
confort to the earl, were, fir Guy de la Tri- 
mouille, the lord de Chatillon, tlie f^nefchal of 
Burgundy, the lord Gerard de Guiftelles, fir 
Henry d'Antoing and the caftellan of Furnes. 

It Qiould be obferved, that all who officially 
had entered the church of St, Peier at Lille, 
with the corpfe in the evening, remained there 
until the mafs of the morrow, as well thofe 
knights who were armed as thofe who bore the 
banners and the fquires who led the horfes. 

There were about four hundred men, clothed 
in black, appointed to carry the body of tbe 
earl and countefs of Flanders, through Lille, to 
the church of St. Peter, and each of them bore 
a torch in his hand. Thefe four hundred men 

, ^ * The fecoijd it forgotten. 
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held their torches on the morrow in the church 
during mafs, and they were all of them officers 
in the principal towns or of the earl's houfehold. 

The archbifhop of Rheims celebrated the mais, 
affifted by the bifhops of Paris, Toumay, Cam- 
bray and Arras, and likewife by five abbots. 
. There were in the church, during the obfequies, 
feven hundred candles or thereabouts, and each 
candle weighed one pound. On the catafalque 
were five banners : i in the centre, the banner of 
Flinders; on the right, that of Artois; onJ;he 
left:, lower down, that of Boulogne 5 the fourth 
of Nevers, and the fifth of Rethd. The cata- 
falque was emblazoned on the right fide with 
the fcutcheons of Flanders, and on the left with 
thofe of Flanders and Brabant. Down the 
church were twelve hundred^ and twenty-six 
candles, similar to thofe around the bodies. 

There was not any lady or damfel prefent on 
the pq,rt of the duke or duchefs of Burgundy 
except the lady of the governor of Lille. 

A magnificent dinner was provided, and every 
knight and fquire were gratuitoufly entertained 
the day and night of the obfequies ; and all 
the black cloth they had worn was given to 
them. 

After this ceremony, they all returned to their 
homes. 

The duke of Burgundy placed in the garrifons 
and towns in Flanders, knights and fquires, not- 
withfl;anding tlie truce which had been made be- 
tween France and England, and between their 
allies, for every one was on his guard. The 
dute of Burgundy then returned to France, but 



the lady-duchefs remained a considerable time 
in Artois. 




CHAP. LXVIIT. 

THE EARLS OF NORTHUMBERLAND AND NOT- 
TINGHAM RAISE A BODV OF ENGLISH TO MAKE 
AN EXCURSION INTO SCOTLAND. — AMBASSA- 
DORS ARE SENT FROM FRANCE TO SCOTLAND, 
TO NOTIFY THE TRUCES WHICH HAD BEEN 
MADE BETWEEN FRANCE AND ENGLAND. 

YOU have before heard how the lords of 
France who had attended the conferences in 
Bolinge had engaged on their departure to no- 
tify the truces that had been made between 
them and the Englifh, to the Scots and to the 
king of Scotland, fo that any mifunderftanding 
fhould be prevented between the two countries. 
The council of France, however, to fay the 
truth, did not ufe all the diligence they fhould 
have done; for they were to have fent inftant 
information of this truce, which they did not 
do. I know not how this happened, except it 
were owing to the duke of Burgundy being fo 
much engaged by the death of his father-in-law 
the earl of Flanders, and taken up with the bu- 
sinefs of his obfequies, as you have heard re- 
lated. He likewife did not imagine the Englitfli 
would have acted as they did ; for, foon after 
Eafter, the earls of Northumberland and Not- 
tingham, and the barons of Northumberland, 
collected a body of abont two thoufand lancet 
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and six thouiand archers, with which thejP 
marched by Berwick and Roxburgh, and en- 
tered Scotland. 

They burnt all the lands of the eari of Dou- 
glas and of the lord Lindfay, and left nothing 
unmoleiled as far as Edinburgh, The barons 
of Scotland were not apprifed of this invafion, 
and took the affair much to heart, faying they^ 
would revenge it to the utmoll of their power. ' 
They added, that the Englilh ought to have 
been at peace with them according to Avhat had 
been reported of the truce; but they knew not 
this for certain, as in fact it had not at that tinie-< 
been notified to them; and they well knew that*' 
they had not entered into any treaty with the 
Englifh. The war was thus begun; and they 
had fufiered in the firft inftance from it, which 
greatly difpleafed them. 

Intelligence foon fpreads abroad. It was 
known in Flanders, particularly at Shiys, from 
feme merchants who had failed from Scotland, 
that the Englifh had invaded that country, and 
that king Robert and his barons were collecting 
a numerous force to engage the Englifli. It was 
alfo known in France that the Englilh had 
taken the field, and they faid among themfelves 
that a battle muil be the confequence. 

The dukes of Berry and Burgundy, and the 
king's council, hearing this news, faid it was 
foolifhly done not to have notified the truce to 
Scotland, according to their promife. It was 
then ordered by the king, his uncles and his 
I council, that fir Hemart de Mafle, a very pru' 
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dent knight, fiiould go to Scotland, properly au< 
thorifed, and with him fir Peter de Flamel; and 
a ferjeant at arms of the king, who was of the 
Scots nation, and called J anequin Champenois, 
was hkewife ordered to attend them, becaufe he 
was acquainted with the country and under- 
ftood the language. 

While thefe ambalTadors were making their 
preparations, and the Englifli overrunning Scot- 
land, the news of whicli was fpoken of every 
where, feveral men at arms from France who 
had fixed their refidence at Sluys, not knowing 
where to offer their fervices, as a truce was now 
eftabliflied between Flanders and England, re- 
folved to go to Scotland. They heard the news 
of this war between Scotland and England ; and 
jt was confidently faid at Sluys, that an engage- 
ment muil very foon take place, Thefe men at 
arms, fucU as fir GeofFry de Charny, fir John 
de PlailTy, fir Hugh de Boulon, fir Sainge de 
Villiers, fir Gamier de Libourne, fir Gamier 
de Guflangin, fir Odin de Motin, fir Robert de 
Campignen, James de Montfort, John de 
Heluin, John de Mellez, Michael de la Barre, 
William Gobart, heard this information with 
pleafure ; they might amount to about thirty 
men at arms, knights and fquires. 

In order to advance their renown, they had 
determined among themfelves, fince they knew 
not where to offer their arms, to hire a veflel 
and feek for adventures with the Scots. This 
refolution they followed, and having embarked 
all their arms and baggage, they tliemfelves 
went 
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went on board and fet fail from Sluys as foon 
as the wind became favourable. 

They left their horfes behind, on accoipt of 
the dangers of the fea and the length of the 
voyage : befides, the mariners who conducted 
them knew they cbuld not land at Edinburgh, 
Dunbar, nor any of the adjoining ports, on ac- 
Icount of the Englifli fleet, vrith the purveyan- 
ces which followed the army, being mafters of 
all the havens. 

About this time the ambafladors from France 
arrived, in England, and waited on the king and 
his uncles, who entertained them handfomely. 
They diiTembled a little the firft day, becaufe 
they knew a war was carrying on ip Scotland : 
but, on hearing their people had finifhed the 
bufinefs, they haftened the meffengers from* 
France, fir Hemart de Mafle and the others, 
and, for their greater fecurity, ordered fome of 
the king*s heralds to attend them through Eng- 
land, and to have all towns and caftles opened 
to receive them. This being arranged, they 
fet out on their embafly. 

The French knights who had failed from 
Sluys, by coafting the Ihores of Holland and 
England, and carefUlly avoiding the Englilh 
fleets, arrived fafely at a fmall fea-port in Scot- 
land called Monftres *. The Scots wfeo lived in 

* Monftres. Mr. D. M'Ph«rfon, ia his excellent Geogra- 
phical Dluftrations of Scottifti Hiftory, tranflates it Melrofe ; 
but I think it muft be a miftake, as FroifTart calls it^ ' un 
\OTiJ From what follows, it muft be fome fmall port 
^IDundee J and I fliould fuppofe it to mean Montrofe. 

the 
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the town, hearing that the paflengers were 
Frenchmen come thither to feeli for deeds of 
arnts, fliewed them great kindnefs, and fup- 
plied them with every neceiTary to the utmoft 
of their power. When thefe knights and 
fquires had refrellied themfelves for two days, 
and had gained fiifficient intelligence, they fet 
out, mounted on hackneys and rode to Dundee, 
from whence, continuing their Journey as well 
as they could, they came to Perth, a handfome . 
town. The river Tay runs by it; there is a 
good fea-port, from whence one may fail to any 
part of the world. On their arrival at Perth, 
they learnt that the Englifh had retired, and 
that the king and all the nobility of Scotland 
were affembled in parliament at Edinburgh. 
Upon this they refolved to fend fir Gamier de 
Cuiflangin and Michael de la Barre, to Edin- 
burgh, to have a conference with the king and 
the nobles, to know if they could be employed, 
and to teftify their good will, at leaft, in coming 
from Handers to Scotland: fir GeofTry de 
Charny and the reft were to remain at Perth un- 
til they heard how they had been received. 

As they had refolved, fo was it executed: the 
ambaffadors fet out from Perth and came to 
Edinburgh, where the king was. The earl of 
Douglas was there, whofe name was James, for 
fir William, the prefent earl's father, was lately 
dead : there were prefent alfo the earls of 
Moray and Orkney, the lords de Verfi, Suther- 
land, Lindfay and his fix brothers, who were 
all of them knights. Thefe Scots lords enter- 
tained 
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t&in^ very handfomely the knights of Frantfe. 
Sir Garnier explained to the king and his barons 
the intentions of his companions, and their 
reafons for coming to Edinburgh, 

The ambafladors from France, fir Hemart de 
Made, sir Peter de Flamel and Jahequin Cham- 
penois, arrived with copies of the truce? en- 
tered into between the kings of France and 
England ; but the Scots having no inclination 
to accept of them, diiTembled, by faying that 
they had come too late, and that they fhould 
not now pay any attention to them, for the. 
Englifh had just made a grievous war on the 
country. King Robert did every thing he 
could for their being accepted, faying, that in 
truth since they had been notified to them, 
they had not any pretence for a refufal : this 
caufed a difference between the king and the 
knights of his country. 

The earl of Douglas, the earl of Moray, the 
children of Lindfay, and fuch knights and 
fquires of Scotland who wifhed for war, held a 
fecret meeting in the church of St. Giles at 
Edinburgh, w^ere the French knights, sir Gar- 
nier and Michael de la Barre, were desired to 
attend. The Scots barons faid they would 
enter into a treaty with their companions, and 
they should foon hear good news from them, 
but it must be kept fecret. Upon this they re- 
turned to Perth, and related all they had feen 
BXid heard. 

CHAP. 





CHAP. LXIX. 



THE BARONS AND KNIGHTS OF SCOTLAND, IK 
CONJUNCTION WITH SOME FRENCH KNIGHTS, 
UNDERTAKE AN EXPEDITION INTO ENGLAND 
WITHOUT THE KNOWLEDGE OF THE KING 
OF SCOTLAND, WHO SENDS A HERALD TO 
MAKE HIS EXCUSES TO THE KING OF ENG- 
LAND. 

SIR GeofFry de Charny and the other knights 
and fquires were much pleafed at this in- 
teUigence. Leaving Perth, they continued 
their march until they arrived at Edinburgh. 
They gave not the fmalleft hint of their expec- 
tations, and had not remained there twelve 
days when the earl of Douglas gave them a fe- 
cret invitation to come to him, and at the fame 
time fent horfes to conduct them to his castle 
of Dalkeith, On the morrow after their arri- 
val, he carried them to where the barons and 
knights of Scotland were mustering their men. 
In three days time they amounted to upwards 
of fifteen thoufand on horfeback, all armed ac- 
cording to the ufual manner of the country. 
When the whole were collected, they faid they 
would make an inroad, and revenge themfelres 
on the Englilh for the mifchiefs they had done. 

They began their march through the woods 
and forests of their country, and entered North- 
umberland, 
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nmberland, on the lands of the lord Percys 
which they pillaged and burnt. They ad- 
vanced further, and then returned through the 
estates of the earl of Nottingham and the lord 
Mowbray, to whofe lands they did much da- 
mage. They pafled by Roxburgh^ for they 
Jiad a very large booty with them, as well in 
men as in cattle, and returned to their own 
country without any lofs ; for the English had 
been fome time difbanded, and could not be re- 
aflembled in time to oppofe them : they were, 
therefore, obliged to fuffer this infult, as th^ 
had before givqn a fimilar one to. the Scots. 

The king of Scotland could easily excufe 
himfelf for this inroad, as he had been kept 
entirely ignorant of their aflembling and march* 
Since the country was fo inclined, it was not 
material that he fhould know any thing about 
it ; but fupposing he had known it, and there 
had been no other treaties than thofe which 
existed between the two countries, they would 
not have acted otherwife for him. 

Notwithstanding the barons of Scotland, with 
the French knights, had thus invaded England, 
sir H^mart de Maffe and sir Peter de Flamel con- 
tinued to reside at Edinburgh, near king Robert : 
they allowed the Scots to act as they pleafed, that 
it might not be faid, nor the English fuppofe, that 
it was through their fault, or thofe of their country 
who had come with them, that the treaties had 
been infringed which had been concluded at 
Bolinghen by the nobles and council of France^ 

Ej:igland 
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England and Caftille. The king of Scotland 
and the ambafiadors fent each a herald to Eng- 
land fully infiructed what they Were to fay. 

When the heralds arrired in England, they 
found the whole country in motion, and eager 
to renew the war, by matching into Scotland* 
The duke of Lancailer and earl of Cambridge 
were,, however, anxious to go to Portugal and ' 
Caftille in the courfe of the year, with a large 
body of men at arms and archers, mider the 
power of one or both of them ; for they confi-^ 
dered themfelves as heirs by their ladies to all 
Caftille, and they wiftied to renew the war be-» 
tween the king of Portugal and the king of 
Caftille. King Fernando was dead, and the 
Portuguefe had crowned his baftiard brother don 
John, a valiant man who wifhed for a war with 
the Spaniards, but not without having fuccours 
from England. Of this the duke of I^ncafter 
was well informed, but diifembled his knowledge 
as well as he could, and endeavoured through 
his friends to prevent any forces being collected 
to carry on a war with Scotland. It was affert- 
^d, that the king of Scotland had refufed to au- 
thorife the war which the French and Scots 
knights wifhed for, and that the late expeditSon 
had been made without his knowledge* 

The Scots herald on his appearance before th« 
king of England and his uncles, well knowing 
his duty, threw himfelf on his knees, and re- 
quefted that, as herald from the king of Scot-^ 
land, he might deliver his meffage. 

The king and the nobles granted his requeft : . i, 

Vol.. VI. A a h0 
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he then declared why he had been particularly 
fent by the king and the ambafladors from France, 
and excufed them, by &ying, that the king of 
Scotland had gracioufly received the embaffy 
from France, and having aflented to the treaties 
which the king of France had made, fliould 
conform to the truce : that he had ordered^ as 
ftrongly as lay in him, his vaifals to do the fame ; 
but that the borderers of Scotland, on the lands 
of the lord Percy and the earl of Nottingham, 
fuch as the earl of Douglas, the earl of Mar his 
uncle, fir Archibald, fur Rame, fir Peter, fir Wil- 
liam and fir Thomas Douglas, all the brothers 
of Undfay and Ramfay, with iir William Se^ 
ton, would not attend the parliament in which 
this treaty was agreed tt), nor would they accept 
it; for they faid there had been fuch damage done 
to their lands as was difagreeable to themfelves 
and friends, which they would revenge the very 
firft opportunily. Thefe lords, whom I have 
juft named, collected their fofces to invade 
England, but they never mentioned it to the 
king, nor to any of his houfehold, for they well 
knew he would not have confented to it. 

' They fay, however, in Scotland, that Eng- 
land firft began hoftilities ; that, my lords, you 
knew well a truce had been concluded beyond 
fea; and that on your return from Calais, it 
ought to have been fignified to us. They fay 
likewife, that the ambaffadors from France, when 
they paired through this country, were detained 
from coming to us as they were bound to do, and 
that you kept them too long here with your en- 

tertaiiUQents ; 
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' tertainments : on which accounts, this mifun- 
derilanding has happened between Scotland and 
England, urged on by thofe who had long me- 
ditated it, and under fhadow of diffimulation 
the greater part of it has been effected. But 
my moft redoubted and fovereign lord, the king 
of Scotland,, and the ambafladors from the king 
of France, who refide at prefent with him, ex- 
culpate themfelves from any knowledge of the 
laft expedition which the barons and knights of 
Scotland made into England^ having been com- 
pletely ignorant of it. 

* Therefore, to redrefs all complaints and 
place things on a proper footing, I am ordered' 
to fay, that if you will conform to the treaties 

-concluded beyond fea tJSjrough the difcretion 
and wifdom of the counfellors of the king of 
France and your own, and will agree that the 

. truces laft the time fuch truces have been agreed 
to with my very redoubted and fovereign lord 
the king of Scotland, he and his council will 
confirm them, and fwear. to keep and maintain 
them, out of refpect to the king of France and 
his council, as well by himfelf as by his vaffal ; 
and upon this fubjectyou will be pleafed to 
give me your anfw.er/ 

The king of England and his uncles paid at- 
tention to the herald while he was fpeaking, and 
willingly heard him. The duke of Lancs^er 
told him, that indeed He fliould have an an^ver. 
They ordered him to remain in London, where 
he had had his audience, to wait the. anfwer from^ 
the king of England. 

Aa2 , CHAP. 
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CHAP. LXX. 

THE TRUCES WHICH HAD BEEN MADE BETWEEN 
THE FRENCH, THE ENGLISH AND THEIR AL- 
LIES, ARE PROCLAIMED IN SCOTLAND. — THE 

, FRENCH KNIGHTS^ ON THEIR RETURN FROM 
SCOTLAND, ARE IN GREAT DANGER FROM 
THE ZEALANDERS. 

A T the end of twd days, the council agreed 
"'^ on an anfwer. Sir Simon Barley, cham-. 
berlain to the king, drew it up : and by thefe 
means all difputes were fettled. To fay th^ 
truth, the lords of England who had been at • 
the conferences at Bolinghen had not acted very 
honourably when they had confented to order 
their men to march to Scotland and burn the 
country, knowing that a truce would fpeedily 
be concluded : and the bell excufe they could 
make 'Was, that it was the French, and not they, 
who were to fignify fuch truce to the Scots. 

The herald was told, that in God's name he 
was welcome, and that it was the intention 
of the king of England, his uncles and coun- 
cil, to keep and maintain what they liad 
fealed and fworn to, and that they would noways 
infringe it, but, on the contrary, would pre- 
ferve it, for thofe who had been moft active had 
loft the moft. 

The herald demanded all this to be put in 
writing, that he might the more readily be be- 
lieved . 
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liev^d. They mad^ him rich prefent$, and in 
fuch quantity that he was well contented, and 
greatly thanked the king and his nobles. 

Having left London, he continued his jour- 
'ney until he arrived in Scotland, where the amv 
ibalTadors from France were waiting to know his 
anfwer, for they were anxious to learn how th^ 
Engliih would conduct themfelves. When they 
faw the anfwers from the king and his uncles, 
in the fealed letters which' were delivered to 
them, they were well fatisfied and much rejoic- 
ed thereat. Thus was the truce continued for 
this year between England and Scotland, and 
for greater fecurity it was proclaimed throughout 
the two kingdoms. 

The French ambaffadors returned to their own 
country, through England, without any acci- 
dent, and related to the king of France and his 
uncles what they had done, and the oppofition 
they had met with: in fhort, they recounted 
every thing you have juft heard. 

What fir GeofFry de Charny and the French 
knights in his company found that the truce was 
to be eftabliflied^ between Scotland and England, 
they took their leave of the barons of Scotland, 
more efpecially of the earls of Douglas and Mo- 
ray, who had fhewn them much kindnefs. 

Thefe barons of Scotland, as well as fome 
other knights, faid to them, joking,— * Gentle- 
men, you have feen the condition and manner^ 
of our country, but you have not feen its ivhole 
ilrength and power. Know that Scotland is the 
country o^ the world moft dreaded by the Eng- 
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lifh; for We can, as you have feen, enter 
England at our pleafnre^ without any danger 
from the fea : if we were' in grjeater numbers, 
we fliould do them more mifchief than-we are 
now able to do. Be fo good therefore, when you 
are in France, to tdl this to your knights and 
fquires, who (hall be eager for renown, to ex- 
cite them to come hither in fearch of deeds of 
arms: We can afTure you, that if we had a 
thoufand lances from France, with the good peo- 
ple here, we would give fuch a confiderable blow 
to England that it (hould be vifible for forty 
years to come. Have the goodnels to remem- 
ber this when you fhall be on tjie other fide of - 
the water.' 

The French knights replied they would not 
fail to do fo, for it was not a t^^ing to be forgot- 
ten. Upon this, they embarked on board a 
veffel they had engaged to carry them to Sluys ; 
but they had contrary winds when at fea, which 
obliged them to run for a port in Zealand called 
la Virille^. 

When they landed there, they thought they 

were in a place of fafety, but were difappoint- 

ed : for the Normans had lately vilited that coaft, 

and had done, as it was faid, much mifoliief to 

the Zealanders. Thefe knights and fquires were 

in great danger ; for, while a different language 

Wi s held in the town, their veffel was feized, 

their trunks broken open, and their arms taken 

away,v and they themfelves in rilk of loling 

their lives. 

^ , * La Virille. tt. if not la BriUe. 

A 
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At that time there was in the town a fquireof 
the count de Blois, whofe name was Jacob, an 
agreeable man, who afhfted them iu all things, 
He talked with the principal people of the town, 
and with fuch good effect that a part of their 
baggage was reftored to them. 

In order to fave them from their peri], for he 
knew the people were much enraged againil 
them, and had intentions of attacking them on 
the fea, as they had fent notice of their plans to 
the neighbouring towns, and were in fufficient 
force to do fo, he (hewed them much courtefy, 
and, out of affection to them, explained how 
greatly the country was exafperated againil 
th«n, but that, out of regard to his lord and 
the realm of France, he would counteract it. 
They warmly thanked him for his kind inten- 
tions. Well, what did Jacob do ? He went to a 
mariner and hired a veffel to carry him and his 
company wherever he pieafed, faying his inten- 
tions were to go to Dordrecht. The mariners 
having agreed to this propofai, he and his com- 
pany embarked on board the veffel, and at firft 
made for Dordrecht ; but, when Jacob faw it 
was time to alter their courfe, he faid to the 
failors, ' Now, mind what I am going to fay : 
I have hired with my money this veffel to carry 
me whitherfoever I {hallpleafe: turn, therefore, 
the helm for Strueghene*, as I want to go thi- 
ther.' The failors refufed to do fo, faying they 
had been only engaged to fail to Drodrecht. 

* Stnieghene. Q, Gertruydenbergh. 

' Attend 
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« Attend to me,' replied Jacob ; ' do whml L 
have ordered you, if you do not wifh to be put 

to death.' 

The failors dared not make any reply,, for 
they* were not the ftrongeft; fo they at once 
turned the helm and fet the fails, and made for 
the town of Eftrimohee*, where they arrived 
without fear of danger, for it belonged to the 
count de Bloi§. After they had refreftied them- 
felves, they departed and returned through Bra- 
bant i|.nd Hainault to their own country, thank- 
ing Jacob for the kindnefs he had done them. 

When fir Geoffry de Chamy, fir John de 
Plaifly and the other . knights and fquires who 
had been in Scotland, returned to France, they 
were interrogated as to new§ from that country. 
They related all they had feen and heard from 
the barons and knights of Scotland. Sir John 
de Vienne, admiral of France, converfed on the 
fubject with fir Geoffry de Charny, .who was 
furprifed, as well as other barons of France, 
to hear that the French, through Scotland, 
could gain an eafy entrance into England. Sir 
Hemart de Mafle continued the couverfation, 
jind added, the Scots could not any way love the 
Englilli ; and he had been directed to fay this by 
order of the Scots council, that the king of 

France and his uncles mii>ht have information 
of it. 

I he French .inftantlv determined, as foon as 
the truces fliould be expired, to fend a powerful 
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army to Scotland to lay wafte England. Thi» 
was planned by the dukes of Berry and Bur- 
gundy, who at that time governed the realm at 
their pleafure, and the conftable of France^ but 
the whole was kept very fecret. / . 



CHAP. LXXI, 

THE LORD DESTOURNAY ASSEMBLES FORCES TO 
RETAKE OUDENARDE. — HE CONQUERS IT BY 
STRATAGEM. 

YOU have before heard how Francis Atremen 
took by fcalado the town of Oudenarde, 
while th^ treaties for a truce were negotiating 
before Bergues and Bourbourg, to the great fur- 
prife of Tournay and the adjacent towns. The 
garrifon of Oudenarde, during this time, had 
overrun the country : and done much mifchief 
to the territories of Tournay : the whole eftate 
of the lord Deftournay was under their fubjec- 
tion. They had at the feaft of Chriftmas col- 
lected his rents and duty-fowl$, from the towjtis 
belonging to him, for their own ufe, which dif- 
pleafed him and his friends exceedingly. He 
therefore declared, that whatever truce or res- 
pite there njight bebptvveen the kings of France 
and England with the Flenvihgs, he Ihould not 
pay any attention to it, but would exert him- 
fftlf in d<)ing, them as n^i,ich damage as he was 

a.blQ.>* 
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able, for they had fo grievoufly oppreffed him 
• that he was become a poor man. 

The lord Deftouraay turned his whole atten- 
tion to retake Oudenarde, and fucceeded through 
the friendfhip of fome knights aod fquires from 
France, Flanders and Hainault, who aflified him 
in it. When he fent to thefe friends, feveral 
were ignorant of his intentions. The expedi- 
tion was undertaken on the 17th day of May 
1384; for the lord Deftoumay learnt by his fpies, 
that Francis Atremen was gone to Ghent, truft- 
ing to the truce which had been made with the 
French : by fo doing he committed a fault, and 
was no longer attentive to guard Oudenarde, as 
I (hall relate. 

The lord Deftoumay foimed a confiderable 
ambufcade of four hundred knights, fquires ^nd 
good men at arms, whom he had entreated to 
affift him. Thefe he pofted in the wood of Lart, 
near to the gate of Oudenarde. There were 
among them fir John du Moulin, fir James de 
laTrimouille, fir Gilbert and fir John Cacque- 
lan, fir Roland de TEfpierre, fir Blanchart de 
Calonne, and the lord d'Eftripouille, who was 
created a knight. 

I will now relate their fl:ratagem, and how . 
thofe of Oudenarde were deceived by it. Tbey 
filled two carts with provifion, which they put 
under the charge of four hardy and determined 
men dreifed as carters, clothed in grey frocks, 
but armed underneath. Thefe carters drove the 
carts to Oudenarde, and gave the guards to un- 

ftand that they had brought provifion from 

^ Hainault 
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HaiTi^ault to victusll the place. The guards not 
thinking but all was right, drew up the port- 
cullis, and allowed them to advance on the 
bridge. The carters knocked out the pins which 
held the traces of the horfes, and flung them in- 
to the ditch. Upon this, the guards cried out to 
them, * Why do not you drive on?' and taking 
hold of -the horfes, drove them before them, and 
thus left the carfcs (landing, for, as I faid, theyx 
were unharnefTed. The guards then found out - 
that they had been deceived and betrayed, and 
began to ftrike the carters, who defended them- 
felves ably: for they were well armed under 
their frocks, and were men of tried courage. 
Having killed two of the guards, they were in- 
ftantly reinforced; for the lord Deftournay fol-' 
lowed them fo clofe with his men, that the 
guards fled into the town, crying out, *Treafon, 
treafon!' but, before the townfmen could be 
awakened, the men at arms had entered it, and 
killed all who put themfelves on their defence, 
ftiouting out as they came to the fquare, * Vic- 
tory f 

Thus was Oudenarde won. Of the Ghent 
men, full three hundred were killed or drowped. 
A large fum was found in the town belonging 
to Francis Atremeri, which I heard amounted 
to fifteen thoufand francs. 

News was foon fpread abroad, that Oude- 
narde had been taken during the triice, which 
angered the Ghentiers much, as was natural, 
for it nearly affected them.^ They held a meet- 
ing on this fubject, 'and refolved to fend to the < 

duke 
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duke of Burgundy to remonftrate ivitli him on 
the capture of Oudenarde durmg the truce, and 
,to fay, that if it were not delivered back to 
them they fhould confider the truce as broken. . 
But the duke excufed himfelf^ declaring he had 
not interfered any way in the bufinefs, and that 
as God might help him, he was entirely igno- 
rant of this expedition of the lord Deftournay : 
he added, that he would willingly write to him, 
\vhich he did, and order him to give back 
Oudenarde, for it was neither honourable to 
him nor agreeable to the duke to capture any 
towns, caftles or forts during a truce. 

The lord Deftournay isicknowledged the let- 
lers from the duke, and in anfwer faid, that the 
garrifon of Oudenarde had always made war 
on his lands, whether truce or no truce, 
and had feized on his inheritance, and that he 
had never confented to any truce with them $ 
that he had conquered Oudenarde in fair war, 
and that he would keep poffeffion of it as hiji 
own proper inheritance until Flanders and 
Ghent fhould be completely re-united, for hi« 
other property had been ruined by the war. 

Things remained in this ftate, for nothing bet- 
ter could be done. 

Francis Atremeu was very much blamed for 
not having better guarded the place, and efpe- 
cially by the lord de Harzelles, infomuch that 
Francis was wroth with the knight, and high 
words enfued, adding, whatever he may have 
done in regard to Oudenarde, he had always 
acquitted himfelf loyally tovyards Ghent, This 

provoked 
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provoted anfwers, and the lie was given on both 
fides. Shortly after, the lord de Harzelles was 
killed ; and fome fay that Francis Atremen and 
Peter dii Bois were the authors of it. 

About this time, the Ghent men requefte4 
the king of England to fend them a valiant man 
for governor, and one who was connected with 
the crown by blood. In confequence, the king 
fent to Ghent one of his knights, a gallant man, 
of fufficient prudence 'to govern the town: his 
name was fir John Bourchier*, who remained 
governor of Ghent upwards of a year and half. 



CHAP LXXII, 



THE DUKE Of ANJOU DIES AT A CASTLE NEAR 
NAPLES. HIS WIDOW IS ADVISED TO SOLICIT 
THE POPE FOR THE POSSESSION OF PROVENCE. 

YOU have before heard bow the duke of An- 
jou, who filled himfelf king of Sicily and 
Jerufalem, had marched into la Puglia and Ca- 
ifibria, and had conquered the whole country aj| 
far as Naples : but the Neapolitans would never 
jturn to his - party, and continued the fupport 
they had always given to the lord Char](es Du- 
razzo. The duke of Anjpu remained on this 
. expedition three whole years ; you may fuppofe, 
therefore, that his expences were rery great, for 

■I II !■ 1^ IIMi^ 1 ^ M l — <— W» ■ ■!■■ ■ I ■ I ■ ■ <l I. ■ 

* Sir John Bourchier. Lord Bourcbier of EfTex. Sec 
Dugdale. 
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there is no treafury, however rich, but men at 
arms will drain it : whoever is defirous of their 
fervices muft pay them well, if they expect any 
advantage from them. It miift certainly have 
coft the duke immenfe fums of money; but 
thofe who funk his treafury the deepeft , were the 
earl of Savoy and the Savoyards. That earl,. 
ho>vever, and a great many of his knights, died 
on this expedition, which weakened the duke 
of Aujou in men. It was on this account that 
he fent to France to implore the afliftance of his 
brothers the dukes of Berry and Burgundy,, who 
did not fail him in his neceflities, but replied that 
they would fupport bim with men and money. 

Thefe two dukes confidered who would be the 
proper perfons to fend on this expedition. After 
having maturely weighed ev^ry thing, they 
thought they could not fix better tb m on the 
gallant lord de Coucy and the lord d'Anghien,. 
count de Converfano*, whofe earldom is situat- 
ed in la Puglia. 

Thefe two lords, having been folicited to un- 
dertake the bufinefs by the king of France and 
his uncles, 'cheerfully complied, for it was high- 
ly honourable to them. They instantly began 
their preparations, and fct off as fpeedily as pos- 
fiblewith ahandfome company of men at arms: 
but when they arrived at Avignon, and were 
bufily employed in forwarding their troops and 
other bufinefs, certain intelligence was brought 
^— ■^^^^^^— ■ " — — ^ I .1 .1 1——^ 

* Converfano is a town An the Neapolitan dominions/ 
near Bari : its bishoprick is fuffragan to Bari. 

them 
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llieni of the deatli of the diike of Anjou at a 
taftle near Naples*. 

The lord de Coucy, on hearing this, advanc- 
ed no further, feeing that the expedition was at 
an end; but the lord de Converfano continued 
his march, for he had many things to fettle in 
his own country, in la Pugliaand in Converfano. 

This intelligence was foon known in France 
to the king and his uncles, who fupported the 
death of the king of Sicily as well as they could/ 

When madame d'Anjou, who refided at An- 
gers, heard of the death of her lord, you may 
imagine flie was greatly afflicted. The count 
Guy de Blois her couiin-german, who lived at 
Blois, on receiving the news, fet out with all his 
equipage to vifit her at Angers, where he re- 
mained a confiderable time comforting and ad- 
viiing her to the beft of his abilities. 

From thence the queen came to France (for 
ftie lliled herfelf queen of Naples, Sicily, la 
Puglia, Calabria and Jerufalem) to wait on the 
king and the dukes of Berry and Burgundy, to 
have their advice and comfort : (lie was accom- 
panied by her two fons, Louis and Charles. 
The lady was advifed by the nobles of her blood, 
to go to Avignon, and entreat of the pope that 
(he might have pofleflion of Provence, which ' 
is a territory dependant on Sicily. The queen 

* He died at Bifelia, near Bari, the 20th or 2!ft Sep- 
tember }384.—Art de Verijkr Us Dates. 

The authors of the Nouvelk Dictionnaire Hiftorique, by 
mifiakt:, have pkced hit death at Paris, but with the fame 
date. 

approved 
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approved the adviee, and made preparations for 
her journey, carrying with her her eldeft fon 
Louis, who was every whece on Ihe road called 
king^ from being heir to the king his father; but 
thefe affairs were not fo fpeedily terminated 
as I have pointed them out. 



2i^ 



CHAP. LXXIII. 

PREPARATIONS ARE MADE IN FRANCE FOR THE 
RENEWS AL OF THE WAR WITH ENGLAND.-— 
THE DUCHESS OF BRABANT SUCCEEDS IN 
FORMING A MARRIAGE BETWEEN THE CHIL^ 
DREN OF BURGUNDY AND THOSE OF HAIN- 
AULT. 

TOURING the winJter, the French were bu- 
-■^ fily employed in preparations to fend forcfeai 
to. Scotland ; but the truces were protonged be- 
tween the French and Englifli, and their allies, 
from Michaelmas to the enfuing firft day of 
May. They, however, continued tl>eir prepa- 
rations by fea and land, for it was the intention 
#f the council of France to cany on the war with 
vigour in the courfe of the next fummer> and 
the admiral of France was to fail for Scotland 
with two thoufand fpears, knights and fquires. 
On the other hand, the duke of Bourbon 
and the count de la Marche were ordered 
into Languedoe, Limoufni and Auvergne, 
Uh two thoufand men, to recover cer- 
tain 
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tain caftles which the Englifti and pillagers held^ 
and which did much mifchief to the country. 

Great numbers of battle-axes were ordered to 
be made in Picardy and Hainault for the expe- 
dition into Scotland ; and in Artois, I-illc, 
Douay and Tournay, much bifcuit was made, 
and various other ftores got ready along the 
coaft from Harfleur to Sluys, which was the 
principal harbour whence this armament was 
intended to be embarked. 

The duchefs of Brabant, widow of Wincel- 
laus duke of Bohemia, by whofe death flie had 
loft a companion and much comfort, which hart 
caufed her great grief, reflded with her attend- 
ants at Bruflels. She was much hurt at the 
troubles which exifted in Flanders, and, if fhe 
had poflefled the means, would moft cheerfully 
have put an erid to them ; for Qie was daily 
hearing how the Ghent men were ftrengthening 
themfelves by an alliance with the Englifli, who 
promifed them great fupport. She alfo faw that 
her nephew and niece of Burgundy, who were 
in truth her heirs, and among the greateft 
princes of the world, as well by their own he- 
ritages, as by what they had in reverfions, were 
very uneafy at thefe difturbances in Ghent. 
She knew that duke Albert, regent of Hainault, 
had two fine fons and two handfome daughters, 
neither of whom were yet married ; but (he had 
heard that the duke of Lancafter was very de- 
firous to accompliih the marriage of his daugh- 
ter Philippa, who had been borne to him by the 
lady Blanche his firft wife, witli the eldeft fon' 

VoT.. VI. Bb 
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#f dxAje Albert, who, by his own right, wa5> 
heir to the countries of Hainault, Hc^and and 
Zealand. 

This lady forefaw, that if fnch an alliance 
(hould take place befween Hainanlt and Eng- 
land, the French wonld be much hurt, and the 
fair country of Hainanlt hanrafled either fe* 
cretly or openly, by all thofe who fhonld pais 
and repals from France to Flanders. In addi- 
tion to this, the Hollanders and Zealanders 
who bordered on the £ea aflified the Ghent men 
in various ways, of which the duke of Bur- 
gundy and his council had been infi>rmed. He 
did not love duke Albert the better for this; 
not, however, that he was any way to be Uamed 
for it; for with regard to the Hollanders and 
Zealanders, as the war in Flanders no way con- 
cerned them, he could not, neither ought he to 
have forbidden the free courfe of commerce. 

The good lady having confidered ail thefe 
things, and the dangerous confequences which 
might enfue, refolved to bring the duke of 
Burgundy and duke Albert to a good under- 
fianding, and offered herfelf as guarantee of all 
the treaties. She was determined alfo • to pre- 
vail on the duke of Burgundy to receive the 
men of Ghent into his mercy. 

Clerks and meffengers were immediately fet 
to work: and fhe managed fo well that a con- 
ference was fixed to meet at Cambray on the part 
uf the two dukes. They both affented to it, as 
well as their council, though neither of them 
kuew the fubjects this conference was to treat of. 

T# 
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To this conference, which they had under 
their feals appointed to be holden at Cambray 
on the twelfth day in the enfuing January, the 
two dukes came, attended by their councils. 
The ditchefs of Brabant came thither alfo, who 
was the mover in the bulinefs. She firlt ad- 
drefled the duke of Burgundy, faying ; ' He 
was the greateft prince on earth, and had very 
fine children; ftie, however, woidd be more 
happy if they were placed in a different fitua- 
tion from what they actually occupied, which 
would increafe their worth; and, for the pre- 
fent, flie could neither fee nor point out any 
better place than Hainault, Holland and Zea- 
land, which would unite the whole country to- 
gether, and give greater fear and alarm to its 
enemies; for, fair nephew,' added die to the. 
duke of Burgundy, ' I know for a truth, that 
the duke of Lancafter, who is fo powerful in 
England, is extremely anxious for his daughter 
to efpoufe my nephew, William of Hainault, 
and i certainly wifli fuch good fortune may fall, 
to your children rather than to the EngiiQi.' 

' My good aunt,' replied the duke of Bur- 
gundy. 'I return you my thanks,- and, as a 
proof that I believe you, I ftiall allow you to 
unite my daughter Margaret with the youth of 
Hainault.' Upon fuch good fuccefs, (lie in- 
ftantly began to treat of this marriage. Duke 
Albert, to whom the propofition was quite new, 
rejilied very courteoully, but faid, he had not 
with him thofe whom he wiflied to confult on 
the fubject. ' And what advice do you want f ' 
B b 2 anfwere^ 
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anfwered the duchefs, * when it is a queftion to 
act properly, and keep your country^ in peace/ 
* My wife/ -replied the dnke; * for without her 
I fhall do nothing: fhe is as much interefted in 
my children as I ^am ; and, befides, fair aunt, 
it will be proper that the nobility of the coun- 
try be apprifed of it.' The duchefs anfwered, 
' Well, God's will be done/ She thought the 
beft fhe could now do was to let them feparate 
in good humour with each other, and defire 
they would permit her to call them agaiu toge- 
ther in the fame city during Lent, and that they 
would bring the duchefs of Burgundy and ma- 
dame de Hainault, with, their councils, along 
with them. 

The lady acted in all this fo fecretly, that 
very few perfons knew any thing of the matter, 
nor why this conference had been holden. In 
this ftate the two dukes left Cambray : the duke 
of Burgundy went to the city of Arras, where 
his lady was, and duke Albert returned to his 
duchefs in Holland. 

The duchefs of Brabant returned to her own 
country, and continually wrote to each party, 
but fecretly. She had great difficulty to bring 
them and their ladies to Cambray, and laboured 
hard at it ; for flie was very eager this marriage 
ftiould take place, to confirm the union and 
friendlhip of Flanders, Brabant and Hainault. 
The duchefs managed fo well that the different 
parties and their councils met her and her coun- 
cil at Cambray, where was a grand difplay of 
pomp, for each was anxious to do honour to 
^e other. 



Tlie ducliefs Margaret of Burgundy and the 
duchefg Margaret of Hainault were prefent, 
and the laft very active in this bufinefs. She 
laid, that if they wi(hed to marry their fon with 
Margaret of Burgundy, John of Burgundy raufl, 
marry her daughter, by which the ties of affec- 
tion would be the more ftreugthened. 

It was much agaiult the inclination of the 
duke of Burgundy to marry his children at 
once and to the fame flimily. He thought it 
fufficieut for his daugliter to marry the heir of 
Hainault, and excufed hirafelf for not agreeing 
to the marriage of his fon John, on account of 
]iis youth. The duke's intention was to marry 
him to Catharine of France, filler to his nepliew 
the king of France. Thefe treaties and con- 
ferences were, therefore, on the point of being 
broken ; for the ducliefs of Bavaria declared, a 
marriage should never lake place with her chil- 
dren, unlefs they were both married at the fame 
time; and this refolution she kept, notwith- 
ftanding all they could fay to make her alter it. 
The duchefs of Brabant took great pains in 
going from one to the other, and in preventing 
the treaties from being broken off: she at last 
fucceeded, by reafoning properly with the duke 
and duchefs of Burgundy, to bring the affair 
again under confideration : and it was then 
agreed that the marriages should take place be- 
tween the children of the duke of Burgundy 
and thofe of duke Albert. 

This bufinefs had been delayed four or five 
days by an obftacle which had arifen from the 
council of the duke of Burgundy, who ftated 
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that duke Albert had only a reverfionary inter 
reft in Hainault, for his elder brother William 
was then alive, though dangeroufly ill at Quef- 
noy, and he might furvive his brother , and if 
that should happen, it was clear his other bro- 
thers would have the government of Hainault, 
and the children of duke Albert be driven from 
thence. This obstacle delayed the marriages a 
short time, which was employed in proving that 
duke Albert had no other brother but William, 
and that the country of Hainault must defcend 
to him and to his children. 

When all this was cleared up, there was not 
any longer delay, but the marriages were con- 
cluded and fworn to for William of Hainault to 
have for his wife Margaret of Burgundy, and 
John of Burgundy to efpoufe Margaret of Hain- 
ault. They were all to return to Cambray the 
octave of Easter, in the year of grace 1385, to 
perform the ceremonies of the marriages. 



CHAP. LXXIV. 

THE KING AND THE NOBLES OF FRANCE AND 
HAINAULT LAY IN GREAT PROVISION OF 
STORES AT CAMBRAY.— THE DUKE OF LAN7 
CASTER SENDS AMBASSADORS TO THE EARL 
OF HAINAULT. — THE MARRIAGES OF THE 
CHILDREN OF BURGUNDY AND HAINAULT AR^ 
CONCLUDED. 
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?HINGS were in this state when they all left 
Cambray. TVve d\xVfc o€ Burgundy rei 
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turned to tlie king in France; the duchefs to 
Arras- Duke Albert and his duchefs went to 
Quefnoy in HainauU; and the duchefs of Bra- 
bant to her own country. Carpeiitcrii and nia- 
fons, and all forts of workmen, were instantly 
fent to prepare hotels in the city of Cambray, 
and purveyors were alfo ordered thither to lay 
in vast quantities of provifion ; it was pro- 
claimed, that every store w?is to be delivered 
into the city the week before the octave of 
Easter. 

When the king of France heard of this, he 
faid that he would be prefent at the marriages 
of his coufins; and commanded his miiitres 
d'h6tels to lay in there fuch provifion as was be- 
fitting him. 

The palace of the bishop had been retained 
for the duke of Burgundy, and was already 
preparing for him ; but it was neceffary to give 
it up to the king, and workmen were fet to 
embellish it in a royal manner, as it appears at 
this day : for never was there a feast in the me- 
mory of man, nor for thefe last two hundred 
years, that had fuch grand preparations made for 
it. The nobility, in order to appear with the 
most pomp and magnificence, were no more 
fparing of their money than if it had rained 
gold on them : and each endeavoured to out- 
shine the other. 

Intelligence of thefe marriages was carried to 
England, and how the dukes of Burgundy and 
Albert intended uniting their children together. 
The duke of Lancaster (who had nourished the 
hope that "William of Hainault would choofe 
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his daughter, at least he had Yb been giveu t# 
understand) was penfive and melancholy at this 
news ; in order to be better affured of it, he der 
termined to fend, as ambaffadors, knights and 
fquires of his houfehold to Ghent, with instruc- 
tions to talk with duke Albert on the fubject. 
When they arrived at Ghen^, they found there 
the lord Bourchier, Francis Atremen and Peter 
du teois, who entertained them handfomely for 
two or three days. They then departed and 
went to Mons in Hainault; from thence to 
ftuefnoy, where duke Albert refided and waited 
on him. The duke, the duchefs, and their 
children, in honour of the duke of Lancafter 
received the Englifli very politely, and the duke 
entertained them well, as did the lord de Gou- 
vingen. 

The mailer of the wool-ftaple of all England, 
being one of the envoys, delivered his creden- 
tial letters, and fpoke firft, He ftrongly re- 
commended the duke of Lancafter to his couiin 
duke Albert, and then began on the fubjectp 
with which he had been charged. Among other 
topics, as I have been informed, he alked the 
duke if it were his intention to perfevere in the 
propofed union of his children with thofe of the 
duke of Burgundy. This fpeech moved a little 
the duke's choler, who replied, / Yes, fir, by 
my faith do I : why do you alk ?' * My lord/ 
faid he, ^ I mention it becaufe my lord of Lan- 
cafter has hitherto had hopes that the lady Phi- 
lippa, his daughter, would have been the wife 
of my lord William your fon.' Upon this, 
4uke Albert faid, — * My fneniis, tell my coufin^ 
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that when he marries any of his cliildren, I 
ihall never interfere : he therefore need not 
trouble himfelf about mine, nor how 1 marry 
them, nor with whom, nor when.' This was 
the only anfwer the Englifli had from duke Al- 
bert. The mailer of the staple and his com- 
panions took leave of the duke after dinner and 
went to Valenciennes, where they lay that 
night ; on the morrow they returned to Ghent. 
More of them I know not, but I believe they 
returned to England, 

Easter was the time fixed for the king of 
France, the dukes of Burgundy, of Bourbon, 
the duke Albert with the duchefs his lady, the 
duchefles of Burgundy and of Brabant, fir Wil- 
liam and fir Johnde Namur, to be at Courtray, 
The king refided in the bifliop's palace, and 
each lord and lady at their own hotels. You 
may eafily imagine, that where the king of 
France was and fo many of his nobles, there 
would alfo be the flower of his knighthood. 

The king arrived at Cambray on tlie Monday 
by dinner-time. All the nobles and ladies, hav- 
ing preceded him, went to meet him out of his 
city; into which he was efcorted, and con- 
ducted to the palace, to the found of nu- 
merous trumpets and minstrels. On Monday, 
the contracts of marriage were figned in the 
prefence of the king and his nobles. The lord 
William was to polTess from thenceforward the 
county of Ostrevant*, and the lady Margaret 

* (Ktrevant, or illaiid of St. Amaiid. TTiu was formerly a 
part of the country of VakDcienneg. It liaa oh tb» b a ri e w 
of Flanders and Artoi».-r-BAUi)BAND. 
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his wife was to have the whole territory andt 
castlewick of Arque * in Brabant : the duke of 
Burgundy gave befides to his daughter one hun- 
dred thoufand francs. Thus were the portions 
fettled. 

On Tuefday, at the hour of high mafs^ they 
were married, in the cathedral church of our 
lady in Cambray, with great folemnity, by the 
bishop of Cambray, whofe name was John, and 
a native of Bruffels. 

There was a very magnificent dinner at the 
palace, to which were invited many of the great 
nobles. The king of France » had the bride- 
grooms with their brides feated at his table. 
Several of the principal lords ferved the king 
and his guefts, mounted on large war-horfgs. 
The conftable and the admiral of France were 
feated at table. Sir Guy de la Trimouille and 
fir William de Namur ferved, with many other 
great barons of France. 

There had not been, for five hundred years, 
fo magnificent or renowned a folemnity feen 
in Cambray as was that of Which I am now 
fpeaking. 

After this noble and grand dinner, great 
numbers of lords and knights armed and made 
themfelves ready for the tournament. It was 
held in the market-place, and there were forty 
knights. The king of France tilted with a 
knight from Haifiault called fir Nicholas d'Ef- 
pinoit. 
: This tournament was very handfome : the 

*Q. if not A*. 
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tilts were well performed and lasted a confider- 
able time: a young knight, called fir John De- 
Btrenne, from near Beaumont in Hainault, won 
the prize. This knight tilted to thefatisfaction 
of the lords and ladles, and received as the 
prize a clafp of precious ftonfes, which the 
duchefs of Burgundy took from her breaft ; aiid 
the admiral of France and fir Guy de la Tri- 
mouille prefented it to him. 

Thefe feafts and amufements continued until 
Friday, when they took leave of the king after 
dinner ; and the king, the lords and the ladies 
departed from Courtray. The duchefs of Bur- 
gundy carried with her, to Arras, Margaret of 
Hainault, her daughter-in-law: and madame 
de Hainault carried madame Margaret of Bur- 
gundy to Quefnoy. Thus ended all this bu- 
fmefe. 



CHAP. LXXV. 

THE DUKE OF BERRY BETROTHES HIS DAUGH- 
TER TO THE SON OF THE COUNT DE BLOIS. 
— THE DUKE OF BOURBON AND THE COUNT 
DE LA MARCHE ISSUE THEIR SUMMONS TO 
INVADE LIMOUSIN. 

ABOUT this time there was a treaty of mar 
riage between Louis de Blois, fon of the 
count Guy de Blois, and the lady Mary de 
Berry, daughter of the duke of Berry. The 
count de Blois carried his countefs and his fon 
Louis, well attended by lords and ladies, to 
Bourses 
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Bourges in Berry^ where the duke and ducheft 
were waiting for them, who received them and 
^heir company moil magnificently. Every thing 
was there fettled refpecting this marriage, and 
the archbilhop of Bourges betrothed them in 
the prefence of a large company of nobility of 
both fexes. The marriage was not folemnifed 
at that time, becaufe both were very young; 
but all the contracts and engagements were 
ligned, as to its future completion, in the pre- 
fence of feveral great barons and knights. 

There were, at this betrothing, great feafl^ 
of dinners, fuppers, dancings and carollings ; 
after which, the count and countefs returned 
with their fon to Blois. The young lady re- , 
mained with ^ the duchefs her mother, at a 
handfome caille in Berry called Mehun fur 
Yevre *. 

At this time, the duke of Berry fet out for 
Auvergne, Languedoc and Avignon, to vifit 
pope Clement. It had been before determined 
that the duke de Bourbon and the count de la 
Marche (hould enter Limoufin, with two thou- 
fand men at arms, to free the country from the 
Englilh thieves, who were pillaging it; for 
there were ftill fome caftles in Poitou and Sain- 
tonge whofe garrifons did much mifchief ; and, 
complaints of them having been made, the 
duke of Berry was defirous of providing a re- 
medy for them. 

He had therefore entreated liis coufin the 
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' ^ Mehun ftir Yevre» — ^four leaches from Bourgci . 
i ;. t duke 
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duke of Bourbon to undertake it, and not to 
quit Limoufin or Saintonge until he fhould have 
conquered the caftle of Vertueil: for it was 
from that garrifon the country had fufFered the 
mofi. The duke de Bourbon accepted the 
command, and iifued his fummons for the af- 
fembling of his vafTals at Moulins, in the Bour- 
bonois, the firft day of June. From thence 
they marched towards Limoges, and were met 
by fereral bodies of men at arms. The duke 
de Bourbon had at that time for his fquire an 
amiable gentleman called John Efonne Lance *, 
mafter and captain of his men at arms. Of ali 
the flower of his knights and fquires, certainly 
this fqnire tras well worthy of fuch a com* 
mand. 

The comit de la Marche was to accompany 
the duke de Bourbon in this expedition, and 
made his preparations in the town of Tours. 

* Boone Lance. I fuipect this it a nam de guerre^ for bo 
mention is made of him under this name in the life of the 
iluke. 
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CHAP. LXXVI. 

SIR JOHN DE VIENNE, ADMIRAL OF FRANCE^ 
SAILS TO SCOTLAND, TO CARRY ON THE WAR 
AGAINST THE ENGLISH AT THE EXPIRATION 
OF THE TRUCE. 

AT this period, thofe men at arms who had' 
been fixed on to accompany fir John de> 
Vienne, admiral of France, to Scotland, ar-; 
rived at Sluys in Flanders. He was to have- 
tmder his command a thoufand lances, knights 
and fquires, and, I believe, they were all there: 
for fuch was the ardour of thofe who wifhed tO: 
advance themfelves, that feveral went with the 
admiral though they had not been fummoned. 

The fleet was ready prepared at Sluys, and. 
the stores in great abundance and good. They 
embarked arms fnfficient for twelve hundred 
men from head to foot. Thefe they had brought 
from the castle of Beaute, near Paris, and they 
were the arms of the Parifians, which had been 
ordered to be depofited there. With the admi- 
ral were plenty of excellent men at anus, of 
the flower of knighthood. It was the intention 
of the admiral to give thefe arms to the knights 
and fquires of Scotland, the better to fucceed 
in their enterprife ; for fir Geoffry de Charny 
and the others had told the king on their return 
home last year, th^t the Scots were very poorly 

armed. 

I will 
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I will now name fome of thofe loitls of 
France who went into Scotland. First, fir John 

, de Vienne, admiral of France, the count de 
Grand-pre, the lords de Verdenay, de Sainte 
Croix, the lord de Montbury, fir Geoffry de 
Charny, fir William dc Vienne, fir James de 
Vienne, lord d'Efpaigny, fir Girard de Bour- 
bonne, the lord de Iletz, fir Florimont de 
Qiiiffy, the lord de Marnel, fir Valeran de Ray- 
iieval, the lord de Beaufang, the lord de Wain- 
brain, the lord de Rinolle, baron d'Yury, the 
lord de Coney, fir Perceval d'Amcual, the lord 
de Ferrieres, the lord de Fontaines, fir Brac- 
quet de Braquemont, the lord de Grandcourt, 
the lord de Lar.don, a Breton, fir Guy la Per- 
fqnne, fir William de Courroux, fir John de 
Hangiers, fir Bery de \'^infelin, coufin to the 
grand master of Pruflia, and many other good 
knights whom I cannot name: there were a 
thoufand lances, knights and fquires, with- 
out reckoning the crofs-bows and sturdy var- 
l^ts. 

- They had favourable winds and a good voy- 
age; for the weather was very fine, as it 
ufually is in the mouth of May. The trucee 
had expired between the French and Englifli, 
the Ghent men and the Flemings, and in all 
other parts. War was fought for, as it feemed, 
in every quarter; and thofe knights and fquires 
who went to Scotland gallantly wiflied for it, as 
they faid, with the affistance of the Scots they 
would make a good campaign, and carry on a 
fuccefsful war against England. However, the 

^b EngliQi, 
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Englifh, who had received intelligence of this 
expedition, very much fufpected whither it 
was bound. 



CHAP. LXXVir. 

THE PILLAGERS OE GHENT, Sl/RNAMED POR- 
KERS, COMMIT MUCH MISCHIEF. — FRANCIS 
ATREMEN DEFEATS SOME FRENCH TROOPS 
NEAR ARDEMBOURG. 

npHE lord Botirchier, who had the govern- 
•^ ment of Ghent by order of the king of 
England and the captains of the comitionalty, 
Francis Atremen, Peter du Bois and Peter le 
Nuitre, had made every preparation, knowing 
the war was to be renewed. They had been 
very bufily employed during the truce, in 
strengthening and victualling the town of 
Ghent, as well as the castle of Gauvre and all 
other places under their obedience. 

At this period, there were a fet of vagabonds 
who had taken refuge in the wood of la Ref- 
paille, and had fortified themfelves in a hotife fo 
strongly that it could not be taken. They had 
been driven out of Alost, Grammont and other 
towns in Flanders : having wasted their all, and 
not knowing how to live otherwife than by 
plunder, they robbed and pillaged any one 
who fell in their way. 

The 
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The fubject of univerfal converfation \vttx 
Uiefe Porkers of la Refpaille, which wood is 
fituated between Regnais, Grammont, Anghieii, 
and Lyiines. They-did much mifchjef ia the 
castlewtck of Ath, and on the lands of F!o- 
berge, Lyiines and Anghien ; and tbefe jwlla- 
gers were fiipported by Ghent, Under their 
countenance they committed many murders 
and robberies; they entered Haiiiault, front 
whence they dragged people out of their beds, 
and carried theju to their fort, when they ran- 
fomed them, and thus made wax ou all man- 
kind. 

The lord de Baudrins and de la Morte, caf- 
tdlan of Ath, watched them fcvoral times, bat 
lie could never catch them, for they were too 
well acquainted witli the means of efcaping. 
They were fo mucJi dreaded on the borders of 
Hainault and Brabaut that none dar«d to 
travel thofe roads, nor through that part of the. 
country. 

The duke of Burgundy, in coiifequence of 
the renewal of the war, had reinforced the gar- 
rifons of his towns and caffles in Flanderi with 
men and ilores. TJie lord de Guiftelles was 
commander in Bruges, and fir John do Jumout 
in Courtray: for ill- William de Namur was at 
that time lord of Sluys: fir Roger de GuilieUe 
governed Damme, and fir Peter de la Sieple 
Ypres. Men at arms were ftationed in all the 
frontier towns of Flanders by order of the duke 
(of Burgundy. 

Sir Guy de Pontarlier, marflial of Burgundy, 
Vol. VI. C c remained 
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